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PREFACE. 



In offering these two Volumes on the " New Testament* 
Histories " to the public, the Authoress trusts they will 
meet with the approbation and encouragement so largely 
bestowed upon " Tracts on the Parables,*' and the " Old 
Testament Histories." It is truly a great and interesting 
task the great Head of the Church has condescended to' 
commit to her, and which He alone can enable her to 
accomplish. 

The work is His own, because the subject is Jesus, 
and the object the conversion, the instruction, and 
strengthening of immortal souls. But there is much that 
is deficient ; much that has not been handled with the 
energy and force that the text deserves ; and a conviction 
of this fact has often caused the sense of inability to be 
deeply painful, and the inquiry, " Lord ! who is sufficient 
for these things!*' Surely, the theme of redemption 
often becomes too sublime for man, and were he not 
sustained from on high, and his pen guided by the Spirit 
from above, his efforts to trace its wonderful consequences 
would end in his closing his book, and being disheartened 
with a task so much beyond him. But the feeblest' 
instruments are first selected, then fitted for what they 
are to do : the Lord the Spirit works in and by them^ 
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appointing them to their labour, and graciously enabling 
them to perform it, proving that it is " not by power or 
by might " that the servant of God is sustained, but " by 
the Spirit of the Lord of Hosts." 

It has been frequently asked, if no more of the Old 
Testament Histories were to be forthcoming. To this 
the Authoress replies, that if her life is spared, she hopes 
to go through all the most interesting facts recorded in 
the Old Testament ; but that, feeling the deep importance 
of laying the New Testament, with its treasures of 
histories and various events, before the people, clothed in 
such a garb as would find a response in their hearts, and 
induce them to search the Scriptures for themselves, she 
felt that she dared not delay. Time is short — to-day 
only, or rather this present moment, is all we can call our 
own ; and she was so anxious to prove Jesus to be " Him 
of whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write," 
and to endeavour to show the union and connexion 
between the Old and New Testaments, that she has for 
the present laid aside the former, until the second volume 
is completed. Her earnest desire is, to induce her 
readers to search the Scriptures for themselves ; to 
take nothing for granted, but to bring all to the law 
and to the testimony. She would exhort them to dili- 
gently examine the Word of God, to lean not to the 
traditions of men, or to anything but the Bible : the 
time of the sifting of Christ's Church is begun, and 
He is standing by, directing and ruling all. Never 
was there such need of prayer as now, never such 
a fearful danger of trusting to each other : this is the 
^eat deception of the age, and woe to those who follow 
it ; who take counsel, but not of God, vfho cover with a 
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covering, but not of His Spirit ; who love to have smooth 
things spoken to them, and deceits prophesied, but desire 
the Holy One of Israel to cease from before them ! 

May the mighty truths in this volume meet with the 
attention they deserve, for they are the truths of God's 
Word ! The defects, the deficiencies belong to her in 
whose hands they have been placed ; but the everlasting 
Gospel, which, notwithstanding, shines pure and bright, 
is the work of Almighty love, and He will acknowledge 
it when the hand that committed it to paper is perhaps 
mouldered in the dust. With him she leaves it, earnestly 
hoping that all who read it may see God as their Father, 
the Son as their Redeemer, the Holy Spirit as their 
sanctifier, and may look forward to eternal life as their 
hope, and to heaven as their home. 

DoD Oak, Shrawlkt, 
August 10, 1850. 
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NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 



We have been so long accustomed to follow the pursuits 

of Mr. C , the Rector of M , and to mingle with his 

parishioners, that we have a pleasure in having further in- 
telligence of their proceedings, which may be compared to 
the savour of sweet flowen^ whose fragrance b emitted far 
and wide, and which causes the lover of nature to linger 
on his path. Let not those who seek the world's honours 
and distinctions despise the village pastor ; his lot may be 
cast in comparative obscurity, but as the ambassador of 
Christ, he is a person of no tnfling importance ; his mission 
is great, for he is commanded to go into the highways and 
hedges, amongst the poor, the ignorant, and the low, to in- 
vite, nay, to conqpel them to become guests at the marriage- 
supper of thmr Redeemer. Their souls are infinitely precious 
in his sight : fantll and rank, tihose idols of the worldling, 
present no title to €k>spel privileges, but, on the contrary, 
when rested iqpoB, often prove the most powerful of all 
barriers agaiait tiie recepdon of the doctrines of Christ. 
But I am ftur linn despinog'theee advantages, for such they 
undoubtedly M% if engaged on te aide of practical holiness ; 
there is no ligllt more lofdlj iSbam. to b^Mild the high bom 
patrician standing forth in tibe enae of tradi, and throwing 
his time, his talents, and lua tttflnence, into the scale of his 
Redeemer's cause, despising the sneers of the unthinking 
multitude, and pressing forward to impart to others the 

knowledge of the treasure he has found. Mr. C was 

one of these : by birth he was connected with many noble 
families, and he furthermore possessed much refinement and 
elegance of mind. " He had distinguished himself both at 
school and at college, and he quitted Oxford panting for 
fame, and anticipating a brilliant clerical career. Being a 
second son, and a living also in the family, the Incumbent 
of which was very old, he never hesitated about taking 
orders, the sacredness of the office not once occurring to 
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him ; he had heard the profession of a clergyman continually 
spoken of as gentlemanly, and preferable in many respects 
to the bar or medicine, as they required not only superior 
talents, but a decided predilection in order to exceL Such 
irere his views when called upon to commence his public 
duties as Curate of a small town in Gloucestershire. There 
he visited the surrounding famiUes, and his society was 
much sought after, both for his own sake and that of his 
father. Satisfied with his Sundslys' duties, which pride in- 
duced him to perform in a superior manner, he never cared 
to mingle with his flock; he had no idea of the value of 
his own soul, and consequently thought nothing of theirs ; 
he devoted his mornings to study, for he rejected with dis- 
dain the thought of preaching any other discourses than 
his own, the afternoons he stroUed about with his dogs and 
gun, and the evenings were spent in company. 

Such was Mr. C- , but such he was not long per- 
mitted to remain ; like Paul of old, he was indeed a chosen 
vessel to bear the name of Jesus to many immortal souls, 
and when the appointed time arrived, the means for accom- 
plishing the purposes of Grod were easily to be found. One 
fine September morning, having completed his accustomed 
studies, he set off on the usual shooting excursion ; as the 
grounds he purposed visiting were at some distance from the 
towB; and he expected to be late before his return, he took 
care to provide himself with refreshment. After walking 
for some time^ he became both hungry and weary, and 
choosing a verdant bank for his resting-place, put his hand 
into his pocket to procure the desired refreshment But 
instead of finding it, he instantly felt a small volume, which 
to his astonishment he found entitled, *' Romaine's Walk 
X3i Faith," a book he had never heard of. The title amused 
him gra^y, the idea of the walk of faith being to his 
mind, so dark in spiritual things, a complete absurdity. In 
order to procure a source of amusement for his friends in 
the evening) he carelessly turned over the pages while he 
continued to reft ; but his attention soon became riveted ; 
he found himself called upon with earnestness to examine 
his "vi^yiy and prove himself by the standard of the divine 
word ; he could not bear the txial^ he was convicted by his 
conscience, and with slow, melancholy steps he began to 
retrace his homeward path^ again and again opening the 
volume, and reading to his deep confusion. Instead of 
meeting his promised friends, he pretended illnessi and 
closely confined himself to his room* ABii XkM& \k!& y^^- 
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ceeded until Sunday arrived; then, as usual, he looked 
through the sermon he intended to preach, but it would not 
please ; he tried another and another, but all were equally 
distasteful; his mind was distracted, his feelings in the 
greatest state of irritation, and Ids views of salvation in 
complete confusion. Scarcely knowing how to act, he at 
length selected what he regarded as the least objectionable, 
from the mass of manuscripts before him, detennining, 
before the next Sabbath, to be suited more to Ids taste. After 
perfonning the sacred services of. the day, to his extreme 
dissatisfaction, and thoroughly disgusted with the sennons 
of which he once thought so highly, his first act, on the 
following morning, was to commit them all to the flames, 
and copy for present use some discourses lent him by a 
friend, to whom he described his wretchedness and per- 
plexity. Thus he proceeded for some months, deeply 
interested in the perusal of the little volume, which so mys- 
teriously had become the instrument in the hands of the 
Spirit to make him acquainted with himself, teaching him 
he was a fallen creature, and convincing him, with all his 
learning and knowledge, he was so ignorant that he could 
not by any human means attain to the saving knowledge 
of God, — so guilty, that do what he could, the perfect law 
of God condemned him, — so imholy, that sin alone had 
been his delight, and so helpless, that it was utterly impos- 
sible for him, by his own exertions, to attain happiness or 
escape from destruction. He at length learnt all this, and 
when the painful lesson almost drove him to despair, the 
healing balm was near athand to point to him, Jesus, and the 
finished salvation his death has secured. He learnt to know 
him as one who was just suited to his wants, as furnishing 
him with a righteousness he needed, as his great covenant 
head, his all in all. Then, indeed, he could rejoice over 
the sacred volume he had hitherto despised, and value the 
ofiice he was called upon to filL He never. seemed to be 
weary in declaring the glad tidings of grace, and proclaim- 
ing to Ids people, Jesus, the Lamb of God. At first his 
friends grieved over him, they considered him as a gloomy 
enthusiast, and shunned Ids society ; but when they saw the 
gentleness of his manner, the consistency of his life, the 
kindly feeling that beamed in his coimtenance, they ceased 
to despise him, and some were won by him to search the 
Scriptures for themselves. 

Upon the death of Mr. Piercy, the Incumbent before 
alluded to, the living of M became vacant, and to this 
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Mr. C was immediately presented by his brother, vrho 

was deeply attached to him, and who, though not so 
decidedly pious as himself, nevertheless admired him, and 
endeavoured to assist and countenance him in all his efforts 
for the benefit of his people. We have seen in a former 
Tcdume how unweariedly he laboured in his parish, and how 
his labours had been blest. His brother's interest would 
have procured him a prebendal stall, but he requested him 
to desist ; his country house 'presenting too mauy enjoy- 
ments for him to wish to share in the world's unsatisfying 
honours. His people loved him, his surrounding neighbours 
admired him, and though he seldom quitted his own loved 
dwelling at the Court, when they could induce him to visit 
them, he was always received with marked distinction. 
But he was feur from being elated by the notice he elicited ; 
he was one of those who endeavoured, in 'lowliness of 
mind, to regard others better than himself," and this kept 
him humble ; conscience never slumbered in the breast of 

Mr. C ; when he felt her pricks, he listened to her 

faithful admonitions, and fled imto the Strong for strength 
to resist and overcome, consequently he was always at his 
ease ; he preached with fluency, for Christ alone was his 
theme; with effect, for he forgot self and human applause ; 
with success, for it was sanctified by prayer, and the Spirit 
brought it home to the hearers. When, therefore, the pro- 
position was made him which gave rise to the formation of 
the following volumes, he was not only not disconcerted, 
but rejoiced that a door of increased usefulness was open 
before him, and he at once agreed to the plan, though it 
must be confessed he was surprised, when one morning, 
as he was waiting for his horse, he saw the worthy 
old farmer Hyford, Mr. Basil, from Horton Court, Mr. 
Laurence, an elderly gentleman just come to reside in the 
parish, and two more respectable looking persons advancing 
towards him. He hastened to open the door for their re- 
ception, and Mr. Basil, who saw the perplexity depicted on 
his countenance, hastened to remove it. ^ We appear like 
a deputation, my friend," he said, smiling, ^' and so in fact 
we are ; for we have called upon you this morning to re- 
quest you will extend your labours still further, and afford 
not only your parishioners, but your friends, an opportunity 
of partaking of the benefit of your valued instructions." 

lir. C looked completely puzzled, and simply replied, 

** I do not understand you, Mr. Basil ; I am not willing to 
inteifiere with my clerical brethren, or go\)e;70u<^>^*&>^Js^^» 
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of my own pandh. There I feel I cannot do half enough, 
but I never will be a means of producing diflferences and 
heart-burnings to others.*' " You mistake us/' replied his 
visitor ; ^< I am a parishioner, and so is Mr. Laurence, and 
so are we all ; as yet you have confined your weekly in- 
structions entirely to ike cottagers, but we require them 
also ; we are no longer willing to be excluded, therefore in 
behalf of myself, Mrs. Basil, and several of our friends, we 
are come on purpose to ask you to open the doors of this 
fine old mansion every. Wednesday fortnight, and give us a 
lecture on whatever subject you think proper ; my house should 
be at your service, but your rooms are larger than mine, 
and I do not wish to be confined for want of accommoda- 
tion." 

To a request of such a nature, Mr. C could make 

but one reply : he saw the importance of the undertaking, 
and instantly acquiesced; the distinction conferred on 
himself never once occurred to him, he merely considered 
he was a labourer in God*s vineyard, and that his duty 
consisted '^ in being instant in season and out of season." 
** And I too have a petition, dear sir," said Hyford, coming 
forward. '* These gentlemen told me their errand, and I 
asked leave to accompany them, that, as the representative 
of the fanners of the parish, I might beg that we also may 
be permitted to be present. I know it is presumptuous in 
me to propose such a thing, but methinks all will be wel- 
come imder this roof." **Yes, to be sure," replied Mr. 
C — - — , ''all are welcome, truly welcome; but I do not 
invite my humble friends, for then the cause of meeting 
here would be done away with ; we should not have room 
for all, but I rejoice that thus I am drawn still closer to my 
beloved flock. Employ me as you will, and pray for me, 
'that utterance may be given unto me, that I may open 
my n^outh boldly,' both in public and private, * to make 
known the mystery of the Gospel, and to speak boldly as I 
ought to spesJc.' " 

Delighted with the success of their mission, the party 
soon after took their leave, anticipating much instruction 
and interest from the new arrangement On the day ap« 
pointed, the spacious dining-room at the Court was prepared 
for the expected visitors : as it was understood that any 
would be welcome, there was quickly collected a goodly 
assemblage, the meek, unassuming pastor apparently deeply 
impressed with the new duty that devolved upon him^ 
waiting till his servant, according to his orders, had pro- 
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vided accommodation for all : then rising, he proceeded to 
Ask a blessing upon the undertaking, and afterwards opened 
the sacred volume, prefacing his intended portion by the 
following remarks : — " In compliance with die wishes you 
have expressed, my dear friends/' he said, ** to hear more 
of the Holy Scriptures than is appointed for the Sabbath 
services, I shall endeavour, with the divine assistance, to lay 
before you such portions as I trust will tend to our mutual 
benefit and instruction. I have deeply considered the pro- 
position made me by my valued friends, and think that 
were we to meditate upon the various historic events in 
order, as recorded in the New Testament, we should find 
them deeply interesting, the theme being the life and actions 
of our gracious Lord, too high a subject, it is true, for 
mortal tongue to mention, and worthy only of an angel's 
eloquence, but which we are permitted to rejoice in, as the 
source of a hope full of immortality ; while the records of 
his faithful followers will furnish us with much encourage«- 
ment, and exhibit in its fullest light the irresistible power 
of converting grace. In the van of this distinguished group 
stands John the Baptist ^ the honoured harbinger of Him 
who was ' God manifest in the fiesh ;' his birth and 
parentage will form the subject of our study for to-day, and 
I request you will not scruple to interrnpt me whenever 
you feel an inclination to do so. With your permission, 
therefore, we will read the first part of the 1st chapter, of 
St. Luke's gospel. * There was in the days of Herod, the 
king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the 
course of Abia : and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, 
and her name was Elizabeth.' (Ver. 5.) Many persons 
have imagined,, from the distinguished honour put upon 
2acharias, that he was the High Priest, but this is a mistsJce ; 
he was a priest of the course of Abia, or Abijah, which, by 
reference to 1 Chronicles xxiv. 10, you will find was the 
eighth course chosen by lot to bum incense in the temple 
of the Lord at Jerusalem." *' And may I ask the nature of 
these courses, sir?" demanded farmer Hyford, who, when he 
heard anything inexplicable, was never satisfied to remain 

in ignorance. "Surely," replied Mr. C , "we meet 

for our mutual benefit, and any information I can give you 
will afford me pleasure. * After David, the king of Israel, 
had rest from his surrounding enemies, he turned his 
attention to regulating the services of the sanctuary ; he 
accordingly took the number of the Levites, the tribe sepa- 
rated by Jehovah for his immediate service, ^Xkdi ^\Nf\^^^ 
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them into courses or companiesy so that each in his torn 
sliould be fully employed in the sacred office of the minis- 
try. They were divided into twenty-four of these coorses, 
which began on the Sabbath-day, and continued to serve 
until the following Sabbath. One man out of these was 
chosen by lot to bum the daily incense, which was placed 
upon the altar before the most holy place. Hence the 
situation of Zacharias, when the events we purpose noticing 
occurred. * And it came to pass, that wlule he executed 
the priest's office before Gt>d in the order of his couxse, 
according to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to 
burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 
And the whole multitude of the people were praying without 
at the time of incense. And there appeared unto him an 
an gel of the Lord, standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense, and when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, 
and fear fell upon him. But the angel said unto him. Fear 
not, Zacharias : for thy prayer is heard ; and thy wife 
Elizabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name 
John. And thou shalt have joy and gladness ; and many 
shall rejoice at his birth. For he shall be great in the sight 
of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink: 
and he shall be filled with the Holy Ghost even from his 
mother's womb. And many of the children of Israel shall 
he turn to the Lord their God. And he shall go before 
him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wis- 
dom of the just ; to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.' (Verses 8 — 17.) What a train of remarkable cir- 
cumstances is presented to us here! tending to fix the 
attention of the public upon the fulfilment of the events 
predicted. The stupendous circumstance of this sinful 
world being visited by the incarnate Word was near at hand, 
and the appointed messenger proclaimed, who was to pre- 
pare the way. The angel Gabriel, expressly sent from the 
bright regions of heaven, declares to Zacharias the intention 
of the Most High to bestow upon him a son, and the aged 
Elizabeth was, when all hope was past, to rejoice over the 
lurth of her long wished-for child. And oh ! how many 
pnym had been offered up for this precious gift ; long the 
Mwwm bad been delayed, but at length it is returned an 
taldnd-lbld : for Zadiarias was not only to have a son, 
^jfcit im in wbom he could rejoice, who would cause him 

* gkdneas,' for he should be ' great in the sight 
;' be abonld from his birth be filled with the 
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sanctifyiiig, regenerating influences of the Holy Ghost ; he 
should be employed in the service of Jehovah, and proclaim, 
to assembled multitudes, the wonderful love of God to lost 
and ruined man. Promises such as these were beyond 
belief, and Zacharias hesitated to receive them. ' Whereby,' 
said he, ^ shall I know this, for I am an old man, and my wife 
well stricken in years. He heard as though he were in a 
dream, and the vision he beheld was created by his own 
earnest wishes ; he ' staggered at the promise of God through 
unbelief' (Romans iv. 20,) and forgot the power of tibtf 
Being whom he served. 

*^ The sign therefore that was given him for the perform- 
ance of these events, acted also as a pumshment, while it 
was a means of strengthening his faith, for immediately he 
became both deaf and dumb, unable to reveal the astonish- 
ing vision to the wondering people. For ^they waited 
for him, and marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple. 
And when he came out he could not spesJc to them, and 
they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for 
he beckoned unto them and remained speechless." ' (Verse 
22.) ** And wherefore do you infer, sir, that he was deaf 

also ?*' inquired Mr. BasiL '* Because," replied Mr. C 

" if you will look on to the 62d verse you will perceive that 
the friends who were assembled for the naming of the child 
' addressed him by signs^ which would not have been the 
case could he have heard their question as to the objections 
they raised when his mother desired to call him John." 
** You are right," observed Mr. Basil; ** excuse my inter- 
ruption." **Much," resumed Mr. C "may we learn 

from the circumstances here related. But a few verses 
back, and Zacharias was held up before us as a pattern 
worthy of imitation ; of him and his wife it is said, ** They 
were both righteous before God, walking in all the com- 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless." " How ? 
how ? sir," said Hyford ; *^ I don t understand this. How 
were they righteous and blameless, and yet now so unbe- 
lieving ? it is beyond me, sir." The party assembled^ 
unused to the peculiarities of the excellent old man, were 
much amused, though his earnestness demanded their 
respect. And the pertinence of his queries were useful to 

themselves. Mr. C understood him, and hastened to 

reply, "It is in an enlarged sense, my good friend, that 
Zacharias and his wife were called righteous and blame- 
less ; sinners they were by nature and practice, even as 
every descendant of Adam, but they were ^uib\^<^^\yj Ivl^ 
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in that Redeemer who was the hope of all helieving Israelites, 
and they gave evidence of their sincerity, for their woiks 
and actions were consistent, as it is expressly saidt ' they 
walked in all the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord, blameless;* hut still unhelief, in a moment of weak- 
ness, triumphed, and has taught a true hut painful lesson, 
viz. that faith is not always equally strong in the hearts of the 
most eminent helievers ; alas ! it is often as the flicker- 
ing of the expiring lamp, and causes the distressed soul to 
t exclaim, ' Oh ! that I knew where I might find him ; that 
I might come even to his seat ! Behold^ I go forward, but he 
is not there ; and backward, but I cannot perceive 1dm ; on 
the left hand, where he doth work, but I cannot behold 
him ; he hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot 
see him.* (Job xxiii. 3, 8, 9.) 

"And neither could Zacharias perceive him ; the bright- 
ness of the angel was eclipsed by the dark shades of unbe- 
lief, and it was not until he was punished that his faith 
returned. Though speechless, he was able to continue the 
performance of his temple services. ' And when the days 
of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to Ins 
own house;' from whence it does not appear he went 
until the prediction of the divine messenger was accom- 
plished. Great rejoicings are recorded to have been made 
upon this extraordinary occasion, and the family appear to 
have been unanimous in ascribing the praise to J^ovah, 
who, having taken away from Elizabeth the 'reproach/ 
so much dreaded by the Jewish matrons, had at length 
'vouchsafed to show her his great mercy/ (Vers. 25, 58). 
Before the occasion of the child's circumcision, again the 
power of the Lord was manifested ; the friends and relations 
were determined to perpetuate his father's name, but It was 
not to be. Previously to his bbrth this point was settled ; 
and the parents, in compliance with the angel's commaad, 
declared that he should be called John^ (ver* ld|) which 
sign^ed, God is gracious. And oh ! how truly ! for here 
was the babe before them, who from his Hrth was ordained 
to be the voice that should be heard crying in the wilder- 
ness, ' Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in 
thedescrt a highway for our Grod.' (Isaiah xl. 3.) Who should 
come forth endued with the * spirit and power of Elias,^ or 
Ely ah of old, (ven 17») boldly proclaiming Jehovah Jesus, 
and loudly calling upon his fellow-creatures to * Behold 
their God 1' giving them the assurance of complete salva- 
tion by the ' full remission of their sins,' upon their casting 
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themselves in sincere repentance upon those promises 
which were Isud up for them in that Messiah, of whom he 
was the immediate foremnner. 

*' No sooner was the infant named, and Zacharias thns 
puhlicly testified his heUef in the previous events, than his 
punishment ceased, for 'his mouth was opened imme- 
diately, and his tongue was loosed, and he spake, and 
prmsed Grod.* (Ver. 64.) Then, in a remaiicable manner, 
the Holy Spirit manifested his influences, for he bestowed 
upon him the spirit of prophecy, which had been withheld 
from the days of Malachi, a period of about four hundred 
years, and its power broke forth into an inspired song, 
wherein he expressed his gratitude to tiie Most High, for 
now bringing to pass the accomplishment of the promise 
made even in Paradise, and foretold from time to time to 
the patriarchs and their descendants, ^ fdlfilling the cove- 
nant which he made with Abraham, and his oath unto 
Isaac, and confirming the same unto Jacob for a law, and to 
Israel for an everlasting covenant' (See Psalm cix. 9, 10 ; 
compare with Hebrews vL 13 to 20.) Proclaiming salva- 
tion to lost mankind, deliverance from the power of Satan, 
sin, and death, as well as redemption from the curse of the 
law, which being too ' holy, and just, and good' (Rom. vii. 
12) for man to keep in his fallen state, deals out punish- 
ment upon the guilty, and eternal destruction to all the 
sons of Adam ; for it is written, * Cursed is every one tiiat 
continueth not in all things that are written in the book of 
the law, to do them.' (€ral. iii. 10.) 

**My dear friends," continued Mr, C with great 

energy, ** I repeat, that when I thus look upon the holi- 
ness of the divine law, and contrast it with our ignorance 
of God and his ways ; our rebellion against his will ; our 
enmity of heart, our lives willingly spent in the service of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil ; I feel more and more 
convinced of the need of a Saviour, not only to rescue us 
from this degraded state, but to save us from ourselves ; 
for I verily believe man's worst foe is his own heart, that 
citadel of inbred sin, that temple of the father of lies. But 
now with Zacharias, I would call upon you to rejoice, for 
the Lord ' hath comforted his people, he hath redeemed 
Jerusalem. The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in 
the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation of our God.' (Isaiah Iii. 9, 10.) 

** With the birth of John the Baptist, the darkness of 
Pagan ignorance was to begin to flee away, and lik^ ^\m- 
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menng twilight of the Old Testament dispensaliony which 
consisted in types or shadows, ceremonial observances^ and 
obscure intimations of the great reality, to give place to the 
dawn of Gospel day. * He was not the Light himself, but 
was sent to bear witness to that light,'' (John L 8 ;) and 
when, after dwelling for thirty years in obscurity, remain- 
ing in the deserts, devoted to prayer, meditation, and retire- 
ment, he issued forth to proclaim his mighty message, the 
notice of all was riveted upon him, and their minds were 
prepared from above to hearken to the wondrous tidings he 
had to deliver. 

" But here we must not anticipate ; as the doctrine the 
Baptist preached is of too vast an import to be slightly 
noticed, we must afford it the attention and time it 
merits ; for he declared that the period was arrived when 
the Lord God was about to establish in the earth a holy, 
spiritual kingdom, hitherto unknown, into which no one 
could be admitted without sincere repentance, and turning 
away from the willing practice of sin ; he preached the 
absolute necessity of a renewed heart, and the submission 
of the soul to the government of Jesus, as King supreme, 
calling upon those of his hearers, whose hearts were 
softened by the influences of the Holy Spirit, and led thereby 
to feel and confess their past sinfulness, to give public tes- 
timony of the sincerity of their repentance, by partaking 
of the right of baptism, now first introduced as the ordi- 
nance whereby they should be admitted as members of the 
visible Church about to be incorporated ; and furthermore 
regard it as a symbol of that inward cleansing and purifi- 
cation, which can alone be effected by the Spirit of God. 

*' But now, my dear friends," said the amiable teacher, 
looking at his watch, " our time is expired ; I would not 
detain you too long, or attention will diminish ; these are 
vast and mighty subjects, interwoven with our dearest and 
best interests, and therefore it is not well to press too much 
upon our weak and feeble faculties, for however willing 
'may be the spirit, the flesh is weak.' This day fortnight 
I trust we may be permitted to meet and meditate upon the 
wondrous theme angels desire to dwell upon, and for which 
eternity will be too short to enable us to give utterance to 
our obligations to Him, who for our sakes became a babe in 
Bethlehem." With these words the pastor rose, and the 
party taking their leave, dispersed to their various homes. 



&. CLAY, PRINTER, BRKAl) MTR££X HILL 



No. 2. N. T.] 



TRACTS 



NEW TESTAMEJJT HISTORIES. 



BY MRS. BEST, 



^tc 39flt|) Of ^SUS €iftl%t 




LONDON ! 

HOULSTON AND STONEMAN, 
<f, PATERNOSTER ROW. 



1847. 



NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 



The party assembled at the Court as mentioned in our 
last number, were highly pleased and edified by the remarks 
of their beloved Pastor ; a blessing from on high appeared to 
rest upon his efforts for the extension of his Master's King- 
dom, and he seemed endued with fresh energy as he con- 
templated the sublimity of his theme. These were the 
happy feelings with which he welcomed his people at the 
next appointed time ; and as soon as they were comfortably 
accommodated, he hastened to commence the glorious sub- 
ject to which his remarks on the birth of John the Baptist 
were antecedent. Slowly turning over the sacred pages of 
his valued book, he remarked, '' That many we're the marvels 
connected with the first appearance of the Baptist, and that, 
consequently, the eyes of men were directed thitherward, 
in order to ascertun the cause of the wonders that attended 
his entrance into life. But far, rery far short of the reality 
were all their surmisings ; the promise of a Saviour had long 
been given, but unbelief prevented their deriving any bene- 
fit from ^e testimonies that indic^d his near approach. 
The Forerunner was actually arrived, and miracles of no 
common character accompanied his appearance; but the 
Lord himself so totally veiled his mighty dignity, that 
verily he * came unto his own, and his own received him not.' 

*' In entering upon this wondrous subject," continued Mr. 

C , " my mind, my dear friends, is filled with awe, for 

truly, * Crreat is the mystery of godliness ; God manifest 
in the fiesh' is a theme only worthy of an angel's eloquence, 
and yet angels cannot enter upon it with the feelings of the 
redeemed. I am difiident in attempting it at this present 
time, but t would humbly hope that He who knoweth our ' 
infirmities, and promises to give us his assistance, will aid me 
in my endeavours to set before you, Jesus, the Saviour of the 
world. More than four thousand years had elapsed since 
it was declared to our first parents in Paradise, that ' the 
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seed of the woman should bruise the Serpent*8 head ;' from 
that memorable period, at certain intervals, the same glo«> 
rious truth was revealed to the Patriarchs and Old Testament 
saints ; the dying Jacob was instructed by the S))irit to 
declare an uninterrupted kingdom should be the portion of 
his posterity, until Shiloh, the Messiah, should appear ; for, 
says he, ' The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
Lawgiver from between his feet, until Sbiloh come, and 
unto him shall the gathering of the people be ' (Gen. xlix. 
10.) Moses, the honoured servant of Jehovah, foretold to 
the assembled tribes, ' The Lord thy God will raise up 
unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him shall ye hearken,* (Duet, xviii. 15.) 
Joshua beheld him as the * Captain of the host of the Lord, 
and worshipped him.' (Josh. v. 15.) Job, overwhelmed 
by pain and sorrow, sensible that the ' hand of God had 
touched him,' catches a glimpse of comfort as he exclaims, 
' I know that my Redeemer Uveth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth.' (Job xix. 25.) David, 
the sweet psalmist of Israel, by faith beheld ' the stone 
which the builders refused, become the head stone of the 
comer ;' while Isaiah plainly declared that ' the people 
that walked in darkness have seen a great light ; they that 
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath 
the light shined.' Because, * unto us a child is bom, unto 
us a son is given : and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder : and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
seller, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of 
Peace,' (Isa. ix. 2, 6.) And yet in the spirit of prophecy he 
declares that this great, this mighty God, should be a ' rod 
proceeding from the stem of Jesse, a. branch growing out of 
his roots.' (Isa. xi. 1.) Condescending to be called a 
' servant,' yet upheld by Omnipotence, that he ' might be 
given for a covenant of his people, the Jews, and a light to 
die Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, to bring the prisoners 
from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the 
prison house.' (Isa. xlii. 1, 6, 7.) Jeremiah also adds his 
testimony to those already brought forward in these glo- 
rious words, ' Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a king shall 
reign and prosper, and shsdl execute judgment and justice 
in the earth. In his days Judah shidl be saved, and Israel 
shall dwell safiely : and this is his name whereby he shall 
be called, Tas Loao oua Rightbousness.' (Jer. xxiii. 5, 6.) 
While Danid, the man greatly beloved, \>eYi^d. ^ Vn ^^ 
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night visions, and saw one like the Son of Man come with 
the clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought him near before him. And there was 
given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all 
people, nations, and languages, should serve him : his do- 
minion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed,' 
(Dan. vii. 13. 14 ;) which was confirmed by Micah thus i-^" 
'But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he 
come forth unto me, that is to be ruler in Israel ; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting/ 
(Micah V. 2.) 

'* Yes, my dear friends, this prophecy was fulfilled seven 
hundred and twenty years afterwards, when Mary brought 
forth her first-bom Son, and wrapped him in swaddling- 
clothes, and laid him in a manger in this hitherto insignifi- 
cant town ; but now the honoured birth-place of the Prince 
of Life. Well has the prophet established his divinity, 
* Whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlast- 
ing ;' and who, though lying in the manger as the Son of 
Man, an Infant of days, was the mighty God, the everlast- 
ing Father, the Prince of Peace, in 'whom dwelt all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily,' (Colos. ii. 9,) the ' image 
of the invisible God,' (Colos. i. 15,) the eternal, self-existent, 
infinite Jehovah. Testimonies such as these are more than 
sufiicient to allay all the doubts which might arise in our 
hearts with regard to the divinity of our gracious Re- 
deemer." ** And are there any who do doubt it, sir ?** said 
Hyford, with surprise. "Too many, I grieve to say," 

replied Mr. C . " They despise the humble appearance 

of the babe at Bethlehem, and declare that by regarding 
him as equal to the Father, we act inconsistently, and en- 
deavour to support a contradiction. But not so : it is true 
that the birth of Jesus was attended by circumstances of 
the utmost poverty and meanness, as far as the pomp and 
grandeur of this world are concerned ; but, nevertheless, it 
was marked by dignity, not only surpassing the cradle of 
the greatest monarchs, but accompanied by attendants 
such as never before were beheld with mortal eyes. A 
multitude of the heavenly host proclaimed his entrance into 
life. They roused the sleeping shepherds with the glad 
tidings of a Saviour, and accompanied the ^linouncement 
with the sweetest hymn that angelic voices ever raised. It 
resounded throughout the universe ; it was the congratula* 
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tions of heaven to unworthy man, the manifesto of peace 
and good-will to the rebellious, refractory child : * Glory 
to Grod in the highest, and on earth peace, good will towards 
men.' (Luke ii. 14.) Yes, ' Glory to God in the highest,' 
to hun who planned the mighty event, whose love designed 
from all eternity the tremendous sacrifice ; whose wisdom 
so arranged it, that all the Divine attributes were magnified 
thereby." 

" Will the company excuse me,** said our friend Hyford, 
looking round, " if I ask what you mean by the Divine at- 
tributes, sir ?" *' 1 am sure they will," replied Mr. C ; 
" and if I mistake not, some who are here wished to under* 
stand the subject, but feared to ask, so we are all obliged 
to you, my good friend. What I mean by the Divine 
attributes is, the various and several perfections in the cha- 
racter of our gracious God which are made known to us in 
his word, and manifested to us continually : such as his 
power, wisdom, greatness, majesty ; his justice, love, and 
holiness ; his faithfulness to his promises, his patience and 
forbearance ; his omnipresence, or being every where present ; 
his omnipotence, or being all powerful ; his omniscience, 
or knowing all our actions ; while he is immutable, un- 
changeable, ' the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.' 
(Heb. xiii. 8.) Well, then, might the angels sing, ^ Glory to 
God in the highest,' for here were all the perfections of the 
Godhead manifested. The gift of the Saviour proclaimed 
peace and reconciliation to fallen man ; and look at the 
consequences of such an event — ^peace with God, peace with 
angels, peace of conscience, peace one with another; all 
good for time and for eternity ; and the way of the Tree 
of Life no longer excluded from the trembling, believing 
soul. But we will accompany the shepherds in their mid- 
night walk, * for it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, they said one to another, Let 
us now go even to Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.' 
(Verse 15.) Thus were these lowly men rendered the 
representatives of mankind in general; the tidings they 
heard were those of great joy to themselves and all people ; 
none were excluded. Wherever man dwelt, to him was 
the word of this salvation sent, and hundreds of millions will 
rejoice throughout eternity for the glorious news proclaimed 
to the shepherds of Fc thlehem. We can imagine the haste 
with which they entered the town, and sought the wondrous 
child, and the joy with which they bent the kn^e to ^<iox^ 
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him as their Saviour and their God ! ' They came with 
haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the habe lying in 
a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known 
abroad the saying which was told them concerning this 
child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept 
all these things and pondered them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them.' (Verses 16 — 20.) 

*' But now we must turn ^om the humble shepherds to 
the equally favoured, but more noble Magi, for by this name 
are the wise men mentioned in the 2d chapter of St. Mat- 
thew generally known. It is recorded, ' That when Jesos 
was bom in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of Herod the 
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusa- 
lem, saying, Where is he that is bom king of the Jews ? for 
we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him.' (Verses 1,2.) As the shepherds were guided by an 
angel, so were these men by a star ; God condescended to 
msdce his gracious communication to each in the way most 
suitable to their station and capacity." *' Then what was 
the business of these wise men, sir ?" said Hyford. " They 

were philosophers,** replied Mr. C , " persons who spent 

their time in studying astronomy, and aU the learning of 
the time ; they had juster and purer ideas of God, and his 
worship, than tbe generality of mankind, and abhorred 
idolatry, or the adoration of images. They are said to have 
come from the east, because their home lay in a country to 
the east of Judea." " I have often considered from whence 
they could have come," remarked Mr. Lawrence, " but 
never could solve it satisfactorily : it was undoubtedly from 
some distant land, but whence ?" *' This is a question 

that has perplexed many,'* replied Mr. C . " The Magi 

resided principally in Persia, and some people think 
these persons came from thence, as that country was east of 
Judea ; others mainttuh they came from Arabia, which I 
am inchned to think not improbable, as fulfilling the pro- 
phecy mentioned in the 72d Fsalm, 10th verse, * The 
kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts;* and again, 
* Unto him shall be ghren of the gold of Sheba,' or Arabia, 
(Verse 15;) both wbdch texts are ^Bivourable to the idea. 
But though they undoubtedly had intimation of the Sa- 
yiour*s birth as soon as it occurred, they did not arrive in 
Jemsalem until after the babe had been presented in the 
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temple, hj Mary, and remoyed again to Bethlehem. Were 
we now to notice these events, we might keep closer to 
the early history of our Redeemer ; but I think you will 
agree with me, that it is more desirable to follow the Magi 
in their search after the new-bom king. A tradition, ori- 
ginating it is supposed in Balaam's prophecy, (Numb. xxiv. 
17,) had been current in the east for many generations, and 
the minds of men appeared to be anticipating some singular 
event ; then, as now, there were signs indicative of a crisis, 
and a mighty Prince, who should rule over the nations, was 
expected to arise out of Judea. He who was to accept the 
gold of Sheba, was to receive the homage of the worlds for 
' All kings shall fall down before him ; all nations shall do 
him service.' (Psa. IxxiL 11.) 

Consequently, when the Magi beheld the luminous appear- 
ance, so evidently supernatural, they concluded the long ex- 
pected time had arrived when the ' desire of all nations* should 
appear. Influenced therefore by the Divine Spirit who had 
thus condescended to select them as witnesses of the Sa- 
viour's birth, they hastened to set out upon their interesting 
journey. Herod at that time ruled over the land ; the 
sceptre had departed from Judah, for the promised ' Shi- 
loh' was arrived, and an alien usurped the throne. Well 
therefore might he tremble for his dignity when he heard 
the question of the travellers, * Where is he that is bom 
king of the Jews ? for we have seen his star in the east, and 
are come to worship him.' (Verse 2.) 

''Yes, my dear friends, Jesus was bom a king, but his ' king- 
dom was not of this world.' He valued not the pomp and 
splendour attached to earthly crowns ; he sought not for the 
jewelled brow, the bending courtiers, the warlike guards. 
No) his kingdom was to be established in the heart ; his 
ornaments were to be the multitude of the redeemed. (Rev. 
v. 6 — 1 4.) His was to be the adoration of millions out of every 
kindred and tongue, and people and language, and his 
guards were to be the ' whole family of heaven and earth.' 
(Ephes. iiL 15.) The lowly shepherds, the noble Magi, 
were the first to tender him allegiance ; they saw, they felt 
him to be the long-promised Messiah; and when the 
miserable old Herod could give no answer to their queries, 
they gladly quitted him to prosecute their further search. 
But troubles racked the bosom of the king ; he detained 
bis strange unwelcome visitors until the priests had ex- 
amined the sacred books ; and soon they found that Bethlehem 
was the favoured place. He therefore sent tbL^m \)ki\^^x« 
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and said, * Go and search diligently for the young child ; 
and when ye have found him hring me word again, that I 
may go and worship him also.' (Verse 8.) 

« Was Herod sincere in this ?'* demanded Mr. HilL ** Far 

from it," answered Mr, C ; " the hirth c^ the child 

attended hy such divine honours made him tremble : he 
was a harsh and cruel tyrant, dreaded by his family, and 
hated by the Jews ; but he considered it prudent to conceal 
his anxiety under the mask of religion, and as he had learned 
from the chief priests and scribes that Christ, whenever he 
should come, was to be soiight for and found in Bethle- 
hem, his command to the Magi was to answer the two-fold 
purpose of sending them away, and ascertaining who that 
could be that had so strangely drawn their attention, 
^ When they had heard the iung, they departed, and lo ! 
the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till 
it came and stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.' 
(Verses 9, 10.) 

'^ Oh ! with what delight did those travellers again behold 
tbeir friendly star : its miraculous appearance had been 
withheld when its presence was not necessary ; they had 
obeyed its motions in the far distant east, and as we have 
seen, hastened to Judea to behold the king, whose birth 
they were sure it announced. But the royal city was not 
to be the favoured place ; Bethlehem, the lowly Bethlehem 
cradled EmmanueL But where ? what house was worthy to 
receive him, and whither could they bend their steps? 
Again they were assisted from on high, again they were 
guided by Omnipotence ; the wondrous star again appeared ; 
tiieir faith was confirmed by this bright messenger of Jeho- 
vah ; and, obeying its guidance, they followed its majestic 
movements until it rested where the infant lay. Here, my 
dear friends, is encouragement for you. Are you desirous 
to find your Saviour ? God will himself direct you. Are yoa 
at a loss, and know not which way to turn ? Look up, be not 
afraid, for his Spirit from on high shall help you, and leave 
you not till he has brought you into his gracious presence. 
Yes, * you shall sit under his shadow with great delight, 
and his fruit shall be sweet to your taste.' (Canticles ii. 3.) 
You may have been traveUing a long and weary way 
through the rough paths of temptation, darkness, ignorance^ 
and error, but none of your steps have been disregarded ; 
and when the day star arises in your hearts, you shall re- 
ceive a fall knowledge of Jesus, and < his Spirit shall bear 
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witness with your spirit, that you are his.' " *' And do you 
think we can ever attain this bright, this cheering prospect 

in the flesh ?** asked Mr. Basil " I do," replied Mr. C ; 

** I have had a proof of it in a dear departed sister : for years 
she had been seeking her Saviour ; but her views were 
elouded by such a deep sense of inward depravity and un- 
worthiness, that her hours of comfort were few and far 
apart At length she was visited with the illness appointed 
to carry her hence, and at first, her fears, her trembling, her 
unbelief, were most distressing. A happy, delightful, lively 
Christian smoothed her pillow, and soothed her agitated 
mind. She led her out of herself to Jesus ; she poured in 
the balm of Gilead upon the wounds that a sense of sin 
had made ; she prayed with her, and for her, and day by 
day she beheld one objection after another bend before 
the cross, till at length, shortly before her death, she ex- 
claimed with a solemnity that will never be forgotten, ' I 
am washed, I am justified, I am sanctified.' This was the 
triumph of a redeemed soul, the mortal truly putting on 
immortality here below ; and we can fancy such an one 
smiling at Death, and rejoicing at the moment he was to 
usher her into life. Nor was she singular ; very many can 
similarly exclaim, ' I am washed, I am justified, for I feel 
Jesus to be my Saviour, and my God ; he promised to cast 
out none who feel their need of him. His Spirit in 
the first instance taught me my wants, and like the Magi's 
star, led me to the fountcdn opened for sin and for 
undeanness ; by faith given to me, though vile and un- 
worthy, I have been enabled to behold my atonement upon 
Calvary, and heard him cry, *' It is finished :" the work of 
my salvation was accomplished, and though. I feel conti- 
nually harassed by inbred sin, still the promise is sure, 
^ That when the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit 
of the Lord shall Hft up the standard against him ;" ' and 
thus this sinful nature, the old Adam, though not destroyed, 
is crushed, and kept under. 

** But we must return to the eastern travellers. Think you 
they were disappointed when they beheld the desired object 
in a lowly cottage instead of a magnificent palace— on his 
mother^s knee, instead of being surrounded by the splen- 
dour usually attendant on a prince ? I should imagine not. 
Their minds were too highly wrought to look for outward 
af^)earanoes ; they felt they were in the presence, not of a 
king merely, but of a God ! They, with one accord, over- 
vw&d. by a sense of his Divinity, ' feU down and woi^^^^ 
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him.' (Matt. ii. 11.) I have before said that from priacw 
pie they abhorred idolatry ; therefore, to adore the infant 
they beheld, would have been contrary to every right feel- 
ing, had they not been convinced of his sacred nature ; but 
herein these wise men set an example worthy of imita- 
tion to the learned of future ages: from study they be- 
came acquainted with the traditions of their land, which 
pointed out to them that a mighty and wonderful per- 
sonage should appear on the earth; their contemplative 
minds led them to consider how, where, and when this 
event should happen ; and when their eyes beheld the 
luminous body, shining with superior lustre in the starry 
sky, they did not hesitate in following his celestial guid- 
ance, for the Spirit had convinced them that the long 
expected Prince had visited the earth ; and they gave full 
evidence of this being the case by their accompanying their 
adoration with presents of great value, for it is written, * that 
when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him gifts, gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.' (Verse 11.) 
The appropriate description of these offerings can alone be 
accounted for, by our following the conclusion, that Jeho- 
vah, who had so condescendingly revealed to these persons 
in a far distant land the birth of Jesus, had also given 
them an intimation of his nature and offices ; hence the. 
gold was an acknowledgment of his royalty, while the 
frankincense would bear reference to his priestly cha- 
iracter, and the myrrh be typical of his death, the bitterness 
of which would secure liberty to lost and ruined man. 
And does the interest of the narration end with the visit 
of these eastern Magi ? Have we only to read it as a 
tale of bygone days? Far from it; by inviting them to 
behold Emmanuel, we see God's purposes of love towards 
Gentile sinners. To them also hath he ' granted repent- 
ance unto life,' (Acts xL 18,) and made it manifest that 
in Christ Jesus there is no respect of persons ; for he was not 
sent only to the wandering sheep of the house of Israel, but 
to those who sat ' in darkness, and the shadow of death ;' 
who, wrapt in heathen ignorance, and totally unmindful of 
their fallen state, knew nothing of the holiness of God, the 
value of their immortal souls, or the realities of a future 
state. But, blessed be his holy name, though darkness 
once covered the «arth, and gross darkness the people^ 
the Lord hath arisen upon us, and his glory has been 
seen. For the promise has been fulfilled, which declared 
that ' the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to th^ 
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brightnesB of thy rising. Lift up thine eyes round about 
afid see : all they gather themselves together, they come 
unto thee : thy sons shall come fi*om fiEur, and thy daughters 
shall be nursed at thy side. Then thou shalt see, and flow 
together, and thine heart shall fear, and be enlarged ; because 
^e abundance of the sea 'shall be converted unto thee, 
the forces of the Gentiles shall come. unto thee.' (Isa. Ix. 

** Yes; my people, this gracious word has been indeed ful- 
fiQed, and all the ends of the world have seen the salvation 
of our GK>d. The Bethlehem shepherds, the eastern Magi, 
were the first to hear the precious words, ' Unto you this 
day is bom a Saviour, even Christ the Lord ;' but the echo 
hath been beard to earth's furthest boundaries, and the king- 
dom of Messiah is spreading from pole to pole. Much 
has been done, much remains to be done. Millions have 
rejoiced in Christ their Saviour, and are now basking in his 
glorious presence ; they are members of that triumphant 
Church, collected out of every nation under heaven, who 
have ' fought the good fight, who have finished their 
course, who have kept the faith,' (2 Tim. iv. 7,) who trusted 
not in themselves, or their own strength, but depended 
upon the great Captain of their salvation, and became 
conquerors through him. Millions are still pressing on- 
wards here below ; members of the Church militant, they 
find themselves daily called upon to maintain the contest 
against their threefold enemy — the devil, the world, and 
their own corrupt hearts ; and alas ! 1 often think the last 
mentioned the worst of the three ; for there lurks treachery 
and deceit, self-righteousness and pride, ready at all times 
and seasons to admit the other two, and hasten on the destruc- 
tion of the precious soul. And why does it not succeed ? 
Why ? blessed be God,- * He that is for us is stronger than 
he that is against us ;' and though Satan. may rage, the 
world allure, and the natural heart rebel, neither can go a 
step beyond his respective limits, or hinder the salvation of 
a child of God. Still there are millions who care for none 
of these things ; some who never heard the Gospel, or glad 
tidings of a Saviour; and some who have heard, but 
heeded not 

" Are there any amongst you, my people ? any in our 
loved country ? Oh, yes, many, many : what can I say 
to them, how can I rouse them from their death-like 
slumber? The light that accompanied the angelic host 
quickly woke the sleeping shepherds. May t\i^ \m^^ 
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beams of Jesus, the Sun of Righteousness, shine into these 
poor sinners' hearts, and cause them to know their fearful 
state before it is too late. Man cannot convert his brother 
man, — this is the work of Omnipotence ; of him who said 
to the dark world, ' Let there be light.* 'Tis he alone 
who can enlighten the dark heart of man, can chase 
away the clouds of .unbelief and error, can convince him 
of his danger, and induce him to accept the full forgive- 
ness and free salvation the birth of Jesus has procured. 
May you be assisted ^m on high to receive it frdly ; not 
seeking for any qualification in yourselves, but, as sinners 
lost by nature and by practice, ready to accept the pre- 
cious boon so freely offered. And may He, who conde- 
scended for your sakes to become a babe in Bethlehem, 
clothe you in his righteousness, sanctify you by his Spirit, 
and make you meet for an inheritance amongst the mul- 
titude of his redeemed." 

So saying, the Pastor, bowing to his assembled people, 
closed his book, and the party immediately dispersed to 
their respective homes. 
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The interest that accompanied the delivery of the peri- 
odical lectures Mr. C. had commenced was completely 
established, and many of the gentry in the neighbourhood 
took advantage of attending them, particularly as they did 
not interfere with their duty in their respective parishes. 
Though the worthy Pastor neither courted applause nor 
aimed at popularity, he could not but feel gratified at the 
attention he met with, and he earnestly prayed that the 
Divine blessing would rest upon his feeble efforts towards 
the extension of his Master's kingdom. As he wished to 
follow as nearly as possible the several events that marked 
the history of our Lord and his disciples, he found it ne- 
cessary, on the present occasion of their meeting, to retro- 
grade in a trifling degree, before he entered upon the sub- 
ject he principally intended to notice, viz. the cruelty of 
Herod towards the babes of Bethlehem. By so doing he 
noticed the presentation of Jesus in the Temple, which he 
had left in order to attend the Magi in their journey to 
Jerusalem in order to seek the infant King. With this 
purpose in view, he thus addressed his assembled hearers :— 

*< The mighty subject that occupied our attention when 
we last met« my dear friends, must be present to each of 
you; to you were proclaimed the glorious tidings of a 
Saviour, even Christ the Lord ; tidings calculated to rejoice 
your hearts, as the centre from whence all your hopes for 
time and eternity emanate, and all your comforts and con- 
solations flow. We followed the eastern sages in their 
interesting journey in search of the new-bom King, and 
with them rejoiced that God had at length been gracious 
to his creatures, and permitted the Day-spring nrom on 
high to bless them with his presence. But in order to fol- 
low the travellers uninterruptedly, I was necessitated to 
pass over the events that were being enacted in Jerusalem 
during the period that intervened from their quitting Persia 
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to their arrival in the court of Herod. These were the 
circumcision^ and presentation of Jesus in the Temple. In 
order to destroy the fatal consequences of Adam's dis- 
obedience, it was necessary that the promised Redeemer 
should adopt the nature of his guilty creatures ; this could 
only be accomplished by his becoming an Infant of Days, 
a * Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief ; ' but 
while he endured pain and suffering, deprivations and trials, 
he was perfect* harmless, and undefiled ; therefore when, 
according to the Mosaic dispensation, he was brought to 
the High Priest for circumcision at eight days old, it was 
not for the purpose of signifying that he was bom in sin^ 
and needed the mortification of a corrupt nature, and re- 
newal unto holiness, which was the thing signified by this 
solemn rite ; no, it was to prove that in his person aJl the 
ordinances of the law should receive their perfect fulfil- 
ment, that he would be amenable to all its requisitions, and 
that he might redeem those who were under the law, a 
heavy uncompromising bondage, and give them liberty as 
the adopted sons of the Lord Almighty. 

*^ The next event was, when Mary at the expiration of 
forty days went into the Temple to offer the sacrifices cus- 
tomary on such occasions, viz. * a lamb of the first year 
for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a turtle dove, 
for a sin offering.' But the law provided, ' if the woman 
be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two 
turtles, or two young pigeons ; the one for the burnt offer- 
ing, and the other for a sin offering : and the priest shall 
make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean.' (Lev. 
xii. 6, 8.) I have quoted this passage in order to show 
you the humble circumstances wherein our Lord was born. 
Mary could not furnish the lamb, therefore she was obliged 
to have recourse to the lowest offering, viz. the turde- 
doves ; and when her sacrifice was received by the priest, 
she, with her husband Joseph, presented the child to the 
Lord, that thus, in conformity with the law, he might be 
regarded as holy to the Lord, being the first-bom. (Exod. 
xiii. 2, 15.) While this solemn ceremony was taking place, 
Simeon, a man of eminent piety, and well known through- 
out Jerusalem, entered the Temple. The character given 
of him is, ^ that he was just and devout, waiting for the 
Consolation of Israel : and the Holy Ghost was upon him.'" 
(Luke ii. 25.) '* Is Jesus Christ meant here, Sir," said Hy- 
ford, ** as the Consolation of Israel ? " " Yes," replied M.x» 
C., '' the coming of Jesus would indeed be lYie con&o\a.>^Qia 
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of all believers, and Simeon, in common with other pious 
Jews, was looking for the appearance of the Messiah ; his 
ardent hopes were at length to be gratified, for it was re- 
vealed unto him 'by the Holy Ghost that he should not see 
death before he had seen the Lord's Christ/ (Verse 26.} 
The Spirit therefore conducted him into the Temple pre- 
cisely at the time the Infant was being presented to the 
Lord, and convinced him that he beheld Him who was to be 
for * salvation unto the ends of the earth.' (Acts xiiL 47-) 

* He took him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said^ 

* Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, ac- 
cording to thy word.' (Verses 28, 29.) 

" Ah, Sir," said Hyford, ** he might well ask for this, with 
Christ Jesus in his arms ; he was indeed blessed, and ready 
to depart into glory at any time he was summoned. Simeon 
is an object of envy to us old men, dear Sir; there are few so 
ready to ask for their discharge from all their sorrows as he 
was ; but well he might, when with his eyes he saw, and 
in his arms embraced his Saviour and his God. Will you 
excuse me, ladies," added the worthy farmer, ''but I have 
been blest above many, and I must speak sometimes, for 
our dear parson here knows the mercy that has been shown 
to me, the blustering, violent John Hyford." "Never think 
of being silent because we are present, Mr. Hjrford," said 
Mrs. Basil ; '* we value your remarks, and always enjoy 
the testimony you have it in your power to give us of the 
effects of God's Holy Spirit establishing his dominion in 
the heart of a sinner. As the tree is known by its timts, 
so is the Spirit's influence evidenced by the change pro- 
duced upon the life, habits, conversation, and general be- 
haviour of that happy being who is brought out of darkness 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto God. But 
Mr. C. will now kindly proceed." " Your remark, Mr, Hy- 
ford," said the Pastor, " with respect to Simeon is perfectly 
correct ; he was doubly blessed, for both his natural and 
spiritual vision were gratified. His eye saw the Salvation of 
his God ; he beheld at that instant ' Him of whom Moses in 
the law and the Prophets did write.' (John i. 45.) Him who 
was ' God manifest in the flesh,' for the purpose of abolish- 
ing death, the consequences of the fall, and bringing life 
and immortality to light ; Him in whom all the 'promises' 
of Jehovah given from age to age are 'yea and amen,' rati- 
fied and confirmed, and who was the identical Child fore- 
told by the prophet Isaiah seven hundred and thirty-seven 
years before. By faith he saw Him, the Redeemer of 
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millions, leading captivity- captive, and crushing Satan, sin, 
and death under his triumphant fout. The line of demar- 
cation drawn by the law, and which had rendered the 
followers of Judaism alone apparently the objects of the 
Divine favour, was now to be withdrawn. Jesus was come 
not only for the glory of Israel, but to be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles ; to destroy the wall of partition, which was 
composed of ceremonies and divers ordinances, and from 
henceforth to form one great and mighty building, whereof 
He Himself would be both the foundation and chief cor- 
ner stone. 

'' Such was the infant that Simeon blessed. Nor was he 
a solitary witness to the incarnation of the Deity ; we are 
told there was one * Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Fhanuel, of the tribe of Aser ; she was of a great age,' and 
had been a widow for eighty-four years. Her residence was 
mostly in the Temple, where she occupied herself night and 
day in serving God. She likewise beheld the child in 
Simeon's arms, and by the influence of the Spirit was led 
at once to acknowledge him as the long-expected Messiah. 
Nor was she contented to keep the blessed fact to herself ; 
no, she openly confessed him amongst her people : ' she 
spake of him to all who were looking for redemption in 
Jerusalem.' May we go and do likewise ! May we imitate 
the example set us by Simeon and Anna, and may we each 
labour for the extension of our Master's kingdom, and en- 
deavour to lead our ignorant fellow creatures to that Saviour 
whom we have found. As soon as all these interesting 
events terminated, and the various ceremonies enjoined by 
the law were concluded, it appears that the Holy Family 
returned to Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. There per- 
haps they stayed only a short time, and again visited Beth- 
lehem, for at the time the events in the Temple occurred 
that we have just noticed, our Lord was only forty days 
old, whereas the events we are now arrived at took place, 
we are led to believe, somewhere about his first year." 

'* After the kind permission you have given us. Sir," said 
Mr. Lawrence, '* to make any remark that may suggest itself 
relative to the subject under consideration, 1 shall not apo- 
logize for saying a few words before you proceed with your 
most interesting discourse, and to which the meeting of 
Simeon and Anna has given rise. These aged saints 
appear to have united in thanksgivings to the Most High 
for his wondrous gift to man ; and Anna is not behind 
old Simeon in proclaiming the arrival of the andcv^^Xi^^ 
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Messiah. From hence I would remark, that both under the 
Jewish and Gospel dispensations, women are emancipated 
from that inferior position which they hold in heathen 
countries, and where ignorance and error are combined. I 
have travelled. Sir, into foreign lands, where I have seen the 
female degraded into the crouching slave, performing the 
hardest labour, and treated as a being of inferior mould. I 
have seen her kneel at the feet of him who was both her 
master and her husband, and ask even for a smile, which 
was given or withheld as humour prompted. I have heard 
man, proud man, proclaim himself Lord of Creation, and 
woman formed only for his pleasure and convenience, a 
creature of to-day, but unworthy of immortality. And 
since my return to England, Christian England, I have 
entered the abode of the rough, untaught labourer, he 
who had no fear of God before his eyes, and i have seen 
and heard him abuse his wife, and treat her as a brute ; and 
I have beheld the tear trickle down the pale cheek of her 
whom at the altar he promised to love and to cherish, and 
the poor thing has turned away when she saw I was a spec- 
tator of the cruel scene. Oh, Sir, it is only religion that 
places us all in our just position, and the fruits of that 
religion are observable in the beautiful manner wherein a 
Christian family is conducted; the husband kind, affec- 
tionate, and confiding ; the wife gentle, attentive, and cheer- 
ful ; the children obedient, respectful, and submissive ; the 
servants faithful, honest, and willing. What a contrast does 
this present to the wretched abode of ignorance, supersti- 
tion and vice ! '* " Your observation, Sir," said Mr. C, ** is 
very just. In many parts of the Bible, both in the New 
and Old Testament, but particularly in the former, much 
honour is put upon females ; as if the Most High would 
teach men that He regards them with equal favour, and as 
heirs with them of the grace of life. When the Redeemer 
entered upon his mission of love, the glad tidings were 
spread abroad, as we have just seen, by a man and a woman ; 
women ministered to his wants ; women were healed by 
Him of their diseases ; women followed him to Calvary, and 
stood at the foot of his cross, undismayed by the multitudes 
of his murderers ; women were the first to visit his tomb, 
and the first to proclaim that the Lord was risen ; women 
have not shrunk at torture, but boldly confessed their 
Saviour, and received the martyr's crown ; and in our own 
day we find them unwearying in their exertions, and most 
powerful assistants to us, the Ministers of the Gospel, often 
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making their ivay, and finding access to many we could not 
leachy until the words of truth persuasively set forth hy 
them has touched the heart of the hitherto stubborn sinner. 
But now we must turn our attention to the next event that 
occurred in the early part of our Lord's career. As I before 
said, the adoration of the eastern sages was some time after 
his presentation in the Temple ; these men were ignorant of 
the hatred Herod bore the infant, and after their interview 
with him, which we noticed before, they unsuspiciously 
wended dieir way to Bethlehem, where they found the ob- 
ject of their search, and by their adoration acknowledged his 
Divinity. Undoubtedly they purposed retracing their steps, 
but this was overruled by God himself, who warned them 
in a dream not to return to Herod, but to take another route 
for their homeward journey. This cruel, suspicious prince 
waited in the utmost anxiety for the re- appearance of the 
travellers ; upon their report he determined to act, and, if 
necessary, to put to deatii the rival he so greatly dreaded. 
Day after day passed away, and still all was miserable un- 
certainty ; at length he received the unwelcome tidings that 
not only were the Magi returned home, but the family he 
was watching had disappeared, whither he knew not ; * for 
the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, say- 
ing. Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee 
into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word : for 
Herod will seek the yoimg child to destroy him.' (Matt ii. 
12, 13.) 

'* Joseph immediately obeyed the Divine command ; 
he knew the murderous character of the King, and that 
there was no time to lose ; that night, therefore, it 
would i^pear, he set forth with his treasures for Egypt, 
and, protected by Omnipotence, arrived in safety. In 
that country, once the land of Israel's bondage and of suf- 
fering, the feunily dwelt until the death of the tyrant aUowed 
them to return to their native abode. But observe what the 
Evangelist adds in reference to this circumstance, * that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the pro- 
phet, saying, out of Egypt have I called my Son.* (Verse 15.) 
This prophet was Hosea, and let us turn to the 1 1th chapter, 
Ist verse, and read it. ' When Israel was a child, then I 
loved him, and called my Son out of Egypt' The prophet, 
when he uttered these words, no doubt was considering the 
state of his countrymen in former days, when, as an infant 
nation, they endured the afliction of slavery, but being ob- 
jects ghT Jehovah's love, he called them, and finslV^ >aio\x^\. 
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them out of the land ; but the Holy Spirit had a higher and 
more enlarged meaning. He applies the words to the Mes- 
siah as the incarnate Son of God, and Head of his Church, 
that multitude whom he has redeemed out of the world, 
whereof Egypt is always the type, and who are and have 
been continually protected by Almighty love. We must 
admit the intimate union of Christ and his Church, other- 
wise there are many portions of God's word that would 
be unintelligible, and deprived of much of their sub- 
lime beauty. The passage before us, ' out of Egypt have I 
called my Son,' is of this description ; as Christ in reality 
came out of Egypt, so does he spiritually bring forth his 
people. They are the body, whereof he is the Head ; he 
withdraws himself from the entanglements and service of a 
sinful world, and his people in Him ; as he leads so they fol- 
low ; the head influences the body, and guides it onwards to 
heaven, the spiritual Canaan, where, complete in him, it 
dwells for evermore. 

** But now we must return to the history, and learn in 
what manner Herod acted when he found his victim had 
eluded his vengeance. ^ Then Herod, when he saw that he 
was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wrath, and 
sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, 
and in all the coast thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time that he had diligently inquired of the 
wise men.' " (Verse 16.) *' Well, Sir," said Hyford, " I have 
many and many times read this verse» and I believe never 
thought a bit about it ; why. Sir, of all the cruel deeds that 
were ever committed by bad men, surely this was one of the 
worst. Poor babies ! or, rather, miserable parents, for the 
infants themselves were soon out of their misery, and were 
saved a world of sorrow. Their hour of trial was very short, 
for the sword of the king soon cut it asunder." •* True," 

replied Mr. C . " What sort of man was Herod in his 

general conduct, Sir ? " said Mr. Smith. " He was ambitious, 
tyrannical, and horribly cruel, always suspicious, and of a 
hateful temper. He had one of his wives, his eldest son 
Antipater, and many of his relatives put to death. So we 
cannot be surprised that the murder of the infants should be 
ordered without a pang of remorse. He was made governor 
of Gulilee about forty-six years before the birth of Christy 
and in sixteen years afterwards he was advanced to the dig- 
nity of king of Judea, over which country he reigned thirty- 
seven yean, dying a few months after t\ie a.vfiul tck»Ma.cte 
of the Betidemite children. His end ^a& dxe.^^\i\^ «cA 
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Burked by bloodshed and cruelty ; for it is related that 
when the news was spread abroad in the city that he could 
not poBsibly recover, two Jewish doctors, men of eminence 
and learning, unfortunately induced several of the young 
men to commence destroying different structures that the 
king had erected contrary to their laws. The tumult came 
to the d3ring monarch's ears, who ordered them to be con- 
veyed to Jericho, whither he followed in a litter, and after 
a kind of trial condemned all the prisoners to be burnt alive ; 
and this not being sufficient, he commanded the principal 
Jews to repair' to Jericho, for he was too ill to return to 
Jerusalem, where he had them put into prison, and gave 
strict orders to his sister and her husband to have them put 
to death as soon as he died himself, in order, as he said, to 
secure a real mourning amongst the people." '' And was this 
order performed. Sir ? " said Hyford, whose attention was 
deeply fixed, historical events being quite unknown to him. 

"No," rephed Mr. C , "for though his sister and her 

husband were as bad as possible, and well matched with 
their savage brother, on this occasion they acted well; they 
were really ashamed of the order, and endeavoured to con- 
ceal it from the people, desiring the gates of their prison to 
be opened^ and commanding the inmates to depart*to their 
respective homes. So much for Herod, a man who was sur- 
named the Ghreat, but whose violence and thirst for blood 
rendered him a perfect monster." 

'^ And those parents whom he no doubt in many in- 
stances rendered childless, what of them. Sir ? " interrupted 

Mr. Hill. "Yes,*' replied Mr. C , " their bereavement ia 

most affectingly described : * In Rama was there a voice 
beard, lamentation and weeping, and great mourning, Ra- 
chel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, 
because they are not.' St. Matthew only quotes the com- 
mencement of this prophecy, but no doubt he intended his 
readers to observe the entire, which is very beautiful, and 
runs thus ; (Jeremiah xxxi. 15, &c.) ' Thus saith the Lord, 
refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes from tears ; 
for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the Lord, and they 
shall come again from the land of the enemy. For there is 
hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy children shall 
come again to their own border.' Here were precious words 
of comfort for these afflicted mothers : and not for tbet(\. 
only, but for all those who have been called ui^ii U^ eowvv^ 
tbeir beloved ones to the tomb. What do tVie^ %«^ 1 -vX^iSJ. 
ttmea of consolation do they produce? TViey la'^, -w^t:^ 
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not, ye tender parents, over yon cold remains, for tliose 
whom you lament shall come again. Jesus hath hrought life 
and immortality to light, and trampled death under his tri- 
umphant feet : and the day is fast approaching when thou 
shaltbe united to thine absent ones, and thy tears dried up for 
ever. Yes, my dear hearers, the Holy Spirit dictated these 
precious words in order that they might comfort you as well 
as the weeping Bethlemites. In his omniscience he beheld 
the infants weltering in their blood, and heard the shrieks 
of the agonized parents, and though for the accomplishment 
of his own inscrutable purposes he permitted the horrid 
deed, still he provided his precious bahn whereby he closed 
and healed the wound the vile murderer had made. No sooner 
was Herod dead than the family were again admonished to 
return to Judea. Egypt was only to be a temporary abode, 
and they were ready to quit it as soon as they were com- 
manded ; Joseph never hesitated, but as soon as the angel 
appeared to him, and said, ' Arise, and take the young ctuld 
and his mother, and go into the land of Israel,* mentioning 
that he might do so with perfect security, * as they were dead 
who sought the young child's life,' it is recorded, * that he 
arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came 
into the land of Israel.' (Verses 19 — 21.) Here were the 
evidences of Joseph's faith ; as God led him, so he was will- 
ing to follow ; perfectly satisfied to sojourn in Egypt as long 
as his heavenly Master deemed it necessary. He remained 
contented until he received permission to return home, and 
it would be well for us, my friends, were we to follow his 
example. This world ought not to be, is not the home of the 
children of God; they must be strangers and sojourners here, 
abiding contentedly during their Father's pleasure, and per- 
forming the various works he has appointed for them to do, 
willing to arise and depart whensoever it is his will to call 
them hence, and constantly looking forward to their arrival 
at that ' city which hath foundations^ whose builder and 
maker is God.' " (Heb. xi. 10.) 

** Sir," said Mr. Basil, *^ these are the happy fruits of that 
union with our Spiritual Head to which you alluded a short 
time since. Look at the list of worthies mentioned in the 
1 1th of Hebrews, and we behold every one of them declaring 
plainly that they seek a country. And it is the same with 
Christians now ; they have their ties, it is true, and often- 
times blessings are dispensed to them with a liberal hand, 
but ask them whether they would be content to dNut^X ^on- 
twually here, whether they are satisfted mtVi t\ift ^at>aoxi& 
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allotted to thein« and they will tell you no, for so long as 
they are in this tabernacle, they groan, being burdened. The 
body of flesh is a load of itself, but inbred sin, that ever active 
principle of evil, the old man, which is perpetually on the 
alert to gain the ascendancy, makes them weary of their 
earthly dwelling, and they ' long to be absent from the body 
that they maybe present with the Lord,' delivered from their 
bondage of corruption, and freed for ever from the pollutions 
of sin. But pray proceed." ** The fears of Joseph were ex- 
cited when he arrived in Judea. The first news he heard 
was, that Archelaus reigned in Judea in the room of his father 
Herod ; and though God warned him in a dream whither to 
go, unbelief prevaHed, and it is recorded, * that he was afraid 
to go thither, and therefore turned aside into the parts of 
Oalilee.' (Verse 22.) Herod just before his death altered his 
will, whereby he declared Archelaus his successor. He 
reigned ten years, when being accused before the emperor 
of Rome, who was in fact master of Judea, of various crimes, 
and found guilty, he was deposed and banished to the city 
of Vienne, in France, and Palestine became a Roman pro- 
vince, governed by persons appointed by the emperors. By 
the reluctance of Joseph to return to Bethlehem, he unwit- 
tingly fulfilled another prophecy relative to the early days of 
the Messiah. It is recorded that < He came and dwelt in a 
city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, he shall be called a Nazarene.' (Verse 
23.) It was foretold that 'Jesus should bear many re- 
proaches/ (Psa. Ixix. 9 ;) that he 'should be despised,' (Isa. 
liii. 3;) and regarded with contempt, (John i. 46 ;) all which 
occurred to him even before he had given his sinful country- 
men offence by the purity of his life and doctrine. It was 
sufiicient to make them despise him to know that he dwelt 
in Nazareth, which was a small obscure town in Galilee, as 
the northern part of the country was termed, the inhabitants 
of which were considered by the remainder of the Jews as 
their inferiors in every respect ; therefore Nathaniel, when 
invited to meet Jesus, hesitated. ' Can any good thing come 
out of Nazareth ? ' he said, or in other words, can that de- 
spicable town, remote, and almost separated from the civi- 
lized part of the world, produce a man capable of being our 
instructor, much more the promised Messiah, the Prince of 
Life ? To this Philip's reply is indeed worthy of imitation, 
* Come and Bee/ judge for yourself, for it is a matXw ol \)afc 
utmost importance, not indeed where Jeau^ dvre\i% ^>\im^ 
hh sojourn upon earth, but whether thialibVy maxvto vi\vom 
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I would conduct you, is in truth the Christ, the Sayioor of 
the world. It is of small importance to us, my friends, 
whether the early days of our Redeemer were spent in 
Bethlehem or Nazareth, hut it is of the utmost consequence 
that we receive the testimony recorded in the Bihle con- 
cerning him. It is true, that in the Old Testament he is 
seldom visible, I mean personally visible ; but his spiritual 
presence is discoverable from the time he was promised to 
our first parents in Eden, to the day that he beccmie mani- 
fested as a babe in Bethlehem. In Abel's lamb, in Isaac's 
iBacrifice, in the appointment of animals as an atonement for 
sin; in the brazen serpent, in the flowing rock, in the abun- 
dant manna, in the many and various services of the Taber- 
nacle, the believer beholds the Saviour he adores ; his un- 
prejudiced mind is satisfied that He who was despised as a 
Nazarene, is» as I before said, the Salvation appointed for 
aU people even unto the ends of the earth. (Acts xiiL 47.) 
The poverty of Mary, his lowly abode, the obscurity of his 
early years, present no obstacle. These are matters of trifling 
import, for the Spirit has, by his mighty influences, led him 
to regard Him as ^ God manifest in the flesh ; ' as He ^ who 
fulfilled all righteousness/ being * able to save them to the 
uttermost who come unto God by Him,' seeing that now 
* He is exalted to the right hand of the Most High, and ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.' This, my dear people, 
is a never-ending theme, one that calls forth feelings angels 
cannot join in, and which furnishes that glorious song which 
the banished apostle heard, and which is ever glorious, and 
for ever new." 
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When the day again arrived for the happy party to 

assemble, the weather being very hot, Mr. C went out 

into the garden to meditate upon his intended subject ; the 
song of the birds, the hum of the insects, the genUe breeze 
that played amongst the leaves, increased his devotional 
feelings, and with rapture he exclaimed, ** * All thy works 
praise thee, O God, and thy saints give thanks unto thee; 
they shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of 
thy power ; to make known to the sons of men his mighty 
acts, and the glorious majesty of his kingdom.' And this 
is my privilege ; nay, my duty, my employment. Oh ! 
when I undertook the ministerial office, how little I was 
aware of the honour that was attached to it ; I was like 
a man called into the immediate senrioe of his prince, and 
yet perfectly insensible of the distinction conferred upon 
him ; but, blessed be Gt>d, he has awakened me from my 
sinful slumber, and my heart's desire is, ' to spend, and 
be spent ka, his service.' But here comes old Hyford, 
unusually <eadj ; can anything have happened to the dear 
old man?* 

By this Ume the worthy farmer entered the walk occu- 
pied by Mr. C , attd for the first time appeajred sensible 

of his intrusion ; he stopped, took off his hat, and vj^ 
peared quite at a loss how to proceed. *' I fear, sir — 
I am ashamed, sir ;" he could say no more. '* What is 

the matter, Mr. Hyford?" demanded Mr. C . '^Has 

anything gone wrong?" "No, sir, nothing," replied 
the old man, ^' but my own self-will, that has gone wrong; 
my dame told me I was much too early, and that I should 
intrude upon you ; but one of my old headstrong fits came 
over me, and it was not until I saw you, and knew you 
were pondering over your chapter, that I was sensible of 
my fault; but, sir, pray excuse me, and I will go and 
»tay in the servants' hall till the usual time." " You shall 
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do no such thing," said Mr. C , with a smile ; " so come 

with me, and tell me all you have to say, for I know 
you have something- on your mind." •* Well, then, sir,*' 
said the delighted farmer, " I will, for I know you will 
excuse my holdness ; I cannot talk to you before the 
gentlefolks as I do when you come to our house, or the 
Warner's or to Smith's; but still I am so glad to see 
them, and they are so attentive, and seem so pleased. 
I like Mrs. Basil ; she told me I was a happy being, those 
were her words, and she spoke the truth, for since I have 
found my Saviour, I am always happy. Not that I do not 
find sin rising very often. Oh ! sir, as you truly say, it 
may be crushed, but still it is there, and often causes me 
to weep over it as a burden too heavy for me to bear ; but 
still I know it will never again get the mastery^ for 
' He who has begun the good work, will finish it ;' and 
I trust that you, my dear sir, my friend, my pastor, will 
accompany me when I go into the death valley, will 
whisper those precious words you have so often uttered 
into my ear, and will, when you put this old worn-out 
body into the grave, take the opportunity of telling the 
people, that John Hyford *was dead, but is alive again, 
he was lost, but is found.' Will you promise me this, my 
dear sir V " I will,'* replied Mr. C— - — ^ much affected ; 
"but I trust God will spare you to us some time longer 
yet" " His will, not mine, be done," replied the old man ; 
**I can now, blessed be his name, say with Simeon, 
*Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word, for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.' But, sir, you have no idea how hard Mr. Law- 
rence hit me, when he talked so much of the hardships 
poor women meet with from ungodly husbands ; I remem- 
ber the time when my poor dame trembled at the sound 
of my voice, when my girls ran away when they saw me 
enter thie house, through fear of my severity, and when 
I roared at them for absolutely nothing, making them fiy 
here and there, and, in short, rendering my household 
miserable, and all for my tempers, and because I would 
•how that I was master. But they none of them loved me ; 
they feared, but they dreaded me ; and how could it be 
otherwise, when I behaved in such a way ?" 

"And is it so now, Mr. Hyford?" said Mr. C . 

" Thank God, no, sir ; my dear wife has always a smile 
for me when we meet ; my daughters, when they see me 
eomin^r out of the £elds, run to put my cWvt, ^ud. Tonkft 
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me comfortable ; my boys are dutiful and iiiduAtriou84 and 
the very workmen seem to like their old master, ao that 
I am indeed happy, too happy. If folks did but know what 
is most for their profit, as well as comfort, they woold 
follow the ways of holiness themselves, and promote it 
in others ; for this I am sure of, that independently of my 
peace, my farm never paid half so well as it does now, and 
it was never in such good order. Oh ! how I wish I could 
make some of my former intimates understand this, bat they 

will not." " No, my friend," replied Mr. C , " it is 

the peculiar office of the Holy Spirit to convince man that 
he is a sinner, and nothing that we can say or do will be 
of the least avail, if he withholds his heavenly assistance ; 
but as I have often told you, the Most High generally sees 
fit to work by means, and employ agents in the fiuther- 
ance of his cause ; it is our positive duty to set the troth 
before our thoughtless neighbours, looking to the gracious 
Spirit to sanctify and bless our feeble efforts. But now we 
must go in ; our friends are beginning to assemble, and 
we must not detain them.'' ** God bless you, sir," said the 
old man, '^ you have made me very happy." 

When all appeared to be settled comfortably, the ex- 
cellent pastor opened his book. '< It is my privilege 
and happiness again to meet you, my dear friends," he 
said, *' and to unfold another page of our Redeemer's 
history. In the events mentioned hitherto, he appears to 
have been completely passive ; his godhead was so veiled 
by his human nature, that they did with him as they listed; 
he dwelt at Nazareth, subject to Mary and Joseph, but 
giving evidence of his superiority, for it is written, ' The 
child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; 
and the grace of God was upon him.' (Luke ii, 40.) 
Having so completely adopted our nature, sin only excepted, 
it was necessary that * in all things he should be made like 
unto his brethren, being with them partakers of fiesh and 
blood, that through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the deviL'" (Heb. iL 17, 14.) 
" I have frequently thought of the early youth of Jesus, 
Mr. C ," said Mrs. Basil, *^ and I never could satis- 
factorily solve the question, whether he then gave indica- 
tions of his divinity." ** 1 should say that he did," replied 

Mr. C f ** the text says, * he waxed strong in spirit ;' 

a similar expression, it is true, is used in reference to John 

the Baptist, but it is added in the verse \>«ioT^ >aA> ^ ^CcoX 

Jesus was £Ued with wisdom, and the gtact ol Oo^ ^^. 
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Upon him.' This is more than was ever recorded of anj 
mortad child, while, like his forerunner John, as the facul- 
ties of his soul unfolded, all holy affections and dispositions 
became proportionably vigorous. 'He was filled with 
WKsdom,' by the influences of the Holy Spirit, in a peculiar 
degree ; proving by all his words and actions, that he was 
pure and perfect, unfettered by sin, and guided continually 
by the Spirit from on high. But no mention is made of 
these his early years, when we are led to the conjecture 
that he followed the trade of Joseph, by referring to 
Mark vL 3, and Matthew xiii. 55. The only circumstance 
that is recorded of him will form the subject of our con- 
nderation to-day. The history is this : ' Now hb parents 
went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.' 
This was the first of the three great yearly feasts appointed 
by the Jewish law, and which you all know was instituted 
in commemoration of the miraculous delivery of the 
nation from the Egyptian bondage. It was to be held in 
Jerusalem, and nowhere else, * as the place which the 
Lord their God chose out of all their tribes to put his 
name there.' (Deut. xii, 5.) And in reference to which 
David writes this Song of Degrees — * I was glad when 
they said unto me. Let us go into the house of the Lord. 
Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jeru- 
salem is builded as a city that is compact together : whither 
the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, unto the testimony 
of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the Lord.' 
(Psalm cxxii. 1 — 4.) The ]ieople of God consider it not 
only their duty, but their privilege, to attend the public 
ordinaaoes of religion. They are sensible that they can- 
not plead the fulfilment of our Lord's promise, if they 
forget the terms whereon it was made, viz. : ' If two of 
you shall agree on earth as touching anything that they 
shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in 
my nfime, there am I in the midst of them.' (Matthew 
zViiL 19, 20.) The Jews of old looked forward to their 
tanoal feasts with delight, they united in prayer and praise, 
and felt, when forming a part of the great congregation, 
that Jehovah was truly amongst them. Oh that it were 
80 in our days ! but there are many, very many, who seem 
to forget that public worship was ever instituted. How is 
tint Sabbath spent in our large towns — ^in qui coNALtr; 
villnges — bf a large proportion of the peopVel Xq^tk^ 
Amtnen, Bhell answer, the question; for, «&aA\ ^oKk^^^ 
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know it to be the day of idleness and sin, anythidg bat a 
foretaste and type of the rest and enjoyment that heaven 
offers to us. To them I would apply our dying Re- 
deemer's prayer, ^ Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do ;* mad after the pleasures of life, and anzioai 
to drown reflection, they forget their inmiortality, and use 
every artifice to banish thought. But the day of bitter- 
ness will arrive; and for Sabbaths despised, ordinances 
neglected, privileges abused, and mercies cast aside, there 
will be a heavy reckoning, unless Almighty Love intelrpose, 
and * snatch them as brands hx)m the burning.' Bat we 
must return to the holy family. 

" ^ When Jesus was twelve years old, his parents wentnp 
to Jerusalem, after the custom of the feast,' (Luke iL 41 ;) 
and upon this occasion they took him with them for the first 
time ; for, according to the Jewish law, boys under twelve 
years were not under the obligation of the law, but after 
that period, having presented themselves before the Lord at 
this sacred feast, they were termed sons, or disciples of the 
law; therefore it well became our blessed Lord, our ex- 
ample, as well as instructor, to be found, when lost, in the 
midst of those who were appointed to preserve and teach 
the sacred laws. But we must not anticipate. * And when 
they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child 
Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem ; and Joseph and his 
mother knew not of it But they, supposing him to have 
been in the company, went a day's journey ; and they 
sought him amongst their kinsfolk and acquaintanoe. 
And when they found him not, they turned back again to 
Jerusalem seeking him. And it came to pass, that after 
three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them 
questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his 
understanding and answers.' (Verses 43 — 47.) ^And 
^'^hen they had fulfilled the days, they returned.' The 
feast of the passover was to continue seven days ; and the 
first and last of these were to be observed especially as days 
of rest and holy convocation, wherein all were unanimous 
in the worship of God ; the intermediate da3rs most pro^ 
bably were spent, particularly by the pious Jews, in prayer* 
praise, and meditation. The offering of a sheaf of the 
first-fruits upon the second of these days of unleavened 
bread, as they were termed, was the next ceremony, and 
a token of their thankfulness to the Most High for his 
Jboanty^in proridix^ .them necessary iood\ ^>&a >^«^ cml- 
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secrated, as it were, their ensuing hjEtrvest^ and besought 
the blessing of the gracious Qiver. Ail these ceremonies 
were types and shadows of things to come : the Paschal 
Lamb was a lively semblance of Jesus, the lamb without 
blemish and without spot, whose purifying blood being 
applied by faith to the believer, shelters him effectually 
from the wrath of God, and gives him life and immortaUty : 
the Passover shows forth the redemption of Grod's people 
from worse than Egyptian bondage, even slavery to sin and 
Satan; and displays the ransomed of the Lord coming 
forth and separating from the world, headed by Jesus, the 
Captain of their salvation. The Sheaf of First-fruits wa» 
likewise typical of Him, who being * risen from the dead, 
is become the first-fruits of them that slept,' (1 Cor. xv. 20 ;) 
for as the acceptance of the sheaf in the wave-offering 
was an earnest of the Jewish harvest being accepted and 
blessed, so is the rising of the great Redeemer a certain 
proof that all his people are accepted in him, and that 
'because he lives, they shall live also.' (John xiv. 19.) 
When the seven days were concluded, and all the ceremo* 
nies prescribed by the law were completed, the multitudes 
departed for their respective homes, 

** The concourse of people thus journeying must have 
been immense. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at, that 
at first the absence of Jesus from Joseph and Mary should 
have occasioned no astonishment; but when hour after 
hour passed away, and he did not return to them, they 
became anxious, and uneasy, and sought for him a whole 
day amongst their relations and acquaintance ; but, being 
still disappointed, they determined to return to the city; 
where they continued their sorrowful search for three suc- 
cesnve days ; at the end of which time they discovered him 
in the temple, * sitting in the midst of the doctors, both 
hearing them, and asking them questions,' (verse 46.) 
This portion of our Redeemer's early life we are too fre* 
quendy inclined to pass over as an event of small import- 
ance ; but not so ; throughout the whole transaction rays 
of his divinity can be discerned by the believer, and while 
we behold lum surrounded by the grave teachers of the 
law, we cease to wonder at the astonishment they expe- 
rienced at * his understanding and answers.' " *^ But we 
cannot be surprised at the doctors being puzzled coiu^ttvr 

mg him, m," said Mr, HUL "True," iep\ied ^Vt. Q» > 

^witb their expected Messiah, they united «XV \5mX. ^t^wa 
world terms easential ; Daniel had laeatioTitd Yam ^ ^^ 
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* Prince,' (chapter ix. 25 ;) and, therefore, with this title 
was associated kingrioms and riches, honours and majesty. 
They groaned umier a foreign yoke ; no monarch of Jewish, 
eztraciion filled the throne of David, and, therefore, they 
expected great things from the * Shiloh ' foretold by Jacob. 
(Genesis xlix. 10.) Under his triumphant sway they 
anticipated complete deliverance from their enemies^ and 
nothing but victories and earthly pomp entered tbdr 
benighted minds. They were conversant witli the pro-: 
phetic books, but read them literally, and they looked 
forward with rapture to the period when the Jewish nation 
should, under Messiah's government, take precedence 
of all others. The child before them, therefore, gave them 
small concern, until, from his wonderful questions and re- 
plies, he compelled them to give him their attention. Bat 
how little they thought that, thus veiled in humanity* the 
Saviour of mankind was before them ! that the interesting 
youth was, indeed, the long-promised Prince of Life, who 
had left his throne of glory to fulfil the promise made unto 
their fathers, that he would erect a kingdom that should 
never be removed; that he would lead captivity captivei 
and vanquish Satan, sin, and death ! All this, and even 
more, did he perform, who was then in their assembly ; and 
no doubt, when the time arrived for his public manifesta- 
tion, many of these Jewish doctors recollected his conduct 
on the present occasion, and were compelled to acknow- 
ledge him as the Son of God and promised King of Israel. 
** As teachers and expounders of the law, these vene- 
rable fathers were much revered. We can, therefore, 
easily imagine the astonishment of Mary and Joseph, when 
they first beheld the object of their solicitude, and heard 
him propounding questions, and making replies suitable to 
the capacity of the most learned amongst them. ^ How 
knoweth this man letters, having never learned ?' was asked 
concerning him some few years afterwards, (see John viL 
15 ;) but though he adopted our human nature, 'he pos- 
sessed all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge,' (Co« 
loss. ii. 3,) such as study could not impart; thereforcy 
he might well perplex those who conversed with him, and 
only knew him as the son of Joseph, the carpenter. The 
remonstrance, too, of Mary, with his reply, added to their 
difiiculty to determine who he could be, when they heard 
her say — * Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us ? behold 
tbj^ father and I have sought thee, sotrowm^, Kxk!\ \w^ 
«uV/ onto them, How is it tha&ytaoui^mbt N^ViX i% 
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not that I must be about my Father's business V (Verses 
48, 49.) In these few words we are easily capable of 
discerning who he was of whom these events are recorded. 
Again a ray of his divinity shone forth ; otherwise was 
this speech characteristic of a child only twelve years of 
age ? Surely not ; already his mind was occupied by a 
sense of the mighty cause wherefore he became man, and 
he longed to commence his heavenly mission. Love, in*- 
finite love, had in the first instance moved him to under^ 
take the task of redeeming his sinful creatures from the 
yoke of sin and the power of Satan. Though perfectly 
aware of all he would have to endure from spiritual and 
temporal foes^ he never for a moment lost sight of his mar* 
vellous work ; the doctors little thought that he was the 
' Messenger of the Covenant, who should suddenly come 
to his temple.' (Mai. iiL 1.) And oh what a covenant! 
one, for which we, my friends, shall have cause to bless the 
glorious Triune Jehovah for ever and ever. For it was 
the covenant of redemption, and salvation by grace, entered 
into by the Eternal Three on behalf of guUty man, who is 
invited freely to come and partake of all the benefits 
thereby secured." 

•* And what are these benefits, sir ?" said Hyford ; ** I 
know something about them from experience, but I should 
just like to hear you sum them up." '' They are those 
blessings and privileges purchased for us by the merits and 

death of our divine Saviour," replied Mr. C . " The 

first covenant, the covenant of works, as it is termed, 
entered into with Adam in Paradise, was annulled in con<* 
sequence of his disobedience ; he had no power or strength 
in, and of himself, whereby he could resist and overcome 
temptation, consequently he fell ; for the inherent, or natu-* 
ral righteousness that he possessed as a sinless creature, was 
insufiicient for the hour of trial ; and if man, pure from his 
Maker's hands, unacquainted with sin, could not stand, oh! 
how can we sustain so terrible a contest as we are continu- 
ally called upon to endure against our spiritual foes in our 
own unassisted strength. And yet there are many who 
thus deceive themselves, who are constantly striving to 
establish a righteousness of their own, and erect a kind of 
tower, whereby they anticipate an easy means of entering 
into heaven. But their materials are composed oi ^ ^^^o^^ 
h&y, stubble,'' (1 Cor. iiL 12y) all com\»i%\M«8>^ wA >^^ 
eoDsequcDce may be easily anticipated iu t\i^t d«| N<iVctv. iS^ 
A/je doctrines shall be exposed and de^tro^ed fct e<i«. '^'^S 
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let UB turn from looking upon man, poor, weak, en'mg 
man, and feast our souls upon the Rock of our salvation, 
even Jesus Christ. Yes, my people, he is the ' Mediator 
of a better covenant, established upon better promises,' 
and these are its terms, made by God the Father, in hib 
mercy, love, and goodness, towards mankind, and which 
are accepted and sealed by the blood of God the Son, while 
God the Holy Spirit takes upon himself to induce us to 
accept them ; for great as the advantages are^ we should 
not think of doing so, unless divinely led. * For this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, saith the Lord ; I will put my laws into their 
mind, and write them in their hearts, and I will be to them 
a God, and they shall be to me a people. And they shall 
not teach every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know the Lord, for all shall knowxme, 
from the least to the greatest. For I will be merciful to 
their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities 
will I remember no more.' (Heb. viii. 10 — 12.) 

<' This is the sum of that Divine covenant entered into for 
us by Christ; and observe the promise made us on the part of 
our heavenly Father : 'He will put his laws into ourheartiy 
and write them in our minds,* enabling us to know and 
believe them, while he will give us memories to retain them, 
and power to put them into practice. David felt and 
understood this when he said, * I will meditate in thy 
precepts, and have respect unto thy ways.' (Psalm cxix. 
15.) * Hold thou me up, and 1 shall be safe ; the righte- 
ousness of thy testimonies is everlasting ; give me under- 
standing, and I shall live,' (Psalm cxix. 117, 144;) and 
observe, still further, what is promised in this glorious 
covenant, — ' I will be to them a God, and they shall be to 
me a people.* What can we want more ? * They shall,' — 
because ' I will.' God's will shall make us willing ; if, 
therefore, you feel a desire to belong to God, a wish to 
please and obey him, oh ! bless and praise him for his 
goodness manifested towards you. lliese desires came not 
from your natural heart, they never were conceived and 
fostered there ; no, they are the fruits of covenant love, 
ratified and confirmed to you by the merits and death of 
your Redeemer, whose blood has dropped upon the page 
that recorded all your guilt, and blotted it out for ever." 

•* Sir,** said Hyford, while tears stood in his eyes, 
^ these are words that deserve to be wxilteii m Vxx«t% ^V 
^old; well and truly have you sximmed up \.\v^ \«»RSk\^ 
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teeured to us by Jeeus Christ. I could dance for joy to 
think that nothing is expected from me towards getting 
my poor soul to heaven, for if it were, I should have small 
chance." *'We are all alike in that respect/' replied 

Mr. C 1 "*in us dwelleth no good thing/ (Romans 

rii. 18 ;) dierefore, we truly have nothing to boast of, 
either in thought, word, or deed ; consequently, boasting is 
entirely excluded, and he that ' glorieth shall only glory 
in the Lord.' But we must now return to our chapter.*' 

*^ It is said, sir," said Mr. Hill, " that Joseph and Mary 
could not understand the meaning of our Lord's reply." 

** Very true," answered Mr. C , " but this would not 

have been the case had they recollected what the angel 
(Gabriel foretold concerning him, ' I'hat he should be great, 
and should be called the Son of the Highest,' (Luke L 32;) 
as well as those numerous prophecies, with which, as be- 
lieving Jews, they, were conversant, but which they appear 
to have forgotten on this occasion. These are his words : 
^ How is it that ye sought me ? Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father's business? And they understood not 
the saying which he spake unto them.' (Verses 49, 50.) 
However, for the present his task was performed ; he had 
just shown himself in order, no doubt, to raise the expec- 
tation of the Jews still more ; for, as it was, the miraculous 
star, the inquiries of the magi, the song of the angels, the 
birth of John the Baptist, attended by such wonderful cir- 
cumstances, the prophecies of Zecharias, Simeon, and Anna, 
were events well known to all who dwelt at Jerusalem; and 
&e youthful days of Jesus, as well as those of his fore- 
runner John, were closely watched ; for of this latter it is 
especially recorded, that 'all they that heard them laid 
&em up in their hearts, saying, What manner of child shall 
this be ?' (Luke i. 66.) But, as I said before, the purpose 
of Jesus now was answered by his exciting the astonish- 
ment of the doctors ; his task was completed, so *" he went 
down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject 
unto them ; but his mother kept all these sayings in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in favour with God and man/ (ver. 51, 52.) Observe 
how Mary acted, for it is worthy of imitation ; though she 
did not understand what Jesus said, she did not forget his 
words. She considered, * pondered ' over tVlem^ (jit^ '^w \^ C\ 
expecting that, after a time, they would be ixAYy cx^^xkfc^> 
and which they were when the time arrived lot Vivni X.^ <i^^- 
meDce hia public miniatry. Then she beYie\d Yiiiii, ^\lOTx i^ 
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had called her son, teaching, living, acting, as no mortal manr 
had ever done before; she heard him declare himself *one 
with the Father,' (John s. 30,) * whose meat was to do 
the will of him who had sent him, and to finish his work.' 
(John iv. 34.) She heard of his stilling the foaming waves, 
and hushing the winds into a calm, (Matt. viii. 23, &c.) 
The powers of darkness were under his control, (Matt 
xviL 18;) and, at his bidding, disease, and even death, 
disappeared. Then she fully comprehended his mysterious 
birth, his wondrous youth, and was filled with awful as- 
tonishment, when she recollected those days and years 
when he obeyed her as a dutiful son, and endeared himself 
by his superior amiability and excellence to all who knew 
him. But even this portion of his life was recorded for 
our improvement. In * all things he has left us an ensample, 
that we should follow his steps ;' and from this period, until 
he was thirty years of age, we hear nothing more respecting 
him. It is commonly believed, that he worked with Joseph 
as a carpenter, which is not unlikely, as all Jews were 
brought up to some trade, and by the law, none were per* 
mitted to be teachers until the age I have mentioned, when 
it was supposed they were fully sensible of the importance 
of the sacred ministry, and had passed the season of youth*, 
ful levity." 

" And a very good rule," said Hyford ; ** by that time 
they had found out something of the evil that dwells within^ 
had gained a little experience, and learned to know the 
word they were called upon to explain. I wish — I know 
what I wish — but I will not interrupt you, good sir.** 

' " Our time is now expired," replied Mr. C , smiling 

at the original old man. "Our next chapter will be 
highly interesting, as it will be a detail of the ministry of 
John the Baptist" So saying, he closed his book, and the 
party dispersed. 
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" The subject of our consideration to-day, my dear 

friends," said Mr. C , when his numerous and attentive 

auditory were assembled, *' is one of great and infinite im- 
porrance ; and while drawing your attention to the ministry 
of John the Baptist, I feel indeed to be treading upon holy 
ground, inasmuch as his appearance and preaching was a 
prelude to the manifestation of Jesus as the Messiah — the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world, (John 
i. 29.) No mention is made of this remarkable character 
for thirty years, that is, from the time when we have the 
interesting account given by St. Luke of his being acknow- 
ledged by his father Zacharias, in the spirit of prophecy, 
as he who should be called the prophet of the Highest, to 
go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways ; to give 
knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of 
their sins," (Luke i. 76, 77.) Until the period of his pro- 
bation was fulfilled, the intervening space was spent in the 
deserts, in prayer and meditation ; a Nazasate, or one con- 
secrated to the service of God from his ^akAh, and hence 
obliged to live most abstemiously, * drinkk^ neither wine 
nor strong drink/ (Luke i. L5,) «nd feedtiE^ Sipon locusts 
and wild honey. The locusts were amQQ|;at the insects 
specified as clean in the Levitical law ; thef iHSSl abound in 
the east, where they are commoaly used, |BOunded, as a 
substitute for tvead ; and honey was plentiful in Canaan, 
being found in the hoUowa of trees and rocks, where bees 
congregated in vast quantities ; hence it was called the land 
flowing with milk and honey, descriptive of its wealth and 
abundance. The dress, also, of the Baptist was consistent 
with his simple mode of life, *" a raiment of camel's hair,' 
confined to his body by a leathern girdle. As a descrip- 
tion of coarse cloth, spun from the hair of the camel, is still 
worn in the east, it is more than probable that this was the 
raiment that he wore. Deeply sensible of his high and 
holjrcalliDg, his mind under the continvwX YafiL\xeiwife ol VJaa 
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Spirit of God, he gave but trifling attention to earthly mat- 
ters — so as he was clothed, the materials perplexed him not 
— so as he was fed, the fare provided gave him no concern. 
He was the Elijah of whom Malachi prophesied (iv. 6), and 
whom he was closely to resemble in his courage, zeal, holi- 
ness, and contempt for worldly interests and gratifications. 
Such was this extraordinary man, declared by our Lord 
himself to be one of the greatest amongst those who were 
bom of women, (Matt. xL 11,) because he was chosen by 
God to be the forerunner of the gracious Messiah, to pre- 
pare the way, to proclaim a coming Saviour ; and peculiar 
success was to attend his ministry, that when Jesus mani- 
fested himself, the minds of the people might be less pre- 
judiced and more willing to attend to his heavenly doctrine. 
At length the word of God came unto him, (Luke iii. 2 ;) 
for it he had been waiting and long preparing ; he was per- 
fectly aware of his important mission, and lost no time in 
executing it. Issuing therefore from his desert abode, he 
went forth to rouse the impenitent, and awaken the care- 
less. Every thing about him was calculated to excite 
attention ; his manner and appearance, his doctrine and 
ascetic life, together with the recollection of the singular 
circumstances accompanying and preceding his birth, were 
evidences that carried conviction to the minds of the people 
that his mission was from above. 'Repent ye, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand,' (Matt. iii. 2,) was his sub- 
ject ; simple, yet oh, how comprehensive ! I trust, my 

dear friends," affectionately continued Mr. C , •* I may 

not weary you to-day, but we have entered upon a theme 
80 personally important, that I should feel I was not per- 
forming my duty towards you if I did not enlarge fully 
upon it. When John emerged from his desert abode, per- 
sons of all ranks and sects flocked around to see and hear 
him. Scribes and Pharisees, priests and Levites, publicans 
and soldiers, mingled with the crowd, wondering who this 
teacher could be that spake with such stem majesty. 
Truly he laid the axe to the root of the tree, (Matt, iii 
10,) for by his proclaiming the necessity of repentance, he 
inferred that they were all guilty before God, and by nature 
children of wrath. And what unwelcome, harsh sound- 
ing doctrine was this to proclaim to the learned scribes 
and self-righteous Pharisees, as well as to \)[vfe Y^^^Vt 
aad Levites, who, resting upon their da\\^ &«Lcfv£La^% wA 
performances of the ceremonial law, were ba iai ixcsoL VJvjka 
kingdom of heaven as the exacting pubWcaaa MV!^ Ta\y^'Cvo>» 
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soldiers ! And what the Baptist preached then, should be 
the doctrine of God's ministers now. As fallen creature)*, 
ignorant of the ways of the Most High, rebellious to hb will, 
alienated and enemies in their minds by wicked works, 
(Coloss. i. 21,) it is the privilege and duty of the Chris- 
tian teacher to warn and counsel such to flee from the 
wrath to come ; and when that warning and that counsel 
has been made effectual by the application of the Spirit 
from on high, then man is humbled, and God exalted ; then 
the preaching of the gospel of Christ is no longer regarded 
as foolishness, but is valued and prized as ' the power of 
God unto salvation,' (Rom. L 16.) 

" The boldness of John's manner, the novelty of his doc- 
trine, the solemnity of his demeanour, astonished the multi- 
tude, and ' they mused in their hearts whether he were the 
Christ or not,' (Luke iii. 15.) But the time was arrived 
' for the Lord God of Israel to visit and redeem his 
people, and fulfil the oath which he sware unto Abraham,' 
(Luke i. 72, 73 ;) therefore difficulties that at any other 
period might have attended so pure a ministry, were now 
removed, for He who has all hearts in his disposal, inclined 
them to listen with eagerness, and in innumerable instances 
brought home conviction to their minds." 

'' The simple majesty of John s appearance, and the short 
out comprehensive doctrine he preached," observed Mr. 
Lawrence, '^ always struck me as peculiarly impressive ; will 
you, sir, before you proceed, give us your definition of true 
Gospel repentance as opposed to that of the world ?" 

" Willingly," replied Mr, C ; " the word repentanceis 

taken from a Greek word, which signifies change of life, and 
implies an entire revolution in the mind, disposition, and 
afifections. It is, in fact, the work of God's Holy Spirit, for a 
man may just as well attempt to create himself in the first 
instance, as to imagine he has the power to forsake sin and 
follow after holiness. The desire to do right was lost by the 
fall, and however humiliating the doctrine may be to proud 
human nature, Scripture declares, that ' vain man would be 
wise, though he be born like a wild ass's colt,' (Job xi. 12,) 
untamed, ungovernable, headstrong, and foolish. It must 
therefore be obvious that the natural, unconverted man, 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, but he must be renewed, 
regenerated, bom again, and fitted for that holy spiritual 
state of existence which the inhabitants oi Yi^o^^il ^n^oy ; 
for verily, ' corruption cannot inherit incoxTMvXXoTiJ (\ C»<«. 
Jtv. JO.) This renewed state being th^ -woiV oi V!ti^ ^^i 
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Spirit, produces a change in the life and conduct * True 
godly sorrow/ says the Apostle, < worketh repentance 
to salvation, not to be repented of: but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death.' (2 Cor. vii. 10.) There is 
the difference ; repentance, or sorrow for sin, renders the 
heart humble and contrite, looking to the mercy of our 
gracious God in Jesus Christ, and willing to renounce 
for ever all pursuits, actions, and desires that are contrary 
to the will of our heavenly Father — it causes reformation 
and ends in salvation : but not so the repentance that 
is of the world ; a man commits various crimes, is guilty of 
ingratitude to his friend, of wasting or purloining the pro- 
perty entrusted to his care and management, of deeds of 
rapacity and violence ; at last he is discovered, his conduct 
exposed, and he is covered with shame and grief, not for 
the enormity of his sins in the sight of a just and holy 
God, but because he is found out, and unable to carry on 
his deceptive arts as heretofore — this is the sorrow of the 
world, it ends in everlasting misery. 

** There was in one of the mining districts a labouring man 
who was very ignorant and very wicked ; the clergyman, 
from whom I heard the tale, had often warned him of the 
sinfulness of his life, and pointed out to him, from the dan- 
gerous nature of his labour, the necessity of his being con- 
stantly prepared to enter upon an eternal existence. He 
watched him ^long and anxiously; at length the news 
arrived, that in removing some earth to extend the mine, a 
large portion had fallen upon him, and it was feared he 
was dead. My friend, amongst many others, hastened to 
the spot — the poor fellow was not dead, but crushed and 
mangled in a fearful manner. He was conveyed home, and 
every thing that humanity and skill could suggest was 
done for him. To the surprise of every one, he passed 
through the night, and day after day he lingered on. The 
clergyman read to him, prayed by him, earnestly and affec- 
tionately talked to him ; and never, he said, when relating 
the tale, should he forget the earnestness of the miserable 
creature's cries for mercy, or his apparent horror for past 
sins; adding, that if he recovered he would show his 
sincerity by his altered life and conduct. He did recover, 
contrary to the expectation of every one, and alas! alas! 
he had, when death stared him in the face, mad^ \o^% ^xA 
promises of amendment — but it was in hift oviiv ft\x«\x^^^ 
and under the fear of eternal punishment — conftciexv^^ ^^»J^ 
spoken faithfully, and brought his paat «na\>eiott \i\m,«a^ 
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he trembled — but when he had the prospect of living, when 
death appeared to move farther off, his old propensities re- 
turned, and he laughed at his fears, and derided his convic- 
tions, till he became, if possible, worse than before. But now 
we must return to the ministry of John, His doctrine ot 
repentance was accompanied by baptism ; he required all 
those who professed a deep sense of sin, and desire to act 
differently for the future, to manifest their contrition by 
submitting to this ceremony, whereby they publicly ac- 
knowledged their defilement by sin, and need of a spiritual 
cleansing, whereof the washing of water was the outward 
and visible sign. Crowds of persons flocked to the prophet 
to be baptized in Jordan, and he did not fail to warn 
and exhort them to the utmost of his ability, to bring forth 
fruits worthy of repentance. It has been well and truly 
remarked, that application is the life of preaching, and so it 
truly may be said of John's ministry. He applied his heart- 
searching doctrines to all without distinction. The Phari- 
sees and Sadducees were plainly dealt with : ' O generation 
of vipers, who hath' warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come ?' (Matt. iii. 7.) These were two noted sects amongst 
the Jews ; the Pharisees were zealous for the observance 
of ceremonies ; they laid great stress upon outward matters, 
upon traditions and human inventions, to the neglect of 
real spirituality and inward holiness ; while the Sadducees 
were infidels, denying a resurrection and a future state : 
well, therefore, might the Baptist say to such, * Who hath 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come ?' prove by your 
works that your repentance is sincere, ' and think not 
to say within yourselves. We have Abraham to our father : 
for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise 
up children unto Abraham."* (Matt. iii. 9.) 

" But, sir," said Hyford, " was it not very severe in 
John to call these people ^ vipers ?' no doubt he spoke by 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, but was it not harsh ? 
I should not like any one to call me a viper." ** I dare say 

not,'* replied Mr. C , " and no doubt it was galling 

in the extreme to these men that they were so addressed, 
particularly before the assembled multitudes, whom they 
laboured to deceive by their pretensions to devotion and 
sanctity. But remember, my dear friends, that every secret 
fold of the heart is known to Him who searcheth the heart, 
and tiieth the reins. The Pharisees were a detestable set 
of people ; specious and plausible, iViey wet^ WW ol th^^^ 
iuid enmity to every thing that was good ; ML*i "tt.^ 'wVka 
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knew what was in man, and needed not that any should 
testify of man, gave them the same title, (Matt. xxiiL 33,) 
and declared they were the children of Satan, (John viii. 
44.) John addressed them through the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit; and during the whole continuance of our 
Lord's ministry, with the exception of Nicodemus, I am 
not aware of any of this sect who became believers ; and 
their conduct to the Divine Redeemer from first to last was 
such as fully to justify the plain and severe address of the 
holy Baptist. But not thus did he treat the crowds of 
simple persons, who desired to be guided into the paths of 
righteousness ; it is true that he spoke plainly and boldly, 
but it was to quicken them to the performance of their 
duty, to induce them by their actions to prove the sincerity 
of their repentance, and prepare the way for the reception 
of the mighty doctrines inculcated by Jesus ("hrist. Con- 
sequently, when they asked him, saying, ' What shall we 
do ? ' he replied, * He that hath two coats, let him impart 
to him that hath none ;' let him who is blessed with plenty 
by the Giver of all good, share a portion of it with his poorer 
brother, and seek to relieve his necessities ; while the publi- 
cans, or tax-gatherers, he commands to act fairly and justly, 
not oppressing the people for the sake of private gain, but 
collecting the appointed rates with uprightness and honesty ; 
at the same time that the soldiers are cautioned against 
violence and cruelty, and to be content with their appointed 
wages. In all his replies to these several classes of per- 
sons the preacher was faithful ; he touched each upon their 
besetting sin, and when he thus aided conscience in her 
task, he takes a higher subject and points them to Jesus, 
the ' Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the world.' 
" The superior character of his doctrine had perplexed the 
people, and they mused in their hearts whether he were 
the Christ or not ; but he who felt unworthy of even loos- 
ing his Redeemer's shoes, or performing the meanest office, 
hastened to convince them of their mistake, saying, * I in- 
deed baptize you with water ; but one mightier than I 
Cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to 
unloose ; he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire : whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly 
purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his gamer ; 
but the chaff he will bum with fire unquenchable/ (Luke 
iiL 10 — 17.) Here ia an example of pMte ev^.Tv^<?Xvc»5L 
prfiacbing ; John preaches not himself, bul C\vnsX. ii«»aA 
the Lord, in all his fulness and suffi-cieuc^ \ \i^ '^^dvoXa \S 
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Ilim alone, disclaiming all honour for himgelf. He baptized 
with water. As a fallen creatore he could do no more, and 
employed it as a sign of that purification which the sinner 
needs. He declared that Christ could and would baptize with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire, and dius seal hia people to 
himself ; and this was powerfully manifested when the Sinrit 
was poured down upon the believers in the form of fire at 
the day of Pentecost" 

*' Do you then consider baptism with water necessary, 

sir,** demanded Hyford. " Assuredly," replied Mr. C ; 

*' our Divine Master himself submitted to it, as well as 
commanded it before he quitted the worid, saying to his 
disciples, * Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of tiie 
Holy Ghost,' (Matt xxviii. 19.) Thus they were to put a 
mark upon them, which should be a sign of their being 
members of the visible church ; but it does not follow that 
all who are baptized unto Christ have put on Christ ; no, 
this is the work of the Holy Spirit alone, through whose 
gracious influences the heart is regenerated, and the sinner 
made meet for heaven. Hence we learn ' that no outward 
forms can make us clean, no outward ordinances can supply 
the want of the baptism of the Holy Ghost and of fire. 
This alone can produce that holiness of heart and those 
holy affections which accompany salvation,' and which he 
freely bestows upon those who ask him for it" 

" What is meant, sir," said Mr. Hill, " by the fan being 
in his hand, to winnow the wheat ?" "It is," replied 

Mr. C , ** to show the distinctions he will hereafter make 

between the sincere believer and the mere professor. The 
visible church is his floor, as it is said in Isaiah xxL 10: 
' O my threshing, and the com of my floor.' On this floor 
there is now a mixture of wheat and chaff ; true believers 
are the former, while hypocrites, hollow professors, nominal 
Christians, are tlfe empty, light, useless chaff, which here- 
after will be separated from the good seed for ever. But 
now we must proceed to the consideration of another re- 
markable part of John's ministry, viz., that wonderful con- 
descension on the part of the Redeemer, when he came to 
be baptized of him. In connexion with this event, there 
is one circumstance that perhaps some of you, my people, 
may have overlooked, and which is nevertheless worthy of 
notice, viz., the fact, that until our blessed Lord came to 
John they were not personally acquamleA. TVvoml^ \?^ 

/in Luke, the let chapter and a6\]iDLNeTOe> V)a»Xl^%rj 
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and Elizabeth were cousins, still various circumstances 
conspired, undoubtedly by the Divine arrangement, to 
keep John and the great Messiah apart until the time 
arrived for the manifestation of the latter to Israel ; hence 
the cavilling Jews could not insinuate that they were 
united for the purpose of establishing a new faith, and pro- 
pagating strange doctrines. John acted in all things 
according to the dictates of the Spirit from on high. By 
his influences he was taught his peculiar office as the 
forerunner of the long-expected Shiloh, (Luke i. 76.) He 
instructed him to proclaim the near approach of the king- 
dom of heaven, or the Gospel dispensation of the covenant 
of grace, and a token was given to him whereby he 
should know Him who had left his throne of glory to 
visit his guilty creatures. The events recorded are these ; 
* Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan, unto John, 
to be baptized of him. But John forbad him, saying, I 
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me ? 
And Jesus answering, said unto him, Suffer it to be so 
now, for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. 
Then he suffered him. And Jesus, when he was baptized, 
went up straightway out of the water : and, lo ! the heavens 
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove, and lighting upon him : and, lo ! 
a voice from heaven, saying. This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased,* (Matt. iii. 13 — 17.) Here 
was the token to which I referred, the visible descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the Divine Redeemer, confirming in 
the mind of John all the intimations he had received con- 
cerning him, and enabling him at once to bear record that 
he was the Son of God," (see John i. 31 — 34.) 

" When we reflect," said Mr. Basil, " upon this transaction, 
and- follow the footsteps of the Lord of life in his various 
acts of humiliation for the sake of man,^the mind seems 
lost in astonishment. His condescension so great, his love 
so boundless, his various acts so deep, so mighty, so wonder- 
ful, we can well exclaim with the Apostle, * Great is the 
mystery of godliness, God manifest in the flesh,' " (1 Tim. 

iii. 16.) " True, sir," replied Mr. C . ** Here we behold 

Jesus coming to John to be baptized of him ; unlike others 
who partook of the ceremony in token of their repentance, 
he was without spot or taint of sin, but it bee^T[i^\v\m\i(^ 
fulfil all righteousness, to own every divine \ii%\\\\i\!vya., ^a 
put honour upon it, and by his example to x^cotmelwi^ 
the observation ^of the ordinance to bia p^op\^. ^e»Rfe, 
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he said to John, ' Suffer it to be so now,* (Matt. iii. 15,) 
"which silenced his objections. But observe the lowly sense 
the Baptist had of himself and of his insufficiency: 'I 
have need to be baptized of thee/ he said. He knew the 
plague of his own heart; inbred sin still continued there, and, 
though subdued, was not destroyed. Well, therefore, might 
he say, * 1 have need to be baptized of thee ;' to receive from 
Jesus that holy Spirit which, as a fire, purifies and refines 
the soul, and which he can alone bestow. Oh, that this 
humility of John was more observed and practised ! for the 
greater portion a person has of the Spirit of God, the more 
extended view he has of his own helplessness and utter un- 
worthiness ! the more sensible he is of the bondage of cor- 
ruption, and the more earnestly he deplores his deep spiritual 
defilement This view of the subject will enable us to 
comprehend the full and true meaning of the prophet's 
exclamation. When our blessed Lord had given his reason 
for being baptized, John complied ; and it is said that, as 
soon as the ceremony was over, * he went up straightway 
out of the water.* Others, when they were baptized, con- 
fessed their sins, (Matt. iii. 6,) but Jesus had no sin. It is 
recorded that he prayed, (Luke iii. 21 ;) and we would 
fain imagine that the subject was, for that visible ac- 
knowledgment of himself and his mighty mission which 
immediately followed. ' For the heaven was opened, and 
the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove 
upon him.' It was visible ; John beheld it resting on him ; 
and received it as the promised token whereby he should 
know him ; and it is more than probable that those who 
stood by saw it also, and after a time became his disciples; 
for an event such as this must have carried conviction to 
their minds that the long- promised Messiah was at length 
arrived. These wonderful events happened at a small 
place called Bethabara, or the House of Passing Over — 
the ferry-house, as we should call it — which shows that 
there was a passage over the Jordan, and no doubt selected 
by John as more conveniently suited to his purpose. It is 
also supposed to be the place where the Israelites passed 
over in the days of Gideon, one of their judges, when they 
went to battle against the Midianites, (Judges vii. 24.) 
But these circumstances vanish into empty space when 
compared with the glorious display of heavenly condescen- 
sjon we have been contemplating, TYiua Xk^ dwiue mis- 
sion of Jesus was clearly evidenced ; atid \t \& ivo^ tk^ 
privilege, my dear friends, to ask you to accom^wi'^ xs^^Va 
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following his footsteps, while, during the ensuing three 
years and a half, he went ahout doing good, and accom- 
plishing that mighty errand of love which induced him to 
visit the dwelling-place of lost and sinful man. Hence we 
find him, on the following day, coming to the Baptist, who, 
as soon as he saw him, cried out, * Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the world ! ' (John L 29.) 
We have seen John declaring to the multitudes, that one 
who was indeed mighty should shortly appear, and that he 
was sent before him to prepare the way; that one now 
was before them — he of whom Abel's lamb, (Gen. iv.) 
Isaac's sacrifice, (Gen. xxii.) the Paschal lamb, (Exod. xii.) 
the morning and evening sacrifice, (Numb, xxviii. 4,) were 
all lively types. The purity, gentieness, and patience oi 
the Redeemer were well set forth in this most innocent 
of creatures ; while, above all, as the Liamb slain, he 
taketh away sin by being made an expiation, an atonement, 
to satisfy the justice of our offended Father ; and by the 
shedding of that blood washes away the guilt of every 
believer, giving him peace of conscience and hope in God, 
by the power of his Spirit destroying the power, the love, 
and the pollution of sin. Here, my hearers, is the ground 
of our hope — of your salvation and of mine. Is sin a 
heavy burden, depriving us of inward peace, and weighing 
do\^ji our spirits ? Jesus comes to take it away, and that 
not once, but continually — daily ; for, alas ! every day we 
live witnesses our falling into sin, either in thought, word, 
or deed ; and hence we need daily to wash in this * foun- 
tain that is opened for sin and uncleanness,' (Zech. xiii. 1.) 
Observe, too, it says. He takes away the sin of the world 
— all — every one who applies to him, at all times and in 
all places — for, for this glorious purpose was he manifested. 
(1 John iii. 5 — 8.) Here is encouragement to the weak 
believer, whom Satan endeavours to hold back, lest he go 
to Jesus and be relieved of his heavy burden ; for the sight 
of a crucified Lord unlooses the cords that bind our sins to 
us, and enables us to go on our way rejoicing. As John, 
therefore, delighted in pointing out Christ to his people, 
so would I imitate his example. The ofiice of ministers 
and teachers is to show their people their transgressions, 
and to proclaim that their salvation cometh, (Zech. ix. 9.) 
Christ, and none other but he, is the only meatv% oi ^ii^i«^\.- 
ance with our offended God ; and to him must ^et^^st^a oi 
every rank, character, and denomination corcve, Vi xXve;^ 
^ouJd enter the king^dom of heaven. In tVie aver\xt oi ^o^i 
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all have siuned, and come short of his glory, 'lliere 
is none righteous, no, not one/ (Rom. iiL 10.) The 
formalist, depending upon his round of ceremonies — the 
moralist, resting upon his exemption from presumptuous 
sins, at the same time forgetful of his secret transgressions, 
— the scoffer, who says, * Where is the promise of his 
coming' — each must fly to the one appointed sacrifice — ^e 
Lamb slain on Calvary — He alone can give them peace ; 
and in that awful hour, when the world and all we have 
held most dear is quickly disappearing, and another state 
of existence rapidly approaching, they will find they are 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and naked, unless they 
have applied to Him whose righteousness and infinite 
merits can alone procure happiness and peace." 

" You are right, indeed, sir,** said Hyford ; " my heart 
bears testimony to the truth of all you say. I was that 
formalist, that moralist, that scofi^er you speak of, 1 went 
to church on Sundays, if I had nothing else to do ; I re- 
ceived the sacrament at Easter, because I thought that 
would push me on towards heaven ; I abstained from open 
sins, though I could curse and swear, and be a very tyrant at 
home ; but I prided myself in my honesty and uprightness, 
and always aimed at folks saying, * Farmer Hyford is the man 
for me, he pays good wages, and regularly,' forgetful that this 
I ought to have done, and not to leave a hundred other 
things undone. I talked much at the vestries about the 
poor, but in my heart cared nothing about them ; but 
whenever I could do it well, and, as I thought, to the pur- 
pose, I never lost an opportunity of turning religion and 
its followers into ridicule ; and many a laugh have I had 
at your expense, sir," added the old man, with quivering 
lip, ''. and at yours, Mr. Basil, and your good lady's there, 
as well as at my neighbours, high -and low. But mercy 
has laid hold of me, and brought me to the Lamb of God, 
who came into the world to die for me and such as me. 
To him, therefore, be the praise, for ever and ever." 

The party assembled at the Court looked upon the fine 
old man, who thus nobly spoke, with true Christian pleasure ; 
and as they saw their time for parting was arrived, several 
who were present, and amongst them Mr. and Mrs. Basil, 
came forward to shake hands with, and congratulate him 
upon the mercy he had found, and to unite with him in the 
hope that others too would be laonuments of redeeming love. 
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" We anticipate," said Mr. Basil to the worthy Pastor, 
when the party again met at the Court, — ''we anticipate in- 
creased pleasure and instruction every time we assemble. 
You have entered upon a vast, a mighty subject, my deir 
friend, and we look forward to our appointed day and 
hour with as much pleasure as our village neighbours ; ao 
now I hope you are prepared to gratify us." " With the 
Divine assistance," replied Mr. C — , " I trust to be en- 
abled to proceed. You say truly that our chosen theme is 
mighty — far too much so for fallen man ; angels desire to 
contemplate it, and .are lost in wonder at the extent of 
mercy and love Jehovah has displayed. Truly, the incar- 
nation of Jesus was the most wonderful event that ev^ 
occurred, with the exception of one, namely, his death* To 
create the universe with its multifarious inhabitants was 
an act of omnipotence we can scarcely comprehend, but for 
the Creator himself to become man, to assume the form of 
his rebellious unworthy creatures, and finally to die in 
their stead, far, very far, eclipsed the mighty work of 
creation ; and I feel indeed incompetent to proceed vnth 
the task of following our Lord in his humiliation, and 
bringing his various works of condescension and mercy 
before you, in a manner suitable to the wondrous theme. 
We are called upon to-day to consider his first act in his 
public capacity, viz. his signal defeat of the prince of 
darkness, thereby proving that * He was the Son of Grod 
with power,' (Rom. i. 4,) putting his enemies to flight, 
and trampling upon Satan, Sin, and Death. This most 
extraordinary event has often been treated by unbelievers 
and infidels with ridicule, and many persons have gone so 
far as to look upon it as a kind of vision or allegory — ^but 
not so — ^the word of inspiration is plain upon the subject, 
and all we have to do is to adhere closely to the sacred 
text^ not attempting to be wise abo\e 'wViat \a 'wcUt^n, but 
to endeavour to extract from. wViat liaa \i^etL T«^^«Xft^^V 
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the occurrence that comfort and encouragement it is cal- 
culated to convey. For it is written, * Wherefore in all 
things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, 
that he might be a merciful and faithful High-priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the 
sins of the people. For in that he himself hath suffered, 
being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 
tempted,' (Heb. ii. 17, 18.) Let us turn to th^ cir- 
cumstances as related in the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
4th chapter, from the 1st to the 11th verse ; and which 
St. Luke records in nearly the same words : ' Then was 
Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil.' Now commences visibly that mighty contest 
which was foretold in Paradise, ' The seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent's head ;' Satan, the prince of 
darkness, or, as St. Paul terms him, 'the prince of the 
power of the air,' (£ph. ii. 2,) hastens to enter the lists 
in spiritual combat against that mysterious personage 
who had recently appeared in Judea. From different 
passages in the Bible we have reason to believe that that 
miserable being, the accursed of God, is continually 
beholding and busying himself with the affairs of earth. 
(See Grenesis iii. ; Job i. 6 — 12 ; also, ii. 1 — 8 ; Psalm 
Ixxviii. 49 ; 2 Cor. iv. 4 ; Rev. xii. 9, 10.) No sooner, 
therefore, had he heard the voice which came to Jesus 
out of the excellent glory, saying, * This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased,' (2 Pet. i. 17,) than he 
determined to judge for himself, and try him in every 
way that malice and hatred could devise. 

** The Divine Redeemer, who had come upon earth ex- 
pressly to fulfil all righteousness, returned from Jordan, 
* full of the Holy Ghost,' (Luke iv. 1,) and sought the 
dreary solitude of the wilderness. There he continued 
fasting for forty days and forty nights, at the expiration of 
which time he hungered : this is recorded to show that 
he really had taken upon himself our nature, invested with 
its infirmities, that so in that nature he might make a full, 
perfect satisfaction, and atonement for sin. ' Forasmuch 
then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the same ; that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of death, 
that is, the devil ; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to \>OTidaig|^ "^^s^ 
venlj- be took not on him the nature of Bi\ge\^ •, \i\s\. Vfe ' 
took OB bim the seed of Abraham,' (He\>.\\.\^:— ^^-^ 
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During the forty days the EvangeliBt inenti(MQ8y oar 
blessed Lord had to endure the invisible saggesticNUof 
Satan, for St. Luke tells us that thus he was beset^ (chap- 
ter iv. verse 2,) and when they failed to make any im- 
pression, he then attacked him openly, saying, ' If thoa 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be made 
bread,' (verse 3.) Here is the crisis : Satan, provoked at 
finding that the nature Christ had assumed was proof 
against his usual method of attack, now approaches him 
with the most consummate subtlety, ' K thou be the Son 
of God,' calling upon him to give evidence of the power 
he would possess as Son of the Most High, who^ liiaviDg 
declared him to be beloved, would not permit him tD 
perish with hunger in the wilderness : it appeared as 
though he wished to induce him to distrust his ALoaigfatj 
Father, and suggested those hard thoughts of His provi- 
dence and love, which man is continually experiencing and 
ever doubting." 

<* Sir," said Hyford, '^ wc often think Gt)d has forsaken 
us, if things do not go well with us." " Very true,'* re- 
plied Mr. C — , " we find unbelief ever ready to GXL oar 
mind with doubts ; if we are his, would he suffer such 
and such things to happen ? are the ideas that constantly 
present themselves to us, and we are always disposed to 
say, ^ God hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten 
me,' (Isa. xlix. 14,) upon the slightest triid we 
experience." " How true are your observations !" sud 
Mr. Lawrence ; " the other day I experienced this in its 
full force ; the consolatory views that I have of late en- 
joyed of redeeming love seemed to vanish into nothing, 
and the glorious, finished work of the Saviour seemed to 
be for others, not for me — thus I proceeded, continually 
saying, * If I am thine, why am I thus ?' At length the 
cloud was removed by the Spirit applying to my fainting 
soul the words of Manoah's wife, 'If the Lord were 
pleased to kill us, he would not have showed us all these 
things,' (Judges xiii. 23.) Oh ! sir, Satan continually 
strives to make us distrustful of God, both as our Father 
and our reconciled Friend." " Thus," replied Mr. — i 
"he tried your Redeemer before you, and as we follow 
him step by step we shall find that indeed he was tempted 
in all points like ourselves. The next words of the 
tempter were, ' Command that these stones (or this stone, 
aa St Luke writes it) be made bread.^ M\«;t t^mvadlofr 
the Divine Redeemer o£ his miglo-ty ^ua\xv^> VJaa ^x'^ 
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calls upon him to prove it ; he bids him ^command* a 
supply of food from the stones he trod upon. But Jesus 
eame not to do his own will, but that of his gracious 
Father — he laid aside his 'glory which he had with 
him before the world was/ (John xvii. 5,) that he might 
be obedient in all things; therefore, though he could with 
as much ease have transformed the stones into bread as in a 
few days afterwards he turned water into wine, he would 
by no means listen to the proposal, nor gratify Safan by 
acceding to his wishes. He answered and said, <It is 
written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,* (verse 4.) 
How dignified is this reply of Jesus ! it is the first speech 
of his that is recorded after he commenced his public 
ministry : ' It is written !* The weapons to be wielded in 
this mighty warfare are truly not carnal, but spiritual ; 
even the * Word of Grod, that liveth and abideth for ever,' 
and which is styled, *the sword of the Spirit,' being 
tempered and produced by him, and capable of putting to 
an ignominious fiight Satan and all his legions. Search, 
therefore, the Scriptures of truth, and become well ac- 
quainted with their sacred contents, that when 'the 
enemy shall come in like a fiood,' overpowering you with 
his lies and vile insinuations, you may instantly ' lift up 
the standard against him,' which, being unfurled by faith, 
shall cause you to follow the Captain of your salvation, 
and through him become more than conquerors over these 
deadly foes. And what was the scripture quoted by our 
Lord ? * Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.' The life 
of man depends upon God, not on food. ' In him we 
live, and move, and have our being ;' and here is a lesson 
recorded for the encouragement of our faith. God knows 
that life cannot be sustained naturally without food, there- 
fore he supplies it, and that often in a way that calls forth 
our wonder and astonishment. I recollect lately reading a 
statement of the thousands who rise every morning in 
London alone, not knowing how their wants for the day 
ihall be supplied ; and yet they are supplied : He who 
feeds the fowls of the air, and the beasts of the earth, 
provides for these desolate ones, for his resources never 
fail ; and if he watches over all his creatures, will he not 
in an especial manner bless and &upp\y tV^^ ^^xiXi^ ^H. 
those who trust in him ? Yes, truly, sooner tWxi '^xvaScL 
should starve, the croaking ravens shall forget iV^vc Tv«X\««i 
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voracity, and become his daily punctual domestics to sup- 
ply his wants; or the little hoard of the widow shall 
continue undiminished ; fulfilling the promise made to him, 
and believers in general, that ' bread shall be given, and 
water shall be sure,'" (Isaiah xxxiiL 16.) 

'* That reminds me of the manna, sir," said Hyferd, 
" that we have lately heard so much of.** " True,** re- 
plied Mr. C — , " in the recapitulation of God's merciful 
dealings towards Israel, Moses says, ' He humbled thee^ 
and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, 
which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know : 
that he might make thee know that man doth not live by 
bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the Lord doth man live,' (Deut viii. 3.) By 
quoting this sentence our divine Saviour desired to 
instil a valuable lesson into the minds of his tempted fol- 
lowers, both of a temporal and spiritual character : — ^in the 
first place, he showed them that God's children are never 
to distrust him, or take any sinful, indirect course to relieve 
their necessities; for that, in a way unknown to themselves^ 
he will provide for their wants, and supply all their 
need ; — and, in the second place, as the manna typified 
Christ, the Bread of Life, the "Word that abideth for ever, 
so he promises to bestow that bread for the nourishment and 
support of the souls of his anxious followers, having first 
taught them the lesson, that by it alone they can reaUy 
live. I have one observation more to make before we 
quit this portion of our subject ; viz. the arrogancy Satan 
tries to induce the gracious Saviour to assume : — he never 
desires to see man humble ; a childlike dependence upon 
our heavenly Father is destruction to his plans ; he gains 
his point if man ceases to look to Christ for support, and 
considers himself capable of action." 

" And how frequently," said Mr. Basil, " he endeavours 
to hinder us in prayer, particularly when we feel conscious 
of having fallen into sin I" "Yes," replied Mr. C — ^ 
" then the time has arrived for the tempter to shoot forth 
all his arrows : mistrust, unbelief, shame, and fear, conspire 
against the sinner's return, and it is to the alone mercy of 
the Holy Spirit he owes it, that he is ever again brought 
back into the fold." " Dear sir," said Hyford, " how well 
you know me I though I am now pretty well used to you, 
still I confess you perplex me, by your intimate acquaint- 
tmce with all my private feelinga. "Whev^ aad how did 
j'ou learn tiiem ?" "From the "BMe, wuil^^ m^ \a^ 
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own experience, my friend," replied Mr. C — , smiling , 
'' and I believe you are not singular, but every one present 
will testify the same." 

" We now come to the second part of our Lord's temp- 
tation," resumed the pastor. " When the devil found 
himself frustrated in his efforts to make the gracious 
Saviour distrustful of his heavenly Father's care, he 
endeavoured to induce him to presume upon his power 
and protection. It appears that he conveyed him into 
Jemsialem, ' the holy city,' and set him on a pinnacle of 
the temple. St Luke mentions this as the last tempta- 
tion ; but as St. Matthew, in the Gospel open before me, 
places it the second, and seems more attentive to the order 
of time, we will consider it next, and endeavour to derive 
benefit from the examination. The sacred history is this : 
* Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, and saith unto 
him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down : for it 
is written, He shall give his angels charge concerning 
thee ; and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone,' (verses 5, 6.) 
Again the devil repeats his argument : * If thou be the 
Son of Gt)d, cast thyself down/ urging him to prove his 
near relation to the Most High, presuming upon his care 
and special protection. Oh ! how wonderfully did Christ 
expose himself to the malevolence of our great adversary ! 
how truly he placed himself in the forefront of the battle 
to check the arrogance of the foe, and inspire his followers 
with courage I They, too, are tempted ; they often are 
placed on pinnacles, high stations in life, excelling in gifts 
of mind or fortune, enjoying reputation and applause. 
Alas I my friends, these blessings — for such they really 
are — Satan can, and often does, turn into curses, and 
those only are safe who are kept humble from the sense 
of their own emptiness ; aware of their having nothing 
but what they have received, (1 Cor. 4 — 7;) regarding 
themselves as instruments in their heavenly Father's 
hands, and looking upon his gifts as talents for which 
they will be called upon strictly to account. Bear this in 
mind," affectionately proceeded the pastor, " you who are 
tiius highly favoured ; yours is not an enviable situation, 
for you are a spectacle to the world, and to angels, and to 
men, (1 Cor. iv. 9.) You are placed npon a ^ylt?^ \kfc\^\., 
DOt that you may presume thereon, but tSaaX. ^o\Jl TBa:^ 
glorify God, and prove jourselves faiMxiV m \k^ ^e^^X'ft.^ 



8 N£W TESTAMENT HIST0BIS8. 

station he has chosen for you. Keep jour eje stedfastlj 
fixed upon Christ, follow his example, and through him 
you shall he more than conquerors. But now let us see 
what was the course the suhtle tempter pursued. He 
said, ^ It is written.' What I Satan quote Scripture I 
Yes, truly ; and so can his servants also, like him, to per- 
yert it. But he was not correct. He said, * It is written. 
He shall give his angels charge concerning thee : and in 
their hands they shall hear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone,' or, as St. Luke writes it, 
(chap. iv. verse 10,) * He shall give his angels charge over 
thee to keep thee.' So far true, hut there he stops ; it 
would not have answered his purpose to apply the entire 
of the sacred text on this occasion. The words are to be 
found in theQlst Psalm, 11th and 12th verses : ' He shall 
give his angels charge concerning thee to keep thee in aU 
thy ways,^ This made all the dilference, inasmuch as it is 
a gracious promise on the pai't of our heavenly Father, 
that when we are in the path of duty, and acting accord- 
ing to his will, he will protect and keep us. In this 
view our gracious Saviour considered it : the temptation 
that now beset him was, as I said before, to presume upon 
his relation as the Son of God, and therefore to cast him- 
self from the pinnacle of the temple, that the Divine power 
might be manifested in his preservation. But no ; he 
would not tempt Jehovah ; for his duty was plainly mani- 
fested, that he was to resist every suggestion of the vile 
seducer ; he was fighting an arduous battle, one wherein 
his own honour was concerned, and the welfare of his 
people. Had he given Satan the smallest advantage, we 
should have lost all. But, blessed be God, our cause ^ was 
laid upon one that is mighty,' ' whose righteousness is like 
the great mountains,' (FsaJm xxxvi. 6,) immovable and 
conspicuous. Truly ^ he trod the wine-press alone,' and 
in the hour of temptation his * own arm brought salvation 
unto him.' And here is the striking difference between 
the first and the second Adam. The first Adam fell in 
the hour of trial ; his righteousness, which was natural, 
was too weak to sustain the conflict with the Prince of 
Darkness ; while here we behold Jesus, the second Adam, 
standing forth assured of victory, and finally compelling 
his vanquished enemy to retire." 

" While we are upon this most interesting subject, sir," 
observed Mr. Basil, '* permit me to ask your opinion of the 
present condition of the believer as contrasted with hia 
MituatioD before the fall ?" 
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** My views on that matter," replied Mr. C — , " are of 
00 cheering a character, that I r^oice in communicating 
them to my brethren in Christ Jesus. Adam after his 
&11, when restored through grace to the Divine favour, 
was undoubtedly stronger than before, inasmuch as his 
righteoQsness was no longer his own, but belonged to an- 
other, even to that Saviour who was then declared, and of 
whom the sacrifices he was taught to offer were lively 
types." 

" You are beyond me now, gentlemen," said Hyford, 
** quite out of my depth ; I shall be lost if I get into such 
deep waters." 

" Not so," replied Mr. C — , kindly ; " our friends will 
not object to my endeavouring to explain this matter to 
you, though it may intrude upon their time. You know, 
when Adam was created, God formed him perfect, unac- 
quainted with sin. This is caUed inherent righteousness. 
His pure, holy nature was created with him, and he was 
called upon to stand forth to resist the temptations of 
Satan, who was bent upon his destruction. The third 
chapter of Genesis faithfully details the contest and the 
£&1L The lies of the tempter deceived the simple-minded 
pair, and brought down the judgment and vengeance of 
their justly-provoked God and Father. But soon wo 
behold mercy rejoicing against judgment. * Man shall be 
restored to favour, and his strength shall now be in another, 
not in himself.' This was the mighty purpose of the 
Triune Jehovah, and we behold it fully accomplished m 
.our dear Redeemer. In the fulness of time God was 
jBoanifest in the fiesh ; he dwelt amongst his creatures ; 
he conversed with them, and instructed them ; and he 
told them, that if they believed in him, as their Saviour 
and their Lord, he would assist them by his grace to 
resist all their enemies, and finally receive them into 
everlasting life. He showed them that they had no 
power of their own, no righteousness to recommend 
them to the Divine favour ; that he had come to re- 
deem them from their bondage, to Satan, and deliver 
them from death ; and he called upon all who heard him 
to believe and be saved. Hence, therefore, Mr. Hyford, 
is the believer's strength ; his righteousness now is the 
righteousness of Jesus, for faith unites him to him ; he is 
tempted by Satan, and overcomes, because he looks to 
Jesus to fight in him and for him. He walks onwards in 
his pilgrimage to Zion, guided, supported, comforted^ OiSyl 
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sustained by Jesus ; and he says, * The life I now 
live in the flesh is bj the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me,' (GraL ii. 20.) Now, 
my good friend, I hope you understand the difference 
between the natural righteousness of Adam, which codd 
not resist temptation, and the imputed righteousness of 
the believer, who by faith rests upon his Saviour, is made 
one with him, is accepted by the Father for his sake, and 
thus is enabled to endure unto the end." 

" I understand you now, sir," said Hyford, " for my 
experience bears testimony to its truth. As a sinner I 
am lost, but faith has been given me to believe in Jesos 
Christ as my Saviour. I have no goodness of my own, 
but I know that his righteousness is all-sufficient, and 
that, if I depend upon that, I shall be sure to be accepted 
of my Almighty Father ; therefore now I can quite com- 
prehend that the believer in Jesus is stronger than Adam 
was when he was first created." 

" Now then," said Mr. C — , " since we have established 
this important truth, we will proceed with our chapter. 
Satan seems ready to despair of gaining any ground in the 
mighty contest he had undertaken ; still he was unwilling 
to yield, for his vanity induced him yet to hope he should 
discover some weak point in man's Redeemer. He there- 
fore 'taketh him into an exceeding high mountain, and 
showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory 
of them ; and saith unto him, All these things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me,' (verses 8, 9.) 
Some persons are disposed to think that Satan was per- 
mitted to convey our Lord to the summit of a high moun- 
tain in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, from whence 
various of the Jewish provinces were visible, and which 
are here spoken of as the kingdoms of the world. But my 
own opinion is, that the whole was a kind of vision, wherein 
the riches and greatness of the world, with its dominion ' 
and power, passed in review before the mighty combat- 
ants. But this is a mystery none can solve ; and all we 
have to do is, to deduce the instruction wherewith the 
history abounds. It is an awful, humbling thought, that 
Satan, our deadliest foe, regards liimself as our king ; and 
verily he is the god of this world, ruling over the greatest 
portion of its inhabitants as his servants and slaves ; who, 
alas I yield him an obedience and homage that he rewards 
fn^A destruction^ misery, and everlaalmg ^^aXXx. 'BxiWwi 
provoked he must have been with the ca\m ^V^Vt^ o^^iXi^ 
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Bedeemer, who might well say, ' The prince of this world 
comethy and hath nothing in me,' (John xiv. 30.) No, 
truly, all his cunning and artifices were exerted in vain, 
and with his utmost address he could not succeed in mak- 
ing him render the slightest homage or the most trivial 
concession ; in vain he held out the golden bait, saying, 
• If thou, therefore, wilt worship me, idl shall be thine.' " 

" But, sir," said Hyford, " I do not like the idea that 
this world belongs to the devil — do you fhink it does ?*' 

" Not in your sense," replied Mr. C — ; " this world and 
the whole universe belongs to Jehovah alone, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords ; to him belongs the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory ; and when Satan arrogated them to 
himself, he spoke falsely, as he always does. But expe- 
rience proves how deeply he reigns in the hearts of earth's 
inhabitants, and how he seduces them with dazzling pro- 
mises that he always fails to perform. But the contest 
was drawing to a close; the resentment of Jesus was 
roused ; and, determined to make the tempter under- 
stand that his real purposes were manifested, and his 
detestable artifices developed, he exclaimed, ^ Get thee 
hence, Satan ; for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy €rod, and him only shalt thou serve,' (verse 10.) 
This was the first time our Lord addressed him by name, 
and it was accompanied by the command for him to leave 
his presence — to betake himself to his own miserable 
abode, amongst spirits wretched as himself, where, con- 
founded and ashamed at the defeat he had experienced, 
he rested to ponder over that time when, according to the 
prophecy in Eden, * he should bruise the Saviour's heel,' 
and triumph for a moment over the human nature of man's 
great Redeemer." 

** But, sir," said Mr. Hill, " our Lord then did not yield 
to Satan ?" 

• " No," replied Mr. C — ; " such was the spotless purity 
of his nature, that he was incapable of sinning ; but in 
order to accomplish the mighty task he had undertaken, 
he submitted to every indignity that was. put upon him, 
saying, ^ This is your hour and the power of darkness,' 
(Luke xxii. 53,) and consequently he gave up of his own 
free will that life which none could take from him, (John 
z. 17, 18.) But observe that his weapon, again, is the 
sword of the Spirit^ even the word of God. * \X \a ^tv\.- 
ten, Tbou shalt worship the Lord thy Grod? Ovrc \>\Vvcife 
Saviour spake thia in his character o{ taaii, to dvo^ ^^ 
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tempter that, if he r^arded him tO'gachy he wis ntterij 
mistaken in him. Bat no ; thoogh yelled in famunitj, he 
was the * mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Praice 
of Peace,' (Isa. ix. 6,) Satan's Lord and Master, and man's 
gracious and merdfol Redeemer, to whom appertains the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and erer. 
Amen. 

Thos closed one of the most painful and remark- 
able portions of our Lord^s ministry. And, oh ! how 
triumphantly ! how different the result to the proud fiend's 
anticipations ! Man had hitherto been an easy, ingliHioos 
prey, not only readily ensnared, but generally anxious to 
become his slave. Here was a grander mark, a mightier 
aim ; should he conquer here, well might he and hit 
legions rejoice. But the created angel could not sustain 
a conflict with his great Creator, ' God manifest in the 
flesh.' I delight to dwell upon the strange, the glorious 
theme ; and verily I am not singular ; for no sooner had 
the. Devil left him than * angels came and ministered unto 
him,-' (verse 11.) We may suppose they stood by, deeply 
interested spectators of the awful combat; which is anotiier 
proof that he met with no help, but braved the assaults of 
hell alone, in his own unassisted strength ; and when all 
was over, these blessed spirits hastened to pay him that 
homage they delight in offering, and which would now be 
doubly grateful after the insults he had endured. Of 
these glorious happy spirits little is revealed, but even that 
little is very sweet, as we learn that they are ^ministering 
spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of 
salvation,' (Heb. i. 14,) which I believe to be their chief 
emplojrment, and of which they never weary ; while every 
soul that is won to Christ gives them fresh cause for 
rejoicing ; and with ourselves they anticipate that glorious 
time ' when the redeemed of the Lord shall come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads ; and they - 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away,' (Isa. xxxv. 10.) 
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"A SHORT time since," said Mr. C ^ '' I called your 

attention, my dear friends, to the ministry of John the 
Baptist ; we entered into an investigation of the doctrines 
he taught, and the baptism he preached ; but in whatever 
point of view we regard his mission, it must be considered 
as subordinate to that of the Lord Jesus Christ. Jdhn 
appeared in the world as the forerunner of the Messiah, 
' the messepger who was to prepare the way before him ;' 
' the voice which was to be heard crying in the wildemessi 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God.' And when at length his eyes 
were gladdened with the sight of him, who is the Hope of 
his people, when he beheld heaven opened, and a voice 
from thence, accompanied by the visible manifestation of 
the Spirit, declare him, whom he had just baptized in the 
water of Jordan, to be the beloved Son of die Almighty 
Father, he could contain himself no longer, but called upon 
the wondering multitudes to * Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sin of the world,' (John L 29.) 

'* The great object of the Baptist was to bring Jesus into 
notice, which we infer from his sayings — * I knew him not ; 
but that he should be made manifest to Israel, therefore 
am I come baptizing with water/' (John L 81.) The 
word which he preached, the baptism he administered, 
were designed to lead peoj^e to Christ, and to induce them 
to inquire into John's proceedings : ' Why baptizest thou 
then, if thou be not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that 
Prophet? John answered them, saying, I baptize with 
water, but there standeth one among you, whom ye know 
not,' (John i. 25, 26.) Yes, truly ; ' Jesus came unto 
his own, and his own received him not ;' he appeared 
amongst his brethren, but they, would not acknowledge him ; 
and though many heard the thrilling exclamation of the 
Baptist agun repeated as he looked upon Jesus walking 
towards him, ' Behold the Lamb of God,' two only felt 
the power of the testimony, and desired his further 
acquaintance. 
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^But before we proceed with this portion of our subject, 

I would briefly glance at the name bestowed by John upon 

tibe Messiah — ' Behold the Lamb of Ood ;' in these few 

vords we perceive that John, through the power of the 

Spirit, fully comprehended the nature and offices of him he 

kicked upon. A lamb is the undoubted type of our Divine 

Lord in human flesh, dying for the sins of guilty man ; and 

whenever we follow him under that similitude, we behold 

liim as partaking of the same nature as his flock." 

** Then^" remarked Mrs. Basil, " this explains many 
passages in the Revelations, wherein our Lord is represented 
as ' a Lamb that had been slain,' (Rev. v. 6.) As wor- 
shipped and adored by the multitude of heaven's blest inha- 
bitants. (Rev. V. 8 — 14.) As filled with wrath and indigna- 
tion against his enemies, (Rev. vi. 16, 17.) As the leader 
of his ransomed flock, (Rev. vii. 17.) The Light of the 
heavenly Jerusalem, (Rev. xxL 22, 23.) The Fountain 
from whence flow those streams of grace, comfort and glory, 
which wDl satisfy the redeemed for evermore^" (Rev. 
zziLl.) 

<^ Yes, madam,** replied Mr. C ^ ^' in all these passages 

we behold God manifest in the flesh ; and furthermore, we 
have a source of much consolation in pondering upon the 
character of those who are written in the Lamb's book of 
life ; or, in other words, those who through faith are made 
one with Jesus, being ' the people of his pasture, and the 
sheep of his hand," (Psalm xcv. 7.) 

" But, Sir," said Mr. Lawrence, looking towards Hyford 
and his brother farmers, wlto were most deeply attentive to 
this conversation, '* we read in the Revelations of another 
Iamb, which evidently does not mean our gracious Saviour." 

"Yes," replied Mr. C y "you allude to this passage : 

* And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth ; 
and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a 
dragoni* (Rev. xiii. 11.) This means the rising of an 
Antichristian, spiritual power, which should issue from the 
earth, or visible Church ; at first he should appear gentle, 
mild in his temper and bearing, and by showing horns like 
a lamb, should pretend that to him the Saviour had dele- 
gated his power and authority — for horns are always an 
emblem of power— but his speech soon betrays him, and 
proves that he derives his mission from the enemy of souls." 

«* And has this power yet risen. Sir ?" said Hyford. 

•^Yes,** replied Mr. C , "all commentators agree 

that this is a type of Popery, the great We^tem VDi^i- 



4 KEW TSflTAKXNT HZ8TOSIE8. 

christian power ; it had its origin on earth, iasoing fru& 
the very Church of Christ, that hody of persona who pro- 
fessed to follow his precepts and love his name; but akt! 
even amongst them were found those who aimed at power 
and superiority over their fellows j and though by seductive 
arts and blandishments they gained their point, it was not 
long before they manifested their real character, and stood 
forth before the world, arrogating a power, and wMnming a 
supremacy that belongs to no created being. 

'* Now we will return to the two followers of John, who^ 
like him, were looking at the great and wonderful PecMm 
who was approaching. The history is this : — * Again, the 
next day after John stood, and two of his disciples ; and 
looking upon Jesus as he walked, he saith, Behold the 
Lamb of God ! And the two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus. Then Jesus turned, and saw them 
following, and saith unto them, What seek ye ? They said 
unto him, Babbi, (which is to say, being interpreted, 
Master) where dwellest thou ? He saith unto them, Come 
and see ; they came and saw where he dwelt, and abodt 
with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour,' (John 
I 35—39. 

** How beautifully simple are all the Scripture Histories, 
whether recorded in the New or the Old Testament ! they 
bear such an impress of truth ; and though at first sight 
they appear to contain a concise but an interesting narra- 
tive, on closer examination a lesson of infinite importance 
reveals itself ; this is the case in the verses I have just 
read.- When John declared Jesus to be the Lamb of God, 
it w^ with the intention that these men should hear it: he 
had proclaimed to them the necessity of repentance; they 
had submitted to his baptism as a sign of their need of 
cleansing and purifying by the Spirit from on high ; they 
had become his constant followers; and the doctrine he 
taught prepared them for the reception of the Messiah, 
whom their teacher positively declared was near at hand. 
Therefore, when they beheld Jesus in the distance slowly 
drawing towards them, an inward conviction seized their 
minds, that he was somebody above the conmion description 
of persons they were accustomed to see ; the digputy of 
his step, the benevolence of his countenance, conspired to 
excite their esteem ; and when their master, for whom they 
felt the deepest veneration, with outstretched arm ex- 
claimed, 'Behold, the Lamb of Qod, xViaX t;Bkfi,>^ %.^v^ >^Dfe 
eia of the world !* the work waa accom^AiAv^^ >iia ^>^^£)X 
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Waght tiie mighty word home to their hearts, and they 
followed Jesus. 

^ My dear hearers," affectionately proceeded the pastor, 
''in this respect may I and others more closely imitate the 
kly Baptist May we ' not preach ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord/ (2 Cor. iv. 6.) He assumed nothing to 
liimself, but gave all the glory to Jesus, never forgetting 
that ^ he was ,not the Christ, but that he was sent before 
him,' (John iii. 28.) It was his glorious privilege to pro- 
daim the Saviour to assembled multitudes, and it is ours 
to do the same ; may we be found faithful in the discharge 
of our mighty office, and by the assistance of the Holy 
Spirit, be made wise to win souls. And why did these 
men follow Jesus ? Because they felt that the safety of 
their immortal souk was at stake ; they had heard him 
proclaimed as he who was manifested to take away the 
sin of the world — their sin, which, by the Spirit's application 
of the Baptist's doctrine, had become their grief and burden ; 
he had enforced repentance, and they were sensible of its 
absolute importance ; they, with others, had been baptized 
in the waters of the Jordan, but they felt that something 
more was necessary than the outward washing. John had 
declared that their souls must be baptized and purified by 
tiie Holy Spirit, which he could not impart to them, as it 
was the gift of the Saviour alone ; for this spiritual baptism 
they longed, and therefore with joy proceeded to follow the 
footsteps of the holy Stranger. < llien Jesus turned and 
saw them following, and said unto them. What seek ye ?' 
With diffidence they walked behind, not knowing what to 
say or how to act ; but he who ' needed not that any should 
testify of man, for he knew what was in man,' was perfectly 
aware of the character and wishes of the humble pair ; he 
therefore turned and said to them, ^ What seek ye ?' — as 
if he had said. What do you want or wish for ? He is the 
ficst to speak, to give encouragement to the trembling, 
gmdoas souls; his love had ever been drawn towards 
them, which was^ manifested by their following him ; for 
tmly, none desire naturally to seek after God, or care to 
discover him. He must draw us, and then we will run 
after him, (Cant. i. 4.) he must love us, and then these 
cohl, dull, hard hearts, will melt in love to him; he 
declares * he will search his sheep and aeek \Xi*eiSL ^^\^ 
(Ezek. xxxiV. 11,) and Mead them unto tiie \rsi\n:^ic3iv^sL* 
tains of waters/ washing away all teara ixoia tkea c^«*» 
But how did the men reply to the inqAurj "i ^ TVe^ wA 
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unto him. Rabbi (which is to Bay, being interpreted, 
Master) where dwellest thou ?' What a question ! when we 
reflect that it was put to him who was before all things, 
the Great I AM» the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity ; He whom Daniel saw in vision, ' with ten thonsand 
times ten thousand standing before him,' hasting to do 
his bidding, longing with eagerness to execute his ccnn* 
mands ; now a stranger amongst his creatures, a pilgrim 
and sojourner upon the earth his power had formed. And 
where did he dwell ? It is not recorded ; he told the 
inquirers to ^ Come and see ; ' but no doubt it was near to 
Bethabara, for he appears to be an attendant upon the 
preaching of John, and to have been at this time in his 
neighbourhood. His invitation was jo3rfully accepted^ 
' They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him 
that day, for it was about the tenth hour,' (John i. 39.) 
which was two hours before sunset." 

** Oh ! Sir," said H3rford, ** how 1 love to have you dwell 
upon the condescension of Jesus !** 

" I wish, my friend/' replied Mr. C , ** that so beau* 

tiful and interesting a subject was in abler hands ; this 
earthly body ties down and clogs the spirit, and prevents it 
from entering so deeply into it as I would wish to do ; but 
the Evangelist has not left us without some clue as to the 
nature of the instruction given by our Lord, for we shall 
find that the men quitted him fully persuaded that he was 
indeed the promised Messias." 

'* Does the Bible give the names of these favoured people, 
Sir ?" said Hyford. 

" It says," answered Mr. C , ** * One of the two which 

heard John speak, and followed him, was Andrew, Simon 
Peter's brother ;' (John i. 40.) as the name of the other ii 
not mentioned, it is conmionly supposed that it was John^ 
the author of this Gk)speL ' Andrew first findeth his own 
brother Simon, and saith unto him. We have found the 
Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ,' (John 
i. 41.) Oh ! what a happy discovery ! may you be able to 
say the same ! Christ the Messiah, the Anointed One, an 
object worth seeking for, worth finding. These men were 
satisfied that he whom they followed was the long-antici- 
pated Saviour, and the inward drawings of the Spirit enabled 
them to say, * We know that the Son of God is come, and 
Iiath given ns an understanding to know hiin that is true ; 
and we are in him that is true, even m \a« %Qitk ^««va 
Cbriat This is the true Ood, and etemaX \^e,' ^Y^i^Vii^. 
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Happy they who have thus found Jerai Die Messiah, 

and who have an understanding given them whereby they 
become acquainted with the Father, and the Son, by the 
teaching of the Spirit ; without this, it is impossible savingly 
to know him, who alone is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Idfe. After Andrew and his companion had quitted the 
presence of the Holy Stranger, they met Simon, Andrew's 
brother; and his first salutation to him was, 'We have found 
die Meseias ! which is, being interpreted, the Christ/ (John 
L 41.) This was indeed a delightful discovery, that at last 
they should have found him who was the * Hope of Israel,' 
(Acts zxviii. 20,) ^ him to whom all the prophets gave 
witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him 
shall receive remission of sins,' (Acts x. 43,) and of whom 
they knew Moses their great lawgiver confidently spoke 
when he said, ^ A Prophet will the Lord thy God raise up 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me ; unto 
Him ye shall hearken.' ** (Deut. xviii. 15.) 

** May I be permitted to interrupt you, Sir ?" said Hyford, 
** How did our Lord resemble Moses ?" 

** Or rather, my good friend,*' replied Mr. C , " how 

did Moses resemble our Lord ? To enter into fiiU detail 
would keep us too long ; but the likeness consisted in Moses 
being the prophet, priest, king, and mediator of his people, 
and in all these various characters he has appeared before 
you in our Old Testament chapters, thus bearing close simi- 
Utnde to Jesus, who was acknowledged even by the unbe« 
lieving Jews to be a < great Prophet who had risen up 
among them,' (Luke vii. 16,) a * Priest upon his throne,' 
(Zech. vi. 13,) the adorable Mediator between a justly 
provoked God and his guilty creature man." (1 Tim. ii. 5.) 

"Thank you, sir, thank you," said Hyford j ^'pardon 
my interruption — please to go on." 

" Well " resumed Mr. C , ** this was the person 

with whom these men became acquainted : they were 
searching for the right way to heaven, the Truth ; and he 
who is * the Way, the Truth, and the Life,' found them, 
and at once brought home conviction to their hearts, inas- 
much as they were ready to say to all they met, ' We have 
found the Messias ' — the Anointed of God. When Simon 
came to Jesus, before he could utter a word, the gracious 
Saviour not only declared he knew him, but prophetically 
described Jus cbancter and disposition — ^^TVlou v^ ^^^ 
jb/4 'Simon, the son of Jona : thou sbaltbe coXV^^C^'^^^ 
which is, by interpretation, a stone/ (John \. \^^ C«^«^ 
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also signifies Peter, and aptly described the fortitade ind 
firmness with which this disciple laboured and suffered in 
his beloved Master's cause. ^The day following Jesui 
would go forth into Galilee, and findeth Philip, and saith 
unto hmi, Follow me,* (John L 43.) The manner whereby 
our blessed Lord drew one disciple after another to him, ib 
well deserving our notice ; those of whom we have been 
reading, were induced to go to him by the invitation of 
their friends, but not so Philip; he was found by him 
whom he sought not, and of whom he does not appear to 
have been thinking — but a word was sufiicient, for he 
who said, < Follow me,' accompanied it by the life-giving 
power, which enabled him not only instantly to obey, bat 
to induce others to do the same. Here, my dear friends^" 
continued the pastor, *' is a little history related with the 
utmost simplicity, but powerfully exhibiting the electing 
goodness of God. Philip appears to have been quite un- 
conscious of the Divine character of Jesus, and from hia 
reply to Nathaaael, which is a verse or two below, he does 
not seem to be at all aware of his having been bom at 
Bethlehem. But this matters little ; nothing can resist the 
Almighty word. Follow me — this is accompanied by a 
simple faith, lighted in his heart by the Divine Spirit^ 
never to be extinguished, and a love that would always be 
sincere, because he first was loved by Him who so graciously 
called him. We must now accompany him into Galilee : 
there it was he met Philip, for he was of Bethsaida, the 
city of Andrew and Peter. Like them he was impatient 
to make others whom he knew acquainted with the Lord 
and Master he had met, for we read that he found 
Nathanael, and saith unto him, * We have found him of 
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did write, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph,' (John L 45.) Philip appears 
to have made the law and the prophets his study ; and 
when he was called by Jesus he was led by the Spirit to 
perceive that he was the very person therein described, 
and who was expected in Judea somewhere about that 
time — he, therefore, speaks with confidence, *We have 
found him ;' he did not doubt it for a moment, though, as I 
said before, he was evidently ignorant of the Messiah's 
birthplace. Nazareth was a poor despised town, and, I 
recollecf I told you, the inhabitants were quite regarded as 
infenors hjr the Jews of other places ; therefore a doubt in- 
stantljr crosBed the mind of NatbanajeV aa Vo >i)afc ^Vxwi^«£% 
bemff indeed the personPhilip thoug\it\Mm,iat\ifc w-V^^^m^ 
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tliere any good thing come out of Nazareth ? Philip saith 
ontolum. Come and see.* This reply was wise and prudent. 
The prejudices of Nathanael were deeply rooted, therefore 
it was tke best course he could adopt ; and he willingly 
agreed to Philip's suggestion to see and judge for himsell" 
^ I have often thought," said Mr. Lawrence, '^ how suit- 
able tlus reply of Philip was to a man of Nathanael's disposi- 
tion ; and truly I wish it were more generally enforced.'* 

** Yes," replied Mr. C , " religion is a concern of 

too great importance to be treated lightly — ^it is a personal, 
an individual affair, between God and the soul. And instead 
of suiTounding ourselves with difficulties, doubtful disputa- 
tionsy and unreasonable prejudices, it is our positive duty 
to see and examine for ourselves, and to pray earnestly to 
be guided into the way of truth. It is the interest of our 
great adversary to keep prejudices alive, to induce us to 
seek for guidance and instruction anywhere rather than in 
the Bible, and to depend upon human theories in pre- 
ference to seeking wisdom from above. To this I attribute 
the multitude of parties and sects which tear asunder the 
Church of Christ, and which every child of God must 
deejdy deplore. They make idols of their teachers, they 
implicitly rest upon their instruction, without bringing it 
to the test of God's word — one runs after Paul, another 
after Apollos, a third after Cephas ; or, in other words, 
each places; himself under the banner of some favourite 
instructor, takes all he says for granted, and, thus making 
his spiritual pastor the keeper of his conscience, sinks into 
apathy, carnal security, and final destruction. Oh! my 
dear friends, may this not be the case with you; imitate 
the example of the Bereans, and * search the Scriptures ' 
daily, with fervent prayer, in order to learn the truth and 
soundness of the doctrines wherein ye are instructed. As 
your teacher, I ask you to do this — to ' Come and see.' 
My earnest desire is to lead you to Jesus as your almighty 
Saviour ; to conduct you at once into his presence ; and 
declare him to you ^ as the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the sin of the world ;* to see you at his feet, convinced that 
he is ' the Way, the Truth, and the Life,' and that * no man 
Cometh unto the Father but by him,' (John xiv. 6.) 
Divisions would not be known among us were Christ thus 
simply preached, for aU would look to him as the Living 
Head, and *then there would be no &chisi!i*\Ti>i!ti^\^Q\^^ 
but the members would have the same cax^ ot\& i<cst vsir 
otber/(l Cor.xiL25.) 
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<< But did Nathanael, the prejudiced Nathanae], take the 
advice of Philip ? Yes, truly, and that without delay, ud 
a glorious testimony was given concerning him by the 
Searcher of hearts — * Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, 
and saith of him, Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is 
no guile ! ' (John i. 47.) In these words how much is im- 
plied ! Our Lord at once pronounces the character of a resl 
Israelite, a genuine son of the holy, upright, consistent 
Abraham ; a person of faith and prayer, Apaueisor^ not a 
mere professor of religion ; one who was teuly desirous to 
know the truth, and whose conduct and character were 
devoid of hypocrisy, insincerity, and dishonesty." 

^'That's the right sort of man,** exclaimed Hyford, 
^ that's the kind of person I like to know and have dealings 
with. I wish there was a larger family of Nathanaels in the 
world, we should have fewer difficulties to contend with, I 
think, sir." 

" Yes," replied Mr. C , with a smUe, '* the descrip- 
tion given of the character of Nathanael by our gracious 
Lord is very beautiful and worthy of imitation ; I wish with 
you, Mr. Hjrford, it were more general. In the transactiom 
here recorded we find encouragement for the waiting soul ; 
this excellent man undoubtedly spent much of his time in 
meditation and prayer. He, like Simeon, was looking for 
the Consolation of Israel, and studying the prophecies rela- 
tive to his incarnation or appearance in the flesh. He had 
no idea his desires were so soon to be gratified; but 
we imiformly find that when God, by the influences of his 
Divine Spirit, fills the heart with longings after himself, he 
hastens to meet it with the maDifestations of his presence^ 
and bestow on it a foretaste of future joys. The evident 
recognition of our Lord astonished the simple-minded 
Israelite, and induced him to ask, ' Whence knowest thou 
me ?' As if he had said. We never met before : how, then, 
is it possible my character and disposition should be appa- 
rently so well known ? The gracious Saviour replies, * Be- 
fore that Philip called thee, when thou wast under the fig^ 
tree, I saw thee/ (John i. 48.) No doubt he was there em- 
ployed in meditation and prayer, pondering, perhaps, over 
the extraordinary declaration of the Baptist^ that the pro- 
mised Messiah was at length manifested, and praying 
earnestly that he might see and know him. The few words 
uttered by our Lord dispelled his doubts, the Holy Spirit 
accompanied them by his power, he Niras coxmut^ed that He 
before whom he stood was indeed Immaxvutd, Oodnuumi^ift. 
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in the flesh, for he heard him g^ve evidence of his omni- 
Kience, and prove by his reception that the very secrets 
of ius own heart were plainly manifested ; upon which he 
answered and said, ' Rabbi, Uiou art the Son of Qod, thou 
•rt the King of Israel !' This was a noble confession ; it 
united at once the nature and offices of the Christ whose 
presence had been so long and so earnestly desired : it 
showed his belief in Jesus as the great and Hcdy One whom 
Isaiah declared should be a Son bom and a Child given 
(Isa. ix. 6,) to lost mankind, and also the true King of his 
people Israel, of whom David and Solomon were eminent 
types. His simple faith so pleased the divine Saviour, that 
he proceeded to assure him of future and more glorious 
manifestations of his deity, sufficient to remove any remain- 
ing doubts, and imparting to him an assurance and confi- 
dence he never felt before. ' Jesus answered and said unto 
him, Because I said unto thee, I saw thee under the fig- 
tree, believest thou ? Thou shalt see greater things than 
these. Verily, verily, I say unto you, hereafter ye shall see 
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descend- 
ing upon the Son of man,' (John i. 50, 51.) Throughout 
the whole of this history the divinity of Jesus Christ is 
powerfully exhibited, and the irresistible operation of free 
grace peculiarly manifested; here were two brothers selected 
firom their family, the others, united both by kindred and 
friendship, separated from the rest of their fellow-citizens, 
who were destined for a season to continue in darkness and 
ignorance. Why this was permitted we know not ; and it 
does not become creatures like ourselves to attempt to 
search into those acts of almighty sovereignty which the 
Most High displays, but to bow before him in deep hu- 
mility, adoring the riches of his mercy, and accepting his 
gracious offers of pardon and reconciliation. 

*' After our Lord had selected these his first disciples, his 
£Eune began to spread abroad ; he entered into the syna- 
gogues, and began to instruct his lost and ruined creatures 
in such a way as they never heard before. Israel in the 
wilderness were summoned to hear Jehovah in awful 
majesty proclaim the law with all its righteous demands, 
and, in order to impress them with a sense of its infinite 
holiness, thunders and lightnings, earthquakes, and the arch- 
angel's trump, accompanied the solemn announcement ; 
tiie children of those same Israelites axe yclniXj^^ V; ^^ 
almighty Lord, united in humanity, to listen to ^'^ «2SJC 
gweet aovmda of Ooapd mercy, declaring \!Iq»X >^'fe *" ^^^^nX 
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of the Lord had anointed him to preach the Gospel to the 
poor ; to heal the hroken-hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruisejd, to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord,* (Luke iv. 18, 19.) Oh ! was not this a 
sermon worth listening to ? Were not these gracious words 
to proceed out of his mouth ? Surely * He spake as never 
man spake,' and weU might he be glorified of alL This 
happened at Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and 
where his parentage was known. For the extraordinary 
doctrine he taught, united with a manner not belonging to 
the sons of men, filled them with astonishment, and com- 
pelled them to exclaim, * Is not this Joseph's son ?' Can it 
be true that he belongs to one so obscure and mean ? Jesus 
anticipated this, and therefore adds, *Ye will surely say 
unto me this proverb, Physician, heal thyself ; whatsoever we 
have heard done in Capernaum, do also here in thine own 
country :' but no, aware of the prejudices they felt, he would 
do no mighty works there, and gave the examples of Elijah 
and Elisha, who were sent by God to bestow blessings upon 
the Gentiles — a truth that exasperated these selfish arrogant 
Jews, who could not endure the thought of any but themselves 
being the children of God, and heirs of the promises. The 
consequence was that, being filled with wrath, they rose 
up in fury and attempted to kill him by casting him head- 
long down the hill on which Nazareth was built ; but his 
power restrained them, for he had only entered upon his 
ministry, and therefore his hour was not come. But, alas 
for Nazareth ! it did not know what it did — it thrust from 
its children Jesus and his salvation, and when he found them 
80 determinately obstinate he quitted them to visit Caper- 
naum, one of the most highly-favoured cities in the land, 
by being frequently made the place of his abode. 

Here we must for the present leave him, humbly praying 
that the Spirit from on high may be more abundsmtly 
shed abroad in our hearts, that so we may be followers of the 
Lord Jesus in deed and in truth, endeavouring to lay up in 
our minds his gracious instructions, and daily applying to 
him as the great Physician who heals the diseases sin has 
produced, and who * came to seek and to save those that 
were lost.* " 

With these words the pastor closed his book, and his 
auditory departed, deeply sensible of the value of tiie lesson 
thejr had received. 
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" It is my appointed task to-day," said Mr. C— , 
when he saw his numerous friends assembled round him, 
anxiously awaiting his opening the Bible, ** to draw your 
attention to the latter days of John the Baptist's ministry. 
For the sake of the world, we are inclined to dedre lu8 
labours had been prolonged ; but the end for which he had 
been sent was accomplished, and his glorious mission com- 
pleted in little more than three years from his first offidal 
^ippearance. When we last had the privilege of reading 
the Scriptures together, we were occupied in considering 
the commencement of our divine Lord's ministry. And 
when he went into Judea, it is expressly stated that ' John 
was baptizing in ^non, near to Salem, because there was 
much water there;' and about that time ' a question arose 
between some of his disciples and the Jews about purifying,' 
which appears to have been whether the baptism of John, 
that of Jesus, or the ceremonial washings, were the most 
efficacious to take away sin. The evident jealousy where- 
with the followers of the Baptist regarded Christ, afforded 
him an opportunity of bearing a glorious testimony as to ' 
the nature and character of Him whom he preceded. For 
when they said, < Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond 
Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same 
baptizeth, and all men come to him,* — ^his reply was, * A 
man can receive nothing, except it be given him from hea- 
ven. . Ye yourselves bare me witness that I said, I am not 
the Christ, but that I am sent before him.' (John iii. 26 — ^28.) 
They could not have delighted their loved teacher more 
than by telling him that the people were flocking to Him 
whom he had proclaimed to be ' the Lamb of Qod that 
taketh away the sin of the world.' This was what he 
longed for, waited for, prayed for; he was satisfied now to 
go to prison or to death, for the purpose of his mighty 
mission was accomplished, and his joy complete. With 
the eye of faith he glanced at ^e gtaidL\xs\<^o\v&\»xiX. cscSax^ 
aent of the Messiah's kingdom and ^0x7,^^ eaXsW^uStoawc^ 
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of which he had seen begun; for he knew that * his name 

should endure for ever; his name should be continued as 

long as the sun : that men should be blessed in him, that 

all nations should call him blessed ;' (Psa. Ixxii. 17.) and 

that thus it should spread without let or hindrance, even 

until that glorious triumphant hour when the angel should 

sound, and great voices in heaven should proclaim, * The 

kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 

Lord, and of his Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and 

ever.' (Rev. xi. 15). Thus should the Messiah indeed 

increase, while John should be less and less regarded ; the 

superiority of the Redeemer in all things eclipsing the 

popularity he enjoyed, and showing ^that, when opposed to 

him, he was of the earth, a mere sinful mortal, only capable 

of speaking in the language of the earth, a man addressing 

his fellow-men; while Jesus, the divine, the heavenly 

Jesus, standing forth as the missionary of love, should 

preach doctrines such as never before were heard, in 

language suitable to their glorious and mysterious nature. — 

But before we take them into our consideration, we must 

foUow John into the gloomy prison, whither the fear and 

profligacy of Herod had sent him.'' 

*' Will you excuse me, ladies," said our worthy friend 
Hyford, turning to several of those who were present, 

" will you excuse me, if I ask Mr. C , who this Herod 

was. Was it the same barbarian who murdered the innocent 

children in Bethlehem, Sir ?" " No," replied Mr. C , 

" it was his son, the Herod who murdered the children 
was most unworthily called the Great." " The Great, 
Sir !" interrupted the farmer ; '* the Great ! what for ? for 
being a monster, I suppose." *•' Indeed," replied Mr. 

C , smiling, '* the title was undeserved, as we would 

understand it ; for no doubt you, Mr. Hyford, think those 
princes only merit the title of Great, who try to promote 
the glory of God, and the real welfare of their subjects ; 
but this man was sumamed the Great on account of his 
magnificence, his lavish expenditure, the number of towns 
and fine buildings he erected, and above all, for re-building 
the temple at Jerusalem, which he did, without considering 
the greatness or difficulty of such an undertaking. The 
old temple required repair, therefore he thought to gain 
the favour of the Jews, who disliked him, by pulling that 
down, and rearing one more costly ; as sooti, \\v^itioi^^ ^& 
he had collected the necessary materials, 'wloicYv \i^ '^^a X.^o 
rears in doing, he set ten thousand at tiftceia to^oiV^xxxw^^v 
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the direction of a thousand priests. One thousand carts 
were employ(:d in carrying on the labour ; and so expeditious 
were they about it, th ic the historian who wrote a history 
of the Jews, relates, that the Holy Place, or Temple, pro- 
jjerly so called, was finished in a year and a hal^ during 
which, he adds, it only rained by night The remainder 
took rather more than eight years in completing, wheiii 
though the whole building was not finished, yet it was fit 
for the Divine Service." 

" But did not the Jews say to Christ that it took forty 
and six years in building ?" said Miss Draycott, a lady who 

accompanied Mrs. Basil. " Yes," replied Mr. C ^ "and 

in fact it was not then finished, as I said before. There was 
:^ufficient space to enable the priests to carry on the sacred 
services, but the whole was not completed ; and it was just 
forty-six years from the time it was begun, to the first pass- 
over which was held after our Lord had commenced his 
public ministry, when the Jews were disputing with him 
because the sign he gave them of his being indeed the 
Messiah was that he would destroy the temple, (bis body) 
and rear it again in three days, (See John ii. 20.) Had 
Herod lived, no doubt the work would have gone on 
without interruption ; but we learn that he died, soon after 
his barbarity at Bethlehem, hated and feared by all his 
subjects, whom he tortured and murdered, whether innocent 
or guilty, if he suspected their plotting against him. 
During his reign, he caused one of his wives, many of his 
relatives, and some of his own children, including his 
eldest son, Antipater, to be put to death ; and a short time 
previously to his decease, when he felt certain he should 
not recover, he enticed the chiefs of the Jews at Jericho to 
come to him, had them shut up in confinement, and entreated 
that as soon as he breathed his last, his sister and her 
husband would have them slain, in order that the afiiiction 
and mourning of their friends might be supposed to be for 
him. But this horrid order was not executed. He left 
three sons, Archelaus, Herod Antipas, and Philip. Arche- 
laiu reigned in Judea, (Matt. ii. 22.) Herod in Galilee, 
and Philip was Tetrarch of Iturea, (Luke iii. 1.) It is 
until Herod Antipas^ in connexion with the history of John 
Baptia^ that we have to do. The character of this 
la vary bad, and histoiy confirms the account given 
tiw Bible, when we read that ' Herod had laid 
d V\\m. aud v^X. Vvvca. ydl \inss«^ Cot 
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It is not lawful for thee to have her/ (Matt. xiv. 3, 4.) 

wicked woman was the granddaughter of Herod the 
.t, consequently niece both to Philip and Herod 
pas : totally without principle, she was easily per- 
3d to leave her husband, and marry Herod, which not 
brought upon them the fearless reproof of the Holy 
ist, but disgusted the whole nation of the Jews, who 

provoked at being governed by such a dissolute prince. 
: was impossible to wreak his vengeance on the people, 
id determined to listen to the suggestions of his wife, 
was annoyed beyond measure at the reproaches of 
ly and therefore resolved to ruin him. This was easily 
ted; the conscience of Herod bore testimony to the 
iiilness of the prophet, and, unable to bear its stings, 
ided yet more to his iniquities and crimes, and shut 
up in prison. There he remained for a time, the 
ed Herodias endeavouring to persuade the king to put 
to death ; but his fear of the people, who deeply 
enced John, combined with an extraordinary power he 
over his mind, had hitherto rendered all her efforts 
sctual, and he merely contented himself with keeping 
out of the way. But at length Herod's birthday arrived, 
iccording to general custom, it was to be celebrated 
feasting and mirth ; for it is written, * When a conve- 
; day was come, that Herod on his birthday made a 
er to his lords, high captains, and chief estates of 
lee; and when the daughter of the said Herodias came 
id danced, and pleased Herod and them that sat with him, 
dng said unto the damsel, Ask of me whatsoever thou 
and I will give it thee. And he sware unto her, Whatso- 
tliou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of 
dngdom,' (Mark vi. 21 — 23.) What a fatal oath was 

made ! what a fearful proof of the consequences of 
Dperance ! and what a picture of the reveUings and 
osals of the people of this world ! Salome, which was 
lame of this young girl, had no business to be present ; 
IB contrary to the rules of propriety and modesty esta- 
\ed by the customs of her country ; but we cannot 
ct much from the daughter of the infamous Herodias. 

ambition was to captivate Herod by every means 
in her power, and to render him subservient to her 
yes; she thoroughly knew the character of the man 
. whom she had to do, and she rightly ^xid^e^ V^X >^^ 
mplishmeDts of her child might assist Yi^x ^<esv.^(A» 
may well imagine her ecstasy, her &«iid\s^ ^^\^^ 
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when, full of the promises of the king, Salome hastened to 
her, to consult with her as to what she should asL 
Revenge instantly started forth to do its work : the oath 
was made, and must be kept, as the foolish prince imagined 
his honour at stake, and Herodias knew he valued that 
more than mercy and justice ; therefore at once she replied, 

* The head of John the Baptist ! ' Yes, on a charger or 
large dish, she required the bleeding head of him who had 
only reproved her for her good, who had endeavoured to 
show her the error of her ways, and wished to lead jierand 
her husband into the paths of peace." ** But, Sir," said 
Hyford, whose attention was riveted, *^ how did the king 
behave ? I fdrget the history, and truly it seems a sad one." 

** It is indeed," replied Mr. C , " and shows another 

page of poor miserable human nature unassisted by the 
Spirit from on high. When Salome returned into the 
presence of Herod, with her mother^s demand, it is said, 

• And the king was sorry ''* ** Sorry !" interrupted 

Hyford, " sorry indeed ! — then what did he do it for? Away 
with such sorrow !" 

'* Listen, my friend," calmly replied Mr. C , seeing 

a smile upon the countenances of his friends at the impe- 
tuosity of the worthy old man ; '^ listen : ^ And the king 
was sorry ; nevertheless, for the oath's sake, and them 
which sat with him at meat, he commanded it to be given 
her. And he sent, and beheaded John in the prison." 
" Now, Sir," said the farmer, " Mr. Herod and I do not 
agree at all ; he thinks it better to commit murder than to 
break a drunken promise ; I do not. I say. Sir, no promise 
a man makes when he is not in his senses is binding. 
I remember in my days of madness and folly how often 
I promised at night things that I never performed when in 
my right senses next day ; and many a one sorrows in the 
morning over the evil he unknowingly committed in hours 
of revelry." 

'• Very true, Mr. Hyford," replied Mr. C . <« Herod 

is a painful example of the effects of intemperance, the 
consequences of which were very bitter both to himself 
and his guilty associates ; for the just vengeance of an 
offended God seemed to follow each to their grave." 
*•' Indeed, Sir !" said our talkative friend, ** how was it ? — 
You know, ladies, I have not much learning, and never 
read any history." " Do not mind us, Mr. Hyford," said 
Mrs, Basil, kindly ; " we \iaye mucYi ^V&^ami^ m bearing 
the questiona you put to out exceWeut tfia&\i«i^ 
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''- Well, then," said Mr. C , *« in the first place, he 

was very unsuccessful in a war he had undertaken against 
Aretas the King of Arabia, whose daughter he had formerly 
married, and whom he put away for the sake of Herodias ; 
who was designed to be his punishment and ruin, for she 
induced him to disoblige the Roman Emperor Caligula, 
from whom he held his dominions, and consequently he 
was deprived of the government he had maintained for 
forty-three years, and banished to Lyons in France, where 
they dragged on a miserable existence, hated and hating 
each other ; while of Salome the daughter it is recorded, 
that in going over some ice in winter, it broke, and she fell 
in up to her neck, which was cut through by the sharpness 
of the ice closing round her, a wonderful and fearful retri- 
bution for her so readily demanding the head of the Holy 
Baptist." ** Well, Sir," said the farmer, *' no one can be 
sorry for them. Indeed, now that I have more thought than 
formerly, I have observed in many instances the hand of 
Grod stretched out to make an example of the bold, auda- 
cious sinner, and to show others that the eye of God is 
upon them for good or evil.'* 

** Yes," answered Mr. C , " and by reviewing the 

history before us, we have much valuable and important 
instruction given us. As soon as Herod heard of the fame 
of Jesus, his conscience smote him, and he said, * This is 
John the Baptist ; he is risen from the dead, and therefore 
mighty works do show forth themselves in him/ (Matt. 
xiv. 2). He knew nothing of the Messiah ; his father, it is 
true, was fearful of losing the throne of Judea in conse- 
quence of the birth of the child, that perplexed him ; 
but of him this king had heard nothing for years. That 
terror, therefore, had subsided ; and when Jesus began his 
public ministry, accompanying it with manifest proofs of 
his being divinely sent, he readily supposed that the mur- 
dered John was again exercising his wondrous mission, and 
returned to the earth with greater power and authority than 
before. How true it is, that a guilty conscience needs no 
accuser but itself ! Herod feared John, — why ? Because 
' he was a just man and an holy,' (Mark vi. 20 ;) and you 
will always find that these qualities ensure respect, even 
from the most abandoned. He also liked to hear him 
preach, he admired him ; but like many in our own days, he 
was a hearer, but not a doer of the word •, a "^xwiXARfc ^^ 
as old as Ezekiel, who was to his people ^ %s «i '^erj Vs^^v-^ 
sozjff of one thai had a pleasant voice, aad (^o\]\dL '^wj '^^ 



8 NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 

on an instrument ; they heard his words, but they did them 
not/ (Ezek. xxxiii. 32.) How many there are tiiat attend 
the worship of God, not for prayer and praise, not to be 
taught his ways and instructed to walk in his paths, but to 
pass away an idle hour, to see and to be seen — and, alas! 
I am compelled to add, oftentimes for amusement, thinking 
that some peculiarity in the preacher will afford subject for 
mirth." ** I grieve, my dear Sir," said Mr. Lawrence, **to 
have it in my power to corroborate from my own knowledge 
the truth of what you have just said. Some time since, I 
was visiting in a city which boasts of many faith^ 
zealous ministers of the Gospel : of one in particular I had 
heard much, and expressed a desire to hear him. I said so 
to the friend I was staying with, and the reply was, * Go^ 
but I do not think you will like him, he is so strange — he 
says such odd things: people go there for amusement' 
Well, I thought, this is very extraordinary, to go to the 
house of God for amusement ; but however, I will go and 
judge for myself. I went. Sir, and I bless God I did go : 
the church was crowded to excess, the service was con- 
ducted in the most solemn, devout manner ; the clergyman's 
heart was truly lifted up with his hands, and the singing 
seemed to be indeed to the glory of God, not for the applause 
of man. At length the sermon commenced ; and never, Sir, 
shall I forget it ! Such a view the preacher took of the 
depths and consequences of sin, as made my heart thrill. / 
Though hundreds were assembled, none stirred, all seemed 
fearful of losing a word. I looked upon the congregation : 
there was the peer, the officer, the gentleman, and, dear 
Sir, there was also the private soldier — for it was a garrisoned 
town — the poor, and the ignorant, drinking in, I may truly 
say, the words of truth, their countenances bearing testi 
mony to the emotions of their hearts ; but when he reversed 
the scene, when he spoke of redeeming love, of the fulness 
of Gospel promises, of the riches of free grace, he seemed 
so absorbed in the mighty subject, that though he spoke 
with a rapidity and flow of eloquence I never heard sur- 
passed, still he seemed hardly able to give utterance to the 
glorious truths that poured from his overflowing heart. 
And this, Sir, was the man who was mentioned to me as a 
fit object for affording amusement to the giddy, thoughtiess 
young creatures who hate to be reminded of eternity ; and 
I could not avoid saying to the young friend who accbm- 
panied me, for I did not know my way, * \i \\s\^ S& -s^V^afc 
people call amusement, I am much mistiVLea *ycl \>ckfe w^m^ 
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acceptation of the word ; to attend the ministry of such a 
person is a privilege only fully appreciated hy those who 
are not always so highly favoured.' I think he felt the 
force of the remark, and I need scarcely add, that during 
the remainder of my visit, I repeated my attendance, re- 
garding it as a duty to gain as much instruction from this 
highly favoured teacher as my time would afford." 

" You were right, Sir," remarked Mr. Basil, " and your 
tale reminds me of the well-known anecdote of the Rev. 
Rowland Hill, whose ministry was so signally hlest to many 
who came to derive amusement from his peculiarities." Our 
Mend Hyfordy seeing his worthy landlord pause, looked at 
his companions and then said, ** Pardon me. Sir, but will 
you tell us the story.? — we should like to hear it." ** Well, 
then," said Mr. Basil with a smile, '< Mr. Hill was an able 
and zealous minister of the Gospel, and frequently 
preached at a chapel in Bath. One Sunday evening, when 
walking to the place of worship, he followed two young 
men, and overheard one say to the other, * What shall we do 
with ourselves this afternoon ?' * Oh ! I don't know,' was 
the reply, ' suppose we go to hear Rowland Hill preach, 
and we shall have some fun.' The preacher had heard 
enough ; he passed on, and desired the sexton, to whom he 
described the youths, to put them into a particular seat. 
When the service was over, and he had entered the pulpit, 
he opened his Bible, and pronounced for his text these 
awful words : ' The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the nations that forget God.' (Psalm ix. 17.) He drew a 
fearful picture of the abode of sorrow, and was pleased to 
observe he had fixed the attention of these thoughtless 
ones, which was turned into a thrill of horror as he bent 
over his cushion, and, with his finger pointed towards them, 
^aid in a voice of thunder, * There is fun for you !' 
The word was blest, and one, if not both, had reason to be 
thankful they ever heard Rowland Hill preach. But we 
interrupt our kind instructor, and must request him to 
proceed." 

'* The circumstances you have related,** resumed Mr. 

C , '* are examples of faithful preaching ; and can a 

minister be too zealous, too earnest, in warning his hearers 
to flee from the wrath to come, to invite them to search the 
inmost folds of their hearts, with the «Lsa\sX.«cae^ ciH 'vJt^^ 
Lord the Spirit, to see if any secret sin lurV^ XXv^x^vcw'^. ^Vv, 
no ! time is hastening on, and eternity last w^^TO^Ocvvck^* 
when we shall he called upon to gWe an accowxtX oi ^^' 
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stewardship, and the fidelity wherewith we have executed 
the solemn trust reposed in us. And now I would draw 
your attention to the conduct of John's disciples, for it is 
indeed worthy of notice. It is written, that ' his disdples 
came, and took up the body, and buried it, and went and 
told Jesus.' (Matt. xiv. 12.) From henceforth they 
followed him, and thus the Almighty brought good out of 
this wicked act, by leading them to the fountain of truth 
itself; for they were so deeply attached to the Baptist, that 
as long as he lived they were faithful to him, notwith- 
standing he continually endeavoured to direct them to 
Jesus, the long-promised Messiah. The removal of mini- 
sters or teachers should bring us nearer to Christ, and into 
more intimate communion with him. God is a jealous God, 
and his glory He will not give to another; therefore when 
he sees the creature receiving that attention, I may almost 
call it that adoration, that alone belongs to himself, -he 
removes the idol in order to teach them to cease from man." 
" But, Sir," said Hyford, in some agitation, ** how is tins ? 
Do you forbid our loving and reverencing you. Sir, our dear 
minister and guide ?'* 

" Do not mistake me," replied Mr. C y kindly ; *' I 

only wish to show you the relative position of a minister 
and his people. To love and esteem those whom you know 
are deeply interested for you, who pray for you and with 
you, who enter into your joys and sorrows, your hopes and 
fears, who counsel you in life, and help to smooth your 
passage out of it, is just and right ; but I cannot bear to 
see the servant occupy the Master's place ; the creature rob 
the Creator of his glory ; the shepherds followed, while the 
Chief Shepherd is forgotten ; the labourers extolled, while 
the great Master Builder is despised. We shall only prosper 
as a Church and people as long as we set the Lord Jevovah 
on our right hand, and render to him alone the homage 
that is due ; his servants preaching * not themselves, but 
Jesus Christy' and him crucified ; not becoming as clouds, 
eclipsing the brightness of the Sun of Righteousness from 
the view, and deceiving the seeking, longing soul with fine 
words, instead of leading him to the Messiah, the Lamb of 
God, that taketh away the sin of the world. But let us turn 
from man to follow our divine Lord, who, as soon as he 
heard of the death of his faithful forerunner, withdrew 
himself, *and departed by ship into a desert place.* (Matt. 

xjv. 13). .But privacy could not "be t\v^ ^oxXaoii cA lE&sft. 

wLo left hia throne of glory fox t\ie ^^t^x^^a \.\«^c>^^ ^ 
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teaching his ignorant creatures. The time was come for 
the people to discover that *a great prophet was risen 
up among them, and that God had visited them/ with 
a light such as had never before been seen. John by 
his preaching had prepared them for it, and the influ- 
ences of the Lord the Spirit had roused them from 
their spiritual slumber ; when, therefore, this valued 
teacher was removed by the base and treacherous Herod, 
whom they hated and despised, while they feared and 
dreaded him, we cannot be surprised that they crowded 
after Jesus, and eagerly listened to doctrines so divine and 
pure. His miracles also astonished them, for the blind, the 
dumb, the lame, the afflicted with every variety of disease, 
bore testimony to his mighty power, and compelled them 
to acknowledge his superiority ; for they said, ' John did no 
miracle, but sdl things that John spake of this man were 
true,' (John x. 41) ; therefore, when they saw him and his 
immediate followers enter the little vessel, they were aware 
of their destination, and hastened to meet them upon their 
landing, bringing with them as many sick persons as they 
could convey, with the hope of seeing them restored again 
to health and vigour. Nor was their faith misplaced: 
experience taught them that pity for the woes sin has pro- 
duced was deeply seated in his bosom, and that part of his 
blessed mission was to heal the sick, and make them under- 
stand that he was come to deliver body and soul from the 
thraldom and effects of sin; for St. Mark tells us that the 
sight of such a multitude filled him with compassion, 
• because'they were as sheep not having a shepherd ' and 
that * he began to teach them many things,' (chap. vi. 34.) 
The religious state of Judea was deplorable when our 
Lord dwelt amongst them ; misled by their teachers, 
whose interest it was to keep them ignorant, the common 
people literally knew nothing, they were indeed as sheep 
without a shepherd, for no man cared for their souls ; to 
them, therefore, he proclaimed the glad sounds of peace, 
and openly declared his object to be to seek and to save that 
which was lost But while he taught them with a simple 
eloquence and gracious manner such as they never met 
with before, and which compelled some to exclaim with 
unfeigned admiration, ' He spake as never man spake !* 
(John viL 46), he was not unmindful of the mfLiTKsJcve^ 
of nature ; he knew that, however desixoMa \)cic^ tsa^X 
be for instructdon, the body must "be ft\iL^X.«AXve^. ^"^^ 
disciples appear to have become diadat.\s&ed> iot SX. Sa 
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written, that ' when the day was far spent, his disci]>le8 
came unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now 
the time is far passed : send them away, that they may go 
into the countiy round about, and into the vilhsiges, and 
buy themselves bread, for they have nothing to eat* Now 
this seemed reasonable, and it was but natural to expect 
his compliance. Judge, therefore, of their astonishment, 
when, with a tone of authority, he said, ' Give ye them to 
eat' They tried to set this command aside, by making 
various excuses, and declaring their whole stock of provi- 
sions consisted in * five loaves, and two fishes,' barely 
sufficient for themselves. But that was of no importance 
to Him, who, though he had laid aside his glory, retained a 
power unknown to man. He was determined first to perplex 
his unbelieving followers, and then to astonish them by his 
wondrous acts. He commanded all the people to sit down 
upon the grass in ranks, by hundreds and by fifties. Thus 
there was no confusion, and all were equally present before 
him. ' Then taking the five loaves and the two fishes, he 
looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and 
gave them to his disciples to set before them ; and the two 
fishes divided he among them all.' (Mark vi. 38 — 4«1) And 
by virtue of this blessing, the provisions so multiplied that 
they not only all ate, and were filled, but the disciples 
gathered up twelve baskets full of the fragments, (one for 
each,) which was sufficient for the supply of their own 
wants likewise. 

" Our time now, my friends," continued the pastor, 
looking at the time-piece, which was near him, " is expired, 
we must therefore defer to another day the remarks that 
naturally arise to our minds from this wonderful miracle ; 
•but it was not a solitary instance, for during our progress 
through the Histories of the New Testament we shall be 
called upon to notice a similar display of divine power ; and 
I trust, with the assistance of the Holy Spirit, we shall be 
enabled to derive the instruction it is calculated to afford, 
and be more encouraged to apply to Jesus for the supply of 
spiritual nourishment, assured that He alone has the power 
to preserve and increase it abundantly, sustaining and 
strengthening our souls unto Eternal Life." 
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" The history of our Divine Lord and his foremnner, 
John the Baptist, is so closely interwoven in the early 

chapters of the several Gospels," remarked Mr.C , 

upon the occasion of his friends assembling at hit house, 
as usual, " that I thought it would he more in aooordanoe 
with the wishes of all present to complete the details given ns 
of that faithful servant, though by so doing we unavoidaUy 
anticipated a little with regard to the proceedings of the 
Messiah ; whose footsteps we now purpose to follow, with the 
humble hope that a blessing from on high may accompany 
our efforts, and that by faith we may be enabled to realise 
his presence, and mingle with the favoured multitudes who 
were permitted to see and hear ^things which had been kept 
secret from the foundation of the world,' (Matt xiiL 35.) 
The task we have undertaken is one of no trifling import ; it 
is a feeble endeavour to set before you Jesus ; and, oh, my 
friends, in that one word how much is comprehended! 
I feel inadequate to the mighty theme ; and my earnest 
desire is, that He will so graciously assist me by his Spirit^ 
that, instead of ^ darkening counsel by words without 
knowledge,' he may enable me to ' publish the name of the 
Lord, and to ascribe, greatness unto our God.' 

" The histories of the princes of the earth are full of 
records of pride, vainglory, ostentation, desolations, and 
death ; but this mighty King, before whom the greatest 
potentate is nobody, who wa3 * in the form of God, and 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God, made himself 
of no reputation ;' he scorned ^e distinctions of the world, 
and set at nought the learning of the- scribe. To confirm his 
word, he displayed his power over ^U creation ; and when 
his wondrous mission was ended, he ascended up on high, 
leading captivity captivOy. proving himself conqueror over 
Satan, Sin, and Death, and resuming the glory that he had 
with the Father before ever the world was. But is he un- 
mindful of his subjects here below ? does he forget the visit 
he once paid to the abodes of man ? No, never; the pity and 
compassion that impelled him then, is deef^ly seated in his 
bosom now. The love that led him here, bums with un- 
diminished force ; he has engraven his people upon the 
palms of his hands, and he is continually employed in 
making intercession for them, and offering the incense of 
his merits on the golden altar that is before the throne. 
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The miracle we purpose considering to-daj has be^n the 
sport of the infidel ; but woe unto him lest, in an hour he 
is not aware of, he will be obliged to give an account of 
the idle words he has indulged in, and shall utterly perish 
IB his own corruption. 

•* Our sntgect is to be read in the second chapter of St 
John's Gt)i^>el, where we learn, that on the third day after 
ear Lord's return into Galilee, where, if you recollect, he 
eidled Philip to follow him, and convinced the guileless 
l^athanael of his omniscience, he came to Cana, which was 
nsoally known by the name of Cana of Galilee, to distin- 
guish it from another town of the same name, which be- 
Iffag&i to the tribe of Asher, (see Joshua xix. 28.) There 
• marriage was to be celebrated, and we are told that both 
Jesus was called, and his disciples, to it ; his mother like- 
Wise being present." 

" The weddings amongst the Jews were accompanied 
with much ceremony, were they not. Sir ?" said Hyford ; 

" I think I have heard so." " Yes," replied Mr. C , 

** this people were taught to honour the matrimonial state, 
and indeed regarded it as a duty to do so. As to the 
manner of its celebration, Moses left no direction about it; 
but, from various parts of the sacred Scriptures, we may 
6onclude that much splendour usually accompanied tliese 
feasts. In the case of Abraham, when he sought a wife 
for his son Isaac, he furnished his servant with many 
valuable things, as presents to the damsel that accepted 
his ofier ; and nothing can exceed the beautiful simplicity, 
and manifest display of a superintending, directing Provi- 
dence, as detailed upon this occasion, in the 24th chaptet 
of Genesis. Again, when Jacob was married to Leah, 
' Laban, her father, gathered together all the men of the 
place, and made a feast,' (Gren. xxix. 22.) Samson's 
wedding is recorded to have lasted seven days, and * he 
had thirty chosen young meb for his companions,' (Judges 
xiv. 10, 11.) And we are told by the Jewish writers, 
that both the bridegroom and the bride used to wear a 
crown during the whole solenmity, until the destruction of 
the last Temple; but that since that awful catastrophe, the 
custom has been set aside. In allusion to this the prophet 
Eisekiel, when recounting Gt>d's love to his chosen people, 
and the gl^cious covenant he entered into with them, 
writes, ' I decked thee also with ornaments, dnd I put 
bracelets upon thv hands, and a chain on thy neck ; and I 
put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings in WAu^ ^ax^^ 
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and a beautiful crown upon thine head . . . And thj re- 
nown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty: for it 
was perfect through my comeliness, which I had put upon 
thee, saith the Lord God,' (Ezek. xvL 8 — 14.) 

*^ The spiritual signification of this passage is voy 
lovely," proceeded the good pastor; *' but at present I for- 
bear to allude to it, though presently it might suit mj 
purpose to do so. A Hebrew marriage, at which a gentle- 
man I know something of was present, was conducted in 
the following manner : — The parties all went to the syna- 
gogue, where was the bridegroom, a boy who had jurt 
completed his fifteenth year." " Poor child ! ** muttered 
Hyford. " He was clad in a white robe, and appeared 
quite in a state of excitement and alarm, which was not to 
be wondered at when we consider he had as yet never 
seen his intended wife." "Never seen her, sir I" said 
Hyford, who had been very fidgety; " then how could he 
promise to love her ? I know my dame and I kept com- 
pany for more than a year before we thought of being 
married. Poor child !^-only fifteen ! — and never had seen 
his wife ! "Well, well !" " The marriages of the Jews," re- 
plied Mr. C , who always enjoyed the farmer's remarks, 

" were rather to be styled contracts. The whole affair was 
conducted by the parents or relations, on both sides; and 
when all was agreed upon, the bridegroom was introduced 
to the bride, (though it was not the case in the ceremony I 
am relating,) presents were exchanged, and the papers 
signed before witnesses. The bride then remained for 
some time with her relatives; after which, accompanied by 
music, she was brought to her husband's house, which, as 
in the Parable of the Ten Virgins, generally took place at 
night. 

" Now we will return to the more modem method 
observed. After the Rabbi and congregation had chanted 
a nuptial hymn, and repeated some verses out of the Torab, 
which is the Law, or the first five books of the Bible, they 
all went to the house of the bridegroom, where many 
Jewesses were assembled. In a large room the bride was 
standing, covered with a veil, and crowned with flowers 
and pearls instead of gold ; her dress was covered with 
gold and silver ornaments ; and she was not more than 
twelve years old. After a long silence the Chief Priest, or 
Rabbi, took some wine, sung a few words, and after tasting 
it himself, gave it the parents of both parties. He next 
showed the ring to every nne present, and finally put it on 
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the finger of the bride. A woollen cloth was thrown over 
them while they stood together, and a blessing implored ; 
sftor which a glass vase, resembling a dome, was taken by 
the Babbi and thrown out of the window, as a type of the 
destruction of the Temple, accompanied by the groans of 
all present 

" We must «iow return from our long digression. It is 
fopposed that the parties assembled at Cana were related 
to the Virgin Mary, which would account for her being 
present, as well as for the anxiety she evinced at the failure 
of the wine. Probably they were poor, and not able to 
procure sufficient for the number of guests that custom 
obliged them to invite. It is there^re recorded, that 
' when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto 
him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto her. Woman, 
what have I to do with thee ? Mine hour is not yet come. 
EQs mother saith unto the servants. Whatsoever he saith 
unto you, do it,' (John ii. 4, 6.) She had no doubt he would 
perform some miracle, for she knew him to be indeed her 
Saviour and her God, (Luke i. 47.) Though she was 
honoured above all women in giving him birth, she soon 
discovered the wonderful, immeasurable distance between 
them ; she believed in him as her long-promised Redeemer, 
who was to be of the seed of the woman, (Gen. iii. 15,) 

* tibe Child born, the Son given, (Isa. ix. 6) ; that thus in 
man^s n at are he might atone for the sins of man." 

" She must have felt discouraged at his reply," observed 
Mr. Lawrence ; " but I have often thought it was a blessed 
one." The farmers who sat together looked perplexed, 
and Hill ventured to say, " Why, sir?" " Because," re- 
plied Mr. Lawrence, " it is a standing testimony against 
the senseless idolatry, and, I may add, blasphemy, of the 
Roman Catholics, who give divine honours to her who is 
only a finite creature." " And do they?" asked Hyford. 
" Yes," replied Mr. Lawrence; " yes, in their prayer-books 
they have a litany expressly for her — ^they call her the 
'Morning Star' — that title which our blessed Lord appro- 
inriates to himself in the Revelation, where he says, * I 
am the Bright and Morning Star,' (Rev. xxii. 16.) They 
also call her the ' Gate of Heaven.' " " That is false,^ 
muttered Hyford. ** It is so, indeed," replied Mr. Law- 
rence; "for Jesus alone is the * Giite,' (Matt. vii. 13,) the 

* Door,' (John x. 9,) the * Way, the Truth, and the Life,* 
(John xiv. 6.) But," added he, " I am intruding upon 
your office, Mr. C ." " No, no," replied Mr. C , 
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<^ YOU have been an eyewitness of these tfaings ; so pny 
proceed." 

'* It is not my intention," said Mr. Lawrence ^* to enter j 
upon a detail of adventures and travels. The chapter yoa j 
have begun to read introduces to our notice the Virgin 
Mary in a more prominent manner than again occurs 
throughout the whole sacred history ; and I only wish, 
for the sake of my worthy friends " — turning to Hyfoid 
and the other farmers — ''to notice the sinful adoradoa 
paid by the Church of Rome to her who was only a mortal, 
thus violating as completely as possible the command of 
Christ, who said, ' Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve,' " (Matt. iv. 10.) ^< And is 
she worshipped?" asked Mr. Hill. " Yes, truly," replied 
Mr. Lawrence. " ' Mother of the Creator, pray for us!' 
Can anything be more monstrous than this ? — Could the 
only Creator, ' the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eter^ 
nity, (Isa. Ivii. 16,) could he have a mother ? If so, then 
the great Creator derives his being from one who was 
before himself." " Oh, Sir, what blasphemy!" exclaimed 
Hyford : " and do any people believe this ?" " Alas! my 
friend, too many ; under the dark and dreary cloud dl 
Popery a woful amount of worship is given to the creature; 
and thousands, nay tens of thousands, of our fellow-crea- 
tures are led into this fearful labyrinth of man's devices. 
It was the remark of a good man, that ' for one prayer made 
to the most high God, ten are made to the Virgin Mary;' 
and I have in my possession a paper published last year, 
1847, taken from the Excommunication Service of the 
Church of Rome, which commences thus : — * By the au- 
thority of God Almighty, the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, and of the holy canons, and of the undefiled Virgin 
Mary, Mother of God,' &c. &c. I need not proceed with 
it; I mention it to show you how she is spoken of." 
" But, Sir," said Hyford, who seemed very uneasy, ^ she 
cannot hear us, if we were to call upon her?" •* How 
could she ?" replied Mr. Lawrence; " God is a Spirit, every 
where present ; therefore, if you and I pray to him at the 
same time, though you know we live far apart, still, by 
virtue of this mighty attribute, his omnipresence, he hears 
us both ; but not so the Virgin Mary. Our poor mis- 
guided brethren confess her to be a creature, not a spirit ; 
therefore she cannot possibly be here, there, and every 
where^ at the same time. She, with the multitudes of the 
redeemed, are singing their praiaea ^^ WVm ^Vq \vq^ 
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tbem, and bought them with his own blood, and is not con- 
cerned with that wearisome world thej rejoiced to leave; 
therefore, to address our prayers to her, or any other glori- 
fied sainl^ is about as satisfactory as praying to the wind, 
and attended with equal benefit" ** I think so. Sir," said 
Hill ; ** and we have cause for thankfulness that we are 
permitted to read the Bible ; for I have heard the Papists 
are not allowed to do so, so no wonder they worship so 
ftlsely." 

" It is too true," said Mr, C ; " this false religion is 

maintained by ignorance, and by keeping the mind dark 
and degraded, which leads it, as it were, blindfolded into 
destraction ; and the practice of the Romish Church, of 
making the Bible a sealed book, is utterly opposed to reason 
and revelation; and we require no stronger proof of its 
unholy origin than its fear of meeting the light, and having 
its doctrines tried by the pure word of God. I have 
never before entered upon this subject," continued Mr. 

C ; " but the chapter which demands our attention 

to-day has called for it ; and I trust its importance will 
plead a sufficient excuse for so long dwelling upon it. 

" We will now return to the consideration of the events 
recorded, and would bespeak your attention to the reply 
our Lord gave when informed that the wine had failed. 
* Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with 
thee?' (John ii. 4.) To us this reply sounds harsh and 
disrespectful ; but it is universally allowed, by those who 
are well acquainted with Eastern manners, that it was the 
common mode of speaking ; it has even been addressed to 
queens. * What have I to do with thee?' is another ex- 
pression demanding notice ; and upon which St. Paul, in 
2 Cor. V. 16, throws great light. * Wherefore, hence- 
forth know we no man after the flesh : yea, though we 
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth 
know we him no more.' Mary had been the instrument 
whereby the most gracious God effected his purposes of 
mercy towards the rebellious race of man ; she had been 
honoured as the mother and nurse of Emmanuel, who, in 
order to accomplish his wonderful work of redemption, 
must become an infant of days, grow up into youth, and 
lastly, enter upon manhood. With her and Joseph he had 
quietly remained until the period of his public ministry 
commenced ; and it is generally thought he worked «a «^ 
carpenter^ ^us veiling his mighty character xni^^ \)ci^ 
chsk of the greatest humility. But no^ \i^ 'TiWi \)s^t\.i 
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years of age, the time required hy the Jewish law for 
entering into the office of teacher ; and we find, after his 
public baptism by John, that he departed into Galilee^ 
where the events we are considering took place. 

** From henceforward he had nothing to do with his 
human parent ; the time for manifesting forth his glory 
was arrived ; and in his frequent miracles and heavenly 
teaching, the Divinity shone forth. But, he adds, * My 
hour is not yet come ' (John ii. 4) ; his time for working 
had not arrived ; perhaps the wine was not entirely ex- 
hausted: if so, its want would not be felt; therefore a 
fresh supply would not be duly appreciated. Christ's time 
is always the best ; and though it often happens an answer* 
to our prayers seems long in coming, nevertheless, * though 
it tarry, let us wait for it ;' because, ' if we ask according 
to his will, he will hear us,' * and in due season we shall 
reap, if we faint not.' Mary does not appear to have been 
discouraged by the reply she received from Jesus, though 
it is evident she felt and saw he was no longer under her 
control, and that she must not presume to dictate to him 
when or how he was to exercise his sacred ministry." 

** How beautifully," remarked Mr. Lawrence, " does 
this portion destroy the fabric erected by Rome, wherein 
she endeavours to make it appear that the Virgin possesses 
such power that she may even command the Redeemer 
to act according to her will ! But if he turned away from 
her on earth, how much more now that he is exalted far 
above all created things, and before whom ten thousand 
times ten thousand bow the knee ! " ** Yes," replied Mr. 

C , " Jehovah is jealous of his honour, * and his glory 

he will not give to another ;' idolatry, with its numerous 
varieties, has ever been hateful to him; and to pray to any 
being, saint or angel, is an insult to God, and blasphemy 
against our Lord Jesus Christ, the only Mediator between 
God and his creature man. 

" At length the hour did arrive, when Jesus determined 
to repay the master of the feast for his hospitality, and, at 
the same time, deliver him from an unpleasant dilemma. 
It is recorded, that in the room were * set six waterpots 
of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, 
containing two or three firkins a-piece,' (John ii. 6.) A 
firkin measured from 7 Mo 9 gallons; therefore, six of 
these vessels held a considerable quantity of water, which 
was placed for the various washings of the people, pre- 
scribed by the law and by the traditions of the elders. 
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(Mut vii. 8.) Our Lord was pleased to order the aer- 
nntB to fill the waterpota with water ; and there was euch 
to indescribable majesty about him, that, though of tieces- 
titf mach engaged in tlieir atteodance upon the guests, it 
is added, that ' they Glled them up to the brim,' which 
must have taken considerable time and labour. No sooner 
was the commsnd obeyed, than he said unto them, ' Draw 
ODt now, and bear unto the governor of the feast.' 

" How astonished they must have been to see the liquid, 
which only a few minutes before they drew as pure as 
crystal from the fountain, now transferred into wine! — and 
BtUl more must they have wondered, when they heard the 
commendations of the governor of the feast, who called to 
the bridegroom and said, * Every man at the beginning 
doth set forth good wine ; and when men have well drunk, 
then that which is worse ; but thou hast kept the good 
wine until now,' (ver. 10.) 

" In all the large entertainments given by the Jews, a 
mler or governor was appointed, whose office it was to 
muntain order, and to attend to the wants of the guests ; 
we therefore find this man express his astonishment at 
the bridegroom keeping the good wine till the last, when 
those who were present had had sufficient, and could not 
appreciate its superiority. There are two important 
subjects to be noticed in, this history," continued the 
pastor; "one is, tiiat our Lord, by gracing this feast witli 
his presence, showed that he did not disapprove of social 
interconrse ; but that such should always be regulated with 
ft desire of his spiritual presence, levity and excess being 
banished from amongst us, as becomelh saints ; — the second 
is, that the institution of marriage is sacred ; and that that 
religion which forhids it to those professedly devoting 
themselves to the service of God is false, being contrary 
to the whole tenor of Scripture, both of the Old and New 
Teatament. 

" After the wedding rejoiiangs were over, our Lord went 
to Caperniium for a few daj'S, just before John the Baptist 
una imprisoned ; it was a lu^ and populous city, about 
h day's journey from Cana ; and in MatL ix. 1 it is 
riired by being called ' His own city.' The time of 
" iS^^ ^** "■' hand, tnd therefore he hasted to be 
■' «> upon his arrival he entered the temple, 
luted by those who sold oxen, and 
lAking a market-place of its courts. 
eatei in guch a manner, w ^^tneA. ^i* 
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came armed with more than human power ; for, aiilang 
himself a scourge of small cords^ he rushed in anscrngst 
them, driving them all out of the temple, togethi^ ivfth 
the sheep and the oxen; he poured out the changenT 
money, and overthrew the tables, saying unto them that 
sold doves, * Take these things hence ; make not fny 
Father's house an house of merchandise,' (John ii. 15, 16./* 

" There are those who justify these traders,** observed 
Mr. Basil, '* and say, that as the articles were not for com- 
mon traffic, but for the accommodation of the worshippiers, 
the proceedings which moved the indignation of our Lord 
were generally considered justifiable by the Jews." 

" Very true," replied Mr. C ; " but is it not alwayl 

the case that nominal professors will constantly find ex- 
cuses for the defence of their conduct, however at variance 
with the word of God ? These merchants felt they were 
guilty. We do not read of one demanding by what autho- 
rity our Lord acted ; on the contrary, a supernatural awe 
took possession of their minds. Unmindful of their money, 
and heedless of their goods, which, besides birds and ani- 
mals, consisted of salt, oil, wine, and other requisites used 
in the ceremonial worship, they fled before their Reprover 
and his uplifted scourge, mingling with the affrighted 
beasts, who added to the strange confusion by the wild 
terror that possessed them." 

" It must have been a wonderful sight," remarked Hyford. 

" The whole transaction," replied Mr. C , " is an 

exhibition of Divine power, which our Lord occasionally 
displayed. I love to contemplate it, to contrast it with his 
usually meek and gentle deportment, to behold him armed 
with an authority no one ofiered to dispute ; and to hear 
him exclaim, ' Make not my Father's house an house of 
merchandise.' No j udgment, no threatening, no reproaches 
for the past escaped him : in few words, he reminded them 
of the sanctity of the place, for it was the house of God, 
his Father's house, and the profanations that had so long 
been permitted were to cease for ever. But, my dear 
friends," added the pastor, "we must not complete our 
contemplation of this interesting occurrence without en- 
deavouring to profit by it. 

" Oilten has my spirit been grieved by our houses of 
prayer being turned into houses of merchandise. I do 
not speak of the synagogues of the Jews, where, it is well 
known, they transact most of their worldly business, but 
of U8 Christians, who ought to know and act differently, 
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inasmuch as we enjoy the light of a brighter and more 

glorious dispensation. How frequently are appointments 

made, and business settled, before and after Divine service! 

izid truly, this is one of the most prolific means employed 

bj Satan for catching away the seed just sown, and thus 

rendering it totally unproductive. But furthermore, let 

08 look inward, and ask ourselves if our minds are not 

too frequently employed in settling temporal accounts, in 

various schemes of trade, in considering what we shall say 

to such a person on such a business when we see him ? 

'^ In short, my dear iriends, is it not the lamentable truth, 
.that before the Searcher of hearts we act much more as if 
we were in a market-place than in the house erected to his 
honour, and for the purpose of worshipping him in spirit 
and in truth ? * All things are naked and open in the 
sight of Him with whom we have to do,' and whom we 
profess to adore. Supposing in a congregation every per- 
son was compelled by a secret, irresistible impulse to utter 
aloud his thoughts, by way of answering the responses, 
what would be the result ?" 

" Indeed, Sir," said Hyford, " it would be a strange 
one; very seldom, I fear, consistent with the sacred service. 
Oh, what blasphemy it would be called ! and so in truth it 
would ; — ^for instance, (I am only now thinking of myself, 
so I mean no offence to any one ;) I hear you say, * O Lord, 
show thy mercy upon us!* but instead of entreating for His 
salvation, I am debating in my own mind whether I shall 
go to Worcester Fair to-morrow, and whether it would be 
well to send a couple of cows that have been feeding in the 
stalls ; then comes on a train of thoughts as to its being 
desirable or not, and if I can get there in time, and while 
I am away what each man is to do. Now, all the time I 
am settling these matters, I am on my knees, and I am off 
my knees, standing or sitting as the case may be, passing 
for a very devout worshipper, but a very hypocrite in the 
sight of God. 

** Oh, Sir ! I do mourn over mj wandering thoughts in 
Grod'a house; they are a heavy burden to me; and I pray 
most fervently for the Lord the Spirit to give me the spirit 
of prayer, and grant me grace not to draw nigh to him with 
my lips when my heart is far from him. I often start for 
church. Sir, with my heart quite light ; I try to leave the 
world and forget its cares, but my return home is too 
often a sad contrast ; my cares have walked faster than me, 
and have presented themselves in every imaginable form 
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before I have been half an hour in my seat ; and theOf 
instead of being able to praise mj God for the sweet 
manifestations of his presence, I have felt as a culprit ; and 
were I to listen to the suggestions of my enemy, who has 
thus far triumphed over me, I should refrain from entreat- 
ing pardon also, thus making matters ten times worse. 
Oh, Sir," added the old man, " I long to be delivered 
from the body of this death, for I do continually the thing 
which I hate." 

" Yes," replied Mr. C , * and feel from experience 

the truth of what I have often told you ; namely, that 
when the Holy Spirit enters into a person, he does not re- 
move his old original corrupt nature, but implants another 
holy, living principle, proceeding from Himself, which 
keeps down, and restrains, to a certain degree, the evil that 
dwells within. But it is not destroyed, as some people 
imagine ; no, nor ever will be while we are in the flesh, 
for it will be ever on the watch to gain the ascendancy ; 
and nothing but the strong influences of the Lord the 
Spirit will, or can, keep it under. When, therefore, you 
are under the influences of besetting sin, whatever its 
nature or character, rouse yourself, and gird on your spi- 
ritual weapons ; plead in prayer that the gracious promise 
may be fulfilled to you, * That when the enemy shall come 
in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord may lift up his 
standard against him,' (Isa. lix. 19.) 

" • Know ye not that ye are the temple of God P says 
St. Paul, (1 Cor. iii. 16,) * and the temple of God is holy, 
which temple ye are.* Ask him therefore to enter therein, 
and purge it by his own mighty power ; implore him to 
give you grace to take these things hence, and no longer 
to moke his Father's house a house of merchandise; then 
you will find his service sweet to your soul, his worship 
your delight, his hours most precious, his day the holy of 
the Lord, wherein you will be favoured with gracious 
manifestations of his presence ; and having settled, on the 
last day of the week, your worldly concerns and earthly 
cares, you will, by strictly forbidding the thought of them 
to intrude, flnd in due time the advantage of the advice 
I have given you, and be enabled to serve your gracious 
Lord without distraction." 
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^^ Of all the subjects that have been presented us," sud 

Mr. C y to his numerous friends, " I do not think any 

surpass in interest and instruction the one now before us. 
' Jesus has left us an example that we should follow his 
steps ;' and when we turn over the pages of the New Tes- 
tament, and behold his unwearied diligence and zeal ia 
performing the mighty object for which he visited this 
world, we shall find the advantage of doing so, and humbly 
pray to be enabled, though at an immeasurable distance, to 
endeavour so to walk even as he walked. We should let 
our desires, my dear fjriends, take a high standard : nothing 
short of perfection should be our aim ; though, alas ! through 
the infirmity of our flesh, and from the motions of sin that 
dwelleth in us, we find ourselves daily disappointed, and 
unable to fulfil our Lord's command, * Be ye therefore per- 
fect, even as your Father, which is in heaven, is perfect,' 
(Matt. V. 48.) Our appointed time here is short ; how much 
so, we can all bear testimony: let us work, therefore, while 
it is called to-day» and fill up our allotted portion in such a 
manner as we shall wish we had done when we are called 
upon to give an account of our stewardship. We shall then 
all regret our having done so little, and been such unfaith- 
ful, unprofitable servants; but, believe me, we shall not fancy 
we have done too much. Oh ! in that solemn hour there 
is no deception. A man may live a fool, he may deceive 
himself and others during the years of health and strength, 
but in the last dread hour, with his soul fluttering on the 
confines of eternity, awaiting the moment when the cord 
of life is snapped^ the events of the past rise in rapid suc- 
cession, and he can alone be calm whose faith is fixed 
upon the atoning blood that was shed on Calvary, whose 
soul is clothed in the righteousness of Jesus, and whose 
sins are all forgiven for his sake. But now we will endea- 
vour to follow this our bright Exemplar, and, with the assist- 
ance of the Spirit from on high, realise his presence, and 
imagine ourselves beholding the weary footsteps of man's 
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Bedeemer. The last time it was our pnviiege to meet," 
Continued the pastor, *^ and converse on the acts of Jesus» 
lie was at Cana of Galilee : there he performed his first 
miracle of turning the water into wine. After this he went 
down to Capernaum, but continued only a few days, as he 
Was hastening to be present at Jerusalem during the ensu- 
ing passover, the first that had occurred since his entrance 
upon his public ministry. The divine zeal he displayed in 
cleansing the temple of its merchants and their wares, 
astonished numbers ; and the miracles he vnrought in con- 
firmation of his mission, being accompanied by the irre- 
sistible power of the Spirit, many believed on him, and 
regarded him as one especially sent of God. This pro- 
voked the Pharisees^ particularly as they heard that by 
receiving baptism many had shown themselves his disciples, 
and that a greater number than the followers of John." 

•* Would the ladies excuse me. Sir," said Hyford, " if 
I asked you to tell me who the Pharisees were ? We read 
a great deal about them in our Lord's time, and they appear 
to have been especially spiteful and opposed to him ; which 
makes me think they were an indifferent set." 

" The Jews," replied Mr. C , '* reckoned themselves 

to be divided into fotir principal sects, each of whom was 
80 attached to its own tenets, or peculiar points of belief, 
that they were the main causes of the desolation that befel 
their country and nation. The Pharisees were a very 
powerful party, supposed to have arisen about one hundred 
and fifty years before the coming of our Lord ; they 
thought much of tradition, or an unwritten account of 
various events and doctrines transmitted from one gene- 
ralaoiL to another, and to which they attributed the same 
Divine authority as to the sacred books. This was opposed 
by the Sadducees, another sect, and also the Samaritans, of 
whom we shall speak presently ; hence the hatred and 
opposition that subsisted amongst them. But Jesus, the 
gracious teacher of the ignorant, they abhorred, because 
he never lost an opportunity of reproving them for their 
sinful preference of tradition to the written word of God ; 
thus, as He plainly told them, making it of none effect. 
Their religion also consisted in washings, and fastings, and 
long prayers, peculiarity in dress and manner, whilst in- 
ward holiness and real sanctification were unknown ; this 
our Lord exposed, and that to the multitudes they had 
been imposing upon, calHng them ' beautiful sepulchres, fair 
indeed and attractive outwardly, but witlvm ixsiW. oil ^^"^^ 
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men's bones and all uncleanness/ You cannot therefore 
be surprised at their enmity to Him, who ' needed not that 
any should testify of man: for he knew what was in man," 
(John ii. 25.) 

*^ No, Sir," said Hyford, " I do not wonder now ; butwluk 
you were explaining their belief and conduct, I thought 
how very like they were to the Roman Catholics, who fol- 
low tradition much more than the Bible, and wash, and 
fast, and pray, one hour, while they plot and contrive the 
destruction of those who do not think as they do, the next" 

** Indeed it is too true, Mr. Hyford," answered the 
pastor, " and we have much reason to bless God for giving 
us grace to put a full value upon the Bible as the only 
guide to eternal life, resting upon its heaven-bom truths 
as our support, and by simply following its precepts, finding 
ourselves in the road that leads to glory. We will now 
return to our chapter, and follow the footsteps of our Lord, 
who, when he found the Pharisees were angry with him, 
left Judea and departed again into Galilee. Unless he 
took a considerable round, he was obliged to go through 
Samaria. * Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which 
is called Sychar, near to the parcel of ground that Jacob 
gave to his son Joseph,' (John iv. 5.) The enmity that 
subsisted between the Jews and Samaritans was so great," 

continued Mr. C , " that only those whose business 

was of importance went through Samaria on their road to 
Judea; but Jesus ' would needs go through,' for he came 
to win souls without regard to nation or kingdom, and all 
were equally precious in his sight. It was therefore to 
fulfil his own secret purposes of love that he arrived at 
Sychar, which is the same as Shechem, (see Gen. xxxiil. 
xxxiv.) and is now called Nablous. There he rested, for 
St. John tells us, that ^ Jacob's well was there, and that 
Jesus, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on the weU,' 
or, in other words, leaned against it, in order to rest himself." 

*^ I should like to know something more about this well, 
Sir," said Hyford, " before you proceed." 

"This well is nowhere else spoken of," replied Mr, 

C , " but it was firmly believed by the inhabitants of 

that part of the country, that it had been dug by Jacob, 
and used by himself and family. The ground itself had 
become his by reason of his having purchased it from the 
children of Hamor, the father of Shechem ; and he espe- 
cially bequeathed it to his beloved Joseph, who was interred 
there, for it is written, * The bones of Joseph, which the 
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children of Israel brought up out of Egypt, buried they in 
Shechem, in a parcel of ground which Jacob bought of the 
flons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, for a hundred pieces 
of silver : and it became the inheritance of the children of 
Joseph,' (Josh. zxiv. 32.) The well is still to be seen, 
and is about a mile outside the town : it is now a mere 
hole in the ground, covered with a stone, which is occasion- 
ally removed. The water is no longer there in abundance, 
but it is supposed at times to have some, for the depth is 
considerable, being as much as thirty-five feet ; and stones 
when thrown in produce a dead, hard sound, and are some 
time in reaching the bottom. Now let us attend to the 
beautiful lesson given us by the Lord of life on the brink 
of this ancient fountain. It was about the sixth hour, 
noon, the disciples were gone into the city to buy pro- 
visions, when a woman arrived to draw water. Yes, my 
people,** continued the pastor, •* it was for her the gra- 
cious Redeemer waited ; he knew she would come, and in 
his purposes of mercy arranged the means whereby she 
should be instructed in truths whereof she had hitherto no 
conception, and be led to a sense of her sinfulness and cor- 
ruption, which was followed by her anxiety to bring others 
also to hear and see her wonderful instructor, and 
finally to rejoice with many of her townspeople in know- 
ing practically that he was indeed the Christ, the Saviour 
of the world. In order to lead her into discourse, he said 
to her, * Give me to drink.' The woman was astonished, 
and, instead of complying, replied with sharpness, < How is 
it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a 
woman of Samaria ? ' (verse 9,) and in order to make us 
understand why she refused so simple a request, it is 
added, ' the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.' 

The causes of enmity between these people were many 
and various : the Samaritans worshipped the true God, but 
idols also ; they rejected all the books of Scripture, except- 
ing the Law; they hindered with all their power the 
rebuilding of the temple at Jerusalem, when the Jews 
returned from the Babylonian captivity, and refused their 
assistance in the work; above all, when they erected a 
place for worship on Mount Gerizim in opposition to that 
in Jerusalem, the hatred of the Jews knew no bounds, and 
to accuse a person of being a Samaritan was in their esti- 
mation the height of contempt and detestation ; hence, 
when words failed them to express their opinion of our 
blessed Lord, they said, ' Say we not well that thou art a 
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Samaritan, and hast a devil?' (John Tiii. 48.) Nerertiie- 
less, amidst much error, we find these people did not 
adopt in our Saviour's time many of the superstitions snd 
absurd practices of the Jews, though like tiiem they were 
expecting the coming of the Messiah ; and many received 
the doctrines of Christ, for in Acts ix. 31, we renid of tiie 
Churches in Samaria. Those who are now in existence 
are still expecting the Messiah ; and it is very certain that 
they now abhor idolatry as much as the Jews, and their 
ideas with regard to the Resurrection are far clearer than 
theirs. They at present live principally at Nablous, or 
Sychar, where there were recently between twenty and 
thirty houses, and about sixty men. They have Divine 
service every Saturday. In former times they went four 
times a-year to worship on Mount Gerizim, and to read 
the law, which employed them from sunrise till noon; 
but now this privilege is taken from them. Hence 
the cause of enmity between the two nations, and why 
the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. But 
these diiferences were of no importance in the eye of 
man's Creator and Redeemer : all were equally valuable 
to him; the distinction between Jew and Samaritan 
vanished before him, for he came to seek and to save the 
lost. Therefore he replies, ' If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me to drink, 
thou wouldst have asked of him, and he would have given 
thee living water,' (verse 10.) 

** I would that it were in my power," affectionately pro- 
ceeded Mr. C , " to lay before you in its full extent 

the beauty and preciousness of these words. Jesus re- 
quested the woman to give him some water to quench her 
thirst; she refused, upon the score of the enmity that sub- 
sisted between her nation and that of the Jews. No ways 
affironted, he proceeds to show her how differently he 
would have acted ; for had she asked of him, he would have 
given her limng water, water always fresh and running, 
hence called living, from being in constant motion. But 
do you imagine, my people, that the water from the foun- 
tain, or the running water from the stream, was what was 
implied in our Lord's reply ? Oh, no, no ; his was a higher 
and far more glorious meaning. The soul of man is spiritual, 
and requires spiritual refreshment : if he hungers, he must 
be fed with the bread of life ; if he thirsts, with living 
water : What then did our Saviour mean ? Even that if 
this woman had been sensible of her lost and ruined state, 
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both by nature and practice, she would have eagerly seized 
the opportunity afforded her of entreating pardon from 
Him who alone could forgive sins, and would have asked 
Him to bestow upon her his Holy Spirit to sanctify her and 
cleanse her, and to enable her from henceforward to live to 
his praise and glory. But this she did not : she was one who 
lived and delighted in sin ; she had never felt its burthen, 
she was insensible as to its consequences ; a false religion 
had increased her ignorance, and Satan had hitherto led 
her captive at his wilL Taking, therefore, the reply of 
the Saviour in its limited and worldly sense, she a&ked 
him how he could get the water he spoke of, for ' he had 
nothing to draw with, and the well was deep.' Again the 
gracious Redeemer answered, ' Whosoever drinketh of this 
water shall thirst again ; but whosoever drinketh of the 
water that I shall give him, shall never thirst ; but the water 
that I shall give him shall be a well of water springing up 
into everlasting life,' (verse 14.) Here he proceeds a step 
farther; he shows evidently that he alludes to something far 
more precious than the water before them : that is perishable, 
and its effects transitory; but his gift shall endure for ever, 
it shall be a well of water springing up into everlasting 
life. The woman then began to see that something very 
desirable was meant, and said, ^ Sir, give me this water, 
that I thirst not, neither come hither to draw,' (verse 15.) 
To save her trouble was all she cared for ; the distance 
from the city was at least a quarter of an hour's walk, and 
the well being deep caused the drawing up of the water to 
be still more laborious ; therefore she thought, if through 
the kindness of this stranger her daily toil should cease, 
she should have gained a valuable gift. She had not the 
least perception of his real meaning, for, as I said before, 
she had no sense of sin, and of her need of the Spirit of 
Life ; the offered blessing was of necessity unheeded, and 
all she dwelt upon was relief horn a fatiguing and mono- 
tonous employment 

'^ Oh ! my fiiends, we must feel our need of the Spirit 
before we can be sensible of its infinite value ; we must 
hunger and thirst after the bread and water of life, before 
we shall ask to be supplied. A person with no appetite 
does not care for food; he looks at it with dislike, and 
wishes it out of his sight ; but, on the contrary, when a 
man is in want, with what eagerness he takes whatever if 
given him ! the food is swee^ be it ever so coarse and 
homely. And as to the value of water, ask the weary tc«i- 
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veller in the desert, or the shipwrecked sailor, and you will 
be taught a lesson in gratitude for the abundance you enjoy, 
such as hitherto you have never felt And so it is in spi- 
ritual things ; you must feel you need a Saviour, before he 
will be precious to you (1 Pet. ii. 7) ; you must desire 
the Spirit, before you will earnestly ask for him ; you must 
be sensible of your weakness and incapability of doing any 
thing right, before you implore his assistance ; for I teU 
you truly, without the Spirit's upholding aid you cannot 
stand and be firm in your Christian course ; without bii 
inward breathings, you cannot even tiiink a holy thought, 
enjoy spiritual communion, lay hold on one precious 
promise, or realise the Divine presence. Be earnest, there- 
fore, in your petitions for this gift of God, that it may 
indeed be in you as a well, a never failing fountain of living 
water, sprin^ng up into everlasting life. It is freely offered, 
and as freely bestowed, for * whosoever will, may take df 
the water of life freely,* (Rev. xxii. 17.) 

'* But we must return to the interesting discourse we are 
considering. When our Lord saw that all his spiritual 
offers made no impression upon his ignorant companion, he 
proceeds to awaken her conscience. When she asks him 
to bestow upon her a gift of which she knew neither its 
nature or value, he told her to * go call her husband/ and 
then return to him. No ways abashed, she replied, * I have 
no husband,' (verse 17.) Our Lord then showed her how 
completely he was aware of her character and conduct ; for 
she had had five husbands, but it does not appear whether 
they were dead, or whether she had been divorced from them 
— a custom that was sanctioned by the law of Moses, and was 
much resorted to by the Jews and neighbouring nations 
upon trifling provocations — and 'he with whom she now 
lived was not her husband,' she being either a second wife, 
or not married before witnesses according to the custom 
of her people. This wonderful exposure of her life con- 
vinced her that Jesus was a prophet ; and, uneasy in so holy 
a presence, she hastened to turn the conversation from her- 
self, and to request him to inform her rightly on the great 
subject of disagreement between the Jews and the Sa- 
maritans, viz. which was the proper place for Divine wor- 
ship, the Temple in Jerusalem, or on Mount Gerizim." 

** How natural this was. Sir ! " said old Hyford ; *• we do 
not like to hear our ways talked of, and our secret sins 
brought to light Many a time I have quailed before you, 
thinking you had been finding out all about me, and that I 



NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 9 

lished you with examples in support of your doctrines ; 
eedy I was a long time before you convinced me to the 
trary." ^*If man had aright knowledge of the infinite 

Inesa of the Lord Jehovah," replied Mr. C , " it is 

3re Him he would quail, and not before a fellow worm ; 

so it is, we cannot endure being found out, or our cha- 
ters and tempers laid bare to others ; though, alas ! we 
^t that there is not a word in our tongue unknown to 
1, and that all things are naked and open to Him with 
dm we have to do, (Heb. iv. 13.) Jesus puts aside the 
troversial question of the woman, and replies, ' Woman, 
!eve me, the hour cometh when ye shall neither in this 
intain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye 
:«hip ye know not what ; we know what we worship, 

salvation is of the Jews,' (verses 21, 22.) It is not 
ire we worship, but Jiow we worship, that is the main 
ject of importance. Under the law, the place of Divine 
"ship was' only the Temple ; under the Gospel this com- 
id is done away with ; * men are to pray everywhere,' 
rim. iL 8.) not in this particular place, or that, for in 
at of holiness one is not greater than another, and the 
sndour and glory of the building adds nothing to the 
eptance of the worshippers. ' The hour cometh, and 
w 18, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
ipirit and in truth ; for the Father seeketh such to wor- 
p him. God is a spirit, and they that worship him, must 
rship him in spirit and truth,' (verses 23, 24.) In few 
rds our Lord explains the nature of true devotion. He 
dares to the woman, that she and her nation were in 
or ; that religion did not consist in outward observances, 
I that in truth they did not know what they worshipped ; 

they did not understand the perfections and character 
God, and had such a mixture of superstition and ig* 
tmce united with the truth, that they rejected the 
atest part of the sacred oracles, and misunderstood the 
L The Jewish nation, on the contrary, had been the 
Nwitory of God's truth ; they received it immediately 
OQ Himself, and had religiously preserved his sacred 
dies; they had been favoured with a succession of 
phets, and their sacrifices and various ordinances were 

institution of the Most High ; above all, it was from 
ongst the Jews the Messiah was to arise, in whom * all 
! nations of the earth were to be blessed,' and to whom 
believers looked for salvation. Well, then, might Jesus 
daim, 'Salvation is of the Jews.' But oh\ Wit >^vOa 
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was this poor ignorant Samaritan woman aware, that He 
who was the glory of all nations was indeed arrived ; tha^ 
veiling his divinity in man's nature, the wearied, wonderfiil 
stranger should he He, that thus condescendingly revealed 
to her the truth, and explained to her the nature of the 
invisible God. 

*' She had no objections to raise against all she had 
heard; she felt it was truth, and she said to him, ^I 
know that Messias cometh, which is called Christ ; when he 
is come, he will tell us all things.' Imagine her astonish- 
ment when he replied, ' I that speak unto thee am He !' 
Nothing can surpass the beauty and encouragement to poor 
sinners wherewith this history abounds. Truly to this 
woman may be applied the words of the prophet^ ' I am 
sought of them that asked not for me ; I am found of them 
that sought me not,' (Isa. Ixv. 1.) When she went for her 
noontide supply of water, ignorant and sinful, she knew 
nothing of the purposes of mercy that were in store for 
her ; for her the Saviour waited, though she knew him not, 
and, as we have seen, declared himself to her, and so ac- 
companied his word with life-giving power, that she has- 
tened to proclaim to her townsmen the glorious news that 
Messiah was indeed at hand. For she ' left her waterpot' 
— ^perhaps in her wonder and joy she forgot it, — and hasted 
into the city, and saith to tiie men, ' Come, see a man 
which told me all things that ever I did : is not this the 
Christ ?* (verse 29.) Hear what she says, and what con- 
vinced her this must be the Christ He revealed to her his 
knowledge of her life ; he brought her sins to her remem- 
brance, and set them in array before her ; he plainly ex- 
hibited her to herself ; and when she stood condemned and 
wondering, he declared himself the Messiah, her Redeemer 
and her Lord — this was sufficient. May it be the case 
with yourselves likewise, that conviction of sin may be 
accompanied by a saving knowledge of Jesus, and then, 
like this woman, you will eagerly proclaim to others the 
glad tidings of that salvation that has been bestowed upon 
you. 

"While the woman was absent, the disciples begged 
their Master to partake of the food they had brought : they 
had arrived just as he told her who he was ; and they, who 
had the Jewish prejudices against the Samaritans, mar- 
velled that he talked with her. It was not customary ; the 
low opinion of women entertained in the East prevented 
their being educated, and noticed, and valued, as they are 
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in Chri^tiEin countries ; and it is more than probable, that 
it was to place them in their true station in society, and to 
mnove all prejudices against them, that we find in the 
Bible BO many instanceB of women being highly honoured 
■nd distinguished by Ood. 

"The interesting employment of the great Kedeemer," 

omtiniied Mr. C , " had so occupied hlni, that the weari- 

Bess and hunger he had felt before were gone ; truly ' hia 
meat was to do the will of Him that sent him, and to finish 
his work,' " (verse 34.) " I don't understand that, Sir," said 

Hyford. " He alluded," replied Mr. C , " to the mighty 

Father's will, which was, to labour, and teach, and work 
miracles, in the midst of opposition and difficulties, until all 
vas finished, by his sufferings and voluntary death upon the 
cross; this was his delight; for thi« he came into the world, 
■nd rejoiced in the glorious harvest of souls that would be 
gathered in the Gospel field, and be the fruits of his nn- 
bonnded love to fallen man ; for it is recorded that ' many 
of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the 
saying of the woman, which tesriiied. He told me all that 
ever I did.' Here is encouragement for all : if we have 
experienced mercy, let us endeavour to draw others too ; 
the weakest and most inaignificanC are oftentimes the most 
honoured instruments in the hands of Ood, who frequently 
passes by the wise and the learned to employ those whom 
the world despise, ' that no flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence.' Those Samaritans who believed on him, longed 
for further inatniction ; never man spake as he did : and 
they were sensible of their privilege ; they beaought him 
therefore to tarry with them, and he abode there two days, 
for none ever appealed to him in vain, or were refused when 
they entreated his gracious presence. 

" The effect of this condescending visit was, that many 

more believed because of his own word, and said unto 

the woman, ' Now we believe, not because of thy saying, 

for we have hesrd him ourselves, and know that this is 

indeed the Chiis^ the Saviour of the world,' (verae 42.) 

Here was a plain testimony ; his doctrine carried such 

honour with i^ tiut they felt convinced he must indeed be 

the Christ, and that not a false one, but He who had been 

so loDg expected, and was manifested as a Saviour. It is 

remarkable toj^lnerve how clearly these Samaritans under- 

■nV^ 1 mission ; at once they received him as 

louhtinformed many of their country- 

uths that Jesus had taught them." 
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** Well, Sir," said Hyford, *' great things often rise out of 
small beginnings: who would have thought that such 
consequences would have been produced from that poor 
woman going to a well for water?" "Even so, Mr. 

H3rford,'' replied Mr. C , " God is ever carrying on the 

extension of his kingdom, and will do so until all the re- 
deemed are brought in, and every stone in the great spi- 
ritual temple is fitted into its place ; and for this purpose 
He works in various ways : some He calls Himself, by his 
own mighty irresistible power ; others He brings in by means 
of instruments, frequently most unexpected; others He 
teaches by the preaching of his word, and the ministry of 
his servants, who are hereby encouraged, nay, commanded, 
never to be weary in well-doing ; for He says to them, * In 
the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not 
thy hand, for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be alike good,' 
(Eccles. xi. 6.) And again, ' Cast thy bread upon the 
waters, for thou shalt find it after many days,' (Eccles. 
xi. 1.) 

** These promises, my friends, are very sweet ; they are 
equally applicable to you and me : if you are partakers of 
Gospel blessings, and enjoy its comforts, impart them to 
others, and invite them to your Master*s house ; there is 
room enough and to spare, and ' now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation.' The meat of Jesus was to do 
his Father 8 will. May we humbly endeavour to imitate 
his example ; and though we may not be permitted to see 
any fruit of our labours, still our business is to do our 
Father's will, and leave the event to Him. Thus we shall 
employ the talents He has committed to our trust, and be 
hereafter honoured by hearing him say, • Well done, good 
and faithful servant ; thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things : enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord,' (Matt. xxv. 21.) May this be 
your experience and mine, my dear friends," added the 
pastor, as he closed his book, ** and then we shall rejoice 
together through the countless ages of eternity." 
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" Our subject, when we last met, my dear friends," said 
the Pastor, *' was deeply interesting and important ; the 
extreme beauty of the narrative, united with the sublime 
and heart-searching instructions given to the woman of 
Samaria, deservedly renders that history one of the most 
valuable upon record, and a suitable companion, if I may 
so call it, for that I have selected for our consideration to- 
day. According to the order of time, I have reason to 
believe, the interview of our Lord with Nicodemus was 
prior to his meeting with the woman of Samaria : for the 
former dwelt in Jerusalem, and visited him during the 
time he remained for the celebration of the Passover ; the 
latter saw him as he was travelling from Judea into Galilee ; 
— it is a point of no importance, but to me it adds to the 
interest of our subject to follow the footsteps of our gracious 
Redeemer as noiriy as we can ; to identify ourselves with 
those who acoofl^MUiied him ; to behold faim^ by the eye 
of faith, healijig.t£e diseased, and feeding the hungry ; and 
to have the privalega of listening to such inatmction as no 
merely mortal man. could give, ' for never, man spake like 
this man ! ' 

** Whether we^ oontemplate the gracious dealings of 

Ood to his areatures^*' added Mr. C , turning to 

Hyford and faithrotiier farmers^ *' or view him, as you and 
I have done, choosing ^ Jacob as the lot of hia inheritance, 
having found him in a desert land, in the waste howling 
wilderness, wbere he led him about, he instructed him, he 
kept him as the apple of his eye,' (Deut. xxxii. 9, 10,) or 
as the pages of the New Testament present him, '/m- 
manuel,* — God manifest in the flesh, — we are overpowered 
with the magnitude of our subject, and lost in wonder at 
our own mysterious existence, and his marvellous dealings 
towards the inhabitants of the earth. Truly he descended 
from the mansions of bliss upon such an errand of mercy 
as we cannot comprehend to its full extent whilst yet in 
the flesh , those alone who have entered into rest can do 
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SO, for they can look back upon all that path whereby they 
have been led, and see the goodness that has made them 
partakers of such a weight of glory as far eclipses the most 
gorgeous display of £astem magnificence and pomp. How 
to attain such exalted happiness was the subject of our 
Lord's discourse; and, assisted by his gracious Spirit, 
without whom none can teach with faithfulness, or any 
listen with profit, we will endeavour to understand those 
truths which he himself pronounced of infinite importance. 
<< We have seen that the cleansing of the temple, and 
the divine zeal Jesus displayed upon that occasion, roused 
the attention of the Jews, and, indeed, many believed on 
him, as far as considering him the prophet they were led 
to expect somewhere about that period ; but they carried 
their faith no farther; his miracles astonished them, but 
there was no desire to be taught, no feeUng of ignorance, 
no aenae of sin ; we can consequently easily imagine the 
conflicting sentiments that dwelt in the bosom of Nicodemus, 
when his curiosity, on the one hand, made him desire to 
confer with him, and fear of his brethren deterred him from 
doing so openly. We are, therefore, told by the sacred 
historian, that he chose the darkness as the best means of 
concealing his stolen visit, and came to Jesus by night. 
Keady to receive the timid inquirer, our gracious Lord, who 
knew the inmost recesses of his heart, gave him a cordial 
welcome, and encouraged him at once to enter upon the 
subject that occupied his thoughts ; for when he said to 
him, ' Babbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God : for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him ; ' he answered and said. Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be bom again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.' (John iiL 2, 3.) Upon 
this all-importunt subject, my friends, a vast deal has been 
written and said ; it is not for me, at this time, and in this 
place, to bring forward and criticise the various opinions 
with which the religious world abounds, but simply to give 
that plain, scriptural meaning, which I conceive our Lord 
himself intended to convey, discoverable by what follows, 
a« well as the different terms used by the Apostles to ex- 
pvess exactly the same mighty truth. The Lord of life, 
who came not to destroy men's lives, but to save them, 
— the great Judge of all, said to this inquiring Pharisee, 

* £xiCept a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God;' and he prefaced the solemn declaration wich 

* ve^ilyi verily.* He, the faithful and true Witu^*^, *v^^ 
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it ; and it is true. This mighty change must take plac6 
in all — in every child of Adam, before he can enter into 
the heavenly kingdom, llie question, therefore, is, What 
is the meaning of being bom again ? It is the same as 
regeneration, and is that complete change of the mind 
which is produced by the Holy Spirit, and evidenced by 
its fruits. Not that the old man is destroyed, — that is, the 
sinful nature we inherit from Adam : alas ! no ; inbred sin 
came into the world with us, he accompanies us throughout 
our pilgrimage, and he does not leave us until we are freed 
from his annoyances by death ; — ^but though he is there, he 
is subdued, kept under, not permitted to have the dominion, 
though oftentimes, as the Christian knows, the warfare is 
strong." 

•* Indeed, Sir, it truly is," said Hyford ; " I often feel it 
to be so." 

"How is that. Master Hyford?" said Mr. Basil, who 
enjoyed the old man's remarks. 

**I can hardly describe it, Sir,** he answered ; ** but I fed 
it is not the same with me as formerly. I loved a jovial song ; 
a jest at the expense of religion and good people delighted 
me ; my house was open during the wake ; my boys and 
girls always expected me to take them to the races, steeple- 
chases, and such like. I was never satisfied without my 
pipe and a jug of strong ale every night, over which I sa^ 
haif-asleep, the livelong hours, only muttering a discontented 
curse at almost every thing said or done by my people,-— 
and, in short, gentlemen, I lived as without God in the 
world ; and these few words describe my character, temper, 
and behaviour. But now," added the old man, *' the re- 
membrance of these things grieves me ; I hate sin, and I 
hate myself for being such a sinner ; and I feel the incon- 
venience of it, too; for I seem completely to have two 
opposite natures implanted in me, — the old one, which is 
continually rising, and another, that seems to fight against 
it, struggle with it, and whisper to me, * Pray, John, — ask 
the strong for strength, or the old nature will be too power- 
ful for us.' And I do pray. Sir, and then I find peace, and 
as if the sneaking foe was obliged to draw back, and give 
place to his conqueror, which I firmly believe to be the 
grace of God, — for who could resist those bad dispositions 
that have always been in me but himself .'*' 

** Then, my friend," said Mr. Basil, *' you know by ex- 
perience what it is to be bom again." 

•'I think I do. Sir," was the reply; "but it's very 
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hard to explain it to those who have not felt it. To them 
sin is no burden ; to them Jesus is not precious, because 
they do not know his value. They are prisoners without 
knowing they are in gaol ; they are in chains, and they 
think they are ornaments ; they are deeply in debt, and 
fancy they owe nothing ; they are slaves, and pride them- 
selves on being free. Do not wonder at me, Sir ; I only 
speak what I have known and felt, and experience is a 
fine old fellow for bringing us to our senses.'' 

'' You have made me very happy in detailing your expe- 
rience," said Mr. C ; " and you have been graciously 

taught that doctrine which was so incomprehensible to 
Nicodemus that he exclaimed, ' How can a man be bom 
when he is old ? can he enter the second time into his 
mother's womb, and be born ? ' (Verse 4.) He understood 
our Lord literally ; and well he might be surprised, fiut 
look at his first salutation of the Messiah ; he regarded him 
as a teacher sent from God, evidenced by his miracles ; 
but he says nothing of his heavenly doctrines, so calculated 
to change the hearts and reform the lives of his hearers : 
Jesus, therefore, declares a new birth, a spiritual life, must 
take place in the heart of every human being before he 
can enter upon a heavenly existence. Instead of replying 
to his simple inquiry, the Saviour repeats his former per- 
plexing declaration, with a little addition, * Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.' 
(Verse 5.) This rendered the doctrine somewhat plainer ; 
it showed to Nicodemus that a spiritual, not a natural birth, 
was meant : and it furthermore alluded to that baptism of 
which John had preached, and all the dwellers at Jerusalem 
then had heard. John had said, ' I indeed baptize you 
with water ; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet 
of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.' Jesus now 
I^reaohes the selfsame doctrine, carrying out John's meaning ; 
for while the baptizing with water was to be employed as 
the outward token of being a follower of Christ, the inward 
operation of the Holy Spirit can alone produce that change 
of heart, of disposition, and of life, which is the charac- 
teristic of the true Christian, and renders him as distinct a 
being from the mere nominal professor as it is possible to 
conceive." 

^ Then you do not believe in baptismal regeneration. 
Sir," said Mr. Martin, a gentleman on a V\&\t \a Mi.Whit 
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rence, and with whom he had had various argaments on 
the subject. '' I am aware I am treading controversial 
ground, but my excellent host and I cannot agree, and he 
told me you kindly invited inquiry." 

" I am not accustomed," replied Mr. C ^ " to enter 

upon any subject that is made a kind of party disquisition ; 
my invariable rule is, to bring every doctrine to the law and 
to the testimony ; if it can stand that test, it is my duty to 
adopt it, be it ever so unpopular ; if the reverse, to reject 
it, however it may be applauded by the learned and great 
amongst men. 1 do not, therefore, shrink. Sir, from your 
question, but will, with the permission of our assembled 
friends, spend a few moments in calmly considering it, and 
then you must judge for yourself. I am aware that it is 
generally said, ' that it is not baptism itself that regenerates, 
but the Holy Ghost, when we are receiving the ordinance,' 
thus establishing an indissoluble union between the out* 
ward sign and the inward principle, which I cannot find 
warranted by Scripture ; on the contrary, John says, * I 
baptize with water,' but adds, * He that is coming amongst 
you will baptize with the Holy Ghost.' And in the 19th 
of the Acts, we find that Paul, upon arriving at Ephesus, 
says to the disciples he found there, ' Have ye received the 
Holy Ghost since ye believed ? And they said unto him, 
We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy 
Ghost. And he said unto them. Unto what then were ye 
baptized ? And they said. Unto John's baptism.' Paul 
then explained to them, that John's ministry was prepa- 
ratory to that of Jesus; and when they understood the 
way to eternal life more perfectly, the Apostle baptized 
them, according to his Lord's command, in the Name'of 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; and then it is added, 
*■ He laid his hands upon them, and the Holy Ghost came 
on them, and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.' 
As Paul prayed fervently that the Holy Spirit should be 
given, signified by his laying on his hands, his petition was 
answered in the wonderful way recorded; but not as a 
necessa?'y consequence of their receiving the rite* 

*' And now, let us view the matter in another way ; and 
as if it were to prevent any mistake upon a subject of so 
much importance, we find the case of Simon Magus espe* 
cially noticed. He was one of the first converts to Chris- 
tianity, baptized by Philip : but was he regenerated by the 
Holy Ghost ? No — far from it : for of him it was said by 
Peter — ' Thou art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond 
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of iniquity/ (See Acts viii. 13 — 24.) And in the same 
chapter, mention is made of several persons who had been 
baptized in the Name of Jesus, but who had not yet received 
the Holy Ghost ; — again proving what I said before, that 
the outward sign and the inward grace are not indissolubly 
united ; consequently, there is no mention made in Scripture 
of baptismal regeneration." 

" Well, Sir," said Mr. Martin, " you certainly bring 
chapter and verse to prove your side of the question ; and 
Simon Magus is indeed a proof that a man may be baptized 
and yet be unregenerate. But I am hardly willing to give 
it up ; it is a comfortable doctrine ; for when I read that 
our Lord declared that no man can go to heaven unless he 
is born again, it is very pleasant to think that this all-im- 
portant event has actually taken place by means of baptism." 

" Let me ask you a question, Sir,*' said Mr. C . " If 

baptismal regeneration is the only regeneration, what must 
become of the multitudes that die unbaptized? — little 
infants, children of those who do not approve of infant 
baptism. Those babes are sinners by nature, if not in 
practice ; — they must be made meet for heaven : but how ? 
— ^if they have not been baptized, and, as you say, baptism 
is regeneration, you consign these little ones to woe." 

** No, Sir ; no ! " said Mr. Martin, with energy. " God 
is too merciful for that ; his goodness will receive them." 

" Believe me, Mr. Martin," said Mr. C , with solem- 
nity, ** you are in an inexplicable difficulty. These babes 
MUST be purified from their inherent evil, — their * moral 
nature must be changed ; ' and as they have not, during 
their short visit upon earth, been partakers of the Sacra- 
ment of Baptism, they are, blessed be God, renewed 
without it ; for the operations of the Lord the Spirit are 
not dependent upon human ceremonies. Do not rest 
until you are convinced that it is a doctrine totally anti- 
scriptural, and its tendency highly dangerous : it is opposed 
to the simplicity of the Gospel of Christ, and is a mere 
invention of the human brain, which has endeavoured to 
pervert the truth in other ways besides this. Search the 
Word of God, Sir, with a desire to be taught ; lay aside 
human opinions and human guides, and when we have 
next the pleasure of meeting, I expect your view of this 
important matter will be totally altered. I feel we have 
long trespassed upon the patience of our friends, and there- 
fore resume our chapter. 

«* We left off at the 5th verse, and in t\ie 6l\i ova >a^^s8»^^ 
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Lord says, ' That which is born of the flesh is ftesh, and 
that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit.' The two natures 
are totally distinct, and are proved to be so by their fruits. 
In the first of Romans, St. Paul exhibits the works of the 
natural man in their true colours, and repeats them again 
in Galatians v. 19 — 21, besides numerous other places; 
wherein he shows that the 'flesh lusteth against the spirit, 
and the spirit against the flesh, and that these are contrary 
the one to the other;' for truly, 'that which is bom of 
the flesh is flesh ;* a corrupt sinful nature inherited from 
Adam, and daily increasing in guilt unless checked by die 
boundless mercy of Him who says unto us, Ijivey and ac- 
companies the word with the soul-healing operations of the 
Spirit, which being compared to the wind^ expresses most 
significantly his powerful, evident efl^ects where, when, 
and how he wilL * The wind bloweth where it listeth, 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not teU 
whence it cometh, and whither it goeth : so is every one 
that is bom of the Spirit* (Verse 8.) Doctrines so sub- 
lime, so opposed to those of the self-righteous Pharisees, 
perfectly astonished and perplexed Nicodemus, and in 
amazement he exclaimed, ' How can these things be ?' 
Yes, my friends," added the Pastor, "he is not the only 
doctor and learned man who has asked this question ; the 
knowledge of the way to life does not depend on human 
science ; it is * not many wise men that are called ;' for the 
pride of intellect and the learning of the schools is often a 
fearful barrier to receiving the truth as it is in Jesus. 
Like our tJew, many will not believe, because they cannot 
understand ; they endeavour to learn the way to heaven, 
just as they would any other knowledge they wish to 
attain, viz. by dint of searching and examination ; but it 
is all in vain. Knowledge may, and will be acquired ; but 
of the change of heart they remain perfectly ignorant, and 
prove the truth of that Scripture, * The natural man 
receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God : for they are 
foolbhness unto him : neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.' (1 Cor. ii. 14.) In order 
to prove this to his visitor, our Lord says to him in reply 
to his inquiry, * How can these things be ? — Art thou a 
master of Israel, and knowest not these things ?' (Verse 10.) 
My dear friends, much is implied in these words, they 
convey a reproof not only to this Pharisaic doctor, but to 
all who undertake to teach others, and yet are ignorant 
tbemaelvea of the word of righteousness." 
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" Well, Sir,'* said Hyford, " and it 's my firm belief there 
are many such." 

" I fear so,*' replied Mr. C , " and it is awful to 

think of them. I tremble at those woids, ' Give an 
account of thy stewardship,* for a deep, dreadful respon- 
sibility rests upon all those who preach the word of God 
deceitfully, and so corrupt it (2 Cor. iv. 2, and ii. 17.) 
It is beautiful to observe the condescension of our Divine 
Master, throughout the entire of this interview ; and how 
he accommodates himself to the person before him, kindly 
encouraging him to seek for himself, and gradually opening 
his mind by his own irresistible power, to comprehend those 
heavenly truths he had been setting before him, through 
the medium of earthly objects, completing the whole with 
a direct allusion to the brazen serpent as the type of him- 
self on the cross — ^which frightful sight, Nicodemus, then 
no longer the timid concealed disciple, beheld; for we find 
him with Joseph of Arimathea, performing with agonized 
grief the last sad offices to his sacred body." 

" How well this all fits in with our Old Testament His- 
tories," observed Hyford, '* and how tight it ties the two 
together." 

" You are very right," replied Mr. C , with a smile ; 

'^ the one is the sequel to the other ; hence the Jews remain 
in such gross mental darkness, because they find many por- 
tions of the Old Testament incomprehensible, and will con- 
tinue to be so, until they receive the light of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ But mark what blessed truth is contained 
here ; that, 'as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness ' 
— and it was rendered efficacious by the power of God, to 
the perfect restoration of the wounded Israelite — ' so should 
the Son of Man be lifted up.' Where ? On the cross on the 
summit of Calvary. And for why ? ' That whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have eternal life. For God 
sent not* his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be saved.' (Verses 14 to 
16.) Beloved, what can we say to* such words as these! 
their beauty and importance enhanced ten hundred-fold by 
having been uttered by Emmanuel himself. ' Fury is not in 
me,' (Isa. xxvii. 4,) saith the Almighty Father ; and verily 
these verses prove it. This sinful rebellious world is the 
object of his love, and not one of the millions that compose 
the human race are excluded the benefits here bestowed, as 
a free gift, without the least merit on their part. « * Whoso- 
ever/* no one rejected^ all are welcome, all luceVxm^^^^t^^ 
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the Btreame of grace flow unrestrained, offering their heal- 
ing virtues to the thirsty, sin-sick soul. Herein truly is 
the love of God made manifest. He looked upon those 
beings his hands had formed for happiness, and found that 
they had cast it from them ; that human nature was sunk 
and degraded, and could not rise from the miserable state 
of bondage in which it was held. He looked upon, and 
pitied it, and then declared that man should find mercy ; 
and to fulfil this wonderful intention, * He gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever beHeveth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.* * Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins.' (1 John iv. 10.) 
• *• What do you understand by those words, Mr. C-— ?'* 
said Mr. Basil : 'He that believe th on him is not con- 
demned.' (John iii. 18.) 

" It shows," replied Mr. C , " the safety of the true 

believer ; he is passed from death unto life ; from a state of 
nature, which is death, to that of grace, which is life, 
eternal life, begun here below, perfected above. The 
believer, in fact, never dies ; he shsJces off his body of cor- 
ruption, that portion which he inherited from Adam, that 
casket which, as its inward treasure is hastening onwards 
to its purchased crown, becomes daily more unworthy of 
its tenant ; until at length the immortal bursts its mortal 
ties, and rises unfettered to the realms of glory. A par- 
doned criminal ceases to be a condemned one ; the Gospd 
says, ' Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved,' (Acts xvi. 31,) and the whole tenor of Scripture 
turns on the same blessed truth. Some people, in order 
to make God's word consistent with their wishes, say. Well, 
this is easy, comfortable doctrine, — if heaven is granted 
upon such easy terms, none of us need fear, for surely who 
doubts that Jesus died for sinners, and is our Saviour ? Oh! 
my friends, it is grievous to hear how continuaUy this his 
most lovely title is profaned ; that name which is for ever 
the subject of the rejoicings of the redeemed in heaven, 
and the support and comfort of his people on earth, is 
uttered by old and young, without a thought .as to its pre- 
cious meaning. Our Saviour — is he yours? have you 
become sensible of the bondage of Satan, the corruptions 
of your heart, the sinfulness of sin ? if not, he is not your 
Saviour ; — ^but if, on the contrary, you feel you are a sinner 
by nature and practice ; if you see the imperfection that 
drnga to every action ; the incapability of doing anything 
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riglit^ and pleasing to God, who is infinitely holy ; and 
oppressed hy dissatisfaction at the present, and dread of the 
fiitois^ you come to Jesus to save you, to clothe your naked 
soul widi his righteousness, to open your hlind eyes that 
you may see him as he is, to remove your ignorance by the 
teachings of his Spirit, — then indeed he is yours, in all his 
&dnc^88y and * neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
Bor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able 
to separate you from the love of Gt)d, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.' (Rom. viii. 38, 39.) And the conse- 
quences of this union, this indissoluble knot, is holiness^ in 
thought, word, and deed ; and the then proper name for the 
highly favoured being is Christian — a follower of Christ, sn 
humble imitator of his Divine Master, one who endeavours 
to follow his precepts, to live according to his word, to 
fulfil his duty, first, to his God, and then to his fellow- 
creatures, doing to them as he would wish them to act by 
him in all things, forgetting self^ and crucifying the fiesh 
with its. affections and lusts." 

" This," said Hyford, ** is indeed to be a Christian, and 
yet we all call ourselves Christians, though very many must 
surdy forget it. I know, / did for the greatest part of my 
life. I suspect, dear Sir, that multitudes in this country, 
who call themselves Christians, no more understand the 
meaning of the name, than my boy Dick." 

*.* Indeed, I fear not," replied Mr. C ; ** yet they 

would be very angry if they were told they were not 
Christians ; but, do they act as such ? Alas ! when I look 
around and see that the ' heart of the sons of men is full of 
evil, and madness is in their heart while they live,' (Eccles. 
ix. 3,) I am compelled to reply in the negative, and ac- 
knowledge that the greatest part are worse than heathens, 
living without hope, and without God in the world. Abd 
their condemnation is increased, in this land especially, an 
hundred-fold, because ' light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
weirc evil.' " 

^ Wjby do you say, in this land especially. Sir ?" said 
Hyfoid. 

*' Because this is proverbially the land of Bibles," 

answered Mr. C ; " here they are so cheap, that every 

man, woman, and child, can have them for almost a trifle. 
And what is the Bible ? It is the revelation of God's will 
to man ; it shows him what he is by nature, 'wVvuX ^i^ mv; 
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be by grace ; it teacbes him bow death came into the world, 
as the fruits and consequences of sin ; it points out how 
life also is bestowed as the fruits of the atonement of the 
adorable Redeemer : it instructs us how to live contented, 
and die happy ; in short, it is one of the best and most 
precious gifts bestowed by God, and for which we can never 
be sufficiently thankful ; it is our guide, both for time and 
eternity ; it instructs us how to act in all the relative situa- 
tions of life, and it encourages us with bright and glorious 
peeps of our future heavenly inheritance. 

*' Ah, Sir," said Mr. Lawrence, *' if people went into 
Italy, and the continental countries, there they would see 
the consequences of a dearth of the Bible ; truly, it is as 
sad as the want of water in the desert. Some time since, a 
gentleman wished to ascertain if this book was really as 
scarce as it was said to be. He tried at various booksellers* 
shops in different towns ; some did not understand him, 
some had it not, others said it was prohibited by the priests ; 
at last, he found one copy — only one ; but. Sir, there was also 
a commentary to it, — and the price twenty guineas ! ! But 
I trust a dawn of a better day is beginning ; Italy has at 
length roused herself, and last year sent over to England — 
how proud 1 am to think this country should be so honoured 
— to remit her 8,000 Bibles ! But you will say. What are 
they among so many ? True, but remember, he who begins 
his work will finish it ; and that the Lord has people in 
Babylon, papal Rome, is evident, for it says, * Come out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues.' (Rev. xviii. 4.) We have 
lived to see the power of the great Babylon cut off, and we 
shall, if life is preserved, see greater things than these. For 
I am firmly persuaded, the Lord is at hand,. — what say you, 
Mr.C ?'' 

** I agree in all you have said," replied the Pastor ; " and 
to me the present times are most interesting ; I delight in 
bringing sill events to the word of God, and of all that is 
declared therein, nothing faileth; his promises are con- 
firmed, both in respect of nations, and individuals, and 1 
would earnestly implore you to consider the important 
subject we have discussed to-day, and rest not until you 
can feel that you are new creatures in Christ Jesus, old 
things passed away and all things become new." 
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" I HATZ agMD introded myulf npon your notice, St," 
■aid Mr. Uartm ; " hat my friend asinred me I should meet 
with a welcome." 

" He (aid tmly," replied Mr. C . " I rejoice in 

•eeing you, aa well as my numerous friends, and trvit 
that our reading and meditatiug upon the Scriptures to- 
gether, may be to hleued by the Spirit from abore, tliat 
we may be able to say, that the Lour has been one of 
profit and interest to our souls, and the promise confinned 
in our individuat experience, our understandingg being 
opened to understand the important truths which God hu 
revealed to us in his holy word Our portion for to-day 
does not embrace such deep doctrinal subjects as the two 
hut we considered, but it is highly interesting ; indeed, 
how can it be otherwise, when our theme is Jeaus, and hi) 
pity for man so great as to be the admiration of heayen 
itself ? Our blessed Lord was returning from Jerusalem 
into Galilee, when he purposely altered his journey from 
the usual route, that he might declare salvation to tbe 
Samaritans. We have seen how cordially the two nationi 
detested and despsed each other ; but this was of oo 
importance to the Saviour of the world; in his eyes die 
souls of all his creatures are equally precious ; with him 
there is no respect of persons, hut ' in every nation he that 
feareth him, add worlceth righteonsnesB, is accepted widi 
him.' (Acts x. 36.) 

" Permit mi', now, to cill your attention to some of tht 
('VC[j1b tliut ucL-urred Hfter JesuE had parted from the Buna- 
ritaiiB. We are told by the evangelist, that 'after tn 
days he departed thence, and went into Galilee,' being wdl 
received Ijt fli t '"^ Et|iHl|f|fc'''*''y "^ whom had witneued 
bia ^BBI^tlMHHHiKw ^'^ '"'^ abode tb«n. 
it & loBB, my dear bitaii,' 
nr4e express my eenae of dw 
|t^^i vbo so totally 
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associated, that apparently they had not the remotest idea of 
his true origin. Well might John the Baptist declare himself 
unworthy to unloose his shoes ; yea, to perform the lowest 
office for him ; he was taught by the Spirit to know him, 
and this was the effect. The Jews at this time had seen 
little of him ; he had only lately commenced his ministiy, 
and hia miracles had been few; but they evidently at- 
tached a superiority to his doctrine and character, and 
regarded him, like Nicodemus, as a holy man, a prophet, 
a teacher sent from God. From time to time they well 
knew that persons of eminent piety and prophetic gifts had 
arisen up amongst them ; therefore the appearance of our 
blessed Lord excited no greater emotions of reverence than 
they would have felt for one of those saints of old. ' The 
common people heard him gladly,' and followed him in 
crowds, for their minds were not blinded by the god of this 
world, and they felt the superiority of the doctrine he 
taught over that of the scribes, their law-expounders or 
teachers, who loaded them with traditions, and imposed so 
many oppressive ceremonies upon them, that their life was 
one continual round of duties and inexplicable ceremonies ; 
but not so the word of Jesus ; dignified simplicity marked 
every discourse ; and in listening to him the poor ignorant 
creatures felt that in truth he cared for their souls' good, 
here and hereafter, and his instructions were received with 
gratitude and interest. 

" In the course of his daily walks through the land, he 
came to Cana, that city rendered so famous by his miracle of 
turning the water into wine ; Capernaum was about fifteen 
miles distant, and thither he next directed his steps. This 
town is not mentioned in the Old Testament, and is therefore 
mpposed to have been built after the return of the Jew9 
from Babylon. The word means ' comfort,' though som& 
Umik * pleasantness,' which from its situation might have 
hten applicable ; for it is supposed to have been built close 
^ tiie lake of Tiberias ; but its destruction foretold by 
J^pto baa been so completely fulfilled, that now travellers 

Sat a loss to discover its site, though in the sixth century 
mM» still in existence; for an old writer who visited it, 
Msttoas a church being erected over the spot where 
if^cf^tsf^s boiise was supposed to have stood. I think," 

Mn C , " it increases the interest of our sacred 

tbos endeavouring to investigate tVve^e %\^^<&c\&\ 
Hie past and present more closely. 'WYvaX %«:^ '^'avsL^ 
*^nend ? " turning to Hyford. 
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*^ Yes, Sir/' replied the old man ; ** next to seeing 
those places, I love to hear as much about them eb I 
can ; but I feel always desirous to learn more. When 
I was a boy I cared nothing for book learning; I hated 
it most sincerely. Oh ! what would I now give for those 
many hours I then lost ! But please to go on, Sir." 

*^ Before our Lord arrived at the city," resumed Mr. 

C , " a nobleman who dwelt there came to meet him 

to implore him to restore to him his dying child. He had 
heard of the wonderful miracles he had performed — of his 
kindness and compassion to the sick and afflicted; and 
parental anxiety added energy to his prayers. Oh ! how 
different are the supplications of the necessitous from those 
of the self-sufficient and the satisfied ! a sense of want 
produces earnestness.'* 

" That '» true," said Hyford. '* We need only look at 
the truly hungry beggar to tell us that this is true." 

*^ I witnessed the correctness of this last winter," said 
iMr. Lawrence. ^< I spent the season in the town, and 
subscribed for the time to the Mendicity Society, as I had 
often seen its practical usefulness. It was curious to con- 
trast the difference and variety of the supplicants I daily met 
with. Some were in distress ; to such the tickets were 
most valuable, and accepted with thankfulness; others, 
who were beggars by profession, scorned them. And one 
in particular much amused me. In reply to her petition, 
I pulled out a ticket, and desired her to go to the office 
for relief. 'And what will they give me?' she said; 
' a bit of bread and cheese, and then tell me to go 
out of the town.' *Well,' I said, *and if you are 
hungry, you will be truly thankful for that.' * Mudi 
you know about it,' she answered ; ' no, you may keep 
your ticket to yourself, and ■ be ashamed to offer sudi 
things to poor creatures.' And away she went highly 
indignant. Now this woman was a beggar by profes- 
sion; she made her fortune, I may say, by it; had she 
been in distress, she would have gratefully accepted my 
means of assistance." 

**Your tale has exemplified my meaning," said Mr. 

C ; " and I trust all may profit by it. Now I 

wish you to consider the mode of entreaty used by the 
anxious father ; he besought him that he would ' come 
down, and heal his son.' (John iv. 47.) That is, he wanted 
him to hasten to his house ; for though he believed that 
Jesus could heal diseases, his faith was of too low a charac- 
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ter to conceive him capable of performing ruch \vonders 
at a distance. The thoughts of his heart were known 
before he pleaded, though he little thought it; and 
Christ reproached kinif together with his countrymen in 
general, by saying, * Except ye see signs and wonders, ye 
will not believe.' (Verse 48.) The natural man is always 
looking for signs, for something to convince the senses ; 
like Thomas, before he can believe in a risen Lord, he must 
see and judge for himself : but mark the difference when 
the Lord the Spirit conducts the work ; then he that hath 
not seen believes, and he whose conscience whispers he 
needs a Saviour, beholds, in what is written of Jesus, such 
a one as is suited to his wants, and exclaims with gratitude 
and love, ' My Lord and my God ! ' Let us learn spiritual 
wisdom from the history before us ; the nobleman heeds 
not the reproof he received, but again pleads with agonizing 
grief, * Sir, come down, ere my child die.* (Verse 49.) 
He seemed to dread lest the delay now occurring would 
render the assistance of Christ too late, — that lite would 
be gone, and his hopes destroyed." 

" Poor man ! " exclaimed Hyford, " how little he knew 
of the power of Jesus, and who he was I" 

"Very true," replied Mr. C .* ** What should have 

been the language of faith on this occasion ? ' Lord, speak 
the word, and all will be well ; grant me my child's life if 
pleasing to thee ; but let it be hom thou wilt, and as thou 
wilt.' Faith casts every trial upon God ; she receives it as 
from a father's hand, and prays that it may be sanctified ; 
but nature says, * No, it must not be thus ; my child is in 
danger, and let Irim be restored.' " 

" Ah ! yes," said Mrs. Basil ; " many sorrowing parents 
remember the hour when unconditionally they pleaded for 
their infant's life, — that infant, now grown to man's or 
woman's estate, and become their misery and curse. It is 
strange, but true, that all my children have at various times 
been brought apparently to the very edge of the grave, and 
continued there until I was enabled cheerfully and will- 
ingly to give them up ; then they have been restored, and, 
like Abraham of old, I have felt they have again been given 
me by God, and from him I alone hold them. But be so 
kind as to proceed." 

" Our next verse," resumed Mr. C , " is very sweet ; 

it shows the compassion of our adorable Lord. He no 
longer reproaches the distressed father, biit says to him, 
*Go thy way, thy son liveth.' (Verse 50.) lYift v^ot^'^^A 
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accompanied by Divine power, for grace was ^ren to him 
to believe ; he went his way perfectly satisfied, convinced 
it was done. Jesus told him his child lived ; and he 
believed it And what was the effect of his faith ? He did 
not return with breathless speed ; no, it was not until the 
' next day ' he met his servants, who confirmed the tidings, 
by telling him at the seventh hour the fever of whidi his 
son was dying, disappeared, and then he discovered how 
exactly that period agreed with the word of Jesus. And 
observe the consequences, * himself believed, and his whole 
house.' He now was satisfied he must be the long- 
expected Messiah, and as such regarded him, which leads 
me to say a word to the heads of families. My dear friends, 
yours is a responsible situation ; your prejudices, if you 
possess any, most likely affect all around you ; and^ there- 
fore, it is highly incumbent upon you, to pray to live as 
Christians, in spirit and in truth, that so your example, 
your conduct, your general conversation, may diffuse its 
heaven-bom influence upon the minds of your household, 
and render you a blessing in your respective abodes. After 
this, our gracious Lord proceeded to Nazareth, where he 
had been brought up. And now I must request you to 
turn to the 4th chapter of St. Luke, 1 6th verse ; for, 
having carefully compared the four different Gospels, I am 
endeavouring to follow him step by step. There we learn, 
that according to his usual custom, he went into the 
synagogue on the sabbath-day. Observe this attentively ; 
it was the 'custom' of Jesus to attend public worship; 
and sets his followers the example, leaving them, in fact, 
without excuse. I have been often grieved to hear the 
frivolous excuses made by persons of all classes with regard 
to this positive duty ; and the numberless instances 
wherein the rich not only disregard it themselves, but cause 
others to do the same." 

**How can that be, Sir.^" said Hyford; "they cannot 
be^ ignorant of what is required of them, like poor folks. 
Truly, if they sin themselves, and make others do so, it 
will be woe unto them ; but I am beginning to see your 
meaning, Sir." 

" Do you ?" said Mr. C , with a smile ; " tell me 

what it is, then." 

" Why, Sir,** said the farmer, " it applies to gentlefolks 
who give their servants needless work to do on Sundays, 
and so prevent their going to public worship. Methinks 
J am not far from the truth.** 



NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 7 

" You are not, indeed," replied Mr. C ; "and most 

earnestly I wish that such persons would remember, that 
they likewise have *a Master in heaven,' (Col. ir. 1,) who 
will strictly demand an account of all the talents committed 
to their trust. Let us now proceed. When our Lord 
entered into the synagogue, after a time ' he stood up for 
to read.* " (Luke iv. 16.) 

" Allow me to interrupt you, Sir," said Mr. Martin. 
" I thought the priests of the tribe of Levi were the only 
qualified teachers ; and our Lord was of* the tribe of Judah; 
how was this ? " 

•' Thus," replied Mr. C . " There was an officer of 

the synagogue whose duty consisted in superintending its 
services : to offer up the public prayers, and to preach, if 
no one else was there. His duty did not consist in reading 
the Scriptures ; but he generally called upon certain mem- 
bers of the. synagogue most capable of it, to do so. Seven 
persons were called, one after another ; first, a priest, then 
a Levite, and then five other Israelites of any tribe or 
station ; and as the readings of the day were divided into 
seven sections, each read a portion. Sometimes those who 
wished to read stood up to offer themselves, even without 
being called; and if the officer I have before mentioned 
knew they were desirable, they were immediately accepted. 
I should say probably this was the case in the instance 
before us, and that most gladly the people hailed the 
opportunity of hearing him whose miracles and doctrine 
were the subject of general conversation. *And there 
was delivered to him the book of the prophet £saias.' 
Ancient books were not in the convenient form that ours are, 
where we have only to turn over leaf after leaf ; they were 
rolls of parchment fastened upon two sticks, one at either 
end ; these the reader rolled and unrolled as he proceeded, 
or wished to find any particular part ; for the sacred word 
was not always divided into chapters and verses as it is 
now." 

" Then it must have been much more difficult to find the 
places," said Hyford. 

" Much depends upon use, Master Hyford," said Mr. 

C ; <« we should no doubt feel much at a loss, and we 

owe a debt of gratitude to Cardinal Langton, who in the 
reign of King John, divided the Bible as we now have it. 
When our Lord received the book of Esaias, he unrolled 
it until he came to these significant words, — * The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he Yi^lIVl ^ivckVDXft.^ 
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me to preach the Gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to 
heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord.' (Luke iv. 18, 19.) These beautiful words are 
a quotation from Isaiah Ixi. 1. And herein we see the 
world's great Redeemer, proclaiming with his own gracious 
lips his marvellous errand. But before we examine it 
minutely, let us turn to the prophecy, and you will perceive 
that a part is omitted, and that he stopped. in the middle 
of the second verse. Yes, my friends, his mission was 
then to be only of mercy and love ; he was to seek and to 
save the lost; his way was opposed, but with meekness 
he bore it; his doctrine was ridiculed, but he patiently 
explained it; his invitations were despised, but he the 
more earnestly renewed them. And why was all this? 
Because ' the day of vengeance had not arrive4 >' because 
God had mercy upon his rebels, and sent his Son to 
invite them to return to their allegiance. * The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 
preach the Gospel to the poor ;^ to the lost and i^iined 
sons of Adam, who are indeed miserably poor, devoid of 
anything to call their own, either spiritually or temporally. 
Man is poor; he may be born to what is termed riches and 
honours, but these in themselves are of no real value. 
Naked he came into the world, and ' naked shall he return 
to go as he came, and shall take nothing of his labour, 
which he may carry away in his hand.' (Eccles. v. 15.) 
And his poverty extends to his very soul ; he is nothing in 
God's sight ; he can do nothing to recommend himself to 
the Divine favour, and however his heart and his self-love 
may deceive him for the present, it is seldom they continue 
to do so at the awful moment he feels he must appear as 
HE IS before the great Searcher of hearts. Then, alas! 
his real deficiencies rise before him, and the parable of the 
man who thrust himself into the King's presence without a 
wedding-garment, describes his fearful state. (See Tracts 
on the Parables, No. 1.) But there is a class to whom Jesus 
was especially sent ; yea, he was anointed by the Spirit 
from on high for the gracious purpose, even to the poor in 
spirit, to the lowly humble inquirer, who is sensible of his 
poverty, and feels his empty degraded state ; such our 
gracious Lord rejoices over, he clothes him with the gar- 
ments of salvation, with his own unsearchable riches, in 
compaiiaon of which the gold, and silver, and wealth that 
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the earth produces, are nothing worth ; for those the moth 
and rust can corrupt, and thieves break through and steal ; 
but there are treasures laid up in the mansions above, which 
will be ever glorious and for ever new. ' He hath sent me 
to heal the brokenhearted ;' to bind up the wounds sin has 
inflicted, by bestowing faith and power to believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Saviour our ruined souls require, and enabling 
us to go just as we are, poor and oppressed, to receive right- 
eousness and peace. * For thus saith the high and lofty- 
One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell 
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a con- 
trite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.' (Isa. Ivu. 15.) 
Can any words be more magnificent, and yet encouraging 
than these ? Here is, first, the greatness of the high and 
lofty One set before us, and then his condescension in look- 
ing upon the humble repentant sinner. ' To preach deliver- 
ance to the captives ;' and oh, from what a captivity ! 
from the power of the prince of darkness, Satan, who 
thought to secure us for his prey ; from the bondage of sin, 
a hard, merciless, taskmaster ; from the chains of guilt, 
which make us groan — for verily they are oftentimes too 
heavy for the most audacious transgressor to endure. And 
recovering of sight to the blind f this is truly expressive. 
When sin entered the world, mental darkness accompanied 
it ; the once divinely illuminated soul, shining in the light 
of purity and inward perfection, became dark, blind, spirit- 
ually dead ; but Jesus came on his mission of love to 
restore the lost one, to renew by the power of his Spirit his 
own image of holiness, and to recover the blind, ignorant 
wanderer, from the error of his ways ; at the same time 
setting him at liberty, and graciously healing his wounded 
conscience by declaring his ability and willingness to save 
the lost. And the whole he sums up in those beautiful 
words, * To preach the acceptable year of the Lord ;' viz. 
that now the Gospel time was arrived ; that period so long 
desired by believers, so full of mercy to sinners, for his 
mighty work was begun, and. the accepted time, the day of 
salvation, had actually dawned. May you meditate upon 

these words, my hearers ;" continued Mr. C , ** and 

may the Lord the Spirit apply them with power to your 
souls, that long before * the day of vengeance' arrives you 
may each have sought and found him who so fully and freely 
has invited all of you to partake of those rich blessings 
he is ever ready to bestow. When the benign Redeemer 
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had read his text, he closed the book, gave it again to the 
minister, the officer of the synagogue, and sat down. ' And 
the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were fast- 
ened on him." (Luke iv. 20.) And well they might, for 
never had such a preacher been heard or seen before. They 
might well wonder, and say, 'Is not this Joseph's son?' 
As such they had known him hitherto ; but now he 
appeared far beyond so lowly an origin ; his voice, his 
manner, his mild dignity, his indescribable majesty, bespoke 
him more than a common, ordinary preacher ; and as he 
slowly, yet mildly said, ' This day is this scripture ful- 
filled in your ears,* they * wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth ;' for it is probable he 
explained fully to them in what manner the prophecy had 
received its accomplishment ; but he was perfectly sensible 
of the prejudice existing against him at Nazareth ; there 
he was despised on account of his lowly birth, and hitherto 
his miracles had failed to produce for him the respect and 
consideration he attracted at a distance." 

" How completely that is the way of the world," said 
Mr. Basil. ^* A man of birth, education, and importance 
carries his own recommendation with him ; but those who 
are deficient in these advantages find much to contend with.** 

" Yes, very true," replied Mr. C ; ** and he who 

knew the thoughts and sentiments of .the Nazarenes, apdy 
said, * Ye will surely apply to me this proverb, Physician, 
heal thyself; whatsoever ye have heard done in Caper- 
naum, do also here in thy country ; for verily I say unto 
you, No prophet is accepted in his own country ;* and then 
he proved this by alluding to Elijah and Elisha, who being 
despised and rejected, generally speaking, by their own 
countrymen, were especially sent by God to strangers to 
confer on them favours and blessings. ' I tell you of a 
truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Ellas, 
when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, 
when great famine was throughout all the land ; but unto 
none of them was Ellas sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of 
Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.' (1 Kings xvil 
1, &c.) * And many lepers were in Israel in the time of 
Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, 
saving Naaman the* Syrian.* (2 Kings v. 1, &c.) Conscience 
applied these historical facts at once ; they felt condemned ; 
they discovered that their motives and actions were well 
known to him, and the wounded pride of human nature 
was roused * They were filled with wrath,' and forgetting 
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the eacredness of the day, the holiness of the place, and 
their individual character, rose up, and * thrust him out of 
the city, and led him unto the brow of the hill whereon 
their city was built, that they might cast him down head- 
long,' intending to dash him to pieces, and rid themselves 
of such a teacher." 

" Oh, Sir," said Hyford, ** how wonderful it is to 
view our Lord in such a case as this, surely he could have 
destroyed them all at a word ; at least, so I think." 

*' He surely could," replied Mr. C ; " they were the 

creatures his own mighty power had called into existence, 
and by the same power he could have destroyed them ; but 
'the day of vengeance was not come ;* the powers of dark- 
ness were yet restrained ; his ministry was only begun, and 
the malice of his most inveterate foes of necessity fell 
harmless ; for he passed through the midst of them, I con- 
clude, invisibly, and went his way, coming on at once to 
Capernaum, where he taught them on the sabbath-days, 
accompanying the word by his irresistible power. In a 
still more striking manner was his divinity made manifest, 
for we read in the 33d verse, that *in the synagogue 
there was a man which had a spirit of an unclean devil, 
and cried out with a loud voice, saying, Let us alone ; 
what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth ? 
art thou come to destroy us ? I know thee who thou art, 
the Holy One of God.' " 

" The devil seemed to know him, Sir," said Mr. Smith. 

" Yes," replied Mr. C . *' We find it frequently men- 
tioned that the wicked spirits did so ; and though in some 
instances they were permitted just to say it, they were uni- 
formly prevented from adding more. But this is worthy of 
remark, that they all dreaded Jesus ; they knew him as the 
mighty God, whose dominion they had cast off, and whose 
service they had foresworn ; they felt he was their offended 
Judge, and they trembled lest the hour of punishment was 
arrived. Oh! my friends, never can we be sufficiently 
sensible of the extent of the love and goodness of our Divine 
Redeemer until we arrive in those mansions of bliss his merits 
have bestowed on us. Then we shall understand his goodness, 
his mercy, his deep-rooted affection for man ; for this it 
was that led him not to assume the nature of angels. Had 
he done so, man was lost; he must assume the nature 
of the creature whom he wished to save. And for ever 
blessed be his name, * he took on him the seed of Abra 
ham ;' he became man, that in man's nature he might 
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die, aDd by his blood atone for the sins he had committed, 
bring in an everlasting righteousness, and reconcile this 
guilty world unto himself. But the angels who fell are 
not thus blest ; to them no offer of pardon has ever been 
made ; the door of hope and mercy is closed against them, 
and misery is their only portion. In them, therefore, man 
possesses a vigilant, unwearying enemy, who is ever 
watching to overcome and destroy him. Many, alas! 
are their willing captives. But a multitude whom no man 
can number, have been rescued from their grasp ; and we 
have the unspeakable gratification of knowing that not one 
can stir beyond what is permitted, and that our gracious 
Lord watches over his own flock with peculiar vigilance ; 
and though Satan may rage and roar, even as a devouring 
lion, he cannot injure one of the weakest or feeblest of >is 
sheep ; for, says Jesus, * They hear my voice, and 1 know 
them, and they follow me : and I give unto them eternal 
life ; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand.' (John x. 27, 28.) Well 
might the people desire such a Teacher and blessing to 
continue long amongst them; at his word the train of 
vice and misery that ever accompanies the presence of 
Satan, fled ; disease vanished, for the sick were healed ; 
and those who felt their ignorance, and desired instruction, 
received it. But here again we behold the goodness of 
Jesus. All his creatures were equally objects of his soli- 
citude and love ; other villages, and other people, were 
anxiously expecting him, and it was not for him to dis- 
appoint one waiting soul. ^ I must/ said he, ' preach the 
kingdom of God to other cities also ; for therefore am 
I sent. And he preached in the synagogues of Galilee/ 
This was his personal ministry ; that now has passed, 
and instead thereof, we, his people, are encouraged to hope 
that where we are assembled in his name, there he is in 
the midst of us ; not in this country or that, but every- 
where; 'for lo!' says he, *I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen.* 

^ Lord Jesus, may it be unto us thy servants according 
to thy word." 
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" The Miracles of our blessed Lord begin to demand 
our frequent attention," said Mr. C : » to the numerous 
friends who now regularly met at his house, and mach 
enjoyed his. expositions of the Bible; '' and the chapter I 
have selected for our meditation is full of instruction and 
interest. The people pressed upon Jesus to listen to his 
heaven-born truths, and he pitied them; they were as 
sheep wandering from one pasture to another, without a 
shepherd to lead them, and their souls were ignorant of 
subjects of the deepest importance. * Darkness covered 
the earth, and gross darkness the people ;' but the migest/ 
and love that accompanied our Lord's teaching touched 
the hearts of the multitude, and they felt his doctrine was 
such as they had never heard before. We see in our own 
days, when a man preaches the truth faithfully, from his 
heart, he need never complain for want of hearers ; there 
is an inward desire to be taught the way to heaven. And 
while many in the upper and middle classes of life are en- 
gaged in their pursuits of pleasure,trade, or business, thepoor 
will often be found asking, * What must we do be saved T 
I need not say," added Mr. C — ^, looking npon those 
around him, who were mostly composed of the gentry in 
his neighbourhood, ^' I tieed not 0ay how brapy it is for a 
country or city when this is not uilivetsaiiy the case ; 
example and influence do much ; and wheil I hear of one 
and another becoming the foUoireiTB of Jesua, who have 
been placed in fespofisible siitiftilohli aitd |i088essors of 
wealth, I feel truly grateflil to ttim who has taught them 
' to forget the things which are behind, and press forward 
to those that are before,* choosing * that good part that 
shfil never be taken from them.* 

" The 5th chapter of St Luke is our selected portion 
for this time, and I trust the consideration we give it may 
be rendered profitable to each of us. * And it came to 
pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the 
word of God, he stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and 
MAW two shipa standing by the lake : but the fishermen 
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were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 
And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon'^ 
and prajed him that he would thrust out 4 little from tl)e 
land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of 
the ship/ (Verses 1 to 3.) The ministry of our blessed 
Lord was now commenced ; but he was alione ; as yet -he 
had not called his Apostles, those highly-favoured men, 
whom he separated from the multitude and chose as the 
coinpanions of his solitude, as well as of his public labours. 
* He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret ;' there the Be- 
deemer of the world determined to display his goodness 
and power, and while the secret influences of his Spirit 
drew members together to hear him preach doctrines un- 
known before, he gave also undoubted proof that He wa9 
in truth the long-expected Messiah. The people pressed 
upon him ; they crowded round him so inconveniently in 
order to listen to him, that, seeing two little fishing- 
vessels at anchor, he stepped into one of them, and 
requested the owner, Simon Peter, * to thrust out a little 
fincun the land ; and he sat down and taught them out of 
the ship/" 

" Well, sir," said Hyford, " I can fancy the poo5 
people wondering at what our I/ord said; and his maimeiv 
toO| must bftve been so pleasant, so winqing, and so d\{n 
ferent from those self-righteous folks, whose very look 
says, ^ I am better than you,' and condescension is in lUl 
they do. I know two or three, and really I can hardly 
help laughing at their gracious, patronizing air, and ho^ 
manifestly they seek to be called, Eabbi, Babbi ; as omr 
dear Lord said. You smile, ladies," added the shrewd ol4 
man, *^ but it is sadly true ; and our good parson knows 
it." 

^ « Well," said Mr. C , " I fear you are right : Pha* 

riseea there were in our Lord's days, and Pharisees there 
are now ; but we have nothing to do with them. Let us 
see what Jesus did when he had done speaking ; ' He 
said unto Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let 
down your nets for a draught"' 

** Then this was not on a Sunday, sir?" said Hyford. 

" No ;" replied Mr. C ; " certainly not. Our Lord 

preached whatever day and in whatever place he found 
listeners ; but when it was done, he encouraged his 
people to pursue the works of their calling. These men 
in whose vessel he sat were fishers, gaining their liveli- 
hood by the sale of their fish ; and consequently, amongst 
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the lowest andfino&ft ignorant of the people ; but they had 
heard John the Baptist preach in the Wilderness, and 
now Jesus ; and their hearts were opened to receive the 
mighty truths. My dear friends, Gk)d is no respecter of 
persons : the soul of one man is as precious as the soul of 
another ; the beggar is of equal value with the prince ; 
for these are merely earthly distinctions, created by His 
wisdom to prevent the disorder attendant upon equality.^' 

" Sir," interrupted Hyford, " pardon me, but I see you 
are no friend to Liberty and Equality." 

^^ Do not confound the two together, my friend," said 
Mr. C ; ^* it is the fashion of the day to do so^ but it 

is the produce ,of the ignorant and dissatisfied ; of men 
who have nothing to lose, and fancy that perchance thej 
may gain something by subverting order* liberty is 
precious, and in this country we enjoy it ; but there is net 
only bodily liberty to be prized, but that wherewith 
Christ has made us free, even the deliverance from the 
spiritual bondage of Satan ; and our being also enabled to 
read the word of God for ourselves, without let or hin- 
drance. Oh, my friends I cherish your liberty ; prize it 
as it deserves, and suffer none to wrest it from yon. As 
Englishmen, as Christians, contend for liberty ; above aU, 
Spiritual liberty. Antichrist is only watching an oppo^ 
tunity again to throw his iron chain over your neck, and 
bend you to his power ; but woe, woe to the backsHder ! 
* He that shall endure to the end, shall be saved*' And 
as to equality, that is totally opposite to the Gospel ; I 
hate the word, for it brings in its train rebellion, violence, 
and confusion. How would you like. Master HyfiHd, to- 
morrow to find your two boys, Dick and Bill, not to 
mention your own sons, turn upon you, when you gave 
them their orders, and tell you they would not obey you ? 
and when you desired old Gilbert, your ploughman, to 
take the team to such a place, to tell you, Tou had better 
go yourself^ for he did not choose to do it ? I really think 
you would be very angry." 

^^ No doubt of it^ sir ;" said the old man, with such a 
strange expression of countenance as amused everybody; 
" I should be truly old John Hyford again ; for I know 
the natural man would finely rebel. I am very gkd I 
have heard your opinion, sir ; for several have been talk- 
ing to me about it lately, and I had well-nigh been drawn 
into their snare. Now I shall be able to answer them, 
ifut please to go on, sir.*' 
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llr, C renamed. " Simon Peter, in reply to our 

Lord's compiand, answered, < Master, we have toiled all 
the night, and have taken nothing : nevertheless, at thy 
word I will let down the net. And when they had this done, 
they enclosed a great multitude of fishes : and their net 
brake.' (Verses 5, 6.) This draught of fishes was mira- 
coloua ; it displayed the power ci Jesus, and that all 
creation was under his control ; were it necessary, we 
need not desire a more positive piroof of his Divinity ; for 
who but God could thus show such wonderful dominion 
over the inhabitants of the deep ? Nor was this all, he 
confirmed the faith of those around him. And when 
peter, struck with fear and surprise, exclaimed, ^ Depart 
from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord,' he employed the 
airade as a type of the success that should attend the 
ministry of this disciple, and which was amply fulfilled 
on the day of Pentecost, when three thousand souls were 
added to the then infant Church of Jerusalem." 

*^ But, dear sir, was Peter right in teUing Jesus to 
depart from him ?" said Hyford. ^^ I don't know, but 
I think I should have gone nearer to him, and always 
tried to keep him in sight," 

^* Peter was alarmed at so manifest a display of Divine 

power," said Mr. C ; " his sins rose up before him, 

apd induced him thus to speak. And so it is always, the 
sinner trembles before God, and exclaims, ^ We shall 
surely die, for we have seen God.' (Judges xiii. 22.) 
And so in truth we should, were it not that * God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not im- 
puting their trespasses unto them.' (2 Cor. v. 19.) By 
virtue of. this wonderful love, sinful man, though deep^ 
i^ensible of his deserts, may and does feel encouraged to 
fldnk upon his knees and implore his Saviour not to 
depart from him ; and, aotwithstanding an overwhelm- 
ing sense of guilt, is compelled to say, ' Lord, to whom 
shall I go but unto thee ? thou hast the words of eternal 
Hfe.' (John vi. 68.) Satan, it is true, often tries to make 
use of this humiliating view of ourselves to draw ns away 
from Christ ; but ' stronger is He that is for us than he 
that is against us ;' and tiie souls that Jesus came to save 
are far too precious in his sight for him to let them go. 
Sweet words of encouragement are distilled, as it were, 
into the heart ; and the oppressed sinner alt lengtli cries 
put^ ^ My beloved is mine, and I am his,' (Cant ii. 16,) 
an4 Ul^^ these disciples of old^ he is ready to forsaJcs^ «U^ 
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and follow in whatsoever path his Lord chooses him to 
take, whether it be in honour or dishonour^ in evil report 
or good report," 

" Which of the disciples were now called^ sir ?" said 
Hjford. 

" Simon Peter," replied Mr. C ; " and from 

Matthew iv. 18, we find likewise, Andrew, his brother ; 
also James and John, both sons of Zebedee. All were 
poor fishermen ; but this was of no importance ; the 
power of the Spirit was more visibly displayed^ in so 
wonderfully fitting them for their high and holy office. 
When the Most High has a work to perform, he selects 
his instruments as He will ; enduing them with aH 
necessary qualifications. Happy, thrice happy, are those 
who are thus highly favoured ; they may well devote all 
they have and are to his service, for it is a glorious one, 
and almost places them on a level with those bright spirits 
whose delight and employment is to perform the will of 
their Father and their God. After the four disciples were 
chosen, he took them up to the Mount, whereon he sat^ and 
there expounded the Law to the multitude beneath him, in 
the clearest and most beautiful manner. It had formerly 
been delivered upon Mount Sinai, amidst thunder and 
lightning, and all the majesty of heaven ; its demands were 
stern, and its requirements innumerable ; but on this 
Mount, Jesus, while he showed its vast spiritual meaning, 
thus rendering it the rule of life to all his foUowen^ 
clothed it in such words of love and mild persuasion as to 
render it one of the sweetest and most precious portions 
he taught You will always find, my friends," continued 

Mr. C , " an indissoluble bond of union between the 

Law and the Gospel ; and while our blessed Lord, by his 
pure and holy life and conduct, kept the former in every 
particular, he explained the practical nature of the latter, 
in every discourse he uttered. If you refer to iRevelation, 
14th and 15th, you will find it written of the ' hundred 
and forty and four thousand' that Uhey sing the song of 
Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb,' in 
the presence of the Eternal ; and this will resound through 
the courts of heaven for ever. As soon as the Sermon on 
the Mount was completed, our divine Redeemer speedily 
brought his sacred precepts into practice. A poor 
miserable being, full of leprosy, upon seeing Jesus^ the 
compassionate lEViend of man, fell on his face before him; 
sayings * Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.' 
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To which he immediately replied, * I will : be thou clean.' 
(Luke Y. 12, 13 ; also, Matt. yiii. 3, 4.) The beautiful 
simplicity with which this miracle is related, demands our 
attention. The sufferer was bitterly sensible of his loath- 
some outcast condition ; but faith was given him to feel 
that Jesus could restore him to society and health : ^ Lord, 
if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.* Observe the con- 
fidence and humility here displayed ; he was so satisfied 
the Great Teacher he beheld was endued with super- 
natural power, that his will was sufficient to accomplish 
all things ; while his sense of his vile disease made him at 
once refer to it, hiding his face with shame and bitterness. 
And oh ! how beautiful our Lord's reply : * I will : be 
thou dean ;' willing and ready to help all who apply to 
him. And from this whole transaction we may learn, 
that however we may be defiled by sin, of which the 
leprosy was a type, if we go to Jesus the Great Physician, 
idling him our burden and entreating him to remove 
it, we shall experience the mercy shown to this poor sup- 
pliant ; for he is equally ready to say to us, * I will, be 
thou clean.' Yes, my people, it is God himself who has 
made us willing in the day of his power, who has by his 
Spirit led us to see the vile nature and character of sin, 
who has made us feel that Jesus is the only Saviour able 
to deliver us ; and given us faith to apply to his sacrifice 
on the cross, as the means whereby we can be cleansed 
and purified from all our defilements. And it is his will- 
ingness to receive us that has made us ready to come to 
him. * For this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, saith the Lord ; I will 
put my laws into their mind, and write them in their 
hearts : and I will be to them a God,^and they shall be to 
me a people.' (Heb. viii. 10.) Mind this ; God says, ''I 
will be to' them a Grod, and they shall be to me a people :" 
they shaUf because, I mill. My will shall make them will- 
ing. Here is a beautiful Scripture, and as surely as our 
biased Lord graciously touched and heard this outcast 
leper entreating his cleansing aid, so will he look upon and 
receive all without distinction, who call upon him under a 
sense of their guilt and natural defilement. He desired 
the man, before he mentioned what had happened, to go 
and show himself to the priest, and offer the gift com- 
manded by their lawgiver Moses, as a testimony that he 
had once been diseased but now was cleansed* This con- 
aisted of two birds, some cedar-wood, and scarlet and 
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hyssop. One of the birds was to be killed in an earthen 
vessel over running water ; the other, the living bird, 
was to be dipped in the blood of the bird that was killed^ 
and then the priest was to let him fly." 

" Sir," said Hyford, " do not go on till you have told 
me the meaning of all this ; I am certain there is much to 
learn here." 

" You are very right," answered Mr. C ; " this 

ceremony was truly most significant ; it was undertaken 
on account of the person who offered the birds being a 
healed leper, an acknowledgment for a blessing of infinite 
importance. In the bird then that is killed we see a type 
of Jesus, suffering as an atonement for sin in our nature ; 
and in the living bird, dipped in the blood and then let fiy, 
we see ourselves washed in his blood, and restored to that 
liberty which he has procured for us. Could any thing 
be more sublime and significant than the whole trans- 
action ? Thus the ceremonial Law continually pointed 
to the world's Redeemer ; who referred to it as well 
as divers other parts of the Old Testament, in order to 
show their complete fulfilment in Himself. The astonish- 
ing cure of the leper was speedily known ; and in conse- 
quence, ^ great multitudes came together to hear, and to be 
healed by him of their infirmities.' The fame of the 
holy Jesus speedily aroused the spirit of the Pharisees 
and doctors of the law ; they perceived his pure heavenly 
doctrine was far superior to the poor instruction they 
gave, and their craft was in danger ; their pride, their 
self-righteousness, were laid bare as well as the poverty of 
their doctrines ; and the name of Jesus, the Prophet of 
Nazareth, filled them with every hateful passion. Hit 
miracles likewise, so powerfully, yet so silently proving* 
his Divine mission and superiority, filled them with mad-> 
ness ; and we are told that they assembled out of every 
town of Galilee and Judea, and from Jerusalem, with the 
vain hope that he might either say or do something 
whereby they could denounce him to the civil or ecdesi* 
astical authorities. And is this never done now ? Alas \ 
there are many who go where the Gospel is preached 
faithfully, not for the purpose of gaining instruction, but 
to criticise. We are bound to bring the doctrines we 
hear to the word of God ; if they are according to it, woe 
unto us if we turn a deaf ear to them. These men, there- 
fore, were sin^ning deeply against their own souls by their 
wilful rejection of the Saviour's instructions^ which they 



KEW TBSTAMENT HISTORIES. 9 

must have felt were consistent with the Law of Moses, 
the Prophets, and the Psalms ; and far superior to 
those books and traditions which only savoured of human 
wisdonu Jesus knew the enmity o^ their hearts ; and, 
therefore, determined powerfully to expose it, proceeding 
with his work of preaching and healing as though they 
were far away. In confirmation of his mission, a case 
now occurred of peculiar interest. ' Men brought in a bed 
a man which was taken with a palsy : and they sought 
means to bring him in, and to lay him before Him. And 
when they could not find by what way they might bring 
him in because of the multitude, they went upon the 
housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his 
eouch into the midst before Jesus.' '* (Luke v. 18, 19.) 

*^ How was this, sir?" demanded Hyford; ** did they 
break through the roof ?'* 

<• In the Eastern houses,*' replied Mr. C5— , ** there 
are generally no apartments on the ground-fioor for the 
family ; the principal ones are above, and are fronted by 
a gallery which is roofed over ; the roofs of the houses are 
flat, and are used as terraces to walk on, or even to sleep 
and eat upon, during the fine season of the year ; they must, 
therefore, of necessity be built strong and thick ; but not 
80 the roofs of the galleries, which, though level with 
ihem^ are never used for such purposes. We may there- 
fore readily understand that the friends of this poor 
man, bent upon his being seen by Jesus, came up to the 
top of 'the house and then removed a sufficiency of the 
roof of the gallery to admit of letting him down before 
him who they knew could restore him to health and 
strength. Nor were they disappointed; for, seeing their 
fiiithy * Jesus said unto him, Man, thy sins are forgiven 
thee.' " (Verse 20.) 

" What a fine thing to have said to us!" muttered the 
old farmer. 

Mr. C heard him, and said, " Yes, truly, if this 

poor sufferer had not thought of hearing such good news 
he must have been greatly surprised. How far preferable 
to being healed of his bodily infirmities. Don't you think 
so?" 

" Oh yes, sir, I do ;" said Hyford with deep emotion ; 
" to have our sins pardoned, and that by our Judge, too, 
is indeed glorious ; far beyond all' that this poor body may 
be called upon to sufier : that is of little importance ; but 
to feel sin pardoned, the soul secure, and heaven Qur8> 
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is enough to make a man mad with joy. I should like to 
have been in that man's place." 

" The like privilege, I trust, is yours now, my friend, 

said Mr. C , kindly. " You have been brought in 

mercy to feel tlie sinfulness of sin, and your need of 
pardon. Your Saviour is precious to you, and your hopes 
are full of immortality; his mercy has melted ypur heart, 
and you are looking forward to heaven as your futqre 
home ; being satisfied of the efficacy of the Sayiour'g 
sacrifice and atonement for sin, which opened an etemitj 
of happiness to all who believe in him. But now let us 
turn to the bedridden sufferer, who no doubt eagerly 
listened to every word he uttered. There he lay at bis 
Eedeemer's feet, filled with such joy. at the idea of 
pardon, which, unsolicited, had been pronounced, that we 
can imagine his indignation at the malicious cavillings of 
the Scribes and Pharisees ; who, pretending to be seised 
with jealousy for the Divine honour, exclaimed, ^ WhoM 
forgive sins, but God alone ?' (Verse 21.) Our Lord then 
determines to assert his power and prove himself the l(es- 
siah, of whom Moses and the Prophets had foretold, ^d 
who had then commenced his vast and wondrous missicm* 
He displayed his omniscience, his knowledge of thc^ 
secret thoughts, and said, ' What reason ye in you 
hearts ? Whether is easier, to say. Thy sins be forgiven 
thee ; or to say. Rise up and walk ? But that you may 
know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive 
sins, (he said to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee. 
Arise, and take up thy couch, and go unto thine hous9. 
And immediately he rose up before them, and took up 
that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorify* 
ing God.' (Verses 22 to 25.) Thus he demoqstrated who 
He was ; he no longer condescended to reason with them, 
but proved by his power that he had undoubted right to 
speak peace to whomsoever he would. 

*^ My dear friends, what a wonderful transaction is 
now before us !" continued Mr. C ; " what a convic- 
tion it conveys of the Divinity of Jesus ! First, he speaks 
to the man, and pronounces his pardon. The Judge for- 
gives the criminal. He does not acquit him, and declare 
him guiltless : no '; but he says, * Thy sins are forgiven 
thee.' Here we behold God himself, for it was rightly 
said, * None can forgive sins, but God alone.' Secondly, 
he shows that the secrets of all hearts were open to him ; 
truly, < he needed not that any should testify of man, for 
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he knew what was in man.' (John ii. 25.) And here, 
again, we behold God ; for omniscience alone belongs to 
Him. No man can tell what passes in the mind of his 
lilost intimate friend ; but from the Lord Jehovfth no 
secrets are hid ; the multitude* of thoughts, evil and good, 
that continually occupy us, are all known to him; and truly 
wfe hate cause to entreat the unceasing assistance of the 
Holy Spirit, to cleanse us so thoroughly by his inspiration, 

* that we may perfectly love him, and worthily magnify his 
holy If ame.' Lastly, he proves his right to Divinity by 
commanding the man to walk. The Jews doubted his' 
right to forgive sins ; he shows it by the miraculous cure 
he immediately effected. Well might all present be 
amazed, and be filled with fear, 'saying, We have seen 
strange things to-day.' " (Verse 26.) 

" We can imagine this ;" said Mr. Basil, " I have 
often thought, had I been on earth when Jesus was, seen 
and conversed with him, it would have been with fear 
and trembling." 

" I doubt that," replied Mr. C ; " he so completely 

gained the love of his disciples, that we Seldom read of 
their expeHencing fear. The holy women who followed 
him ever rejoiced in his presence ; and I can imagine his 
heavenly-mindedness, his tender affection, his gentleness 
so engaging, that however they felt convinced of his 
Divine reality, and sensible of the immeasurable distance 
between them, still he bound them to Himself by thdt 
heaven-born love which now subsists between him and 
his redeemed, and is one of the fruits of the Spirit's in- 
fluence. And if, as St. Peter says, * having not seen, 
we love him ;' how much more those who saw him, who 
conversed daily with him, who witnessed his miracles 
and experienced bis kindness, were bound to love him 
with an intensity such as seraphs feel, who dwell in his 
presence above, and are never so happy as when hymn- 
ing their songs of praise. Afler these events had passed, 
we next find Jesus adding to his chosen band of imme- 
diate companions, whose number was not as yet completed. 
We are now led to observe how he called Levi, or Mat- 
thew, the writer of the first of the four Gospels. He 

* was sitting at the receipt of custom,' for he was a pub- 
lican, or collector of taxes ; but no sooner did he hear 
the Saviour say, * Follow me,' than business, profits, 
worldly advantages vanished, and * he left all, rose up, and 
followed him.' (Verse 28.) And thus it will ^\«t \i^ \ SS. 
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the Lord the Spirit will but speak with power, we shall be 
willing to obey him : and may it indeed be so ; then the 
world cannot hold us, Satan cannot stop us, but we may 
hope that He who has begun the good work in our souls, will 
carry it on, and keep us steadfast to the end. Some time 
after his call, we find Matthew making an entertainment 
in honour of Jesus. The company was large ; and it is 
expressly mentioned, that publicans and many others sat 
down with them. The new disciple undoubtedly felt 
desirous that his former friends and acquaintances should 
have an opportunity of conversing with Jesus. This 
description of persons was generally bad — ^hard, avari- 
cious, dishonest men ; but Matthew had experienced the 
power of grace, and he longed for others to do the same. 
Thus it will ever be ; when we know the value of our 
own souls, we shall estimate that of others ; and this the 
men of the world cannot understand ; they think Chris- 
tians vastly troublesome, that they will not leave them to 
follow their own inclinations unmolested ; and they charge 
them with interference and a thousand impertinencies, 
because, having been led to flee from the wrath to come, 
they wish to draw others also. The Pharisees at Matthew's 
table were just the same then as now; they knew nothing 
of their own corruptions, and despised those around them. 
Their religion consisted in an observance of forms, while 
the heart, remained as much as ever the seat of iniqnitj. 
Hence the value of our Lord's remark, * They that are 
whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. I 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.' 
(Verses 31, 32.) 

" May we inquire whether we have discovered our own 
state before God, and applied to the Great Physician for 
the healing of our wounded souls, by the effectual appli- 
cation of his blood and finished righteousness, * whereby 
alone we can obtain remission of our sins, and be made 
partakers of the kingdom of heaven.' '' 
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TnE large room at the Court was full, and Mr. 
had the unspeakable pleasure of seeing amongst his auditors 
several who had at first imagined his proceedings rather 
irregular, and consequently disapproved of them, but who 
were at length convinced, by their effects upon the lives 
and conduct of his people^ that they were a powerful 
auxiliary to his public labours ; and that, in fac^ he was 
only following the great example set him by the Apostles, 
who " daily in the teinplci and in every house, ceased not 
to trach and preiich Jesus Christ/' (Acts v. 42; also 
XX. 20.) 

Mr. C never cousttlted his owii ease or convenience; 

he was the savant ct the Most High God, and he 
deeply felt the impottatice of working while it was day, 
knowing that tile flight of death would quickly arrive, 
either to himelelf fit some tt his beloved flock^ all of 
whom he trusted hereaftet ib tbeet in the abodes of bliss. 
It was with a sinile of sitid^ Cbtistiati love he welcomed 
his people, and^ taking hi4 dfccustomed place, #{yened his 
Bible on the 5th chapter bt Bt John, commeildiig thus : 
'' After this there #as a fe^i of the JelTs | iiHl ^etos went 
up to Jerusalenh" (Verse 1.) 

^* As nearly to I am ablei thy dear Iri^lj^ said the 
pastor, " I am eudeavouting to follow the footsteps of our 
beloved Master ; I may, perhaps, err in my arrangement 
of events, btit b}^ comparing the four Gospels carefully, 
I hope not to ao 6b to any gteat extent The circumstances 
we noticed the last day we met were recorded in the 6th 
of St. Luke, viz. the miraculous draught of fishes, the 
cleansing of the leper, and the calling of Matthew, or 
Levi. This was in Galilee, and while he abode there he 
performed several other miraculous works, all equally mani- 
festing forth his glory, and proving his love and tender 
compassion for man ; but another festival, generally sup- 
posed to be the Passover, was approaching at Jerusalem, 
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and consequently we find, by the verse I have just reitd* 
that he was there. The Evangelist then proceeds to 
describe a certain pool that was situated near the sheep 
market, or gate, whereby those animals were driven in to 
the city for consumption or sacrifice. 'Now there is at 
Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in the 
Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches.' " (Verse 2.) 

" May I ask why you call this the pool near the 8}ieep 
gate, instead of market, sir ?" said Mr. Basil. 

" Because, if you obseive, the word market is in italics," 

replied Mr. C , " it is not in the original ; it is nowhere 

mentioned but here; whereas it is expressly said> that 
'Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brethren the priests, 
and they buiided the sheep gate,' (Neh. iii. 1) ; aii4 twipe 
again it is spoken of in the same book. Well, dose to this 
gate was the pool, or I should say more prpperly a bath, 
made for the accommodation of diseased persops, and sur* 
rounded by a cloister, or covered walk ; it had five porches, 
It is considered to be in existence, though now dry and 
filled up ; and a late traveller states that it is situated nenr 
St Stephen's gate, and is about 150 feet long, and 40 wide. 
The sides are walled, and on the west side two arches are 
visible, which are supposed to have been the way whereby 
water wag carped to the Temple. It is said to be all that 
^remain^ of the Jerusalem of David and Solomon, and ^ 
Mich is interesting; but, in my opinion, far more sp on 
9Cpount of the events that took place there in the presence 
and by the command of the Lord of life and glory. In 
^p porches all kinds of miserable creatures lay, for the 
waters were said to possess a mi|uculous power. T)ie 
mi^cy of our compassionate God was apnually displayetcly 
*lor at q. certain season an angel went down into tiie pool, an^ 
troubled the water ; whosoever then first after the troubltj^f^ 
of the water stepped in was • made whole of whatsoev^ 
disease he had.' (Verse 4.) To this scene of misery and 
SufiFering Jesus directed his steps : we ever find him where 
jnost required. A miserable being arrested his attention ; 
for thirty-eight long years he had been dragging on a 
wretched existence, and to him the Divine Saviour drew 
near, asking him if he wished to be made whole. The 
man, only contemplating the power of the miraculous 
waters, replied, ' Sir, 1 have no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put me into the pool ; but while I am coming, 
another steppeth down before me.' (Verse 7.) How much» 
my people, may we learn from this ! man continu^llY fox- 
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cakes his fellow-man; let each take care* of Mmself, is 
the maxim of the world.'' 

*' Yes, and the practice of it too," muttered Hyford. 

" It is, indeed," resumed Mr. C , " but not of our 

gracious heavenly Friend. It is when hope has well-mgh 
deserted us — ^when all is dark around, and we seem to 
imagine assistance far away, that He steps forth to the 
rescue ; it is then he proves ' He is a God at hand,' watch- 
ing over his people, and stretching out his arm to assist 
them in the most needful moment, thus increasing their 
debt of gratitude and love, and making them still more 
deeply humbled for their distrust and unbelief. May we 
not imagine that thus this poor man felt when he heard 
the astonishing mandate, ^ Rise, take up thy bed, and walk,' 
(verse 8,) accompanied by the ability to do so being be- 
stowed at the same time. What a moment of rejoicing 
this was! thirty-eight years he had lain on a miserable 
couch, and hope had almost disappeared ; but in an un- 
expected hour his Lord had mercy on him, and gave him 
grace to believe his word and obey it. 

*^ Now let us see the sequel : * On the same day was the 
sabbath ;' and we find the Jews highly displeased at what 
they considered the profanation of so holy a day, both on 
the part of Jesus and the paralytic. They saw him carry- 
ing his bed to return home, but stopped him, saying, 'It is 
the sabbath day : it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.' 
The poor creature justified his doing so by simply replying, 
* He that made me whole, the same ssdd unto me, T^sdce up 
thy bed, and walk.' He was so satisfied that He who could 
perform such a miracle must be holy, and the favourite of 
Heaven, that.no command of his could be otherwise than 
right and lawful. Who he was, he knew not ; it seems he 
was very ignorant, and, as his complaint had prevented 
him from mingling in the crowd that continually followed 
Jesus, it is probable this was the first time he had ever 
seen him. And even now he appears scarcely to have 
observed him, being lost in amazement at the mighty 
efficacy of his word, which restored vigour to his limbs 
and health to his body ; so that when he returned to his 
senses and sought his benefactor, who was nowhere visible, 
he felt justified in obeying his command, and walking 
away with his bed. We next find him in the temple, where 
no doubt he repaired in order to return thanks for his 
wonderful cure, and there again his merciful Lord ap- 
proached him, gently saying, ' Behold, thou art made 
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whole : sin no more, lest a worse thing come ^^tQ thee.' 
(Verse 14.) Thus he reminded him of his past life, and 
exhorted him to devote that health just bestowed in the 
service of Him who had mercy on him. Oh, v(ka,t a 
needful exhortation was this of our Divine Master's i How 
niany there are who have been snatched from the very 
jaws of death, who forget their mercies with returning 
strength ! In the hours of suflfering, and on the borders of 
thp grave, with death and eternity in view, how maAy 
prayers and promises have been uttered ; and whex^ as i|i 
Qumberless instances, those prayers have been heard and 
]iealth restored, where are the promises? and how haY€ 
they been performed? Alas! too often quite forgotten. 
For a time, perhaps, the remembrance of the past has had 
some little influence ; but, as cares and pleasures present 
themselves, by degrees the mercies bestowed vanish fronpi 
the mind, which is just as full of the things of time and 
sense as ever. 

" I grieve to say," added Mr. C with a mournful 

look, '* I speak from knowledge and observation ; examine 
yourselves, dear friends, on this point; judge your own 
selves, that ye be not judged of the Lord ; and beware of 
adding the sin of ingratitude to a catalogue already much 
too heavy. Let the words of Jesus be as a warning also 
to you, ' Sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto thee.' 
As if he had told him that, deep and severe as his suffer- 
ings had been, they would be nothing in comparison of 
that state of endless misery where the lost remain for 
ever, 'in weeping and walling and gnashing of teeth.' 
Bethesda! how significant the name! the plcLce or 
house of mercy. We must not leave it until we realize 
something applicable to ourselves ; for surely in this pool 
is a type of the Fountain opened for sin — all sin— the 
diseas.e of the soul. ' Wilt thou be made whole ?' said the 
compassionate Friend of man ; and thus he addresses 
himself to us. He is willing and ready to work an imme* 
diate cure, for it is to the abodes of the sick and wretched 
he loves to go. He says, ' They that are whole need not 
a physician, but they that are sick ; I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners to repentance.' (Mattix. 13.) Thrice 
happy t)^ey who feel their need of him ; who are sensible 
of the deplorable state of their souls, and hear him say, 
' Wilt thou be made whole ?' and then to find him give 
the power as well as the will to ' rise ;' for he cures the 
guilt of sin, the dominion of sin, and the sting of %\a^ ^a.^ 
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enables' his redeemed ones to go on their way rejoicing. 
When the man saw Jesus the second time, he recognised 
him, and went and told the Jews that to him he owed his 
recovery. This infuriated them again, and it is generally 
supposed they took him before the council, or sanhedrim, 
that he might reply to those who accused him of breaking 
the sabbath. Listen to the mild dignity of his reply, * My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.* They immediately 
understood his meaning, for they sought the more to kiU 
him, in their blind and ignorant zeal for the glory of 
Jehovah, because, it is added, ' he not only had broken the 
sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making 
himself equal with God."' (Verse 18.) 
• " And so he was," said Hyford. 

" Truly," replied Mr. C , " the union between the 

Father and the Son is here set forth. The Father worketh— 
so does the Son — ^for * he is the, brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person,* (Heb. i. 3) ; *in him 
dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.' And this 
verse is so beautiful, * Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest 
not, but a body hast thou prepared me.' (Heb. x. 5.) There 
was no real satisfaction in the blood of that multitude of 
sacrifices that flowed continually from the altar ; it could 
not cleanse the guilt of the sinner — any intelligent Jew 
must have felt it was not possible for it to do so, and that it 
must be an emblem or resemblance of something that would 
really do it. Yes, my dear friends," said Mr. C— -> his 
countenance radiant with holy joy, " that something was 
our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ, who • thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God,' (Phil. ii. 6,) and is declared 
in Zechariah as the * man who is the fellow (or equal) of 
the Lord of hosts,' (Zech. xiii. 7) ; He, the High and 
Lofty One, the Ancient of Days, the Everlasting Father, 
prepared for himself a human body, which, being sanctified 
and anointed by the Holy Spirit, was He who was called 
Christ — that Jesus who dwelt in Judsea, 'going about 
doing good, and healing all manner of sickness and all 
manner of disease among the people,' (Matt. ix. 35) ; who 
declared himself the Friend of man, the creatures whom his 
own power had called into existence ; the good Shepherd, 
who sought for all his wandering sheep, and who finally 
completed the Old Testament types, by giving himself up 
to die upon the cross, * thereby making a full, perfect, and 
sufficient satisfaction and atonement for the sins of the 
whole world.' My dear people, do you believe thi? ? do 



NEW TESTAMENT filSTOKIES. 7 

you feel this ? Are you sensible of the love, the unspeak- 
able love thus shown for you ? if you are, you will enjoy 
ail that remains of this beautiful discourse of our Lord's, 
for you will be amongst * those who honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Pather,' and will appropriate him to 
yourselves as your Saviour and your God : and further- 
more to you that precious promise will appertain, (verse 24,) 
'Verily, verily, I say unto you. He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condemnation ; but is passed from 
death unto life' — from a state of spiritual death, and 
liable to destruction, into one of acceptance with God, 
even a life of faith and grace, which, being begun here, 
would extend throughout the boundless ages of eternity. 
Surely no language can more powerfully express the pre- 
servation of all true believers, or the complete and divine 
power of Him who is the founder of our holy faith. Our 
Lord continued without interruption to address the priests 
and those before him, on deep and mighty subjects, assur- 
ing them most solemnly that ^ the hour was coming, nay 
even at hand, when the dead should hear the voice of the 
Son of God ; and that those who heard should live.' " 
(Verse 25.) 

** Who were those, sir ?" said Hyford. " Was it those 
in their graves who should come to life again ? " 

" No," replied Mr. C ; " it alludes to those who are 

morally and spiritually dead — dead in trespasses and sins, fol- 
lowing the course of this world, but aroused from their death- 
like slumber by the powerful voice of the Lord the Spirit, 
who, when he first enters a man's heart, terrifies him with the 
picture he presents of its deformity ; then humbles him in 
the dust, convincing him he is nothing and can do nothing 
to help himself ; and when he has brought him to this, 
making him cry out for mercy, he draws near to his 
assistance, and causes him to hear the voice of pardon and 
free forgiveness declared by the Son of God, and which is 
accompanied by the gift of eternal life.*'' 

"Oh, .sir," exclaimed Hyford, "how happy you have 
made me ! You have just described myself. How well 
I remember my terrors of conscience after you were gone, 
"when the thunderstorm was over ; I have often thought, 
^ir, that storm was sent on purpose to give me an 
opportunity of hearing that gospel I so utterly despised ; 
that you were to seek shelter under my roof, and that 
Jesus then looked upon me in pity, even as he did thia 
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miserable creature, who was lying by the side of the pool. 
Don't you think our cases very like, sir ? " added the 
old man, as his eyes dimmed with tears. 

" Yes," replied the pastor, " every awakened sinner 
regards with astonishment the freeness of the grace that 
roused him in the first instance from his death-like slumber. 
It is very certain we must first be loved, apd called, before 
we can love or seek God ; the voice of the Son of God 
must resound through our hearts, and warn us to flee from 
the wrath to come, before we shall be aware of our danger 
or seek the appointed means of safety. Blessed be Go4 
he has given us his word (the Bible) to point out the road, 
and which he declares to be so plain that ' a wayfaring 
man, though a fool, shall not err therein.' " (Isa. xxxv. 8.) 

" How do you luderstand the 26th verse, Mr. C ?** 

said Mrs. Basil ; *' ' For as the Father hath life in himself, 
so hath he given to the Son to have life in himself.' " 

** Here again, madam," replied Mr. C , " is the unity 

of the Godhead declared ; no created being could have lire 
in himself, so as to communicate it to others. The ' Lord 
Jehovah alone is the true God, he is the living God, and 
an everlasting King,' (Jer. x. 10) ; the great I am. From 
him, as the Father, all his creatures derive their existence, 
* for in him we live, and move, and have our being.' And 
as he has in this sense ' life in himself,' bestowing it con- 
tinually, so has the Son, in his mediatorial character, ' life 
in himself,' whereby he imparts spiritual life to those who 
were dead in trespasses and sins, and is, in truth, that 
' Tree of Life that grows in the midst of the paradise of 
God,' (Rev. ii. 7,) from whom the redeemed, that multi- 
tude that no man can number, derive pardon and immor- 
tality. But observe, that while, as the Son of God, he 
exercises all the attributes of mercy that emphatically 
belong to him as the Lord Jehovah, as the Son of man he 
becomes the Judge of the children of Adam — a great and 
mighty office, requiring omniscience, omnipotence, justice, 
truth, and perfection ; which, as you well know, are abso- 
lutely incommunicable to any created being; for it is 
written, 'As the Father hath life in himself, so hath he 
given to the Son to have life in himself ; and hath given 
him authority to execute judgment also, because he is the 
Son of man.' " (Verses 26, 27.) 

" Do you not think the people were very much surprised 
to hear Jesus thus express himself, sir?" said Hyford; 
'* I think I should have stared, when I looked at himi in 
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dress and appearance the same as other men, and heard 
him so positively declare himself one with God." 

<• Hence, Mr. Hyford," repHed Mr. C , "the truth 

of what our Lord said, < No man can come to me, except 
the Father which hath sent me draw him.' (John vi. 44.) 
Faith to helieve in Jesus is the peculiar gift of the Lord 
the Spirit. All must be taught of God, for it is only 
those who have heard and learned of the Father that will 
seek the Son as he is revealed to us in the Bible. The 
people were as much astonished as you say you should 

have been. Master Hyford," continued Mr. C , " for 

when our Lord saw it, he immediately added, * Marvel not 
at this : for the hour is coming in the which all that are 
in the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth ; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation.' (Verses 28, 29.) That hour, my friends, is 
rapidly drawing near ; the ticking of your watches con- 
tinually reminds you of its swift approach, and whispers to 
each of you, * Frepare to meet thy God.' (Amos iv. 12.) 
This is a vast, a mighty theme. The doctrine of the 
resurrection is one that deeply concerns us all, inasmuch 
^us it must inevitably be our bt to partake of it That 
* the Lord is at hand,' I have no doubt ; that he is even 
standing at the door and knocking, is incontrovertible." 

** Why, sir ?" said a gentleman, a stranger, who had not 
been at the Court before. " What makes you say that 
Christ is now knocking at the door ? I know you tak« 
the expression from Eev. iii. 20." 

" I do, sir," replied Mr. C— , " and I feel I am right 
in making the assertion. Let us turn for a few minutes to 
that and the preceding chapter, and we shall behold Jesus, 
the great Head of the Church, addressing a word of 
exhortation, encouragement, and reproof to his professing 
people. Ephesus and Pergamos are fearfully threatened, 
imless they repent. Smyrna is praised; the other four 
churches are warned to be prepared for their Master's 
arrival. But observe the arrangement, for it is most 
solemn * To Thyatira it is said, • That which ye have 
already, hold fast till I come.' To Sardis he says, ' I will 
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee.' To Philadelphia, < Behold, 
I come quickly.' To Laodicea, ' Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock.' Now, as I believe, in common with 
many others, that these seven churches are also emblema- 
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tioal of the seven periods of the Church of Ohrist, tbf 
epistle primarily addressed to the Laodiceans would relate 
likewise to that point of time whereof our Lord himself 
gpeaks — ^ So likewise ye, when ye shall see ali these thing^i 
Ipiow that he (not it) is near, even at the doors.' (Jlatt 
UtA^. 33.) 1 have not time pow to enter into this suhject^ 
hift ypu all feel satisfied in your own minds th^t some 
pughty orisis is at hand ; ifien's hearta are heginning tP 
f^ thern for fear, and for looking for those things that 
are coming upon the earth." 

<<But how comforting ^re God's promises!" observed 
Mr- lAWrence. 

" Tbey are so," answered Mx. C ; " the only desire 

of tl^e child of God is, 'whether he Uves, he n^ay hyp 
uiito the Lord ; or whether he dies, he may die ^nto th^ 
Lord : whether he lives or dies, he may be thp Lord's.' 
^d Ihen he is satisfied, knowing that if his body 
yi^oulders in the grave, the hour is near ^t ha^d wbe|| th^ 
'I^prd himself shall descend from heaven wjth % §bPUtf 
. "^th the voice of the archangel, and with the trun^p of 
God ; and when the dead in Christ shall ri^e firsf / an^, 
by virtue of their union with their hvii^g H^ad, shall piit 
pg glory, honour, and immortality. But n^i^st we reyergp 
this bright prospect ? Alas ! pur dear Lord deplores fire 
must, for that there are those who will 'rise to shaip^ 
^i{d everlasting contempt' (Dan. xii. 2.) When J. thus 
dwell i|pon these awful realities, I feel as if 1 lopged ^ 
rpvise all my thoughtless fellow-creatpres from their fei^fi)l 
state of torpor and insensibility ; as if I would go throi)g)i 
the land imploring poor sinful men to ' flee from the wrath 
to come ' — from that dread hour when Jesus, pow so mil4 
and patient, so gentle and long-suffering, shall vindiciitp 
his f<'ather's*honour, and take fearful vengeance on thpfp 
"^jio ki^pw not God, and obey not the Gospel offprpd tp 
thpm* A^^^r our Lord had given his hearers a §light 
glimpse of the mighty future, he returns to the est^blis^* 
ment of the unity between himself and the Father, jn 
all his actions he proved it ; it was the aim of his earthly 
CjEireer; and his wonderful works — his extraordinary 
qifr&cles, proved who and what he was. The Jews, \jl 
l^hpse presence he stood, had appealed to John, of wbop^ 
^t seems they had a high opinion. They were inclined to 
think he was the long-expected Messiah, but be at opce 
undeceived them, by saying, * I am not the Chrisi, hut am 
sent before him.' Yet, strange to say, though John had 
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pointed to Jesus and cried, ' Behold the Lamh of God ! ^ 
though the Holy Ghost at his haptism pronounced hiln 
God's beloved Son, and commanded the people to heat 
him; all was forgotten, and his discourse which we are 
BOW considering fell upon the ears of those who, a feiir 
months afterwards, cried out. Crucify him ! crucify him ! 
Well might he exclaim, < I receive not honour frbiil men.' 
Noy my dear Mends, it is not in the world w& are to hfear 
oi Jesus ; there he is unheeded and unknown ; there lire 
shall be told he hath no beauty that we should desite him: 
But we must turn to the pages of truth, and, if we valtle 
our souls, * search the Scriptures ; for in them there ift 
eternal life, and they are they that testify of him,* (vfer. d9); 
that prove him to be the Christ, the Saviour of the wdrld ; 
the promised seed, that should bruise the serpent's head ; 
the mighty conqueror over death and helL Search, there<^ 
fore, the Scriptures with diligence and prayer. Let no tAkA 
wrest them from you ; they are the light for your feet, i. 
lamp for your path, a map and unerring guide thtou^h 
this world's wilderness : and, though now there are inany 
who will tell you, even as the popish priests do, that yott 
are incapable of understanding them, and therefore should 
not read them for yourselves, heed them not, I beseech 
you; they are false teachers, and desire to mislead you 
into the paths of error, in order to establish their own 
supremacy. Search the Scriptures with prayer, and medi- 
tate on them ; hide them in your hearts, and implore th^ 
Divine assistance to bring their precepts into practice ; and 
believe me, all will go well with you. Your Lord com* 
mands you to search them, and a heavy curse is over all 
those who wish to deprive others of this blessed privilef^e* 
God says, ' Set your hearts unto all the words which 
I testify among you this day, which ye shall command 
your children to observe to do, all the words of this laW. 
For it is not a vain thing for you ; because it is your life t 
and thrdugh this thing ye shall prolong your days in th0 
land, whither ye go over Jordan to possess it.' (Deut; 
HKiL 47.) 

" Yes, my friends," continued Mr. C , "it is yotif 

life; Israel was to go over Jordan to possess the pro-' 
mised land ; you are to go through the river of death, and 
enter upon that world and state of existence whereof ymi 
have but a dim conception; but the scriptures of truth 
guide you ; therefore, search them with diligence, com- 
pare one portion with another, and see how woudexiviW^ 
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and beautifully the mo»t difficult verses are made plain. 
They point out heaven as eternal life, the one grand 
object of existence ; and Jesus Christ as the way, the 
only way, the gate, the door, the foundation wheieon all 
the hopes of the believer are built ; for, as our deat Lord 
truly says, * They testify of me ; even me of whom Moses 
in the law and the prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
son of Joseph,' (John i. 45); and then he adds, with so much 
affection and pity for the marvellous unbelief and hardness 
of heart he had to contend with, ' Ye will not come to me, 
that ye might have life.' (John v. 40.) Oh ! may he not 
say tills of you, my loved people. Alas ! 1 fear it is his 
testimony of thousands, and my heart mourns over them. 
In this land, where the Bible (glory he to God for the 
privilege) is free ; where every Sabbath day the poorest, 
the lowest, may hear the word of life without hindrance, 
they are without excuse. Hundreds drop daily into eter* 
nity, and whither ? It is a fearful thought ! Jesus says, 
* they will not come to him for life ;' tiberefore, what is 
the inference ? [If they come not to him for life, they lose 
it, and their portion is, ' weeping and wailing and gnash- 
ing of teeth ;' for there is no intermediate state — ^no pur- 
gatory, as the papists tell you, and which is a mere 
invention of the human brain, quite contrary to the word 
of God." 

"My dear sir," said Mr. Lawrence, "there is much 
implied in this word, life.'* 

" Yes," repUed Mr. C , "Christ is our life ; the life 

we lost in Adam, we regain in Christ. When our fore- 
father fell, both natural and eternal life was forfeited ; bat 
the second Adam, even Jesus Christ, renewed the great 
principle of life, repaired the breaches sin had made, and, 
by his perfect atonement, obtained our pardon and con- 
sequent salvation ; therefore, when he shall again appear, 
his redeemed will be with him, as the fruits of bis work 
and labour of love. But how different is the life of a 
believer to that of the mere creature of time. Every 
thought, word, and action he brings to the test of the 
Bible ; he lives, yet not he, but Christ lives in hfm ; his 
very thoughts are brought into obedience, his wishes and 
affections are under the control of the Spirit ; and he is 
happy, fOT he lives by faith in the Son of God, who has 
loved him, and given himself for him. 
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" Our Divine Master," observed Mr. C , when his 

various friends assembled round him, *' had much to con- 
tend with from the bigotry and ignorance of the Jewish 
teachers. The traditions of men had deprived God's 
word of its holy simplicity, and to these they clung to the 
exclusion of those feelings of mercy and love which the 
Law and the Prophets inculcated. Our Lord, therefore, 
determined to strike at the root of this evil, by perform- 
ing some of his most wonderful miracles on the Sabbath, 
and thus practically explaining how it should be kept He 
was perfectly aware that every word and action, both of 
himself and his disciples, was watched and reflected upon, 
and therefore he was quite ready to stand forth in their 
defence when accused of breaking the fourth Conmiand- 
ment Let us turn to Luke vi. and by studying it in con- 
nexion with Matthew xii. I — 13, and Mark ii. 23 — 28, we 
may, under the Divine blessing, derive much holy and useful 
instruction. ^ And it came to pass on the second Sabbath 
after the first, that he went through the corn fields ; and 
his disciples plucked the ears of corn, and did eat, rubbing 
them in their hands.'" (Verse L) 

" * The second Sabbath after the first ;' — I do not know 
what this means, Mr. C ,*' said Mrs. Basil. 

^* It is an expression of more difficulty than importance. 

Madam," replied Mr. C , "but I believe it to he 

simply this. If the first day of either of the great Jewish 
feasts, viz. of Unleavened Bread, the Pentecost, or Feast 
of Weeks, or the Feast of Tabernacles, happened to fall 
on a Sabbath, it was reckoned peculiarly sacred. That 
of Unleavened Bread was called the first prime Sab- 
bath ; Pentecost, the second prime Sabbath ; and the 
Feast of Tabernacles, the third prime Sabbath, i should 
therefore think, in this verse the Evangelist meant 
the second Sabbath after the first day of Unleavened 
Bread, when the wave sheaf was commanded to be 
offered up, and from which the fifty days to Pentecost 
i^hould be reckoned. (Lev. xxiii. 10 — 16.) On this Sab- 
bath-day Jesus and his disciples went through the corn 
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£elds ; and his disciples plucked tlie ears of corn, and did 
eat, rubbing them in their hands. The Pharisees were 
watching them, and immediately construed the act into 
desecration of the Sabbath. By the law, a person while 
passing through a field or a vineyard might pluck and eat, 
(Deut. xxiii. 24, 25,) but not carry any away.** 

" Well, sir," interrupted Hyford, " that is all fair ; I 
had no idea that in the Bible we should find such a thing 
as this mentioned ; but God seeflis to have taught us in 
every respect how we ought to act towards each other." 

"Yes," replied Mr. C ^ "by this law we learn 

several holy lessons of kindness and liberality towards our 
fellow-creatures. It teaches us not to insist upon property 
in small matters, but to be ready to share with others ; to 
be glad to distribute, willing to communicate, and be rich 
in good works ; while we further learn, not to abuse 
kindness, or take an unfair advantage of the generosity 

we experience. The Pharisees," continued Mr. C , 

"were only intent upon proving that our Lord despised the 
law of Moses, for they were well convinced he would 
not reprove his disciples for their plucking and eating the 
corn. But he knew their inmost thoughts, the bitter 
■enmity they bore him, and their anxiety to find him guilty ; 
therefore he reproved them for their unscriptural im- 
positions, and showed that in cases of necessity, ceremo^ 
nidi appointments might lawfully be dispensed with. In 
order to prove the justness of the case, he reminded them 
of David their king, for whose memory they felt the 
deepest veneration ; before he came to the throne, being 
persecuted by Saul, who wanted to kill him, * he went 
into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high 
priest, and did eat the shewbread, which was not lawful 
to eat but for the priests, and gave also to them that were 
with him,' (Mark ii. 25, &c. ; compare 1 Sam. xxi. 3 — 6 ;) 
proving that the hunger felt by David and his men 
was sufficient excuse for their so acting ; therefore, * as the 
Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath, 
the Son of man is Lord also of the Sa'bbath.* (Mark iL 
27, 28.) This simple exposition of the nature and re- 
quirements of the Sabbath are, in my mind," proceeded the 
Pastor, " very beautiful : in few words, it shows the true 
character of the institution, given as a privilege and 
blessing to man, not a day of weariness and fatigue." 

« And yet, sir," interrupted Hyford, " I remember 
when it was both to me. I hated the S«i\3Lb«X\i\ \X q^v.^i^ 
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was in my way, particularly daring harvest ; how many 
times have I inwardly wished it had never been instituted, 
when I have had a large quantity of hay or corn fit to bring 
home, and have not been able to do so for want of light ; and 
then a thunderstorm has come on the Sunday, and stopped 
all my hopes of getting it in the next day. What a rage 
I used to fall into ; just as if I was out of my senses; and 
so, in truth, I was. I have often been tempted to carry on 
the Sunday, but I was ashamed to do so on account of my 
neighbours, not out of fear of God. Sir, we do not esteem 
the Sabbath as we ought, and look upon it« as it really is, 
one of the very greatest blessings that could be bestowed 
on us. You do not think, under any circumstances, we 
farmers are justified in carrying our harvest on a Sunday, 
do you, sir ?" 

" Most decidedly not," answered Mr. C ; " the Lord 

of the Sabbath is Lord also of the fruits of the earth which 
he bestows in mercy upon you, not for your merits or de- 
servings, but out of his compassion and loving-kindness. 
He has given a plain commandment as to the manner in 
which he desires his day to be kept, without making any 
provision for circumstances ; his law is explicit, and runs 
thus : ' Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, 
Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep : for it is a sign her 
tween me and you throughout your generations ; that ye 
may know that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. 
Six days may work be done ; but in the seventh is the 
Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord ; whosoever doeth any 
work in the Sabbath-day, he shall surely be put to death.' 
(Exod. xxxi. 13 — 15.) Nothing can be more positive 
than this; and though it is true, the Jewish Sabbath has 
been succeeded by the Christian, which in remembrance 
of our Lord's resurrection is more properly termed the 
Lord's-day, still the observance of it is equsdly laid upon 
us, yea, I should say, even more so ; for whereas the Jews 
celebrated the goodness and power of Jehovah in his works 
of creation, we are reminded of the still greater love dis- 
played to this sinful world in the finished work of re- 
demption, and can hail with gratitude a portion of time so 
graciously bestowed, to be set apart for spiritual inter- 
course with God, and for receiving, through the means of 
grace, those blessings which he has promised to bestow. 
Persons who abuse the Sabbath-hours cast away their 
mercies, and when life draws near its close, they will then 
lament over opportunities lost, never to be recaUed." 
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** We will now return to oar chapter," said Mr. C- 



*' Our Lord, bearing in mind the hypocrisy and malevo- 
lence of the Jews, went another Sabbath after the trans- 
actions we have been consideridg, into the synagogue and 
taught. Amongst the congregation was a poor creature 
with a withered hand : our dear compassionate Saviour 
regarded him with pity, and the Pharisees, who were 
fuUy sensible of his mercy and benevolence, ever alive to 
repairing the miseries sin had produced, watched him with 
the utmost attention. Having commanded the man to 
stand forth, he turned to them and said, ^ Is it lawful to 
do good on the Sabbath-days, or to do evil ? to save life, 
or to kill ? (Mark iii. 4.) Could he have asked a fairer 
question ? They felt the force of it and held their peace, 
for they were determined to resist the truth. Poor mise- 
rable men ! he looked round on them with anger, ^ being 
grieved for the hardness of their hearts,' and well might 
they tremble ; but they were blinded to a sense of their 
state, and knew nothing of him before whom they 
stood.** 

" I think, sir," said Mrs. Basil, " there is a singular 
beauty in the idea that our Lord looked on the Pharisees 
in anger through grief for their hardness of heart and 
unbelief. It does not seem to imply wrath.** 

" No," replied Mr. C , " anger here means that 

holy indignation our Lord felt for the determined ob- 
stinacy of these men. They were bent upon opposing 
him out of hatred to his person, the superiority, the 
purity of his life and doctrine, in all which he condemned 
them by his own consistency. Just anger consists in 
displeasure with the sin, not with the sinner ; for instance, 
the judge sentences the criminal to death ; he bears no 
enmity to his unhappy fellow-creature ; on the contrary, he 
often pronounces the awful sentence with faltering lips 
and tears of compassion ; but still he says he must die, 
and thus shows his abhorrence of the crime that leads him 
to the scaffold. In the verse before us, when Jesus had 
looked upon all those opposed to him, he determined to 
show his superiority by saying to the man, ^ Stretch forth 
thine band,' which was instantly restored whole as the 
other. (Mark iii. 5.) This filled them with madness, and 
they communed one with another what they might do to 
Jesus, each sect and party forgetting their differences of 
opinion in order that they might deliver themselves from 
the common enemy. But the bour for fulfilling hi& '^xsl'c^ 
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poses of love was not yet come, therefore lie ^ withdrew 
himself with his disciples to the sea : and a great mul- 
titude followed him from Galilee, and from Jerusalem, and 
from Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan ; and they aboot 
Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when thej had heard 
what great things he did, came unto him. And he healed 
many ; insomuch that they pressed upon him, to touch 
him, as many as had plagues. And unclean spirits, when 
they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, 
Thou art the Son of God. And he straitly charged them 
that they should not make him known.' (Compare Mark 
iii. 7, &c. with Matt. xii. 15.) Yes, the devils knew 
him, they had felt his fearful vengeance in that dread 
hour when they and their apostate leader were cast out of 
the abodes of light, and, though veiled in humanity, they 
knew him to be the Son of Gixl with power visitiiig his 
creature man for such purposes of goodness, mercy, and 
love as filled the minds of angels with astonishment, and 
the spirits of the lost with envy, hatred, and unutterable 
disappointment. Then was fulfilled that which was fore- 
told by the prophet Isaiah, chap. xlii. 1 — 4, saying: 
* Behold my servant, whom I have chosen ; my beloved, 
in whom my soul is well pleased : I will put my Spirit 
upon him, and he shall show judgment unto the Gentiles. 
Be shall not strive, nor cry ; neither shall any man hear 
his voice in the streets. A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and smoking fax shall he not quench, till he send 
forth judgment unto victory. And in his name shall the 
Gentiles trust.' " 

" Will you just stand still here, sir," said Hyford, "for 
a minute or two, and unravel the meaning of these verses 
for us who are ignorant ?" 

"Willingly," repHed Mr. G kindly; "you know 

such a request as this gives us all pleasure, more par- 
ticularly as the text before us is one that highly exalts the 
office and character of Jesus ; and first, he is spoken of 
as a 'servant' to execute his Divine Father's will as 
Mediator, in working out our redemption — ' My Servant, 
whom I have chosen.' Truly, herein is the love of Grod 
made manifest, because he sent his only-begotten Son into 
the world that we might live through him. (1 John iv. 9.) 
He was 'the beloved,' in whom he was ^well pleased,' 
(Matt. xviL 6,) and as such commanded the wondering 
multitude to attend to him, for he was appointed from 
everlasting to establish a kingdom that should never he 
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moved, and a dominion that should extend throughout tlie 
world. Jews and Gentiles should he equally his subjects, 
for the line of separation should he for ever destroyed, 
and all should be one in him, where there is neither Greek 
nor Jew, no earthly distinction, for Christ must be all, and 
kk all. Again, it is expressly foretold that he should pa- 
tiently endure the contradiction of sinners against himself, 
and though he should meet with much opposition, and be 
grieved witli the ingratitude of the world, still nothing 
would move or turn him aside from hia wondrous-mighty 
task^ the salvation of man! I cannot express myself as 
I would," added the Pastor, " on this mighty theme — the 
love of the Divine Three to their guilty creatures is be- 
yond the words of created beings to express. ^ Man shall 
find mercy,' was the decree of the Most High, and well 
and truly he accomplished it ; and from that astonishing 
hour to the present moment, the glorious effects have been 
experienced, and the tender faint-hearted believer has 
been upheld ; and those whose faith is but as a little spark, 
find it constantly, hourly renewed and strengthened, by 
the daily feedings of the Spirit from on high, until it 
towers over every obstacle, and mounts in a bright un- 
clouded flame up to the throne of God. Far would I 
travel on the wings of faith, to see the sequel of the ac- 
complishment of this glorious prophecy — the power of 
Jesus is to * send forth judgment unto victory,' and the 
most distant nations are waiting to obey it. May it be 
the happy, the distinguished lot of England to stand forth 
the first amongst the nations in this glorious work, the 
sending forth the Gospel of Jesus ; we know the blessing 
it has proved to ourselves, and we should hasten to give it 
to our brethren. Why is England the first of the nations? 
Because it is the land of the Bible, and her people read it. 
Xxx>k at our villages, our towns, our domestic circles — can 
any other country compete with us ? No. In the honest 
pride of an Englishman, I repeat, iVb. And why ? Because 
the Sabbath is honoured, because the Bible is in the hands 
of the aged and the poor, because it is taught to our chil- 
dren, and the lisping lips of infancy are instructed in its 
glorious truths ; and oh ! may it increase more and more ; 
and may we give a willing help to others also, that they 
may be partakers of our privileges and mercies, and that 
we may be the honoured instruments in our Redeemer's 
hands of sending forth the light of his truth, and be em- 
ployed by him in that mighty cause which is to send forth 
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judgment (that is, the Gospel) anto victorj. Now, Mr. 
Hyford," said Mr, C , '* you see how fullj this pro- 
phecy receives its accomplishment in the great ^person and 
work of the Redeemer, who, when he had performed hid 
miracle on the man with the withered hand, and silenced 
the devils who proclaimed his real nature, went up into a 
mountain to pray, and ' continued all night in prayer to 
God.' What an example is here set before us ! The 
perfect Jesus retires from the noise and observation of the 
multitude to commune with his Divine Father, and in 
this likewise has set us an example worthy of our imitation. 
Alas ! we often think much of a few minutes spent in this 
service, and find it difficult to retain our attention ; bat 
how little we know how to estimate our privil^es. Surely 
of all the favours conferred upon us as believers, this is 
one of the chief; thus converse is maintained and carried 
on between the Most High and his creature ; it is the 
way whereby the redeemed soul may approach the throne 
of glory, and pour out all his wants and unburden him- 
self of his sorrows. ' Through Jesus we have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father,' (Ephes. ii. 18 ;) and for onr 
encouragement he has told us that whatsoever we ask in 
his name, will be given us. Imitate then the example 
your Saviour has set before you. Go, meet your Grod 
and Father in this blessed ordinance of his own appoint- 
ment, plead his promises, ' which are all yea and amen, 
that is, ratified and cpnfirmed in Christ Jesus,' and all 
will be well with you. When our Lord came down the 
next morning from the mountain, he called to him his 
disciples, those men who, struck with his miracles and 
doctrine, were led to see he must be the promised Messiah. 
Most of them, in all probability, had heard John the 
Baptist preach, and had their minds prepared for the sub- 
limer doctrines of Jesus, which induced them to become 
his constant companions, and journey with him whither- 
soever he went. Out of these he now selected twelve^ 
answering to the twelve tribes of Israel, thus honoured 
beyond all other men in being his chosen messengers, sent 
forth especially to proclaim his kingdom, and convey the 
glad tidings of salvation to lost mankind. Their names 
have been left on record, and in the Gospel now before us, 
viz. Luke vi. are thus recorded : ^ Simon (whom he 
also named Peter) and Andrew his brother, James and 
John, Philip and Bartholomew, Matthew and Thomas, 
James the son of Alphseus, and Simon called Zelotes, jind 
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Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which 
also was the traitor.' " (Verses 14 — 16.) 

" Is it known, sir," said Mr. Hill, " what became of 
these men ? Were they killed for belonging to our Lord, 
after he was so barbarously put to death, or did they die 
naturally ? I have often wished to learn something about 
them aU." 

** By referring to a very old and valuable book," replied 

Mr. C y " I can gratify your curiosity, and I am sure 

all present will be equally interested with yourself in the 
information I, have it in my power to give you. We will 
begin with Peter, the first of those whom our gracious 
Lord honoured with a command to follow him, — the ardent, 
affectionate, but rash and hasty Peter. He was the son 
of Jonah or Jonas, a poor fisherman of Bethsaida, a city 
in Upper Gtdilee, belonging to the tribe of Naphtali. At 
his circumcision he received the name of Simon, to which 
Jesus added that of Cephas, signifying a stone, or rock ; 
hence the name of Peter, whereby he is generally known. 
In the Acts of the Apostles we read of his preaching, 
travels, and sufferings ; but for the remainder of his 
history, we are dependent upon the ancient writers of the 
Church. He was prisoner with St. Paul eight or nine 
months at Rome, during the reign of the Emperor Nero, 
who sentenced him to be crucified — a sentence which 
afforded him pleasure, inasmuch as it reminded him of his 
beloved Lord ; but not feeling himself worthy to tread in 
his footsteps, he suffered with his head downwards at his 
own request. Andrew was brother to Peter ; after our 
Lord's ascension, and the descent of the Holy Ghost, he 
travelled through Galatia, preaching the glad tidings of 
salvation to the Gentiles. After labouring in many cities 
in Thrace, Macedonia, and other southern European pro- 
vinces, he finally settled in Patra, a city of Achaia, where, 
having converted the wife of the proconsul, he was con- 
demned first to be cruelly scourged, and then tied to a 
cross with cords, in order to render his death more linger- 
ing ; here he remained two days, exhorting those who 
surrounded him to be steadfast to the faith he had taught 
them. When he was dead, the proconsul's wife ordered 
his body to be embalmed :* 162 years afterwards, it was 
removed to a church in Constantiuople, built by the Em- 
peror Constantine in honour of the Apostles, but was not 
permitted to remain there, for the Emperor Justinian, 
200 years afterwards, returned it to its fotu\^x T^%\S\>«r 



10 NEW TESTAMENT HI8TOBIE8. 

place. James, the brother of John, was sumamed the 
Great, to distinguish him from another James somamed 
the Less, whom we shall come to presently. He was one 
of those whom our gracious Lord promis^ should become 
* fishers of men ;' and having fulfOled his ministry was 
the first of the twelve who obtained the martyr's crown, 
being slain by order of Herod Agrippa. (See Acts xi. 1, 2.) 
The beloved John, as I before mentioned, was the brother 
of James ; both were the sons of Zebedee and Mary, also 
called Salome, one of those happy women who were 
chosen to be the first witnesses of the resorrectioiL 
(Mark xvi. 1.) He was the youngest of the Apostles, 
being only 26 when called by Jesus to follow him. It is 
said he dwelt in his own house at Jerusalem until the death 
of the Virgin Mary, which we are told occurred in the 
year 48 ; he then journeyed into Asia, and founded several 
churches ; at last falling under the notice of the cruel 
Koman emperor Domitian, who had published a decree 
for the destruction of the Christians, the Apostle was sent 
bound to Kome, where he was thrown into a caldron of 
boiling oil, but came out without injury. He was then 
banished into the Isle of Patmos, to work in the mines, 
where, as you know, he wrote the book of Revelation. 
(Rev. i. 9.) He died a natural death at Ephesus, being 
upwards of 98 years old. Philip was a native of Beth- 
saida, and in Acts viii. we read of his being especially 
sent by the Holy Spirit to instruct the Ethiopian officer, 
and then conveyed miraculously away. It is recorded 
that he went to Hierapolis, a rich and populous city, where 
by his prayers he procured the destruction of a large 
serpent, that spread such terror into the inhabitants that 
they worshipped it, as a means of pacifying its fury. The 
Apostle showed them so forcibly their folly, that many 
embraced the faith of Christ, which incensed the highor 
powers, who caused him to be scourged, and then hanged 
to a pillar. His sister constantly travelled with him, and 
was permitted to bury him. While his companion Bar- 
tholomew, though nailed to a cross, was not executed then, 
but being set at liberty went into Armenia, where he was 
fiayed alive, and his body, after being carried from place 
to place, at last was buried' in Rome. The Evangelist 
St. Matthew, you know, was likewise named Levi, and 
was called to leave his profession as tax-collector in order 
to follow Jesus. He was the first that wrote an account 
of the life, doctrine, miracles, death, and resurrection of 
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our Lord, and it is said that Bartholomew took a copy of 
his Gospel with him into India, where he left it. He was 
pat to death with a sword in Ethiopia, ahout 70 years 
aflter Christ. Thomas, if you remember, was surnamed 
Dydimus ; though at first ^veak, incredulous, and obstinate 
in believing the truth of his dear Lord's resurrection, no 
sooner was he convinced of its reality, than he became 
unwearied in preaching the truth, travelling into far dis- 
tant lands, and visiting the most barbarous nations, without 
any regard to his own safety. His zeal hastened his end, 
for the idolatrous priests, fearing the loss of their gains, 
as the consequence of the increase of the Word of Life, 
followed him to a sequestered spot, and while he was en- 
gaged in prayer cruelly murdered him, a.d. 66. James 
&e Less, called also the Just, from the great holiness of 
his life, was martyred the same time as Philip, by being 
taken to the top of the Temple and thrown down; but not 
being kiUed, they began to stone him ; when one, more 
merciful than the rest, put an end to his sufferings by 
b«ating out his brains with a club. Of Simon Zelotes, 
there is little said in the Gospel ; he travelled much in 
Africa, and finally came over to this country, where it is 
recorded he converted many, and it is supposed he was put 
to death, and buried in Britain, but other writers say that 
he suffered martyrdom in Persia. And lastly, we are 
called upon to notice Judas — the traitor Judas ; but how ? 
Alas ! it had been * good for him if he had never been 
bom.' But a fearful lesson has been thus conveyed to all 
professors of true religion. We may be followers, yea, 
constant upholders of the truth of Christ ; we may labour 
in the Gospel cause, and appear to be sincere ; but all 
this, and more, did Judas. He was always with his Divine 
Master, he went forth to teach, and was endued with the 
same miraculous powers as the rest, (see Matt. x. ;) but 
the root of the matter was not in him ; he was a preacher, 
a sayer of the word, a bold professor, but not a doer — ^his 
religion consisted in talk, in head-knowledge, in knowing 
his Master's will ; but, my dear friends, all this was totally 
vain ; and he stands forth as an example and warning to 
all who call themselves followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Unless our faith is accompanied by practice, it is a dead 
faith ; unless our knowledge is proved by the works of 
love, which induce us to do the will of God from the heart, 
it is perfectly empty ; for a person can only be a true dis- 
ciple of Christ, whose life, and heart, and family, and con- 
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T^ersation is holy, who hates sin, aBd wages war against it, 
both in himself and in the world ; therefore think upon 
Judas, and beware, lest being professed followers of him 
who ' searcheth the heart, and trieth the reins of the 
children of men,' when weighed in the balance, you should 
be found deficient. 

" We have now considered each of the twelve Apostles^ 
and I have endeavoured to give you a brief account of 
them, as far as it has been preserved to us. Thej were 
highly favoured men ; but bear this in mind, they walked 
by sight ; they beheld Jesus, and we may readily under- 
stand that he was of such a nature and appearance as to 
inspire love and respect. This is not our case ; we are called 
upon to walk by faith, as seeing him who is invisible, and 
if such is our happy experience, it is the precious fruit of 
the Lord the Spirit ; for * blessed are they who have not 
seen, and yet have believed/ (John xx. 29.) The dis- 
ciples at this time had not received the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, that was promised to them to console them for 
their loved Master's absence ; his bodily presence we 
have never enjoyed, therefore he graciously supplies the 
deficiency by coming into our hearts, teaching and guiding 
us into the truth, upholding us in the path of duty, and 
bearing witness with our Spirit that we are his." 

" Well, Sir," said Hyford, « and the believer feels that 
God is ever present with him." 

** He does," replied Mr. C , " and it is true, he 

never leaves nor forsakes his people, for * Lo,' says he, 
* I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.' 
(Matt, xxviii. 20.) Consider over the portion we have 
read, it is of vast and infinite importance ; we learn 
thereby the true nature and use of the Sabbath, and of the 
gentle nature of the love borne for us by our Heavenly 
Father. How little is his gracious character compre- 
hended ! We are so inclined to regard him as a great and 
mighty Being able to destroy, that we forget his readiness 
to forgive, and his willingness to receive all, without ex- 
ception, who come to him feeling their need of pardon 
and mercy. 
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« SmcE we parted, Mr. C ," said Mr. Baul, « I have 

been considering some portions of the 6th of St. Lake, 
our last chs^ter, and find that after our Lord had chosen 
hlB twelve apostles, he came down from the mountain, and 
performed many miracles ; he was a blessing eveiTwhere, 
for he was Physician of body and soul, healing those who 
needed it, and instructing the multitudes who desired to 
be taught But this was not all ; we find him looking 
upon the multitude of his disciples, and jdtying them. 
They followed him, for their souls yearned for instruction, 
and it was part of lus wonderful mission to bestow it ; but 
do you think that the discourse recorded here is the same 
as that mentioned in St Matthew ?" 

" No," replied Mr. C ; " if you carefully compare 

the chapter you mention, viz. the 6th of St Luke, with the 
5th, 6th and 7th chapters of St Matthew, which we 
alluded to on a former occasion, you will find that they 
are not the same, though the doctrine and precepts laid 
down are similar, nay, almost the very words. But the 
subjects spoken of in St Luke are fewer than those in 
St. Matthew ; in Luke, the beatitudes or ^blessings are 
four, in Matthew nine ; but all this is of trifling import- 
ance ; let us lay them to heart, and by bringing diem into 
the notice of ourselves and others, give them the atten- 
tion BO justly their due. It is not sufficient for us to hear 
the sayings of Jesus, we must do them ; for we ' deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us,' if we profess to 
belong to him, yet in works deny him ; it is only thus 
that we can know whether we are in the faith ; for a bare 
profetiion of rdigion is mockery, .and may be compared to 

^ ^^VSM^^ ^'**i ^^ '^ gnen, and pleasant to look 

and of no intrinsic worth. We 

tlie diBConrse you allude to^ our 

wbere he healed the Centurion's 

Nain, the only time mention 
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is made of his going there. It is said to have been twelve 
or thirteen miles distant from Capernaum ; and it would 
seem as if he went for the express purpose of restoring to 
the weeping widow her beloved son. Much people of the 
city followed the bier, whereon was laid the body of the 
departed ; and just as our Lord arrived at the gates, ho 
met the multitude, who with reverence approached, know- 
ing him to be Jesus the Prophet of Nazareth. At once 
he beheld the mourning parent, and was fiill of S3rmpathy 
and compassion ; he entered into the mother's sorrows, and 
his heart yearned over the miseries occasioned by sin. It 
was at times such as these, that the beauty of our gracious 
Lord's character was developed ; he gently drew near to 
the afflicted one, and whispered to her, * Weep not.' Oh ! 
how could she help it ? Her only son, the comfort and 
support of her old age, was gone, as she supposed^ for ever ; 
and, from henceforth, she was destined to drag on a 
desolate, miserable, lonely existence. But he told her not 
to weep. Why ? Surely he was not going to restore him 
to her ! Yes, my dear friends, he is the Resurrection and 
the Life ; and his power and word can at once recall her 
child, and likewise be to us an earnest of that great and 
mighty voice which shall wake us from our last heavy 
dumber. He approached the bier whereon, in accordance 
with the custom of the country, the body was placed." 

*' Then it was not a coffin, sir," said Hyford, inter- 
rupting. 

** No," replied Mr. C . " Amongst other Jewish cus- 
toms we learn, that infants above a monti^, and less than three 
years old, used to be. borne in men s arms ; but above that 
age, were placed on a bed or bier, and generally attended 
by a numerous concourse of people, which illustrates the 
expression here used, that much people of the city accom- 
panied the mourning widow. Jesus approached, and, 
awed by his majestic look, the bearers stood still in breath* 
lets anxiety as to what would follow. Then, in a voice of 
mild command, he exclaimed, < Young man, I say unto 
tiiee. Arise 1' It was enough, the life-giving power accom- 
panied the words, the Creator spake, and the soul returned 
into its kindred body, that during his future abode on 
mxth, he might glorify his Lord, and be the solace and 
eomfbrt of his parent. How wonderful are such miracles 
as these ! And how truly they prove that a Great Prophet 
has arisen, and that the Lord Jehovah has fulfilled his gra- 
doas promise * of visiting his people*' (Luke NYLA^^) Ttv.^ 
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abode of the Redeemer upon earth is a subject that defies 
the utmost stretch of imagination. The love that conceived 
such a step is beyond human comprehension ; and, when we 
follow his steps, listen to his instructions, and read of his 
miracles, so plainly and simply described, that we fancy 
ourselves present, we are amazed and exclaim, 'Lord, 
what is man, that thou art mindful of him ? and the son of 
man, that thou visitest him?* (Psalm viii. 4;) or ask 
with Solomon, * Will God indeed dwell on the earth ?' 
(1 Kings viii. 27.) Yet, here he was, spealdng, living, 
walking, dwelling with them, partaking of their food and 
shelter, and associating with them as his friends and 
equals. Well may angels wish to look into such wonders 
as these ; and I lament over my own insufficiency to set 
before you these glorious subjects as they deserve. But if, 
by what I have said, I may induce you to read your Bibles 
with more attention and prayer, I shall rejoice; they 
testify of Jesus, and the more you search into* and explore 
them, the more you will discover their hidden treasures, and 
prize them as God's best gift to misguided, wandering 
man. The report of the resurrection of the poor widow's 
son spread in all directions, but we do not read that it 
increased the number of believers ; no, this is the especial 
work of the Spirit of God ; for faith is not pi ^niuct^d by 
outward evidences, it is the immediate work of the Holy 
Ghost, and the people of our Lord's day proved this truth ; 
for they beheld the blind restored to sight, the lame walk- 
ing, the lepers cleansed, the deaf enabled to hear, the 
dead raised to life ; and yet they continued as hardened 
and indifferent to their spiritual wants as ever. But when 
Jesus preached the gospel, and accompanied it by hb 
life-giving power, — ^when he invited the poor and ignorant 
to be partakers of that life he came to bestow, the effect 
was different, and the appeal was not made in vain ; they 
felt they were sinners, and that they needed repentance, 
forgiveness, and a total change of their way of life. May 
it be thus with you ; you have not Jesus personally with 
you ; but that makes no difference ; for lo I he is 
spiritually with his people alway, even unto the end of 
the world. You have your Bible ; in its pages are words 
calculated to ^ve you full information and encouragement, 
for they shall hold good throughout eternity, being uttered 
by him who cannot lie. 

'* Beware lest any of you imitate the Pharisees and 
lawyers, who rejected the counsel of God against. them- 
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selves, and thus wilfully hardened their licarts' to the truth; 
making a jest of the methods adopted by God for their 
good, and caring for nothing of vital importance." 

** Sir." said Mr. Lawrence, " how fearfully is this still 
the case ! the childishness and frivolity of multitudes is 
awfiil. To us who have been led by mercy to see the 
importance of eternity, and the emptiness of time, it 
appears dreadful to behold the hundreds who are pursuing 
empty bubbles. The heaping up of wealth, the anxiety 
to attain honours and titles, appear the main object of exist- 
ence ; and immortal beings are living and acting as if this 
world was their only resting-place. Well and txuly was it 
said by an old writer, ' The world is deceitful ; her end is 
doubtful ; her conclusion horrible ; her Judge is terrible, 
and her punishment is intolerable.' " 

" Most true," said Mr. C . " May God give us 

grace to ' forget the things that are behind, and to press 
forward to those that are before ;* the end of the present 
dispensation is near at hand, and I would that all were 
prepared for their Master's arrival ; but this appears for- 
gotten ; for people say, * Where is the promise of his 
coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the creation.' 
(2 Pet iii. 4.) Yes, the long protracted delay of Jesus 
coming in glory and majesty, lulls the careless to sleep ; 
they fancy it the delusion of weak and crazy brains : but 
not so ; his delay is mercy, his * long-suffering is salvation,' 
(2 Pet iii. 15 ;) for although a great space of time has 
elapsed since his first appearance, it is in mercy ; not that 
man may pursue his fancies, and live as he desires, but 
that he may have time and space for repentance, and 
opportunity to prepare for eternity. 0, eternity! eter- 
nity ! would that you thought and lived more for eternity I 
This life is a dream, a vapour, a passing sunbeam, literally 
of no importance ; you endeavour to hold it, but it escapes 
like a shadow from your grasp ; you wish to make it of 
importance, but alas ! it tells its own tale, that all belong- 
ing to it is vanity. The flattery of youth, and health, and 
strength, whispers to you, *Take your ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry; I will fetch wine, and we will fill our- 
selves with strong drink ; and to-morrow shall be as to-day, 
and much more abundant' (Isaiah IvL 12.) But what'says 
the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh ? ' Thou fool, 
this night shall thy soul be required of thee.' My dear 
friends, I am earnest on this point ; I see the \i<&v(\ft ^V >^<^ 
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multitude are mad ; they are set to do evil ; they live for 
to-day, not knowing or caring for what the morrow may 
produce ; but oh ! that they did but know that after death 
comes the judgment, and then eternity, — that never-ending, 
everlasting state ; surely, were they to think for a moment^ 
they would ask, Whither am I going ? The judgments of 
Grod are now rife ; war and pestilence are the avengers of 
Jehovah's cause abroad, and at home we have famine and 
pestilence at our gates. Through the merciful providence 
of the Most Higk, peace is vouchsafed to us, and these 
loved shores are preserved from the horrors of the sword; 
but England is guilty, and she, too, must be punished; 
but how lightly, how little according to her deserts ! She 
has the scourge of her offended God amidst her people, 
only awaiting his command ; but Mercy yet stays the 
blow, and hitherto, only a few are removed, to warn the 
rest. But suppose ye that these are sinners beyond others, 
because they have become the objects of the Lord^s imme- 
diate notice ? No ; ' Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish ;' and I would entreat you with all the eloquence 
God has given me, to * seek the Lord while he may be 
found, to call upon him while he is near.' (Isaiah Iv. 6.) 
You will excuse my having so long rested here, but I am 
80 anxious for your spiritual welfare, my dear hearers, that 
I feel as if I could never say enough. 

" After our gracious Lord had restored joy to the weep- 
ing widow, and again commanded her son to dwell on 
earth, he went into one of the Pharisees' houses, and sat 
down to meat. This seems to have been a person of some 
consequence, and ready to admit any one who chose to 
come to Jesus. He invited him, for he wished to heax 
and see more of him, though at the same time, considering 
him poor and mean by birth, he did not care to show him 
those tokens of respect which were always paid to illus- 
trious strangers." 

" Ah ! " said Mrs. Basil, " how little did this Pharisee 
think who it was he was entertaining ! had he known the 
privilege he enjoyed, surely he would have been over- 
whelmed with gratitude at such condescension ; but, alas ! 
he judged as we do, from outward appearances, and hence, 
he entertained the Lord of angels unawares." 

" True," replied Mr. C u " And soon he was to 

make himself known by a display of his mercy and gra- 
cious love, in order to accomplish the double purpose of 
reproving eelf-righteous Pharisees, and comforting weeping 
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penitents. It is a beautiful story, calculated to encourage 
and console all who feel the burden of sin, and seek for 
relief from Jesus, the sinner's friend. ' And one of the 
Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And 
he went into the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat. 
And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, 
when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's 
house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at 
his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet 
with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, 
and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment' 
(Verses 36 — 38.) How simply this circumstance is de- 
scribed, and how exquisitely it shows us the sincere, real 
penitent ! The woman was a native of the city, I suppose, 
of Nain, for we do not read of our Lord going elsewhere 
after he had raised the widow's son, although he per- 
formed many miracles, and manifested forth his glory. 
She had mingled with the multitude, and heard him 
preach. Shall we say that curiosity first induced her ? 
No ; it was the gracious motions of the Lord the Spirit, 
who drew her by a way she knew not, and opened her 
heart to receive the truth. He convinced her of sin. The 
pure doctrine of the divine Teacher astonished her ; she 
saw the sad, but faithful picture he drew of her, and 
shrunk from the exposure with disgust ; her former life 
passed in review before her, and she repaembered ' her own 
evil ways, and her doings that were not good, and loathed 
herself in her own sight for her iniquities and for her 
abominations,' (Ezek. xxxvi. 31 ;) with this conviction of 
sin, came also the cheering thought, that he who had thus 
opened her woimds, could heal them. She inwardly felt 
satbfied that he must be the long-promised Messiah, the 
Hope of Israel ; and if so, he could impart to her pardon 
and peace. Unmindful, therefore, of exposing her case, 
she boldly entered the Pharisee's house, and soon beheld 
the object of her search sitting, or rather reclining at the 
table. She immediately went to him, and, overcome with 
the sense of her guilt, torrents of tears poured from her 
eyes on the feet of the benevolent Jesus." 

" On the feet, sir ! " said Hyford ; '* on the feet ! how 
could that be ? '* . 

'* Persons did not sit on chairs as we do," replied Mr. 

C ; ''^ there were couches furnished with bolsters on 

which they leaned while at meals ; and this will account 
for the expression, the * woman stood behind bim^ ^\. \iv& 
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feet, and, unmindful of all who were present, began to 
kiss them, and with her hair wiped away the tears which 
flowed upon them, while she plentifully anointed them 
with the precious ointment she had brought The Phari* 
see observed the whole transaction, and felt disgusted at 
the proceedings.** 

" And why, sir?" said Hyford; ''had he not a heart 
large enough to rejoice over this poor penitent ? '* 

" No," replied Mr. C ; " his natural self-righteouB- 

ness prevailed, and unbelief began also to work, for we 
read that he spake within himself, saying, * This man, if 
he were a prophet, would have known who and what 
manner of woman this is that toucheth him : for she ii 
a sinner.'" (Verse 39.) 

*^ Indeed ! " exclaimed our old friend, with considerable 
contempt ; '' and pray what was he ? . Poor man, I had 
much sooner have been that despised mourner ; methinks 
she was nearer heaven." 

« We shall see," said Mr. C , with a smile ; « « And 

Jesus answering said unto him, Simon^ I have somewhat 
to say unto thee. And he saith, Master, say on. There 
was a certain creditor which had two debtors : the one 
owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when 
they had nothing to pay, he ftunkly forgave them botL 
TeU me therefore, which of them will love him most? 
Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he 
forgave most. And he said unto him. Thou hast rightly 
judged.* (Verses 40 — 43.) How beautiful this paraUe^ 
this short, but simple lesson ! the debtor of five hundred 
pence, and the debtor of fifty, equally treated, equally 
forgiven. And who is this creditor, tins gracious, gene- 
rous benefactor ? No other than the Lord Jehovdi. In 
his sight, all are alike guilty, for ' all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God.* (Rom. iii. 23.) But to 
infinite mercy and boundless grace this makes no dif- 
ference ; all who are poor, and wretched, and miserable, 
and blind, and naked^ are invited to come and receiye 
a free, unconditional pardon, and to listen to the counsel 
of their best and truest friend." 

And what is that, dear sir ?" said Hyford. 
' Even to buy of Jesus gold, tried gold," replied Mr, C— , 
with a bright smile illuminating his countenance; ^' in other 
words, faiSi, which the Holy Ghost, by St Peter, declares 
to be * more precious' than our perishable gold, though it 
has imdergone the purifying of fire, (see I Peter i. 7,) 






NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 6 

and * which is the gift of God,' (Eph. iL 8 ;) bestowed 
freely, * without money, and without price,* (Isa. Iv. 1,) 
upon poor, needy, helpless sinners. This, my friends, 
is the distinguishing property of grace ; all is freely, fully 
bestowed ; merit has nothing to do with it. When the 
Lord saw neither of his debtors could pay him, he forgave 
them both; thus, our position is exactly described. You 
and I, and every one, are in the place of these debtors ; 
some of us to a much larger amount than others, inasmuch 
as we have had more talents, more blessings, greater 
advantages than others ; but when the payment is to 
be made, where are we ? Alas ! all— all insolvent debtors; 
we have nothing to pay. And what would befal us, were 
our divine Creditor to press the debt ? but he sees our 
emptiness, our poverty, and frankly forgives all. Here is 
proof of man's total helplessness, of his inability to do 
an3rthing towards his own salvation, and of the free- 
dom and fulness of the love of God in the person of 
Jesus Christ. The debt must be paid, but he has paid it; 
the demands of justice must be satisfied, but he has done 
lo. Consequently, insolvency on the part of the sinner is 
no preventive to pardon, for all who feel their need may 
apply to the throne of grace, and find their wants sup- 
plied out of their Redeemer's fulness. Oh ! my friends, 
Ute up to your privileges, and honour your Saviour by 
going to him in prayer, beseeching him to look upon you, 
and give you of his tried gold, while he clothes you with 
the white robe of his righteousness, and enables you to 
see the blessings and mercies he has in store for you. 
(Look at Rev. iii. 18.) Now let us hear him apply his 
gracious, beautiful parable to the self-righteous Pharisee. 
* And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, 
Seest thou this woman } I entered into thine house, thou 
gavest me no water for my feet : but she hath washed my 
feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. 
Thou gavest me no kiss : but this woman since the time 
I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with 
oil thou didst not anoint : but this woman hath anointed 
my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say unto thee. Her 
sins, which are many, are forgiven ; for she loved much : 
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little. And 
he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven.' (Verses 44 — 48.) 
' And he turned to the woman ;* this expression is ren- 
dered plain by our recollecting what I said before, that in 
the East people did not sit on chairs, as we do^ but 
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reclined on couches; consequently, the woman stood 
hehind him ; and ivhen he wished to draw the attention 
of Simon to her, and apply his parable, he turned to her, 
and said, ' Seest thou this woman ? I entered into thine 
house, thou gavest me no water for my feet.' ** 

^* What did our Lord mean by this charge of neglect^ 
sir?" said Hyford. 

•* The shoes worn in the East," replied Mr. C 1 

" were merely sandals, or like the soles of our shoes, tied 
on the foot with a band ; consequently, the dust that was 
upon the skin was most disagreeable, and rendered it 
necessary for the health and comfort of the traveller to 
wash as soon as he arrived at his journey's end. It was 
generally the first thing done to a guest by the servants^ 
and our Lord, in the chapter we are considering, re- 
proaches Simon for his want of courtesy and commoD 
attention. But far more acceptable than all the water 
that could have been presented, were the tears of this poor 
penitent; the invitations of mercy that she had heard, 
convinced her of his gracious rea£ness to save ; and the 
more she was oppressed with a sense of sin, the more her 
soul melted at the thoughts of pardoning love." 

*' Sir, I well understand this,'* said the farmer, with 
much emotion; ''the greater our debt, the greater our 
gratitude for seeing it crossed out of the creditor's books ; 
This poor woman's thankfulness was shown by her tears. 
Men do not cry like women, but their hearts, when touched 
by Grod's grace, are as soft, and they, too, feel the value of 
redeeming love to an extent they often have not words to 
express. I sometimes am so happy and overjoyed," added 
the old man, " that I hardly know how to contain mysdf, 
and my soul seems ready to leap out of its tenement of day." 

" Then you have no doubts, Mr. Hyford, to cast you 
down,*' said Mr. Lawrence. 

" Doubts, sir, doubts ? " replied Hyford. " Why should 
I doubt ? Doubts dishonour our dear Lord ; he has pro- 
mised ' never to cast out those who come to him,' (John 
vi. 37,) ' never to leave them or forsake them,' (Heb. ziii. 
5,) and I believe him, for he is Truth itself, and cannot 
lie ; so I have scattered my doubts to the winds long ago^ 
and I promise you, I never intend picking them up again." 

*' Happy old man ! " whbpered Mrs. Basil, " I wish we 
were all more like him." 

''J have another remark to m«ke ," oViwrv^d Mr. C— -, 
*^with regard to the woman we axe «^e«2^\ii^ oi. Mxxsl^ 
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had washed her Lord's feet with her tears she wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. You, my friends/' added 
the pastor, turning to the side of the room occupied by 
the formers, '^ may recollect what I said on the subject of 
hair when I endeavoured to make }K)u comprehend that all 
such productions are the type of natural righteousness, 
or more properly speaking, of those amiatile dispositions 
and feelings which all persons possess, either more or less ; 
hence we learn from this action of this poor weeping 
penitent, that she cast herself as totally helpless and naked 
at her Saviour^s feet, disclaiming any righteousness, any 
goodness of her own, and came to Jesus to receive that 
comfort and pardon which she felt he could bestow. Our 
gracious Lord understood all this, for the inmost recesses 
of the heart are well known to him, wherefore, turning to 
her, he said, * Thy sins are forgiven.* (Verse 48.) Oh, 
happy woman, thus to receive pardon from her Judge ! 
thus to be assured that all was well ! Surely, the state of 
her soul was enviable, and which only a pardoned sinner 
can comprehend ; he, too, can rejoice when the Spirit bears 
witness with his spirit that he is washed, and justified, and 
sanctified, making it as evident to the conscience as if he 
had heard it declared even as this woman did. And now 
tell me what was it that produced this wonderful, happy 
change in her ? Was it her tears — ^her anointing — ^her 
humiHty ? No, none. of them ; in the fiftieth verse we are 
told that it was her faith. * Jesus said to the woman, Thy 
faith hath saved thee; go in peace.' Learn, then, my 
dear friends, that salvation lies not in anything man can 
do. How I wish I could impress this great truth more upon 
your minds! The natural, unconverted heart is continually 
looking inwards, and with complacent self-sufficiency ex- 
claims, ' What shall 1 do to inherit eternal life ? ' (Matt, 
xiz. 16;) but where the Lord the Spirit has obtained 
possession, there self is dethroned. True faith brings 
nothing to recommend itself, for it feels it has nothing ; 
sensible of its wants, it comes to Jesus empty handed in 
order to be supplied* out of his fulness ; it is aware that its 
tears, its repentance, are not worth his acceptance, and 
that if the Almighty Father adopts the creature into his 
family, receiving .him as his child, and bestowing upon 
him suitable privileges and favours, it is entirely of hb free 
grace and boundless mercy in Christ Jesus, who ^qtl^\^ 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life." 

We must go back a verse, bit,'' Mad '^t.'^^s^n 
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" will you tell us how you undentand the forty-seventh 
verse V 

" With pleasure," replied the pastor. " * Wherefore 
I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven ; 
for she loved much : J)ut to whom little is forgiven, the 
same loveth little.' After enumerating the offices of love 
she had tendered to him« and of which Simon had heen so 
deficient, he silenced his pharisaic pride effectually hy 
adding, that her sins, with all their numerous aggrava- 
tions, were entirely pardoned ; and as the consequence of 
such unlocked for, unhounded goodness, she would be 
filled with love for the rest of her life to the triune Jehovah, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; for remember it is written, 
* We love him, because he first loved us.' And again, 
' In this was manifested the love of God towards us, 
because that God sent his only-begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, 
not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.* (1 John iv. 9, 10.) 
This is the great leading doctrine of the Bible ; salvation 
is foimded on the love of God to his sinful creatures, and 
was arranged in the abodes of glory before the worlds 
were called into existence ; Jesus, therefore, was the pro- 
raised One, for in him is contained a ratification of all the 
promises which commenced as soon as Adam fell, and 
were the delight and consolation of the Old Testament 
believers, who, though they had only seen them in the 
distance, as it were; * were persuaded of them, and em- 
braced them, and were willing to become strangers and 
pilgrims here below, for the sake of that better country 

they so earnestly desired.' And here," said Mr. C j as 

he closed his book, *' we complete this interesting history. 
Who this woman was, is not certainly known. Some think 
it was Mary Magdalene ; perhaps so ; that she was a 
citizen of Nain is evident, and is a circumstance that 
appears to have been overlooked ; but our Lord does not 
appear to have quitted the place where he had bestowed 
such a blessing on the widow; on the contrary, con- 
tinued there some days, for he received a deputation from 
John the Baptist, who was in prison, and performed 
many deeds of healing to convince tjie men whom he sent 
that he was in truth the long-expected Messiah. 
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" I HATE entered upon a migfatj BatgteA, my dew 
frieods,' Bud the iw5tor to faia ezpectuit, interested peo- 
ple, " utd I feel mj insaffieieiKr. Who can follow tbe 
footsteps of Emmanoel ? Extrj miracle he performed, 
every word he nttn«d, ereij Kt of kindness he showed, 
erery precept he gave ; so perfect, so lovely, so exactly 
what was necessary, and what was right — that while 
thought i» elevated, words are denied, and I cannot, u I 
would, describe to yon the love of the Redeemer to lost 
and mined man. But here I am wrong — for, says Jeluh 
vah, ' Who made man's month? have not I tbe Lord?" 
(Exod. iv. 11.) If so, tbe work is his, and in Us 
strength, and under the teaching and gnidance of hi) 
Spirit, wonld I address yon this day, fanmbly hoping that 
his gracious promise may be fulfilled of assisting me, 
and that the portion I have selected for yonr inBtroctioD 
may be blest to all." 

" This is rights air," said Mr. Lawrence ; " when i 
minister preaches not himself, but Christ Jesns the L«4 
a blessing is sure to attend his mission ; he goes forth h 
the Dinbiissador of Heaven's high King, prodaimingpaidon 
nnil peace ; the words are not his, bnt his Master's, with 
whoso credentials he is fumiBhed, therefore all he hM to 
do is to deliver his message faithfully." 

" Thank you, my dear Mend," said Mr. C , '" jm 

vurd gpoken in due season, how good 

W« will flow open our Bibles at tiie 

a verse : ' And ibej 

I, which is over 

r this interestiag 

ras at Nain ; then 

' widow's tears, mi 




~*.ping peoileW- 
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veeping ; for alaal from one couw ud another, tears 
have innumerable and inexhaostilile springs ; tixej are 
melancholy accompaniments of fallen human nature. It 
was especiallj foretold of Jesus, that he shonld he a 'man 
of Borrows and acquunted with grief,' (Isa. liiL 3 ;) and 
truly it was fulfilled to the letter, both in his own person, 
and in the cases of distress and misery that crowded upon 
hie notice, travel whithereoever he would. The erenf 
recorded in onr present chapter is one of the deepest 
intwest i we have not far to go to witness the effecte of 
sin, and the contioaed, unwearied maliee of our great 
isdversary the Devil The curse that accompanied the 
fall of our first parents is manifest to us ail, and we are 
daily feeling it in our own sad experience. Sickness, 
old age, and death, are continually beibre onr eyes, and 
tell us this is not our home ; while ih6se who are enli^t- 
eaed by the Spirit of Gkid, mourn and weep over their 
inbred sin, and pray for that time to arrive wfaea there 
dull be 'no more curse, and when the former things shall 
hare passed away.' But as I said before, we have not 
only the sorrow attendant upon un to contend with, but 
we have the deep, unwearied malice of Satan, the Prince 
of Darkness, our great spiritual foe. He began to erect 
his kingdom in thja world, as soon as he found subjects ; 
fiir wh^ our first parents were fixed in Sden, he inter- 
rupted their domestic harmony by seducing theoi to 
diaobey the divine command, and eat of that fruit whereof 
Ood had said : ' In the day thou eatest thereof, thou sfaalt 
ively die,' (Gen.ii. 17 ;) from that hour to the present 
«e witness the constant effects of this fearful sentence. 
Bahidd the sorrows that overspread the earth, the miseries 
amrj day produces, the bitter trials we are each in our 
tKB MUed upon to endnre, and trace them all to their 
true source. Sin, tlie offspring of Satan, our deadly, 
cruel enemy. But, my dear friends," added the pastor, 
" it ia when we behold the works of the Devil, when we 
consider the wretched confusion he laboured to introduce, 
that we are led to admire and adore the goodness of him 
who came to destroy hie power, and regain Paradise for 
man. We have seen liim in the lonely wilderness with 
only the wild beasts for his companions, and for forty 
dayi endure the hateful presence of the power of dark- 
ness, (s^-'^'-acte ;) and why was thisl St.'£Mi\.\i^ia\jL*» 
i!*' ^ '-ig tempted, thatUe im^Vsww*«i.t 

Spted," (Heb. ii. 10.") AjA ais»» 
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that he might complete that mighty conquest^ and signal 
vengeance. over his enemy, that he began even in Eden, 
and which shall ere long receive its full and complete 
accomplishment." 

" Oh, sir," said H3rford, " that will be a glorious time ; 
then indeed there will be no more curse." 

" No," replied Mr. C , " * for the former things will 

have passed away,' (Rev. xxi 4 ;) and man, freed from 
his tempter, and full of the Spirit of the Lord, shall 
rejoice for ever in his glorious deliverance, a faint resem* 
blance to which is to be seen in the history before us. 
We read that when our Lord and his disciples had 
landed in the country of the Gradarenes, ^ there met 
him out of the city a certain man, which had devils long 
time, and ware no clothes, neither abode in any house, 
but in the tombs,' (Luke viii. 27.) What a history 
of misery is this I What a tale it unfolds of the con« 
sequences of being under the dominion of the powers of 
darkness. This man no doubt was well known, and 
equally dreaded. Under the influence of hell, his acts 
were those of a madman ; no human habitation was fit 
for him, he could not associate with man, he preferred the 
dwellings of the dead — there, outcast and naked, the 
terror of all who beheld him, he dragged on such an 
existence, as, blessed be God, we can scarcely conceiTe. 
How fearfully does the state of this demoniac prove what 
kind of sovereignty the devil would exercise over man if 
he could ; here we behold him in his true colours, venting 
his infernal rage against one who could not resist him ; 
and what a contradiction it is to all his offers of happiness 
and greatness if we will but fall down and worship him. 
My dear friends,. profit by this awful lesson, and beware 
of your great spiritual foe who ' is daily seeking whom he 
may devour ;' and do not let us imagine that his fiiry 
was especially manifested in our Saviour^s time. Alas ! 
no such thing. Were we to go into the lanes of our 
great cities, what scenes of iniquity should we behold— 
creatures with souls that must live for ever, dragging on 
an existence little better than the brutes, and .in the 
general way, totally ignorant of the Lord who bought them. 
Go to the ministers, the pastors, whose charges comprise 
thousands of souls, and they will tell you of the fuirfol 
extent of Satan's kingdom ; go to our City Missionaries, 
^/lose faithful men who axe to \>e ^o\m^^«vx\T\%A^<^ abodes 
of misery and guilt, and w\ioae \ri^^ «x^ «^coX \\i^ax^|fB^ 
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the wretched inmates to flee from the wrath to come ; go 
into our poor-houses, our prisons^ our ships, our manufac- 
tories, our cottages, and behold the awful extent of the 
dominions of the Prince of Darkness. And as was the 
miserable wretch in the Gospel, so are thej sinners by 
nature, and corrupt in thought^ word and deed ; ' their 
minds are set to do evil,' (Ecdes. viiL 11 ;) there b none 
among them that understands or seeks after God ; they 
know nothing of the great cause wherefore they were 
ereated, even for the glory of Gk)d, and to serve him for 
ever ; cursing, swearing, and vile language is the employ- 
ment of that tongue which was given them for the pur- 
pose of prayer and praise ; while upon the slightest 
occasions they scruple not to shed blood either for the 
gratification of avarice or revenge. I ask you, my hearers, 
is this picture overdrawn 9 is it not only a short history 
of the crimes we read of in every newspaper we take up ? 
Alas ! it is fearfuUy and faithfully true, and such may 
behold themselves in the poor demoniac of whom we are 
reading. J^ke him, too, they are naked — ^they wear no 
clothes ; and this is well nigh literally so, while it is cer- 
tainly spiritually true." 

** True enough, sir," said Hyford, " for I never yet 
saw a downright wicked poor man or woman, that did 
not look dirty, and mean, and ragged : from their outside 
appearance I can give a very tolerable guess what master 
they serve ; it is their livery coat, sir." 

" I think you are right," said Mr. C y smiling ; " but 

if their bodies present such a spectacle, oh, think of their 
souls ! Polluted, guilty, deformed by every species of sin, 
they appear before the Holy Lord God naked and vile, 
no righteousness to cover them, nothing to recommend 
ihem, but exhibiting, as it were, the blackness of darkness, 
snd suitable tenants for the tombs, the abodes of death and 
corruption. My heart is sad," continued the pastor, '^ at so 
melancholy a detail ; it is one I never so largely touched 
upon before, but our subject demanded it, as it is an exact 
emblem of thousands, alas ! of hundreds of thousands of 
our fellow-mortals, and I would they could see the picture 
drawn of them in the Scriptures of truth before ^ that great 
and dreadful day of the Lord, when he shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking 
yengeance on them that know not Grod, and \ka\> c^ie^ tv^V* 
the Grospel o£ our Lord Jesus Christ : wVio ^«S\\i^ ^\>»r 
tBbed with everlastiDg destruction from tlie -^T^^etiRfe «J^ 
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the Lord, and from the glory of his power ; when he shall 
come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all 
them that believe/ (2 Thess. i. 7 — 10.) Pity, divine 
pity filled the soul. of Jesus as he looked upon the miser- 
able slave of Satan's malice, trembling before him, and 
we must now dwell upon the power he manifested to 
counteract and defeat it, as it presents to us a striking 
display of his faithfulness and love. He not only visited 
this earth to die for man, but to lead captivity captive; 
to teach the powers of darkness a lesson they had yet 
to learn, namely, that his mighty arm keeps them under, 
and that they can go no farther than he permits. The 
aim of Satan is to destroy both body and soul in hell, but 
blessed be God, he shall not be able to take the feeblest 
of the Redeemer's flock out of his fold ; but if permitted 
for a time to triumph, it is only to render his defeat and 
degradation more manifest and complete ; for as we learn 
that sin hurled him out of heaven at first, so will it con- 
fine him in chains of darkness for ever and ever. And 
now let us turn to the demoniac : ^ When hefsaw Jesus, 
he cried out, and fell down before him, and with a loud 
voice said. What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 
of God most high ? I beseech thee, torment me not.' 
In reply to this address, ' Jesus asked him, saying, What 
is thy name? And he said, Legion.' And why this 
name, the reason is given in these words — ' because many 
devils were entered into him.' (Verses 28, 30.) What a 
strange, wonderful view do these verses give of the power 
and yet helplessness of the spirits of evil 1 Permitted 
for a time to dwell in this man, behold the consequences,— 
madness to such a fearful extent that he was unfit for the 
society of his fellow-creatures, and endued with such 
dreadful supernatural strength, that though he had been 
bound with fetters and chains, he broke them all, and went 
whithersoever his tormentor drove him." 

" Oh sir," said Hyford, " this history makes me 
shudder. I have often heard it read, but never before did 
I think so much of the fearful being we have to contend 
with. And then, sir, when I recollect the numberless 
times I have called upon him, yes, I may say, invited him 
to come to me, to have me, if I did not such or such a 
thing — ^it perfectly terrifies me to reflect upon it ; for 
what would have become of me if God had taken me at 
mjr word I People do not know 7j\i«X tNx^^ «wt^ ^wjSskj^^^vt^ 
when they use the devii's name \iO fees^^ \w ^^esa \^ 
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conversation; were they given up to him as this poor man 
was, they would soon be weary of their master ; — ^but pray 
go on, sir/' 

" The unhappy man," continued Mr. C , " had no 

control over himself ; he was so completely possessed, that 
he was compelled to speak and act as the spirits dictated ; 
and behold the power of Jesus ! Though frantic in 
general, though the dangerous foe of man, no sooner did 
he behold the Eedeemer, than an unknown influence came 
over him, and involuntarily he cried out, and fell at his 
feet full of terror and dismay, saying, * What have I to 
do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high ? ' Well 
might the devil ask this question, for with Jesus he had 
nothing to do ; the lost spirits are shut out from mercy, 
that pity and love which has been bestowed upon man is 
denied to them ; they have no Saviour to redeem them, 
no Mediator to plead for them, for ^ verily Jesus took not 
on him the nature of angels, but he took on him the seed 
of Abraham,' (Heb. ii. 16,) and thus becomes the hope 
and consolation, the comfort and support of every human 
creature who has been taught by the Holy Spirit his need 
of a Saviour. The devils knew him, they had beforetime 
experienced his vengeance and power. * I beseech thee, 
torment me not,* was their dreadful cry ; they knew that 
judgment without mercy is reserved for them ; and, my 
friends, we have no words to express, no power to com- 
prehend the full extent of the horrors of that condition 
which experiences nothing of the mercy of God. For it 
is written, * Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands 
be strong, in the days that I shall deal with thee ? I the 
Lord have spoken it, and will do it.' (Ezek. xxii. 14.) 
Tes, in that day, the day of the Lord, * with his sore and 
great and strong sword shall he punish leviathan (Satan) 
the piercing serpent, even leviathan that crooked serpent; 
and he shall slay the dragon that is in the sea,' (Isa. xxvii. 
1,) that is, the enemies of his church, his redeemed people, 
scattered throughout the world, or amongst the nations. 
But the time of these miserable ones has not arrived ; 
the hour of Divine vengeance has not come ; still they 
are permitted to go abroad on the earth, deceiving the 
proud, the vain-glorious, the self-righteous, who depend on 
their own strength, and know nothing of the foe that is 
constantly lurking near them." 

" How true,'*asdd Mr. Lawrence ; " yj© fox^eX. coxv\atl\>sjJ\i 
0ur Lord's warning: * Watch and pxay, le^l 7^ eiv^ftx Vo^» 
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temptation,* (Markxiv. 38 ;) for tempted we are, and must 
be, ad long as we are in the flesh; and with so powerful an 
enemy within as our own corrupt hearts, we need con- 
stantly to look to the Lord to hold us up that we may be 
safe, and not give our foes an opportunity of triumpL 
Your history to-day, sir, proves they can only go as far 
as Omnipotence permits." 

" No," replied Mr. C , " for observe the whole 

detail — it is most curious — the devils evidently knew and 
felt that their sway and dominion over this wretched man 
was drawing to a close — terror overwhelmed them, and 
involuntarily they bowed before him, for who can stand 
before this mighty Lord God ? Jehovah, veiled in human 
nature, was before them, and they his creatures, his 
rebellious creatures, were again to be defeated and put to 
shame, even in the presence of man, the being he de- 
spised and hated. But deep as was the humiliation, any 
thing was better than hell, therefore they besought him to 
restrain his vengeance yet a little, and delay the time ; for 
it is written : ' They besought him that he would no^ 
command them to go out into the deep.' (Verse 31.) We 
are next told, that upon the adjacent mountain there was 
a herd of swine, or pigs, feeding ; Satan, still intent upon 
mischief, and anxious to injure the possessions of man, if 
he cannot destroy the soul, instantly thought of the loss 
the owners of these animals would incur, if he had the 
possession of them ; but unable to move without permis- 
sion, he implored the mighty Jesus to suffer theni to enter 
into them. ' And he sufifered them.' Now behold the 
effect : * The herd ran violently down a steep place into 
the lake, and were choked.' (Verse 33.) 

" Why, sir, was this ?" asked Hyford, who was deeply 
interested ; "' these beasts had not offended." 

" No," replied Mr. C , " but their masters had« and 

by this judgment much was signified. Our Lord proved 
beyond all gainsaying the existence of spirits, which the 
Sadducees denied." 

** And I know a man that does the same," muttered 
Hyford, " so I suppose he may be called a Sadducee ?" 

" It is perfect folly," said Mr. C , " to attempt to 

do so ; we do not see the wind, but we feel it blow, and 

are acquainted with its effects ; so when these unbelievers 

beheld the man who was once the . terror of the country, 

restored to reason, calm, and geniAfe, w\d\5afc ^s^vive at the 

same time suddenly possessed wvtV iTexa.^> ^jajSD\&.%Vt;f^-> 
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long into the sea, they must have been conyinced, and 
obliged to confess they had been wrong. Again, the 
Gadarenes, who owned the swine, and manifested their 
contempt of the Divine law, deserved the punishment, as 
well as the Jews, who, no donbt, derived considerable 
profit in selling them to the Grentiles ; and I have one more 
observation to make on the transaction, namely, that in 
the fury these creatures displayed, we learn how utterly 
incapable we are of resisting Satan in our own strength ; 
he hurries people into sin, and onwards to destruction, 
unless restrained by the power of God — for not a step can 
he go further than he is permitted ; and if we resist him 
steadfast in the faith, he will fiee from us, for all his darts 
will fall blunted on the shield of faith. (See Eph. vi. 16.) 
Now let us meditate on the effect produced upon the 
demoniac by the merciful interposition of Jesus. To the 
astonishment of the inhabitants who flocked out in crowds 
to see the wonderful Prophet who had performed such a 
miracle, when they came to Jesus, it is written, * They 
found the man out of whom the devils were departed, 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right 
mind, and they were afraid.' (Verse 35.) Observe," said 
the pastor, *^ where the poor man was found, ' sitting at 
the feet of Jesus ;' just where he ought to be — he had 
heard his voice, and felt his power ; he had experienced 
his love, his bursting the bands that had so long enslaved 
him, and bestowing upon him liberty and life. And where 

would you also be, my dear firiends," added Mr. C , 

looking affectionately on those around him, and parti- 
cularly addressing Hyford, and his brother farmers ; 
" where would you wish ever to be found ? Surely at the 
feet of Jesus, for, like this poor man, you too have heard 
him say unto you, ' lAve^ Every word of this interest- 
ing history has found an answer in your own hearts ; you 
have felt this sinner, under Satan's thraldom, an emblem 
of yourselves by nature — in fact, how often you have said, 
* you felt tied and bound by the chain of your sins ;' then 
grace, free grace, triumphed, and your Lord and Saviour 
hath, I trust, set you free, if indeed he has brought 
you to his feet, and enabled you to say in sincerity, * I 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in 
my God ; for he hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered me with the robe oC t\^\ft«v>&- 
ness, 213 a bridegroom decketh himself wi\\i omMaaTAa^^^cA. 
as a bride adometh herself with her jeweW (Jscb^VxA*^^^ 
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Such is the diange grace produces; and the soul that 
would flee away, crying, ' Depart from me, for I desire 
not the knowledge of tibiy ways,' is melted into love, and 
never wishes to be found apart from him who has done 
so great things for her. Again, another proof of the man 
being completely cured, was, that he was ^ clothed.' Be- 
fore, he was naked; it is expressly said, ^he ware no 
clothes.' Here is a contrast indeed ; but not more than 
in your case: for when you were afar off from God, 
serving divers lusts and passions, ' living without hope, 
and without God in the world,' was not your soul naked, 
devoid of righteousness, exposed to the wrath of an 
offended God, even as Adam in Paradise when he ate of 
the forbidden tree, and became sensible of his real 
polluted state ? Yes, truly. But now, you * who were far 
off, are made nigh by the blood of Christ ;' you who were 
naked, are covered with the seamless robe of his righte- 
ousness, that white raiment which he has himself procured 
for you, and wherein he clothes all his redeemed ones ; and 
to crown the whole, like this man, you are brought to 
your senses, your right mind. This is humiliating doc- 
trine for the self-righteous — ^he must be brought to his 
senses just as much as the mad reprobate sinner. To be 
^ carnally-minded is death ;' the mind, that is, the faculty 
that guides and directs our actions, and whereby we judge 
between good and bad, right and wrong — how if this is 
carnal, and governed by our own corrupt nature ! no won- 
der all goes astray ; but when we are brought to the feet 
of Jesus, the mind is changed — it becomes spiritual, in- 
fluenced by God himself, and producing life, and peace, 
and conformity to the Divine will in all things — it may 
well be called a right mind." 

" True, sir," said Hyford ; ** I have experienced all you 
say. Time was, and not long ago either, when I was in 
anything but my right mind ; I might have been called 
mad, for I acted like one who had no sense. I lived with- 
out the fear of God, I gave myself up to passion and 
violence ; the name of the great Lord of heaven and earth 
never passed my lips unless to blaspheme it ; and this poor 
creature you have been reading about to-day, is exactly 
like what I once was ; and may I add," continued the old 
man, " also like what I am now, for I trust I shall from 
henceforth be ever found sitting at the feet of Jesus, my 
Saviour and Hede^mer, wlio a\oT\ft ewi cVolVk^ ixxy naked 
soul, and give me that new and x\^\. mvxvd^ ^\C\^, ^a^^^ 
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say, produoes life and peace. But pray go on, sir ; I know 
I sadly interrapt, but I cannot help it" 

" You are most welcome to do so,** repliell Mr. C w 

*^ Let us now observe the effect this astonishing miracle 
had upon the multitude, and upon the inhabitants of the 
surrounding country. All were afraid ; the owners of the 
swine who hasted to the place, heard from the persons who 
had witnessed the transaction how it was performed ; they 
felt the power of Jesus, and trembled at his presence ; 
but what effect did it produce ? Did they fall down before 
him acknowledging their sinfulness and imploring his 
mercy ? Alas ! no — ^they besought him ^ to depart from 
th^,' ' they prayed him to go out of their coasts.' Poor 
misguided people ! enraged at the loss they had sustained, 
they only desire to get rid of Jesus ; he who came with 
heiding in his wings, ready to deliver them from evil both 
spiritual and temporal, is desired to depart. Surely the 
state of these people was no better than that of their 
swine, for they cared nothing for him who could so mani- 
festly rescue them from the wrath to come. But not so 
the poor object of his mercy ; he felt the magnitude of 
his deliverance — he knew from sad experience the weight 
and burden of sin, and he was sensible of the mighty 
work that had been done in him. He too had said, 
* Depart from me,* but Almighty love heeded him not ; on 
the contrary, it compelled him to draw near ; and now 
with a sense of joy and gratitude a redeemed soul alone 
can feel and comprehend, he requested his merciful 
Deliverer to permit him to remain with him ; but this was 
refused, though I think there is little doubt when he 
kccomplisbed his mission he sought the presence of him 
who had given him life. ' Return to thine house,' said 
the Saviour, * and show how great things God hath done 
for thee.' (Verse 39.) With what emotions must he 
have heard the command, ' Return to thine house ;' the 
habitation he had so long forsaken under circumstances 
so very sad — ^to his friends, to his family, and tell them 
of the mercy he had experienced. This was indeed a 
delightful mission ; he would go forth exclaiming, ^ Come 
near, all ye that fear God, and I will tell you what he hath 
done for my souL' (Fsa. Ixvi. 16.) When Satan is cast out, 
and his dominion overthrown, then Jesus dwells in the 
heart by faith, and the happy rescued bein^ ftti\\^^ \^\^^ 
to his ghrjr, rejoiciDg in his salvation, aad i^T^^t^simv^^^ 
his goodness to ali who will listen to \i\m. TVi^ xoaai \a«^» 
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no time in obeying the command, for * be went bis way, 
and published tbrougbout the whole city how great things 
Jesus had dohe unto him ;* and we often find that the 
Lord chooses many to be his ministers, who formerly 
were carried captive by Satan at his will, who lived as 
without God in the world, serving their own fancies and 
corruptions, led far away from the path of holiness and 
true righteousness ; but as in the case of Paul, they are 
made blessings in those very places where heretofore they 
were shunned, and lose no opportunity in proclaiming 
' Jesus Christ as the Way, the IVuth, and the life.' (John 
xiv. 6.) 

" Before we part," observed Mrs. Basil, " T would ask 
you if the circumstances recorded in our chapter of to- 
day are referring to the same event in Matt. viiL 28, &c, 
for there it says, that two possessed with devils met Jesus, 
and both here and in St. Mark, one only is mentioned.'* 
(See Mark v. 1—20.) 

" True," replied Mr. C y " but it is evidently the 

same circumstance, though only one demoniac is spoken 
of by St. Mark and St. Luke. I think that they only parti- 
cularised the one who was most sensible of the mercy 
shown him. In Matthew no mention is made of the 
gratitude spoken of by the other evangelists, not a word 
of their sitting at the feet of Jesus — hence we may con- 
clude that one was more sensible of the great things God 
had done for him than the other, and that our Lord felt 
deeper interest for him, and employed him in his service 
by commanding him to proclaim in the surrounding country 
the name of the Lord who was ' his praise, and his God, 
and had done for him great and terrible things,' (Deut. z. 
21,) filling his soul with joy and gladness. We shall here 
close our book ; may the subject we have been considering 
be blessed to each of us, and may we all be found sitting 
at the feet of Jesus, receiving his holy instructions, and 
in our several stations and situations of life, bearing testi- 
mony to the great things he has done for our souls." 
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"Your subject of last week, Mr. C ^,*' said Mr. 

Basil, while they were reassembling at the court, ** has not 
been spoken to positively trifling, careless hearers. I have 
been pleased and gratified with the knowledge of its being 
much talked about ; and I fully believe that many are here 
to-day who have hitherto been thoughtless, but who now 
earnestly desire to be found sitting at the feet of Jesus.** 

This was said rather in an under tone of voice, lest 
those who felt it applicable might be oiFended; to Mr. 

C it was sweet encouragement, and with unaflfected 

humility he replied, — 

'* To God be the praise : the work is his; he commands 
us to teach, aiid he promises to' bless our instructions ; 
therefore, while we adore him for employing us as instru- 
ments, we must never forget that the blessing and the 
increase are his alone." Then turning to his numerous 
hearers, who by this time filled his spacious room, he said, 
** The history we meditated upon when last we met, must 
be still perfectly familiar to aU ; the word ' legion' recalls 
all the wonders connected with the once miserable being 
who was the sport of Satanic malice, and the object of 
divine and Infinite love. It is our privilege, as well as our 
task, to endeavour to follow our gracious Lord : — such is 
the plan I have laid down for our mutual instruction ; and 
I trust a blessing from on high will this day accompany 
* our chapter, and that we may find it good for us to have 
been so employed. 

"After our blessed Redeemer had complied with the 
request of the enraged, terrified, and benighted Gadarenes, 
to depart out of their coasts, he entered into a ship, and 
passed over, and came into his own city, Capernaum, 
(Matt. ix. 1 ;) there he cured a man sick of the palsy, for- 
giving at the same time his sins, at which the Scribes were 
greatly horrified. But auch. an viccoxicat of his goodness 
and power was spread in evexY d\T^c\AOTi> ^5n»X aiMt oV '^'^ 
rulers of the synagogue ca\ne Xo \ta^\otfe\AXEL\a T««x»tfc\ft 
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him his dying child. He instantly rose to accompany him, 
surrounded by the multitude, who, impelled by curiosity, 
absolutely pressed upon him. While slowly wending his 
way to Jairus's house, a poor diseased woman, satisfied of 
his healing influences, determined to get sufficiently near 
to him to touch him : that would be enough, for faith 
whispered to her, * Only touch his garment, and thou shalt 
be whole. - She did so, and was blessed : instantly perfect 
health was restored, and she felt she was healed. But, 
was she hid from Omnipotence ? was the thought of her 
heart concealed from him ? No : it is written, * Jesus said, 
Who touched me ? When all denied, Peter and they that 
were widi him said. Master, the multitude throng thee 
and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me ? And 
Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me : for I perceive that 
Tirtue is gone out of me.* (Luke viii. 45, 46.) Here I 
must pause for a moment, in order to point out to you the 
great undeniable evidence this incident affords of the 
divinity of Jesus. I love to trace it, to make you observant 
of it wherever he permitted it to shine forth. Hf knew 
the woman touched him, and wherefore ; he knew of her 
pressing through the crowd, of her communion with her 
own heart, of the strength of her faith, and he determined 
to reward it ; for observe, though he was pressed upon and 
touched in every direction, it was only this one individual 
who derived benefit So much for faith. 

** And here is an important lesson prepared for you who 
are present ; namely, that you may come with all diligence, 
and in numbers, to hear the word of God, but unless by 
fiEuth you apply that word, and endeavour to profit by it, 
you gain nothing; you do not, as it were, toitch Christ; 
you may have a head-knowledge, and may be well ac- 
quainted with heavenly subjects, but unless you believe in 
Jesus to the saving of your soul, aU is void and unsatis- 
fkctory. 

*< Again ; the gracious Saviour, as I said before, watched 
this woman from the first ; indeed, it was his Spirit that 
imparted to her the faith necessary for effecting the cure. 
And thus he acts now ; wherever you are, there he is, and 
his eye is upon you. May his language to her apply 
equally to each of you, — ' Daughter, be of good cheer ; thy 
Jhith hath saved thee ; go in peace.' (Matt ix. 22.) 

** Onward proceeded the compassionate ^vnnvxt cA ^<^ 
world, aecompanied by a throng of expectaxi^ -^^o^^e^ thox^ 
carious than ever owing to what bad 3\\%t occ\>xt«^% ^ 
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length they reached the house of the ruler, where all the 
hustle and tumult attendant upon such occasions in the 
ahode of a Jew, was going on; for the minstrels and 
people were making a noise, weeping, and wailing.'' 

''What a strange, unnatural custom, sir," exoiaimed 
Hyford. 

" It was a heathen one,'\replied Mr. C , " and there- 
fore we cease to be surprised at it The poorest Israelite, 
on the occasion of his wife dying, used to provide two 
pipes, which were the musical instruments, and one waiUng 
woman. But the numbers of both were increased, in pro- 
portion to the wealth and rank of the family. Here, we 
have reason to think, there were several persons, both 
musicians and wallers. We learn that it is still the practice 
in the East to hire women, whose sole employment it is 
to attend the house of mourning, weeping, tearing their 
hair, and making the most doleful lamentations. Upon 
the occasion before us, our Lord finds no fault with the 
absurd custom, which had prevailed amongst the Jews for 
many generations ; but he merely says, ' Give plac^ ; for 
the maid is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed 
him to scorn ;'— St. Luke, relating the circumstance, adds, 
'knowing that she was dead.' Yes, according to our 
meaning of the term, she was dead : her body was lifeless, 
cold, inanimate, and in a short time would be laid in the 
tomb ; but to him who is the Resurrection and the life 
she only sl^pt ; a word from him, and, like the young man 
at Nain, at his command she would return to life and 
health. She slept ; yes, my friends, and so do those who 
are now removed from us. Let us think upon those 
we loved, and are no longer with us here ; let us meditate 
upon their present state ; it is good for us to think upou 
the departed. They sleep, for death is but a sleep : we 
trust, we hope, we believe they sleep in Jesus. Their 
toils are over, the victory is won, and they are now where 
there is ' no more sorrow, no more curse, for the former 
things have passed away,' and they are looking forward to 
that glorious day when their great and mighty Redeemer 
shall emancipate their bodies from the grave, and they 
shall stand complete in him. My dear friends," added 
the pastor, "ponder these things well; there is not one 
amongst us who has not a friend, a dear relative, in the 
world of spirits ; and how soon we shall join them we 
know not. Oh, prepare to meet '^oxa Qt^^, xJoaX va that 
grand, that awful day, Yrlien l\x© li^t^ ^^»^ ^^^«tA ^sssjsk 
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heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
vrith the trump of God, we may either be amongst those 
who are partakers of the first resurrection, or those who 
are changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
(1 Thess. iv. 16, and 1 Cor. xv. 52,) and 'so prepared to 
meet the Lord in the air,' (1 Thess. iv. 17.) Again I say 
to you, think upon these things ; they deeply concern 
every individual amongst us, for it is a personal matter, a 
business between God and each of our souls ; for the same 
voice that said, ' Maid, arise,' shall be heard by you and 
me. May it be our privilege to say with sincerity, ' Even 
BOy come, Lord Jesus.' (Rev. xxii. 20.) 

*' The fame of the mighty Conqueror over death spread 
far and wide, and, whithersoever he went, healing accom- 
panied his steps : two blind men next implored his mercy, 
and received it, for they were to be restored or not, in pro- 
portion to their faith : — ' According to your faith be it unto 
you.' (Matt. ix. 29.) His grace accompanied the word, 
and the effect was manifest, for immediately their eyes 
were opened. This miracle he told them to keep secret ; 
but not so ; gratitude for such a blessing forbade it. The 
minds of the common people, unacquainted with the base 
passion of envy, which tortured the Scribes and rulers, did 
justice to the tenderness and benevolence of Jesus ; they 
were aware of his superiority, and they felt he must be 
more than man ; but not knowing how to express their 
sense of the obligations they owed him, they determined 
shortly after to make him a king. (John vi. 15.) In their 
minds they had always united their promised Messiah with 
being a great and mighty Prince, who should subdue all 
their foes, and render their beloved country, now only a 
Boman province, as great and powerful as in the days of 
David and Solomon. But not so ; to earthly pomp the 
mighty Sovereign of the world attached no importance ; 
his kuigdom, he told them, when he stood before Pilate, 
* was not of this world,' constituted according to the rules 
of government as we understand them. No ! far beyond 
it ; he appeared before his creatures then veiled in deep * 
humiliation, and they looked upon him as a fellow mortal, 
worthy from his superior virtues to occupy a high place 
among them. But his hour was not yet come ; into lower 
humiliation still he must descend before he could say, ' All 
power is given unto me in heaven andmewt^^? (^-^xx. 
xxviii 28*) Yea, my iriends, then lie waa\ii'7e«Xe^V\>(5a.>B^A 
dominions, bis regal authority ; then -waa ©ncbl X.o \sjsft- 




a. liii i gfiiinn , Aat all people, 

^nmiirf" JEJLPU. HoL^ hm dominion is 

<tnimmniL, wtnck aixafl. Bot pan away, and 

aiiffliiiiiL ^isac^wouOL ^amL una be dotzcyed/ (Dan« 

tdm Irk - 

"^ Buc jnm :his i rwir sEhjesC ^e amat letum, to follow, 
flfc 'veLaa ^ot ss juiie, lise fbucaoeps of c&c Sa:noiir. After 
Twiluniiigg a. ^HTTfwt' if muacia^ cons? tinoiigh all 'the 
•niea aid ?Ttlagp^. tiyafftrrngm. the ^nagcgiiesy and preach** 
in^ chft ^ujsei of the itinffiiiiini, liiwimig erery ackness and 
€!KSfdaam}UHi iimniiig die pgHpfe/ ( liafiLix. 35,) through pity 
aaui (MmuMiwMmu. lie wiriued tu taaeit tiicB piactically a deep 
uuL imgiir'auc Iw fw iii . Qoor 9£DBrhaar was he occupied in 
J MC C M g ing tftifm, and purpooelT deCaioed them until a late 
^aribc <i£ che <£ct. Ih^i c&e dEcq)ks came to him and 
moL ' Th» m a dsaot place^ aad now the time is far passed: 
itfttd t&oK away, chat tbey mmy gp into the country round 
aaiMst, aaid inta tioe ▼lUagc^ axid hoy diemselTes bread : for 
tkef hate aodiii^ to cat.' (Maik tL 36.) True ; bat 
muak fait lepiy: * Give ye them to eat.' What could the 
diaeiple» think? — they locked round on the multitude, 
amoonting to thoosanda, and upon their own little store, 
and yet their l^Iaster told them to supply all this vast com- 
pany with food They replied, ' Shall we go and buy two 
hundred pennyworth of bread, and give them to eat?* 
(Mark vi. 37 ;) and if we do, that * will not be sufficient for 
them, that every one of them may take a little,' (John tL 
7.) All very true, and very just ; but where was Philip's 
faith ? — his Master was going to feast his people, and was 
his anxious disciple perplexed to ascertain where the pro- 
visions were to come from ? But let us follow the story, 
as it is related by the four evangelists, who, by trifling 
alterations, have greatly increased the interest of the event 
Andrew, another of the disciples, saw the benevolent 
intentions of his beloved Lord, so with kind charity he 
hastened forward, saying, * There is a lad here, which hath 
five barley U>a\-es, and two small fishes : but what arc they 
among to' many ? * He would contribute all he had, though 
he was in des|mir in having such a trifling supply. TUs 
was enovigh ^>r Jesus i he had invited his guests, and was 
^ li>«atk(y tK<eir wants: his room was ready, afbrd- 
<^iBft^ tfldr Um Lord <il the universe commanded 
' WkiJkf the |!taiid CMK>pTof heaven ; and 
iWMnk* invid Hm^Hl tW piv»Tisions before 
WmA Mki 6dh «> all : SMie woe for- 
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gotten, none arose unsatisfied; far from it: there was a 
superabundance, for twelve baskets-full of fragments were 
gathered up afterwards by his attendants, the disciples, 
who now learnt the sinfulness of their imbelief. 

*^ The effect of this miracle upon the people was to con- 
vince them he was of a truth * that Prophet that should 
come into the world,' (John vi, 14 ;) and they formed the 
resolution I before alluded to, of making him their king. 
But this was not right ; our Lord therefore withdrew him- 
self privately, and concealed himself until the multitude 
dispersed, (John vi. 15,) giving orders to his disciples to 
get into a ship, and sail for Capernaum. They did so ; 
but afte? a time it became dark, and they felt alone — 
< Jesus was not with them.' Then arose one of those 
sudden and fearful storms to which that inland sea is so 
subject ; while, to add to their distress, the wind was con- 
tnu^, and, notwithstanding all their exertions, they could 
not gain the land. (Mark vi. 48.) But did this happen 
by chance ? No, far from it ; he Iras again purposing to 
teach them, and all believers Ukewise, this beautiful lesson, 
that though perils and afiiictions may assail his people, 
Jesus is always at hand to rescue them. 

" Let us read the history as related by St. John. After 
mentioning that the disciples were alone in the vessel, he 
proceeds to say : — * And it was now dark, and' Jesus was not 
come to them. And the sea arose by reason of a great wind 
that blew. So when they had rowed about five-and- twenty 
or thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and 
drawing nigh unto the ship : and they were afraid. But 
he saith unto them, It is I ; be not afraid. Then they 
willingly received him into the ship : and immediately the 
ship was at the land whither they went.' (John vi. 17— 
21.) Behold the power of Jesus again manifested in a 
different way ; he had proved himself the Conqueror over 
Satan, and the grave ; he had cured diseases, the fearful 
consequences of sin ; he had miraculously fed his humble 
followers, for the purpose of teaching them a lesson which, 
I trust, we also shall presently consider to our souls' advan- 
tage ; and now he grandly and mightily shows forth his 
power, and proves himself indeed to be that mighty Being, 
' who measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, and 
meted out heaven with the span, and comprehended the 
dust of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains 
in scales, and the hills in a balance.' (Isa. xl. 12.) Yes, 
he walked upon the waves of the sea as upon dry land^ Qw\id 
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commanded the roaring billows to be calm. The set 
obeyed his voice, for its Creatoi^s feet trod its bosom ; and 
while the disciples were tossed to and fro, trembling and 
reeling from side to side, lamenting the absence of their 
wondrous Liord, they beheld in the gloom a person draw- 
ing near to them, whom in their terror they did not recog- 
nise. But, oh ! the sweetness of that voice, which 
exclaimed, * It is I ; be not afraid.' How much is con- 
tained in these few words ! May you, my friends, know 
and feel the value of them, even as they did. Like them, 
it may be to you a season of trial and distress ; darkness 
may cloud your souls, and you may fancy your Saviour 
is not with you ; ' God hath forsaken me, and my God 
hath forgotten me,' (Isa. xlix. 14,) may be your kmen- 
tation ; but go on, be not dismayed ; keep heaven, your 
port, in view ; and notwithstanding storms without, and 
temptations within, press onwards ; implore the assistance 
of tiie Spirit from on high to aid your feeble efforts. 
Press onwards ; to stand still is ruin, to go back is death ; 
and if you thus maintain your ground, — if you thus stead- 
fastly persevere, believe me, deliverance is much nearer at 
hand than you suppose. Your Lord has been with you, 
though unperceived, and when he sees fit, will burst your 
mental gloom^ exclaiming, ' It is I ; be not afraid :' ^ I am 
he whom ye seek ;' and I only hide myself from thee to 
make thee more desirous of my presence ; ' For I am the 
Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour/ 
(Isa. xliii. 3.) This is sufficient ; his sheep know his 
voice, for they have a discerning ear, and an obedient 
heart ; * It is I,* is enough for them ; for the great I AM 
has revealed himself to them, and taught them by his 
Spirit to cast themselves upon him, in the full assurance of 
faith, and thus they are enabled to maintain the ' beginning 
of their confidence steadfast unto the end.' (Heb. iiL 14.) 
" One observation more before we proceed. When Christ 
was in the vessel, they quickly arrived at their desired 
haven. And so with yourselves ; let your Saviour be 
precious ; let him take full possession of your hearts, and 
then you will smile at trials, brave temptations, despise 
difficulties ; for you know it is written, * That neither 
death nor life, norangels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate 
us irom the love of God, "wloicYi \a Vn OkiSsX ^^<&>x^Q\ir 
Lord.' (Horn. viiL 38, 39.) 
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*' Asd now, having considered this interesting event, "we 
will turn again to the instruction given by our Lord to the 
multitudes who had partaken of his bounty. We are told, 
that the day following, they missed both him and his dis- 
ciples, and surmising that they were at Capernaum, they 
took shipping, and went thither also. Surprised at seeing 
him, they asked how he came there : instead of giving 
them a direct reply, he told them they sought him for 
worldly gain ; that it was good to be constanUy with one 
who could furnish a table in the wilderness, and that they 
had no higher motive for wishing to be with him." 

** Oh, sir," said Hyford, " how plainly does the Bible 
tell us, not only of our faults, but of the motives that influ- 
ence our apparently best actions. It seemed, sir, very 
praiseworthy in these people to be so anxious to be with 
{jesus ; and I thought so, when you said that even the 
sea did not prevent their seeking him ; but, alas ! sir, he 
who knew what was in their hearts, must have made them 
feel ashamed of themselves." 

" And yet," replied Mr. C , " how lovingly he 

counsels them ; after displaying to them their real motives, 
he adds, ' Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but 
for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which 
the Son of Man shall give unto you : for him hath God 
the Father sealed,' (John vi. 27 ;) thus giving them and us 
a most important lesson, to seek first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness. I would again repeat our Lord's 
exhortation, and implore you to * labour for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life ;' in other words, to 
seek for all those spiritual blessings which belong to the 
salvation of your souls, being Christians, or followers of 
Christ, ' not in word, but in deed and in truth.' " 

" Excuse me, sir," said Mr. Hill, " if I ask you to go 
still further here : it is said, ' Labour not for the meat 
which perisheth;' I know there are many who would 
make these words an excuse for indolence, for neglect of 
their families, for complete idleness." 

" Then they pervert the word of God," replied Mr. 

C , " and try to twist its holy meaning to answer 

their unholy purposes. No, my friend ; honest industry is 
blessed by God. He plainly says, * If a man will not work, 
neither shall he eat.* (2 Thess. iii. 10.) And it is well 
known that every Jew, let his station in life be '^Vv^ \\. 
would, was brought up to some trade. Ovii "Ijox^, Sxi xJsv^^^ 
words, intends to warn us agalcst cove\.ou"ati^"a^> \qn^ <a»^ 
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show and pomp, and desire after the things of this world. 
Oh ! leave them alone ; it will profit you nothing if you 
were to gain all that this world could give you, and lose your 
souls at last (Matt xvi. 26.) And what are this wcdd's 
gifts, titles, honours, and riches ? Vain bubbles ! for all 
must be left when the sentence goes forth from your hea- 
venly King, ' Prepare to meet thy God,* (Amos iv. 12;) 
^ Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and not live,' 
(Isa. xxzviii. 1.) What a heavy message has this been to 
thousands! Some have entered upon a new speculation, 
whereby a large fortune was to be gained ; others have 
schemes, the fulfilment of which it would take years to 
complete ; others, again, are plunged into all the snares of 
vain company, fashionable life, or sordid cares : to each of 
these their compassionate Saviour says, ' Labour not far 
the meat which perisheth.' * I counsel thee to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire ;* and to * lay up for yourselves trea- 
sures in heaven, which fadeth not ; where moth and rust 
do not corrupt, and where thieves cannot break through 
and steal' " (Matt. vi. 20.) 

" And truly, sir," said Hjrford, "it is wise counsel, 
which if we have grace given us to follow, will cause us to 
rejoice to all eternity." 

" Observe," said Mr. C , " the closing sentence of 

this verse, for it comprehends much. After exhorting the 
people not to labour for things temporal and earthly, but 
for those heavenly blessings which were in his gift, Jesus 
adds, * For him,' (i. e, the Son of Man who could bestow 
such favours,) * for him hath Grod the Father sealed.' (Ver. 
27.) Here, my hearers, is the glorious Trinity, the gra- 
cious Three in One, at a glance, set forth. The Father 
seals or anoints the Son by the Holy Spirit to his mighty 
work, even to bestow eternal life upon his believing people, 
(John xvii. 2;) * to preach the Gospel to the poor, to 
heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to (Satan's) 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind^ to set at 
liberty them that are bruised,' (Luke iv. 18.) This, my 
friends, is his work ; this is the meat that Jesus, the Son 
of Man, shall give you, and to bestow which he came 
expressly into this sinful world. Such divine precepts as 
our Lord set forth astonished the people ; they fully com- 
prehended the superiority and holiness of his doctrines, so 
different to what they had heretofore heard ; they became 
more anxious for their salvatvon, and dettaw»\» dQ^>DAX^«& 
right; they therefore said to 3eft\i», ^'WasX ^^^^\^ 
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thai; we might work the works of GkxL?* (John ti. 28.) 
Innumerable worics were demanded df them by their Pha* 
risaic teachers ; and therefore tiiey imagined that this new 
Inrtmctor had also his series of burdens to impose* But 
not so; in the religion of Jesus, all human merits and 
human works, as a means of salvation, are totally and 
entirely excluded. ' After ye have done all those things 
whidi are commanded you/ says our Lord, * say, We are 
unprofitable servants; we have done that which was our 
duty to da' '^ (Luke xviL 10.) 

^* Then you think, sir," sadd Mr. Martin, " we can do 
nothing towards wori^ing out our own salvation ?'^ 

«< Do you think we can, Mr. Martin ?" replied Mr. 
C " ■ ■ ■. " A holy Grod demands a holy service ; holy in 
tiiought, as well as in deed, and in word ; but does he ever 
find it ? I appeal to your conscience — does he ever find it? 
Is not sin so mixed and intermingled with every service you 
lender, that he, as a holy, spoUess Being, ' who cannot 
look upon iniquity,' (Hab. i. 13,) ' in whose sight the hea-* 
vens are not clean,' (Job xv. 15,) must of necessity reject 
it ? Judge your best actions, my dear sir, as in the |»re- 
sence of a heart-searching God ; try them by the test of 
his word, and if they can stand the trial, bring them for- 
ward, and claim Eternal Life as your right ; but be not 
displeased with me if I tell you plainly, this you cannot do. 
A clean thing cannot come from an unclean; it is an 
impossibility. You, as well as all of us, derive your being 
from Adam ; he sinned, and ' begat a son in his own like-* 
ness, after his image,' (Gen. v. 3,) corrupt, fallen, dege- 
nerate ; and his children are like himself, sinners. There** 
fore^ * we have, by nature, no power to do good works 
pleasant and acceptable to God,' (10th Article ;) and we 
must adopt the only terms our Lord has offered us, namely, 
to believe on him, and him alone, ' as the Way, the Truth, 
and- the Life,' depending upon his atonement, his perfect 
righteousness, his obedience, as all-sufficient, and receiving 
heaven as the gift of his infinite merits and boundless love* 
Uns doctrine^ I know, is not pleasing to human nature^ 
so naturally proud and desirous of deserving salvation ; but 
I am anxious that you, my friends, should avoid falling 
into the vortex that swallows up thousands of self-right- 
eous siimers ; and that you may be made willing to accept 
of pardon and salvation as the free gift oi Oo^ Vsl ^t^sX 
Jesus our Lord*'^ 

"Ah! sir^" said Hyford, with muck emo^oxv» ^^ ^Vj 
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do people refuse such blessed terms? I was reading last 
night, sir, to my people, the 25 th chapter of St. Matthew, 
and I felt I could say to my Saviour, ' I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in ;' for was not I a complete stranger, 
and knew nothing about him, nor cared to know ? ^ Naked, 
and ye clothed me ;' naked, sure enough ; for was not my 
soul as naked as a baby, until he clothed it with his right' 
eousness ? ^ I was sick, and ye visited me ;' yes, sir, 1 
was sick, nigh unto death, and I was not aware of it, until 
he, the good Physician, sent you, his servant, to dispense 
his medicines, and convince me of my dangerous state ; and 
then I felt how much I needed him ; and he has ever since 
supplied all my wants. I never felt this chapter so appli- 
cable before, sir. If folks would but leave off thinkiDg 
something of themselves, when truly they are nothing, they 
would be much happier." 

" True, indeed," answered Mr. C , ** there are 

none in heaven but those who say, * Worthy the Lamb ;' 
who forget themselves, except to feel the infinite obliga- 
tions they owe to him who brought them there, and who 
cast their crowns before the throne, ascribing their salvation 
to the alone merits of the Conqueror over sin and death. 

"I had hoped," continued Mr. C , " to have said 

much to you respecting that portion of our Lord's dis' 
course, wherein he compares himself to the daily manna 
wherewith the Church in the wilderness was fed, but our 
time forbids it. In the 32d verse, he declares himself to 
be the Bread which the Father gives as the food and nou- 
rishment of our souls, even as the bread we eat is the 
support of our bodies. In the 33d verse, he calls himself 
the Bread of God, which giveth life unto the world. In 
the 35th verse, the Bread of I^ife, giving, like the tree of 
life which grew in Eden, life, spiritual and eternal life, unto 
the world. The life of faith, which is the ' substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,' (Heb. xi. 
1 ,) which begins here below, and receives its fulfilment 
above ; and observe, he not only came down as the Bread 
from heaven, but is coming still, bestowing upon bis believ- 
ing people daily support and nourishment. Read this 
chapter with attention and prayer, and may you each cry 
out with desire in your hearts, * Lord, evermore give us 
this Bread.' " (Verse 34.) go saying, liiC Pastor closed 
his book. 
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^* The events we considered the last day we met," said 

Mr. C , " are supposed to have occurred a littk 

before the third Passover after our Lord had entered 
upon his public ministry, for St. John says that it wa8 
nigh, (vi. 4.) It was at this time that Pilate is supposed 
to have so severely punished the Galileans, mentioned in 
St. Luke xiii. 1 ; putting them to death while they were 
performing their devotions in the temple ; hence the 
expression which, no doubt, has frequently perplexed some 
amongst you, namely* ' There were present at that season 
some that told him of the Galileans^ whose* blood Pilate 
had mingled with their sacrifices.' " 

*^ How was it Pilate acted, then ?" said Mrs. Basil. 

'< It is more than probable," replied Mr. C > ^< that 

these persons were followers of the noled Judas of Gralilee^ 
who is said to have risen up * in the days of the taxing, 
and drew away mnoh people after him.* (Acts v. 37.) It 
is true he was slain^ and his followers dispersed, but their 
principles — which were, that it was not lawful to paj 
tribute to, or submit to the Romans — were deeply rooted, 
and widely spread ; and in the latter days of Jerusaleoi, 
their conduct prodooed deplorable results. Some of this 
party, it is supposed, acted so rashly, that Pilate gave 
orders for their death when they went to Jerusalem, as I 
mentioned before, to worship in the temple ; and it is alio 
thought that it was in this tumult that Barabbas com- 
mitted the crime for which he was imprisoned. (Luke 
xxiii. 18, 19 ; also Mark xv. 7.) But let all this be u it 
may, when our Lord was told of it, he exhmted those 
around him to repentance, lest they should be called henee 
without time for preparation. His words are remarkable: 
— 'Jesus answering eaid unto them^ Suppose ye that 
tbeae Galileans were %\nneT% «\>on^ ^ ^^ C^^^<»aB&^ 
because they suffered auch t\imf^« "^ \ \ftYl ^ wv^^vj \ XjnX^ 
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except ye repent, je shall all likewise perish. Or those 
eighteen* upon whom the tower in Siloam fell* and slew 
them* think ye that they were sinners abore all men that 
dwelt in JerusaJem? I tell yon* Nay; but, except ye 
repeat* ye shall all likewise perish/ As if he had said, 
* Ye haye all quite sufficient to do in attending to the evil 
within : judge no men, nor imagine them to be the greater 
sinners because they are the objects o( more suffering. 
You all deserve as much or more yourselves ; therefore, 
if yott are mercifully spared* employ the time in prepara- 
tion for the future.' 

<^Thu9 our Lord instructed the multitudes that con- 
tinually surrounded him* and of necessity roused all the 
jealousy of the Scribes and Pharisees, who sent some of 
their spies after him to watch him, and endeavour to find 
some cause of accusation against him. But he heeded 
them not : the traditions of men were of no value in his 
eyes* who came for the express purpose of magnifying the 
law* and rendering it honourable* and at the same time 
proving to the people that such commandments* and wor- 
ship founded upon such authority, was vain. (Matt. xv. 

2—9.) 

<f Having 8() boldly undermined the power and dominion 
which the Pharisaic teachers had laboured to establish 
over the minds of the people* he withdrew &om the per- 
secutions likely to arise against him in consequence, and 
went into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. There the 
remarkable event occurred which I have selected for the 
principal object of our consideration to-day, and from 
.which I humbly hope I may be enabled to draw some 
interesting and useful instrucfeiona We will read the 
history as related by St Matthew, who with St. Mark 
alone mentions it : — * And Jesus went thence, and departed 
into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon. And, behold, a woman 
of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto 
him* saying*. Have mercy on me* Lord* thou Son of 
David ; nay daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. 
Bat he answered her not a word.' (Matt xv. 21* 22.) 
From 6t Mark we learn that while he wished for privacy* 
he could not obtain it ; for he had entered into the house 
of a friend for a time, but as soon as it was known where 
he was* thisr poor anxious mother sought him, in order to 
obtain rdief £or her child : and it is ad^^ ^ ^<^ ^«i^ % 
Greek, a Sjrropbeoician by nation*' (Mark Via. %^) 'fiL^si 
oryr W99 pHiibl^'^' Have mercy on iiie> O lioT^,ii!iw>\v ^^ 
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of David ; my daughter is grievonsljr Vexed with a devil' 
She was a Grentile, not belonging to the familj of 
Abraham, but evidently aware of the mercies bestowed 
upon the Jews, and knew their history. She addressed 
Jesus a» the Son of David, and, being freed from the 
Jewish prejudices, felt convinced that he must be the 
long-promised Messiah. * But he answered her not a 
word ;' and why ? Was he displeased with the liber^ she 
had taken ? Did he despise her because she was a Gen- 
tile, not one of his own favoured race ? Oh, no ! he tried 
her, to prove her faith, and that it might come forth as 
gold ; he treated her thus, that in after times his people 
might take courage from her importunity, and continue to 
pray without ceasing. Many a mysterious providence^ 
many a dark dispensation, is the lot of his people but his 
love is the same — unchangeable. ^ What I do thou knowest 
not now, but thou shalt know hereafter,' (John xiii. 7)) 
he says to his tried children ; outward appearances may 
be sad, and like Jacob they may say^ * All these things 
are against me,' when deliverance may be near at hand, 
and the cause of sorrow removed. We are positively 
desired * always to pray, and not to faint,' therefore ^ in 
due season we shall reap, if we faint not.' (GaL vi. 9.) 
And now let us see how this woman acted, though his 
manner was so repulsive, and his silence heart-br^iking. 
She continued her importunity until the disciples, either 
wearied with her supplications or pitying her case, said to 
Jesus, * Send her away, for she crieth after us.' (Matt zv. 
23.) Surely, then, she hoped, if he neglected her, he 
would attend to them. But no; listen to his reply:-*' I 
am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house <^ IstmL* 
(Verse 24.) 

'^ Never before had Jesus — the gracious, condescendliig 
Jesus>^-thus acted ; and we can scarcely imagine the dis- 
tressing feelings of this anxious mother. But her neces- 
sity was great : her child was a misery to herself and all 
who loved her ; and she knew that if he would be gradoos 
to her, all would be well. The vast importance of the 
case aroused every energy she possessed, and, unmindfiil 
of his answer to the disciples, she again drew near, saying, 
^Lord, help me.' 

'^Have you ever felt thus, my friends?" added Mr. 

C . " Have you found your wants of such importance 

that it has increased your importunity ? Have you cried 
out with Job, * Though he slay me, yet will I trust in 
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lam/ for if I perish, it shall be at his feet ; to whom else 
eaa I go ? he has ' the words of eternal life.' And do the 
words of the prophet express the inmost feelings of joiir 
sobIv-**' Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neith<^ 
shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall 
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat ; the fiock shall be cut 
off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls : 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my 
salvation ?' (Hab. iii. 17» 18;) if so, fear not; deliverance 
is not far off : his ^ delays are not denials,' and if ye are nof 
weary in well doing, in due time you shall find a blessing. 

** Faith is not alike in all Gk)d's people. In some it is 
weak and faint ; they proceed on their pilgrimage doubt- 
ing, yet trusting; in others it is resolute, like this 
woman's, determined to keep close to Jesus, in the midst 
of discouragements and trials, and to plead the promises 
until they are fulfilled. 

" Did Jesus help her ? Again hear his reply : — * It is 
not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to 
dogs/ (Yerse 26.) How ungracious this sounded ; but he 
who had given her faith to persevere, clothed her likewise 
with genuine humility. She knew that by the * children' 
he meant the Jews ; her knowledge of the sacred books 
caused her to feel that to them he was in reality sent, and 
that she, as a Gentile, was a poor, despised outcast. Her 
ancestors were idolaters ; her nation accursed, and con- 
flemoed to destruction; herself destitute of any claims 
upon the mighty, the wonderful Being whom she ad- 
dressed. But she had everything at stake ; ' her daughter 
was grievously vexed with a devil,' and she knew that 
Jeftus could cure her, if he would. Her necessity made 
her bold ; and though he before whom she pleaded re- 
pulsed her in such a way as he never did any other appli- 
cant^ she still kept close to him, and resolved to continue 
her petition. 

** May you imitate her example : you may be led into 
fttrange perplexities, and not have a gleam of comfort to 
eheer you ; you may be tried by sore temptations, and 
oppi^ssed with difficulties and anxieties, without the least 
prospect of deliverance ; but you must not be discouraged : 
il is good thus to be tried ; it drives you closer to Jesus. 
When Paul was assailed with the temptation which he 
^allsk most justly, the ^ thorn in the fiesh, the messenger of 
Satan,' he fiew to his great Master, and besought Mhrice' 
that it might depart from him. But how WfiA Ickft «xiVH^^« 
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how was his desire complied with ? By its being still 
permitted to perplex him, while for his encoaragement it 
was added, ' My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness.' (2 6or. ziL 9.) 
The prayer of faith is accepted, though perhaps not 
answered as we expect and desire. Jesus is glorified in 
the contest we maintain, for his grace will enable ns to 
overcome. 

^'Thus it was with the woman in our chapter; she 
persevered, but not in her own strength ; she would take 
no denial, for divine grace upheld her; so she replied, 
' Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the crumbs that fall 
from their master's table.' (Verse 27.) How beautiful was 
her humility ! * Truth, Lord.' She was fully sensible of 
her unworthiness, for she was quite aware that the pro* 
mised Messiah was sent to the Jews ; therefore she felt 
that they were fully entitled to all the benefits his presence 
could bestow. Nevertheless, she thought a small portion, 
a crumb might be bestowed on her, which she would 
thankfully accept, even as the dogs would seek under the 
table for the children's crumbs. ' Then Jesus answered 
and said unto her, O woman, great is thy faith : be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was 
made whole from that very hour.' (Verse 28.) 

" This was all our blessed Lord wanted ; he was glori- 
fied in her persevering faith. It is justly said, * that of 
all graces, faith honours Christ most; therefore, of all 
graces, Christ honours faith most.' " 

** How would you explain wherein true greatness of 
faith consists, sir?" said Mr. Hill 

" In being determined to keep close to Christ, notwith- 
standing temptations and discouragements," replied Mr. 

C . "What is faith, let me ask you?" added hc^ 

looking round upon his attentive audience. ''What if 
faith ? The apostle Paul tells us ' it is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen,' (Heb. 
xii. 1 ;) that is, a firm persuasion that God will perform 
all he has promised us in Christ. It is the gift . of the 
Holy Spirit implanted in the heart by his regeneratiog 
power, and acting in various ways upon the life and con- 
duct. It is fully satisfied that every portion of the Bible 
is true ; that whatever God has said shall surely come to 
pass. It realizes, as it were, the invisible world ; in other 
words, the believer is as certain of the existence of the 
^ories oi heaven, the multitude of angelic beings, and the 
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happiness of the redeemed, as if he plainly beheld it ; and 
this causes the mind to dwell upon and rejoice in those 
precious truths, which often prevent the most painful suf- 
ferings from overwhelming the soul, and enables it to look 
fwward with a hope full of immortality. Such is faith, 
and such was the faith of the Sjrophenician woman. She 
was certain that Jesus could help her, and he alone ; she 
therefore determined not to be repulsed, and with a tena-* 
city which the urgency of the cause excused, pursued the 
Saviour until he granted her petition." 

** Do you think Jesus was at all displeased with her, 
sir ?" said Hyford. 

** Far from it," answered his instructor ; " he only 
appeared to slight her, that the strength of her faith 
might shine forth the more conspicuously ; that she might 
be an example of encouragement to all wanting, waiting 
souls, that should, like her, feel that their help alone 
Cometh from the Lord Jehovah. He cured her daughter ; 
and you too will find you will be denied nothing if you go 
to him in like manner. 

'* Shortly after this our gracious Lord went towards 
the river Jordan, going through the coasts of Decapolis, a 
province of Palestine, so called from its ten cities, which 
were situated on hoth sides the river. There the expect- 
ant ^ multitude brought unto him one that was deaf, and 
had an impediment in his speech ; and they besought him 
to put his hand upon him.' (Mark vii. 32.) 

** Hi's fame had preceded him, for, if you recollect, when 
he cured the man whose name was ' Legion,' on account 
of the number of devils that possessed him, he desired him 
especially ' to go home to his friends, and tell them of the 
great things that had been done for him. And he de- 
parted, and published in Decapolis how great things Jesus 
had done for him.' (Mark v. 19, 20.) Consequently, when 
the wonderful being, this worker of such great miracles, 
favoured them with a visit, all were ready to derive benefit 
from his presence ; and this deaf and almost dumb man 
deemed a fitting object whereon he should exercise his 
power and benevolence. 

** None of the other evangelists save St. Mark record 
this miracle, many of the circumstances attending which 
were extraordinary. In the first place, our Lord was 
aware that the multitude brought him this poor creature 
|n ii great measure out of curiosity ; they wished to see 
him perform a miracle. But this was not \]h<& ti^xVveA 



8 ITBW TESTAMENT HiSTOIOXak 

of feeling: the Lord of Life knew the value of man'i 
Boul, and curiofiitj was truly out of place. He therefore 
took him aside, away from the expeetaat people, that he 
mi^t privately restore him the use of those predooi 
faculties he had been deprived of. How beautifully he 
acted here : he pitied the sufferer, and was both ready and 
willing to relieve him, but he hated and despised the 
motives that induced the people to bring him to hin. 
And there is, I grieve to say, too much of this low, un- 
worthy principle in our day. Curiosity is the great meani 
of influencing mankind to listen at first to whatever maj 
tend to their improvement. It is not the sense of ignor- 
ance, the wish for instruction, that is the acting agent ; 
it is too frequently curiosity ; and it extends to attending 
on the ministry of the gospel. If a clergyman preaches 
with earnestness, sensible of the vast importance of his 
mission, and loudly warning sinners to fiee from the wrath 
to come, it is well known that his church is always 
crowded ; some few with the desire of instruction, and 
under a sense of ignorance, but the far greater part from 
motives of curiosity, simply hearers^ but not doei'9 of the 
word, met together, as the prophet says, when describing 
such, ' to sit before thee as thy people ; for lo 1 thou art 
unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a 
pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument; £br 
they hear thy wprds, but they do them not.' (Elzek. xzziii 

32.) But, beloved," added Mr. C ^i with deep emo^ 

tion, ^' I am persuaded better things of you. To such as 
these I have mentioned, our word is a savour of death 
unto death ; their fancy may be pleased, but the talents 
and eloquence which God has given us for his glory and 
for the furtherance of his cause, they pervert to their own 
destruction ; they listen for amusement, for gratification, 
but not for life — eternal life. Ob, my friends 1 it is a 
fearful thing to trifle with eternal life, and to discover, 
when too late, that the mere pleasing of the ear, and the 
interest of the moment, are not the motives for attending 
faithful preachers, that will stand the test of the heart' 
searching trial of the last day. 

' <' But we will return to the interesting event before us. 
When Jesus had gone aside from the multitude, * he put 
his fingers into his ears, and spit, and touched his tongue; 
and looking up to heaven, he sighed, and saith unto hinii 
Ephphatha, that is. Be opened.' (Mark viL 33, 34.) M 
the various action^ used by Jesus in the performance of 
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this miracle had nothing whatever to do with effecting it ; 
to himself alone belonged the wondrous power which he 
80 continually displayed from compassion to his miserable 
creatures* 

*^ Who can tell what thoughts of pity pierced his heart 
when he thus dwelt upon the consequences of sin, and 
which drew forth the sigh of compassion as he looked up 
to heaven, and pondered upon the desolation before him ! 

** The more fully you become acquainted with the 
beauty and perfection of the Redeemer's character, the 
more sensible you will become of the frightful destruction 
ctiused by the Fall. In him you behold that divine image 
wherein Adam was created,*— aud how lovely the picture ! 
fiut contrast Jesus with those who surrounded him ; con* 
trast him with yourselves ; and how fearful, how awfully 
wide the difference ! And this, my hearers, is the conse- 
quence of sin : — Adam, after he fell, ' begat a son, in his 
own likeness, after his own image,' (Gen. v. 3 ;) subject 
to evil tempers, sinful passions, and all the sad train of 
evil which rushed into his heart by the agency of the 
devil the moment he broke the law given him, and which 
we suffer from in every way that can possibly be con- 
ceived. Well, then, might Jesus, the compassionate 
Friend of sinners, 'sigh;' he had adopted this nature, 
and deeply felt for its distress and misery, but he looked 
forward to the time when he should see of the travail of 
his soul and be satisfied, when he should turn aside the 
cursed influences of Satan, when he should triumphantly 
lead captivity captive, and, surrounded by the countless 
multitudes of his redeemed, should wreak his just ven- 
geance upon his foe, and consign him to chains of ever- 
lasting darkness and despair. 

"No sooner had he uttered the word JEphphatha^ 
than the ears of the poor sufferer * were opened, and the 
string of his tongue was loosed, and he spake plain.' 
(Verse 35.) This was, indeed, a wonder ; but even greater 
wonders than this are being continuaUy wrought : when 
by the power of Grod's word and Spirit those who are 
spiritually blind are made to see, and those who were 
deaf for years to the calls of the gospel are at length 
made to hear and joyfully obey, while their very tongue^ 
iiitherto dumb in his service, and using his name perhaps 
(mly to blaspheme, is loosed by tlie same mighty power, 
and irom henceforth is employed in showing forth his 
praise." 
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" Ah, air, ' iwd Ilfford, " you htTS fait me hard here; 
jouhAvejuBt deBoribed whftt I waat and, verily, thu poor, 
■timmiTiiig, deaf creature exactly deicribes layitAi. Well 
mlgM •luHiiH sigh over such ; and truly it is to hu merdfnl 
■)gli« thttt I owe my present happiness. He miut htve 
•ueii Mill pitivd old John Hyford ; for if he b&d not had 
cuinpnMlon on him, it is certain he bad none on bimielf. 
It was he wlio said to me, * Be opened ;' and touched hj 
hU S|ilrit my proud, cold heart ; inclining ma to hear hu 
m^vloua Tiucti and invitations of mercy given by you, lir, 
hia fMtlil\il minister : and see likewise the fearful pit iota 
which t waa Jiut fnlUn^ on the one hand, and the nanwr 
but atrai^Ut path to lita on the other, enabling me to 
twrapit ihi' one and enter the other just before it was too 
Utc Oh, sir I mr Ikeart fullows the footsteps of Jstiu, 
■uitt a* vim bring him bel'ore ua, and simply relate his ocU 
(if nwrcy and lore. It burns within me, and I aeem able to 
faiiov iiiVM*ir cliN<i>ly following him. But pray go on." 

"'^Vt> havo not mui-h moruto consider in this chapter,' 
ni>|tlW llw> iHUlor. "This was one of the miracles our 
l.>>r»t ohiwo u\ koq> aecret; he had his own unerring 
ni>>li\M lor it j but U' it as it may, he was not obeyed, for 
it l» wrillPii, ' U«i fliargi-d thorn that tlicy should tell no 
\mn i but (hf mow ho i?lini^>d tht-m, so much the more 
ajtfwat \\**{ ihov iinblisht>«l it,'" (\Vrae36.) 

" \Vw ihi* ri'^ht, Mtr said Mr. Hill. 

" Wo ,-«utu>i ilcirrmino.'* rrpUi-d Mr. C . "Oor 

1i'4\l iiiiPiidM) hi itt<t us an example of self-denial; to 
ivti>t-f»ti vvwr >l(iMrin^ thv |>raU» vf men, and to teach » 
thai iu »>wv •prvii-w i>*>rti«mti<d fiwr him, we should be fire* 
(V\«« all (W>iH)>:s ,n' prido and Ml^ntaiion, and simply to 
■aA, hi* yn\» and j-Wr. If oor a(4a are known, It 
«h«<t)l>l Hti (<i* liur any >>Tvi1it ihov may do to us, but dist 
*'ttt fr'ltih.-v tM liMtfii. who aU>no enahlee na to pertvu 
tWw. wa.v »<«> sU*i«^l, Ii i* h* who wwka in na bott 
»*» m^S *«.( h» *...• and tb«w acts of benevolenee n 
a(»*ji.* ftiljiM ilwi ^ . > by the purifying 

(««H<M\\'H i"* the l^vvi ;'. :■ >jiv 1, I'tii^nt are many, 1 
•**'- " h>*-- llW famigtl <*wtl*h; actt proceed from a desire 
^ ^^^ j^*** JBJBfclBfcHtP'* *^'^ names printed 
" " 1^^^^^^^^^^ • B of n, so kind 

■ 1'-'^ "nlv doing 
'trwardi 
■ ..\ ^t« thP 
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fkr taon strict sccoont than tbey have an idea of. It is 
only the works of the Lord Jesna that can stand the teat : 
no tin iDln|;led with hia doiogg to defile ttem; in them 
there #ere no shortcomings, no imperfections, no unhal- 
lowed ffiotires, no Tain-glorioas feelings; and the applause 
of the astonished multitude produced no emotions of pride 
in his bosom, for perfection marked all he did, as it is 
written, ' He is the Rock ; his work is perfect, for all his 
ways are Judgment ; a God of truth, and without iniqui^, 
JQSt and right is he.' (Deut. zzxii. 4.) Hence, the people 
only glorified and praised him as they ought when ther 
exclidtned, ' He hath done all things well ; he maketh both 
the deaf to hear and the damb to speak.' (Mark vii. 37.) 
" Meditate upon this scriptnre, my dear friends. The 
Holy Ghost put the words into the people's hearts, and 
compelled them thus to show forth his praise, that those 
who came after might profit by it. His miracles are 
related in all their wonderful rariety for the same cause, 
and to encourage us to apply to him in our need, laying 
our wants before him, and waiting patiently, but perae- 
veringiy, for tliat hour when he shall deliver us from 
bondage, and give us the assistance we so greatly desire ; 
for he bestows grace to the lips, understanding to the 
heart, eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame. 

"And now, before we part," proceeded Mr. C , 

"allow me to ask you plainly, How would you have 
acted, had you been situated as this poor, afflicted parent ? 
Would you have followed Jesus, notwithstanding hb cold, 
repulsive manner? or would you have turned away 
with streaming eyes, saying, ' God hath forsaken me, 
and my God Wh forgotten me ?' (Isa. xlix. 14.) We^ 
believers soon make this their cry, forgetting the faith- 
fulness of their covenant Gkid, and that they have no right 
to question his promises or grace. He has said, ' He mUl 
be their God, and they »hall be his peopla' (Jer, xxxi. 
S8,) Thf^ shall, because he trill. He who has man's 
heart in his hand, and power, nills it to be his ; and his 
glory is concerned in rendering it obedient. It was to 
exemplify this divine doctrine that the events we have 
been considering occurred. The Syrophenidao woman 
could not have perseveringly followed Jesus in her own 
strength, but grace was given to her; and thus her con- 
^Ae^Bjecorded for our encouragement, and t\^e '^Tom.'cAvm 
^^^^i^'vipe glory, for the Lord JehovtAi \& mtt^v&ei'wi 
■ittiacv and holiaeas of his peopVe. 
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*' Ponder, therefore, what you have heard to-day, and 
pray for a blessing upon it. Look steadfastly to Jesus : 
he has caused you to feel your need of him, and to know 
that you are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked ; and having given you this knowledge, he will 
supply you out of his fulness, and will say to you as to his 
redeemed ones of old, * I will not contend for ever, neither 
will I be always wroth : for the spirit should fiedl before 
me, and the souls which I have made. I have seen his 
ways, and will heal him : I will lead him also, and restore 
comfort unto him and to his mourners. I create the fruit 
of the lips ; Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to 
him that is near, saith the Lord ; and I will heal him. 
But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot 
rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt There is no 
peace, saith my God, to the wicked.' (Isa. Ivii. 16 — ^21.) 

'* May he apply this word to your souls, and lead you 
to seek for salvation in this his appointed hour of mercj 
and forgiveness." 
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" The subject we have entered upon seems to me to 
increase in interest, my dear friends," said the pastor, as 
he opened his Bible, and then looked around on his 
assembled people, ** Our portion to-day," he resumed, "will 
be a part of the 16th and 17th chapters of St. Matthew; 
and 1 earnestly hope a blessing from on high may be 
with us, that the closer we follow the footsteps of our 
Lord, the more fully may be bestowed upon us the hearing 
ear and the willing mind, inducing us to search deep into 
those precious truths contain ed in the Bible, and which are 
written for our comfort, encouragement, and direction. 

<' After Jesus had healed the daughter of the Syrophe- 
nician woman, cured multitudes of lame, blind, and maimed, 
and again fed many with the scanty fare provided for 
himself and his disciples, he came into the coasts of 
Cesarea-Philippi. This is supposed to have been the same 
place which was formerly called Laish or Dan ; it was 
situated in the north, and had been rebuilt by Philip the 
Tetrarch, Herod's brother, and called by him * Cesarea,' in 
honour of Tiberius Caesar, the Roman emperor ; but in 
order to distinguish it from another city of the same name, 
which was in the south, he added his own name, Philippi ; 
hence the word, Cesarea-Philippi. Thither Jesus resorted 
for peace and retirement ; and being at length alone with 
his disciples, he asked them, * Whom do men say that 
I the Son 'of Man am?' Observe the humiliating title he 
gives himself, * the Son of Man.' Sixty-one times it is to 
be found in the Gospels, in reference to some part of his 
work or character, and uniting, as it were, his two natures, 
human and divine, for * verily he took not on him the 
nature of angelsj but he took on him the seed of Abraham,' 
that thus becoming the Son. and servant of his heavenly 
Father, he might redeem \xuto \i\ma^l «. ^t^xsXttx ^^<^^\ft, 
nAo should be his joy and ctoyiti oi T«i^o\cm« W «^^\ ^5!l\ 
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ever. In reply to his inquiry, the disciples answered, ^ Some 
say that thou art John the Baptist ; some, Elias ; and others, 
Jeremias, or one of the prophets.' (Matt. xvi. 14.) Hence, 
it appears that no one seems to have had really just appre- 
hensions of his divinity. Those who valued him the most 
imagined that again one of their prophets had returned to 
earth. And as the Jews were then, as now, in constant 
expectation of the reappearance of Elias, or £lijah, they 
thought that perhaps he had already arrived in the person 
of Jesus." 

*^ But why do they expect him again, sir?" said Mr. 
HilL 

*^ In compliance with the view they take of Malachi iv. 

5, 6," replied Mr. C ; « ' Behold, I will send you 

Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord : and he shsdl turn the heart of 
the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children 
to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a 
curse.' Before we part to-day, I shall have occasion to 
enter more fully into this subject ; we will, therefore, pro- 
ceed with the consideration of the important question next 
put by our Lord — * But whom say ye that I am ?' (Verse 
15.) Oh, my people ! think upon these words ; the hap- 
piness or misery of your souls hangs upon your reply. If, 
with the self-righteous Jew, you look upon Jesus as a 
prophet only, woe unto you ; if, with the Socinian, you 
regard him merely as a man, a teacher of morality, but 
without his union with Deity, woe unto you; if, with the 
Papist, you accept him as your Saviour, but hot your entire 
Saviour, — your Mediator, but not your only Mediator, woe 
unto you ; or if, with thousands of persons, you take him 
as a kind of half Redeemer, looking to your own good 
works, your own righteousness for acceptance, and for him 
to supply your deficiencies, again I say, woe unto you. 
But may none of these refuges of lies be yours. May you 
have grace given you from on high to say with Peter, 
* Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.' This 
comprehends the whole of your salvation, the terms ol 
your acceptance with the Lord Jehovah. ' No man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,' who 
imparts to him this heaven-bom, life-giving faith ; not a 
cold, dead belief, which merely contents itself with t\\<^ 
acknowledgment of his sacred Person. arA c^«t^<(^\.^x \ \sv^X. 
that happy, bright, glorious feeling, -wYacVv Sa \sk^^^^sA 
bjr the Spirit from oa high, and ia aa eoctiftaX. oi ^\.ccqs^ 
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life. How evident is the differenoe ! h&w folly does such 
faith as this prove its origin ! We cannot believe in Jesus 
as the Christ, the Anointed of the Father, but by the 
Spirit He first convinces us of sm, and then applies the 
remedy; he enables us to find in the dear Ssvionr the very 
assistance we require ; we feel we are alienated from Qod 
by wicked works, (Col. L 21 ;) but through him we are 
reconciled; for in this blessed bool^ now in my hand^ 
I read, ^ If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous : and he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins.' (1 John iL 1, 2.) Again» I learn that 

* he casts all my sins behind his back,' (Isa. xxxviiL 17,) 
as not caring to look upon them ; yea, moreover, he * sends 
them into Che depths of the sea,' (Micah vii. 19t)^where 
surely they might be sought lor in vain ; but the meaning 
goes still further, for thereby I understand tibat they are 
washed away in the blood of my Redeemer, no mow to 
rise in judgment against me. 

^ Such, my friends," continued the pastor^ '^is the vast^ 
comprehensive meaning of Peter's words, m confestioa 
which he was enabled to make for himself and brethren, 
through the gracious influences of the Holy Spirit, fiat 
though, as I said b^ore, such was its meaning, Peter at 
this time had no idea of its full extent He did not unde^ 
stand the doctrine of the atonement as we shall soon 
perceive ; he knew little or nothing of the evil of his own 
heart ; he continually forgot himself, and the impetuosity 
of his character was being perpetually exhibited, while the 
fearful sins he fell into a short time afterwards call fordi 
our sorrow and dismay ; at the same time, the pardon be 
received from his gracious, insulted Master excites our 
wonder and increases our love to him, and distrust of our- 
selves. * And Jesus answered and said unto him, Bleiied 
art thou, Simon Bar-jcma ; for flesh and blood hath not 
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.' 
(Verse 17.) Our Lord, in reply to Peter's confession, said, 

* Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona,' — or Simon, the son of 
Joni^; thus reminding him of his origin, that he might be 
sensible of the mercy that called him, and made him to 
difl^er from his parents and kindred. And is it not well 
for us, also, to dwell upon the same subject ? for us to 
' look unto the«rock whence we are hewn, and t» the hole 

of the pit whence we are digged ?' " (^Isa. li. 1.) 
" What is your meanmg, mi V *«kdL^"^at^\ ^^\^»xkX!uat 
/oUow you here. From Niihafc tocV -^aa \ \«r«^ Va 'w 
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stance; and out oC what pit was I taken? Forgive me, 
sir," added he; ^*but I never listen for any one but 
myself.'* 

" So much the better, my friend," replied Mr. C . 

*' I wish every one would fdlow your example, and then 
we should more frequently see a blessing attend our labours. 
It is the duty of the Christian minister and teacher, con- 
tinually to remind his people of their origin, as lost, 
degraded and polluted by sin ; to teach them to contem- 
plate the natural hardness of their heart, which in the 
Bible is compared to a 'stone,' a 'nether mill-stone,' 
'adamant,' as expressive of the impossibility of making 
any impression, and of the stubbornness of the natural 
heart, which ' is enmity against God.' " 

«< True enough," said the farmer ; " and this was the 
character of my heart, for many years ; I now see the kind 
of quarry I came from, and the deep pit of guilt and pol- 
lution I was drawn from. I required strong cords to pull 
me out, dear sir," added the old man, with his eyes full of 
tears ; " but they never broke or let me go, for they were 
twisted by the love of my God and Saviour, and never 
loosed their hold until they had tied me firmly to himself.'* 

" Nor even then," replied Mr. C— ; '* for the cord of 
love that drew you at the first, must still be entwined 
around you, leading you onward, step by step, through all 
the devious windings of your pilgrimage, across the deep 
river of death, and even to the gates of the heavenly 
Jerusalem." 

" Dear, dear," said Hyford, '^ what a mistake I made to 
snap short my precious cord, and fancy I could go on 
without it ! No, sir, the same love which plucked me out 
of the pit at first, must and will be with me to the end, for 
I know he will never leave me nor forsake me. But what 
next did he say to Peter, sir ?" 

" * Flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my 
Father which is in heaven ;' and how true it is," added Mr. 

C • "No human teaching, no depth of learning, no 

mental research, no earthly wisdom, can cause a man to 
know Jesus, who is made unto the believer ' wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.' (1 Cor. i. 
30.) No ; this is the immediate office of the Lord the Spirit, 
his own sacred prerogative, imparted to none besideA % l^x 
while the heavenly Father says of a wandeTOk^WHtket^^VDaj*^ 
seen his ways, and behold they are perveTO^ mjA Viifc'^^^^'^^ 
me;' and the loving Saviour adds, * 1 Vii\Yie«i)L\Am,l«a^^^^^ 
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him in my blood, and cleanse him from his iniquities ; the 
^acioos Spirit declares^ ' I will lead him, also, jmd restore 
comforts to him ; yes, I will lead him to that founteio, 
wherein I myself will wash lum ; a new heart will I give 
ihim, and a new spirit will I put within him ; and I will 
take away the stony heart out of his ^eak, and I will give 
him an heart of flesh. (Ezek.xxxW. 26 ; see also Isa. Ira. 
18.) And I will be his God, and he shall be my servant, 
my ransomed one.' Oh ! my peo|de, where is boasting? 
which of you haire« of yourselves, chosen the good and ^e 
right path ? Not one. * Ye hare not chosoi me,' says 
Jesus, ^ but I have chosen you, and cffdained you, that ye 
should go and bring foith fruit, and that your frmt shodid 
remain.' (John xv. 16.) Flesh and blood, 3r0ur own nataril 
inclinations, never led you fx) Christ, but my i^^ther which 
is in heaven ; yes, you ' love him, BBOAtJSS be first ioveil 
you,' and drew you with those same silken cmb our 
worthy ftiend here has found so soft and gentle. But 
Christ said more : 'And I say ako imto thee, That thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church ; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.' {Matt xri 
18.) I wish you attentively to examine this verse, for it 
is one upon which our poor midguided Romish brethren 
build one of their most fearful and antiscriptural doctrinea 
Jesus said, * Thou art Peter ; ' a word signifying rook or 
stone; a fit name for one who had just made so glorioni 
and powerful a confession of faith, which, as I said befon, 
contained the fundamental truth respecting the Redeemei'fl 
person and offices, and which would be the true ibbiding 
foundation whereupon he would build his diurch, and 
against which all the malice and power of hell should never 
prevaiL If you study the epistles of Peter, you will per^ 
ceive a solidity, a power, a firmness, in declaring the tntth, 
that well agrees with his name. He boldly preaches not 
himself, but Jesus to be ' the chief comer stone, -dect, 
precious.' (1 Pet. ii. 6.) He makes no mention of any 
other ; Christ is the living stone, the head of the 43ereer ; 
precious, indeed, to the believer ; but a stone of st u ai Aliag 
. and rock of offence to the disobedient, who stumble at the 
word." 

" But surely, sir," said Mr. Martin, *^ Peter was regarded 
as the chief of the apostles ; were not die keys of heaven 
given to him in particular V 

*^NOf" . replied Mr. C ; *^ yoxn ewwaoX. ykw^*^\ \»it 

•I can prove that Peter was not te^vc^^^ ^* ^Qftfe -^sMMa^ 
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of his compaaioii& At the time the disciples James and 
John wished to be nobles m lite temporal Idngdom they 
imagined tl^ir Master was going to estebhsh, he expressly 
said, * Whosoeyer will be great among you, let him be 
jour minister ; and whosoever will be chieif among yon, 
let him be your servant,' (Matt xx. 26, 27 ;) thus setting 
aside all distinctions, and declaring that he regarded them 
as equaL Peter himself, as if he ^resaw the sinful supre- 
macy that would be given to him, exhorts pastors or elders 
like himself, to feed the flock of Gody*— "^ not as lords over 
God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock,' (1 Pet. t. 
1 — 3 ;) evidently «howing that ne did not regard himself 
as in any relict superior to his brethren, but desirous to 
fulfil his important task of continually reminding them of 
the things that belonged to their everlasting peace, and 
exhorting them * to grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of his Lord and Saviour,* whom he so ardently loved." 

« WeU, sit," said Mr. Martin, "I must give up Peter's 
superiority ; you have certainly proved that he was only 
on an equality with his brethren, and I see the Roman 
Catholics are mistaken there ; but what do you say to the 
keys?" 

" That is the next verse," replied Mr. C-— , smiling. 
' And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.' (Verse 19.) In this verse, 
our Lord declared the authority wherewith he invested his 
apostles ; they were persons selected out of hundreds for a 
peculiar office ; they were hereafter to be endowed with tiie 
Spirit to fit them for it, and they were to go forth to a world 
sunk in darkness and the deepest idolatry, as the representa- 
tives of Him who came to illuminate it with his glorious 
light. And accordingly we find Peter the first In the mighty 
mission ; his ardent zeal, as usual, carrying him forwards ; and 
when on the day of Pentecost he heard the wonderful effects 
of the ou^Kniring of the Spirit blasphemously attributed 
to the power of wine, he started up to vindicate his 
Master's cause, and to shield his beloved brethren from the 
hateful charge. And truly his services were acknowledged, 
for the word was brought home with power, and * three 
thousand souls' were converted to the truth. But P^kx 
was not alone ; if you look througVi t\ie XcX^^^ ''j^^x ^"k^ 
&id the laboma of others of the apo%t\.e% iwiot^^^, ^^sA 
that they were also endued with aulVioivtY ^totn. «to«:i^^ 
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whereof the keys were an emblem, and were likewise the 
Saviour's ministers in the establishment of the GKispel 
kingdom. Having thus charged his disciples, and told 
them still to conceal his being indeed that Christ, the 

long-promised Messiah, who should come into the world, 
he began to show them how the great and mysterious 
work of redemption should be accomplished. And first, 
he declared he must go to Jerusalem, once so holy, the 
city of the great King, * God being known in 'her palaces 
as a sure refuge,' (Psalm xlviii. 3,) and causing righteous* 
ness to dwell throughout it; but now, alas! fearfully 
changed ; for * her silver had become dross, her wine 
mixed with water, her princes rebellious, and companions 
of thieves ; every one loving gifts, and seeking after 
rewards; judging not the fatherless, nor pleading the 
cause of the widow,' (Isa. i. 22, 23 ;) the murderess of . 
the prophets, and now ready to fill up the measure of her 
iniquity, by denying the Holy One and the Just, when 
he was sent to bless her, and invite her to partake freely of 
eternal life. 

*^ Such was the state of Jerusalem ; and thither he de- 
clared he was going — to die ! What a fearful shock this 
announcemeut must have been to his affectionate disciples ! 
Undoubtedly having just heard him declare himself the 
Messiah, the Prince, they thought he was going to esta- 
blish his kingdom without further delay ; they knew 
nothing of his priestly ofi&ce, as the atonement and sacri* 
fice their sins required, and consequently before the rest 
could express their feelings, * Peter took him, and began to 
rebuke him, saying. Be it far from thee. Lord ; this shall 
not be unto thee.' (Verse 22.) Here you see how 
ignorant he was ; he knew nothing of the mptery of god- 
liness, or of the necessity of a full, perfect and sufiicient 
sacrifice to satisfy the demands of God's holy law, and 
bring in a righteousness, whereby man might b^ saved. 
Peter says, * Be it far from thee. Lord ;' as if he had said, 
Pity thyself, or Spare thyself. Oh ! how little he knew 
what he said, or the fearful consequences, should his advice 
be taken. Had Jesus spared himself, and shrunk from 
lus awful task, man was lost for ever. What would have 
become of the promises in the garden, of the types and 
shadows of the Jewish worship, which, as I have frequently 
endeavoured to show you, xeiened \o >DAa ^s^oTAxavva wiffer- 

2ng8, and still more wondtoxia de«X\v, «cA NJVivSa. ^«» 

instituted in order to keep.m the mm^ ^i ^^ ^o^^^^ 
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kingdom of redemption, which was founded in the begin- 
ning of time, and completed when his sacred blood began 
to flow ! Well did Peter deserve the reproof he received, 
and which conveys to each of us a vast and important 
lesson. ^ The Lord turned, and said unto htm. Get thee 
behind me, Satan ; thou art an offence unto me ; for thou 
savouxest not the thii^ that be of God, but those that be 
of men.' (Verse 2^) This sounds severe on the part of 
Jesusy so kind and gentle as he was wont to be ; but he 
was the true discerner of the thoughts, and who influenced 
those thoughts. Peter, unknown to himself, was acting 
as the agent of the prince of darkness^ and was endeavour- 
ing to Induce the Saviour to shun the cross. Baffled on all 
oecasions by the Messiah, Satan here tries another method, 
and in the person of this favoured disciple, expected to 
gain at least a momentary tnumph. He makes Peter's • 
affection the medium of the temptation. And is this 
never the case now? Alas! how often are our best 
beloved and most intimate friends our stumbling-blocks, and 
instruments in our wily adversary's hands to seduce us 
from the faith. The method he pursued in Eden he prac- 
tises now ; there, in the shape of a hamdess^ gentle ser- 
pent, he beguiled Eve ; instilled the poison of doubt and 
unbelief into her unsuspicious mind, and finally accom- 
plished his infernal designs by first rendering her guilty, 
and then employing her to act as the seducer of her lord 
and husband. And were we to go through the histories 
of the various characters brought before us in the Bible, 
and then turn to every-day experience, to what happens 
both to ourselves and others, we should too truly find that 
friends and chosen companions are continually the active 
agents <fi Satan, in drawing us out of the plain, straightfoi- 
ward path of duty. Let us maintain a watch over our- 
selves likewise, lest what I have said should be only too 
applicable. Be faithful, my dear friends, towards each 
other, strengthening those with whom you have intercourse 
in the path of duty, however rough and thorny it may be. 
Do not act the part oi flatterers, or seducers, and under 
a feeling of tenderness, neglect to reprove with gentleness 
whait you may see amiss, though with unfeigned humility 
likewise, ' considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted,' 
^GaL vi. 1 ;) for it is * only by faith we stand.' " 

'^ Ah, sir," said Mr. Smith, *< it ia wben w^ \<^«kX ^il'^^X^ 
iiim he i» nearest at hand." 
'" '^^ndy BO,*' replied Mr. C •, " vXxat Va ^^MtV. ^"^ ^^^ 
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system ; ' surely in vaia is the net spread in the sight of 
any bird.' (Prov. i. 17.) And it is not in the great occur- 
rences of life the devil mostly gains his ends ; at those 
times the Christian is watchful and awake ; he feels he 
requires strength from above, and he applies for it, and 
receives it; but it is in little matters in every-day life, in 
the trifles that compose the prinoipal portion of existence, 
that we require to be continually on the watch : and 
never more so than when we have experienced g^at 
spiritual comforts ; then, instead of getting still closer 
under the shadow of our gracious Lord, we are apt to 
fancy we stand strong, and can maintain our ground. 
And what is the consequence ? Like Peter, we may be 
pronounced ' blessed' one moment, the next declared to 
be an ^ offence.' It reminds me of a circumstance I have 
often heard of a truly good man, who was told of the 
excellence of the sermon he had just delivered, and replied, 
^ Hush, Satan told me that before.' Yes, his natural heart, 
influenced by evil, whispered that he had done well ; bat 
grace came to his assistance, told him to reject the tempta- 
tion, and give the glory where alone it was due ; for what 
have we that we have not received ? Then why should we 
glory as though we had not received it ?' (1 Cor. iv. 7.) 
No ; whatever we have and are, we have derived from him, 
who has 'formed us for his glory and to show forth his 
praise.' 

" After Jesus had reproved his too forward disciple, he 
proceeded to give them all a lesson for their guidance and 
conduct while they were to remain on earth. He foresaw 
the trials and sufferings to which they would be severally 
exposed, and he began to arm them with instructions 
suitable to their case. He knew when the Shepherd 
was removed, the sheep would be scattered, and unused 
to think and act for themselves, as long as he was with 
them, from this time he began to teach them many 
things relative to their future guidance and conduct. And 
first, he set before them the great duty of self-denial, 
showing them how they must act as his disciples. 'If 
any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me.' (Matt. xvi. 24.) Thus 
he replies to Peter ; instead of sparing or pitying himself, 
as Peter urged him, he says, ' 1 deny myself ; from the 
time I left my throne of glory, it has been one con- 
stant act of self-denial. In noxiim^l Vw?^ >at«ii ^^vs^; 
nor have I thought o£ pl^aavn^ t)ci^ ^^^, xss^ \ik»&»&l 
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nature, but throughout my whole ministry on earth, I 
have sought my Father's glory, and the. salvation of guilty 
man ; and you, too, must walk the same weary path ; 
if you woidd be my disciples, you must crucify the* 
flesh, with the affections and lusts. You must forget the 
things that are behind, and press on to those that are 
before. You must pass through earth with your hearts 
and hopes set upon heaven ; you must seek not your own 
glory, but refer ail to him that seeketh and judgeth. (John 
viiL 50.) Being part of my mystical body, you must imitate 
the Head, and as in all things I have denied myself, so 
must all those who profess to follow me do likewise, other- 
wise they are not my genuine, true disciples.' Again, he 
adds, ^ Whosoever will save his life, shall lose it ; and. 
whosoever will lose his life for my sake, shall find it' 
(Verse 25.) *The noble army of martyrs praise thee.' 

Yes," continued Mr. C , his eye kindling as he spoke, 

** a noble army, indeed ; young and old, poor and rich, 
men and women; persons who loved not their lives, 
neither were they dear to them, but willingly laid them 
down for the love they bore to Jesus, and to the word of 
his testimony, have found the truth of this great promise ; 
for whDe they poured out their blood upon the earth, they 
were welcomed into the realms of bliss amid the shouts of 
the immortals, and from the hands of him for whose sake 
they died, received a crown of glory, that shall never fade 
away." 

"But, dear sir," said Hyford, "I fear many a one 
denies his Saviour for the sake of ease and profit.'* 

** Alas ! too many," replied Mr. C , sorrowfully ; 

" but it brings with it, even in this life, its own condemna- 
tion. Never do you find a backslider happy ; it is said, 
* he shall be filled with his own way,' (Prov. xiv. 14 ;) and 
it is true to the letter ; he is denied that peace which the 
Spirit alone can give, and which is so far beyond all price, 
that those who possess it would not part with it if they 
could. Our Lord may well ask, ' What is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole woi'ld, and lose his own soul ?, 
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul ?'«(Mattj 
xvi. 26.) Here is the balance ; now, my friends, put the 
two opponents into the scales, and see the result. The 
world, riches, honours, and death, on the one side, against 
the soul, trisds, and eternal life ; and wh\c\i \a \>^"9X.'\ ^xi;:^- 
posing you have gained all that the "WotV^ co\i\!^\i^^\«^' — 
you were loaded with titles and ncYiea, wid'^OMY^^'®''^'^^'*^^ 
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all that is called desirable; vfhut is the result? a fatal 
disease is sent upon you ; the decree goes from the Loni 
Jehovah, that your days are numbered ; and what then f 
* Vanity of vanities ; all is vanity/ This was the cry of the 
wisest of men, even S(AomMi ; and it will be your cry too, 
when death and the grave appear before you, and widi 
mockery declare that you must leave your cheri^ed all to 
go with them, and ^ say to oorrupticm, Thou art my 
^ther ; and to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my 

sister.' ( Job xvil 15.) 1 have laboured,^* added Mr. G , 

".to enforce this most important scripture upon your 
minds, and to show you, that if you forsake Christ, you 
sen yourselves to Satan. You must belong to one or the 
other, for there is no other master for you to follow. Oh! 
that you may learn righ^ to know the value of your 
souls by considering tite enormous price paid for their 
redemption, and that in the estimation of Jesus, the woild 
itself is worthless in comparison. ^ For,' says he, * what 
is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole wobld, and 
lose his own soul ? or what shall a 'man ^ve in exclmiige 
for his soul ?' (Matt xvL 26.) And then, though in 
appearance he spake as one of themselves, thdr equal, in 
dress, figure, and manner, he suddenly changed his theme, 
and added, * For the Son of Man shall come in the glory 
of his Father, with the holy angels, and then he shtS 
reward every man according to his works.' In order to 
make this declaration plainer, and convince them of its 
truth, in a few days afterwards he became transfigured or 
changed into a bright, glorious form. It had been my 
intention to enter fiilly upon this remarkable part of our 
Lord's history, but I find that time fails me to-day. When 
we next meet, I trust, with the Divine assistance, to dweD 
largely upon it, for it is a vast and glorious subject, the 
consideration of which is calculated to warm aird aimnate 
our drooping faith, and urge us to perform the woriE 
assigned us by Him, who was dead and is aKve again, and 
alone possesses the keys of death and heU ; to Him be 
ascribed power, glory, and honour, for ev^ and ever. 
Amen.^ 



m. CL4Y, rmTSu, smm^^ vnsK •««.* 



No.21. N.T.] 

TRACTS 
NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 

BY MKS. BEST, 



'Wtit SransfEgutation. 




LONDON: 

HOULSTON AND STONEMAN, 

85, PATEBNOSTER ROW, 

1850. 



THE 

NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 



*' I HATR thought many times," said Mr. C , " of Ibe 

subject we have taken far our instruction and considerstioa 
to-dsy ; it was much too grand and beautiful for U9 to 
have haatilj' noticed it last week; and I triut, with the 
nwUtance of the Spirit from on high, bo to enter into ind 
cousideT it, that a blessing may rest upon my endeavonn, 
and your minds be elevated to a full appreciatioa of the 
liappineH such a glorious display of the Divinity of our 
dear Redeemer is calculated to produce. Hitherto he hu 
walked throughout the land as a teacher and instructor ; 
we liaTV foUowed him to the banks of the Jordan, to G«Ii' 
Ire. to his own city, Capernaum, to the proud Jerusaleni; 
nnd merrr. pity and kindnes« have accompanied his stepi. 
Multitudes crowded round bim, either to hear the gradoni 
words that proceeded out of his mouth, or to receive somt 
benefit. »i>me mcicy which he only could bestow. Bnt tut 
lime of suffering was drawing on, and he -was graeionilf 
and p«dnally preiMiing hu diadples for hiz departure &Dni 
ihem. lie liwfaed «pan them as a tender friend bcboldi 
tb<>»e dear I'wes k* fiwU he will boob be called apon to 
lea^-e : he knew diat eie k<i^ ihey woaki be aa aheep de- 
|«ivr>l cif U-.nr ahefibenU and cxpoaed to the ecx& ud 
inf«]t» «f a ni^ aaid beatfaca wU; h^ Aear Maatcr and 
llfA. wvwld be ie«MN«d, mii ite b^fir tnse of thdr 
Kjiwrni tKC**^" wnU o^ ha tmm pMt dmn of bSi^ 
Tii "iff*^ "^ comofe tlieai ftr 
i tbeir nundi to 
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and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was 
white as the light."' (Matt. xvii. 1, 2.) 

" This is an event well deserving our attention," con- 
tinued Mr.XJ , "for the more we dwell upon it, the 

more our faith will be confirmed, and the brighter will be 
our views with regard to that glorious future state of ex- 
istence thus clearly revealed. Our Lord repaired, it is 
generally thought, to Tabor, a lofty mountain in the north 
of Galilee ; there, only accompanied by three of his dis- 
ciples, he went to the summit, and began to pray; To 
meditate on Jesus praying gives rise to thoughts both won- 
derful and grand. How it identifies him with ourselves ! 
setting us not only the example of diligence in the per- 
formance of this duty, but showing us the simple way 
whereby we may receive a supply for all our necessities. 
Nothing can more fully establish the love of the Lord 
Jehovah towards us his creatures, than the continual en- 
couragement and instruction given in his word on this 
mighty and important matter. When man by sin had 
completely lost his way, the road was revealed, and the 
path made plain ; the love of God in Christ Jesus was 
made manifest ; and in order to induce us to approach him 
without fear or reserve, he declares, * Before they call, I 
will answer ; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.' 
(Isa. Ixv. 24.) Lay this Scripture to heart, my people, 
and with that before you, say, What is there that God my 
Father will deny me, when I approach him in the name 
and through the blood of Jesus? for I remember it is 
written, * He that spared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us aU, how shall he not with him freely give us 
all things V (Rom. viii. 32.) Yes, it was to ensure a recep- 
tion for his ransomed ones, his own people, that Jesus 
prayed ; he pleaded for them, and prevailed. Love brought 
him down into the Garden of £den, to declare his deter- 
mination of destroying the fell purposes of the great enemy 
of souls ; and the same unfailing love marked his treatment 
of his creatures from that moment to the wondrous hour 
when he became a babe in Bethlehem, while his heralds at 
his command were proclaiming to the universe, peace and 
pardon to the guilty and the lost. The same unwearying 
love directed his human footsteps ; and not in one single 
instance do we find it faiL The event before us is a still 
further proof of this, for how surely was it calculated to 
strengthen the faith of his disciples, and lead us al&c^ x.^~ 
regard him as our Saviour and our God\ S^SM-a ^wj^^i^^ 
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poured out bis supplications for his people, ^he made inter- 
cession for the transgressors ;' (Isa. liii. 12;) God with 
God communed on the vast, the mightily conceived plan of 
redemption ; and, as if to give a visible, undeniable proof 
of its eft'ects and glorious consequences, by degrees * the 
fashion of his countenance was altered, and his face shone 
as the sun, while his raiment became shining, exceeding 
white as snow, so as no fuller on earth can whate them/ ^ 

" Oh, sir," said Hyford, " rest here for a while, and dwell 
largely upon this bright view of our glorified Lord ! My 
heart bums within me, for methinks we have much to do 
with it." 

" We have, indeed," replied Mr. C ; " I am quite 

as willing to tarry here as yourself, my worthy friend, and 
to say with Peter, * Lord, it is good for us to be here.' 
This was the brightest, the most undeniable proof of the 
Saviour's divinity that he displayed during his sojourn upon 
earth. Never until the hour of his ascension did he so 
graciously declare himself as ' God manifest in the flesh,' 
(1 Tim. iii. 16 ;) but now he lays aside his disguise, if I 
may so term it, and appears as he really is, the Sun of 
Righteousness, the Light of the world, * the brightness of 
his Father's glory, and the express image of his Person;' 
(Heb. i. 3 ;) while his raiment 'became white and glis- 
tering,' even as the sun when shining in his full meridian 
splendour, and rendering him too bright for mortal eyes to 
look upon." 

" Why is the fuller mentioned here, by way of com- 
parison ?" said Mr. Basil. 

" To bring forward Jesus as he who can alone make the 
robes of our righteousness pure and white," replied Mr. 

C- . " The trade of a fuller is to bleach and cleanse 

cloth or linen ; it. was foretold of the Lord, the Messenger 
of the covenant, that he should be like a ' refiner's fire, and 
like fuller's sope ;' (Mai. iii. 2 ;) refining, that is. purifpng 
and reforming his Church, cleansing it with his Spirit 
washing it in the fountain of his blood, and separating for 
himself a peculiar people, whom he will present without 
spot, pure and faultless, before his Father's throne. 

" I love," continued the Pastor, " to meditate upon the 

transfiguration of Jesus ; for therein I imagine I behold 

something of the nature of that wonderful glorious change 

that shall take place in those who are upon the earth at 

his second advent. St. PavA teWs >\ft xXwiX. ' ^^^Vv ^ud blood 

cannot inherit the kingdom oi Ood\ xw^\\.\\«t t^xi <iWT>\^'C>sso. 
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inherit incorruption.' (1 Cor. xv. 50.) That is undeniable ; 
these miserable bodies, prone to every evil and pain entailed 
upon them by the fall, would be truly imfit companions for 
the bright sons and daughters of heaven. We should be 
like spots in such a glorious throng, as half-naked beggars 
amongst the jewelled beauties of a court No, my friends, 
flesh and blood have no business there ; but we must be 
made ' meet for the inheritance of the saints in light ;' by 
a marvellous process, incomprehensible to man, we must 
be changed ; this corruptible must put on incorruption ; 
and after the ' resurrection of those who have slept in 
Jesus' has taken place, we which are alive and are thus 
prepared, shall be ' caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.' (1 Thess. iv. 16, 17.) 
Let it therefore be the end and aim of your existence to 
prepare for this. It matters not whether you go down into 
the grave, sleeping in peace until that great morning dawns, 
or whether you are amongst the multitude of those who 
shall be living — your concern is, or ought to be, whether 
you * live, to live unto the Lord ; or whether you die, to 
die unto the Lord : living or dying to be his.' (Rom. xiv. 8.) 
I would I could more fully impress this mighty subject 
upon your hearts. Yet a little while, yea, a very little 
while, and 'he that shall come will come, and will not 
tarry.' (Heb. x. 37.) He tells us himself, * he stands at 
the door, knocking.' Now you know, if a person is knock- 
ing at a door, it is because he is close at hand, wanting to 
be admitted ; and as soon as you open the door, he walks 
in. Thus it is now with Jesus ; he is knocking at the door 
of your hearts, by his word and ordinances, by his provi- 
dences and judgments, and demands admittance that he 
may become master ; for he claims them as his own, and, 
if you will permit him, will turn out every enemy, every 
hateful lust and passion which has robbed them of their 
peace, and exposed them to destruction; and he knocks 
also loudly to the world, declaring that though it says, 
peace and safety, — * for where is the promise of his coming } 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the creation,'— yet the hour is at 
hand when they who will know nothing of him * shall call 
upon the mountains and rocks to fall on them, and hide 
them from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and 
from the wrath of the Lamb,' — from Him whose w"ms\^ \vo^ 
is Love, who pleads both with us and for ma \ ViM\. XJaien '^"^^ 
be the mighty and inflexible Judge. 
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In this wondrous transaction Jesus was not alone, for 
when the astonished disciples looked up, they saw Moses 
and Elias, on either side of their glorified Master, in deep 
and earnest converse ; neither has the Holy Ghost left us 
ignorant of the subject, for we are expressly told that it 
was on that mighty work of redemption which by his 
decease he should very soon after accomplish in Jerusalem. 
Oh, my friends ! the very angels are amazed at the won- 
ders of redeeming love ; and the redeemed, who have felt 
its efficacy, rejoice with a joy those pure spirits cannot 
understand." 

" No wonder," muttered Hyford ; ** they have not stood 
on the verge of hell, and been prevented from falling in." 

" No, Mr. Hyford," said Mr. C , '* you are right; 

the angels, who have never sinned, cannot feel as we do- 
it is impossible ; they have had no evil to contend with, 
no temptations to resist, no infirmities to conquer; and 
had not Jesus taken upon him our nature, and actuall? 
become one of ourselves, he could not have wept over and 
pitied us as he did. It was only as man he could take part 
in our sorrows, and alleviate them ; as man, he could stand 
forth and say to his justly offended Father, ' Deliver them 
from going down into the pit, I have found a ransom.* 
And it was in the bright hour of his Transfiguration that 
he realized this mighty truth, and displayed to the believer 
the freeness, fulness, suitableness, and all-sufficiency of 
his person and righteousness for the marvellous work he 
had undertaken. 

" Again, much that was great and glorious was pre- 
figured by Moses and Elias being the chosen pair out of 
the multitude of patriarchs that dwelt above. Moses was 
a type of the law, which, in its various ceremonies and 
ordinances, universally pointed to Jesus as the sacrifice and 
atonement for sin ; and Elias of the prophets, who fore- 
told the grace that should come unto us, and which was 
re-echoed by John in the wilderness, when he proclaimed 
the Being whom he had just baptized to be ' indeed the 
Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world.' Well 
might this be the theme of these glorified saints. Their 
Redeemer was then actually engaged in accomplishing that 
very work which they had foretold hundreds of years 
before, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and which, until 
then, they could not perfectly comprehend, though they 
inquired and searched di\\gev\t\y lo eTv?k!c\^ \>cv^tr. Vq> d» ao ; 
tjiey now beheld him as on tYve eve oi %\ve^^\w^ \>c«x >Jv^skA 
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of atonement which, by faith, they had bathed in long 
before, and with the multitude of their ransomed compa- 
nions they exclaim, ' Salvation to our God which sitteth 
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.' (Rev. vii. 10.) 

*' The apostles had reason to be perplexed and wonder, 
and while James and John were silent, Peter, with his 
usual forwardness, exclaimed, * Lord, it is good for us to 
be here : if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles ; 
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.' (Matt, 
xvii. 4.) Though he did not * know what he said/ yet 
truly his declaration that it was good to be there was just. 
He beheld his glorified Lord, he who is the * brightness of 
his Father's glory, and the express image of his person,' 
(Heb. i. 3,) in * whose presence is fulness of joy, and at 
whose right hand there are pleasures for evermore.' (Psalm 
xvi. 11.) And he had, in fact, a foretaste of that future 
inheritance of the SEunts in light, which undoubtedly was 
deeply refreshing and encouraging to all of them in the 
trials and sufferings they were afterwards called upon to 
endure. That Jesus was in appearance the same as when 
beheld by John in the island of Patmos, is evident, from 
the Apostle instantly recognising him there. The vision 
on the Mount could never be forgotten ; therefore, when 
he heard him whom he called the * Son of Man,' declare 
himself the * Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, he 
who liveth and was dead, and possessed the keys of hell 
and of death,' he felt again in the presence of him with 
whom he had conversed and dwelt, and who had humbled 
himself, even to the dust, for the sake of his guilty yet 
still beloved creature man. The disciples, likewise, in- 
stantly knew Moses and Elias, men whom they had never 
seen before, companions now in glory, rejoicing together in 
Kweet harmony over the conqueror of sin and Satan. How 
cheering, how delightful to dwell upon the scene ! truly 
it is good for us to do so, for the meditation thereof is cal- 
culated to increase our faith, enlarge our hopes, and dry 
our tears. Many cold speculative Christians, devoid of 
bright warm views of futurity, chill their weak brethren by 
declaring that, hereafter, the friendships of this world shall 
cease ; that all shall be one in Christ ; but that the sweet 
precious re-union of long separated relatives cannot har- 
monise with the spiritual state. Oh ! my dear friends, 
believe not those who say so. The subject )aeiox^ \i% ^xa\^^ 
its fallacy; and I could produce a multitude oi t-t^Xa m ^\\^- 
port of a doctrine replete with happiness and coiv%vA»X\ow. 
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" Let US, then, look forward to that glorious hour, when. 
our pilgrimage on earth heing completed, we shall receive 
our summons to enter into His presence, who has bought 
us with his own blood, and therefore bestowed upon us 
immortality. Methinks I hear the delight with which the 
command is listened to by those dear ones already there ; 
they are to prepare to greet us on that blissful shore ; they 
are to be present to bid us welcome, to congratulate us 
upon our having at last shaken off our coats of dust ; and 
their sweet voices will resound throughout the arch of 
heaven, as one beloved relative after another is brought 
home, and united with them never more to part And 
with what joy, also, will ministers then recognise their 
beloved people," added the Pastor, his eyes beaming with 
unfeigned pleasure, "as their joy and crown of rejoicing; 
those to whom they were sent as Heaven's ambassadors, 
proclaiming pardon, reconciliation, and peace, in the name 
of their great Master ; and who were given to them as the 
fruits of their ministry ! Oh, what a recognition will there 
be then ! What joy to the servant of Jesus, when one 
after another welcome him as the honoured instrument of 
warning them to flee from the wrath to come ! And he 
will say with a delight unknown, even to the angels, * Here 
I am, and those whom thou hast given me ; for, through 
thy grace assisting me, I have laboured to be faithful, and 
to lead these redeemed ones in the^ paths of holiness and 
peace.'" 

*• Sir," said Hyford, with much emotion, " this will be 
your case. You will have a large family ready to welcome 
you above ; for, if ever minister strove to win souls, you 
do." 

" Hush, my old friend," replied the Pastor ; " if any 
seals are given to my ministry, it is my Master that has 
bestowed them on me ; for not one could I have gained of 
myself. ' Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but God 
giveth the increase ;* therefore, if in his wondrous con- 
descension and goodness he employs and blesses my labours 
in his vineyard, my spiritual children and I shall rejoice 
together, and by ascribing the praise where alone it is due, 
increase the happiness that even heaven affords. We will 
now return to the deeply interesting subject of our chap- 
ter. We find, by referring to St. Luke, (chap, ix, 33,) 
that it was as the saints were deyarting that Peter, over- 
come with the brightness oi t\ve ^\ot^ \i^\i€>[v^^, ol^^x^dto 
make three tabernacles, one ioi ^es»\i%, o^^ \q.x W^^%&^^ m^ 
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one for Elias ; well may it be added, ^ not knowing what 
he said.' No, Peter in every sense showed his ignorance ; 
he did not, in the first place, comprehend the typical cha- 
racter of the bright beings he looked upon. The Law, the 
Prophets, and the Gospel of our adorable Redeemer, all 
agree, all declare the same great and precious truth, viz. 
salvation by Jesus Christ, and cannot be divided. Next, 
J^'sus must not tarry long on the Mount, for his work on 
earth was yet unfinished; more miracles testifying his power 
were to be performed ; more displays of his mission were 
to be made ; . and, above all, the fearful yet glorious work 
of atonement was to be accomplished, before the Lord of 
Life could rest in peace. His companions, likewise, had 
performed their mission, and were returned to the realms 
of light, when a bright cloud overshadowed the human wit- 
nesses, who feared as they entered into it. (Luke ix. 34.) 
And why } was not their Master, Jesus, with them there ? 
Had he, too, vanished and left them only the past to dwell 
upon ? Oh, no ! on the contrary, he was going to give 
them still further manifestations of his reality, of the mighty 
privileges bestowed upon them. For it was from thence 
they directly after heard the Lord Jehovah pronounce the 
solemn words, * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ; hear ye him.* (Matt. xvii. 5.) 

" Profit by this, my people," added the Pastor ; " remember 
that clouds are an emblem of those events and circumstances 
which for a time render us unmindful of our Master's pre- 
sence. In seasons of trial, or sickness, or bereavements, 
or disappointments, or crosses, how apt are we to exclaim, 

* God hath forsaken me, and my God hath forgotten me !' 
(Isa. xlix. 14,) but it is no such thing. He is near at 
hand, watching the fire he himself has kindled, and ready 
to disperse the cloud he has drawn over us, by a sweet and 
peculiar manifestation of himself, so bright, so refreshing, 
that the darkness becomes light, and the obscurity as the 
noonday sun. But, in after times, what was Peter's 
Temembrance of this vision ? He shall answer for himself. 

* Moreover,* says he, ' I will endeavour that ye may be 
able after my decease to have these things always in 
remembrance. For we have not followed cunningly de- 
vised fables, when we made known unto you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eye-wit- 
nesses of his majesty. For he received froTKi G<i^ XJaa 
Father honour and glory, when there came sw^^ ^wNcar^Xo 

him from the excellent glory, This is la^ \>eVoNe^ ^o\x^ V^. 
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whom I am well pleased. And this voice which came from 
heaven we heard, when we were with him in the holy 
mount.' (2 Pet. i. 15 — 18.) Blessed are those who hear 
and understand, who believe and feel the power of the 
voice that commands them to accept of Jesus, and who 
realize his presence under every variety and circumstance 
of life." 

" But I expect, Mr. C " said Mrs. Basil, ** glorious 

as was the vision, the disciples were delighted again to see 
their loved Master with them as usual." 

** No doubt," replied Mr. C ; " it is written, * They 

saw no man, save Jesus only.* (Verse 8.) How simply 
beautiful is this ! — no man, save Jesus ! Upon him they 
looked devoid of fear ; they loved him— oh, how ardeutly ! 
as their Master and Lord, their friend and instructor, their 
guide and counsellor. ' They loved him with that perfect 
love that casteth out fear.' (1 John iv. 18.) Their hearts 
trusted him, for had he not said a short time before, ' It ii 
I, be not afraid ?' They had beheld him for a few moment! 
in his glory, and were thus convinced of his divine charac- 
ter, but now the radiance had passed away, and once again 
he wore the garb of man. ».The terror they had felt, 
vanished, and they could draw nigh to his side with con- 
fidence and joy. As they were coming down from the 
mountain, he began to converse with them on the wonders 
they had seen ; but lest they should think too highly of 
themselves in being favoured above their companions, he 
charged them, saying, * Tell the vision to no man, until 
the ISon of Man be risen again from the dead.' (Verse 9.) 
In compliance, therefore, with this direction, we are told 
that ' they kept that saying with themselves, questioning 
one with another what the rising from the dead should 
mean.' (Mark ix. 10.) The bare idea of their Lord suf- 
fering and rising again from the grave, was at such variance 
with their notions of his greatness and glory, which the 
late vision had increased, that they could neither under- 
stand nor reconcile it to their minds ; instead, therefore, of 
asking a further explanation on so mysterious a subject, 
they satisfied themselves, that as he was, without doubt, 
the long-expected Messiah, he would speedily set up his 
kingdom, and commence that reign of glory for which 
captive Israel had been earnestly waiting. But still an- 
other difficulty presented it>elf ; they had been taught by 
their ieamed men that E\\aa, ot "CAA^ia^v, tci>mx. «c^^««ct, lo be 
the forerunner of Mea8va\i ; aud xVvi^ ^tv.\Mw!vfcvi \\. wv ^t. 
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prophecy in Malachi iv. 5, 6 ; ' Behold, I will send you 
Slijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord : and he shall turn the heart 
of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the chil- 
dren to their fathers, lest 1 come and smite the earth with 
a curse.* 

" This prophecy, my friends," continued Mr. C , 

** has been fulfilled once ; I think I shall be able to prove 
to you it will be fulfilled again. In the person of John the 
Baptist it received its first accomplishment ; for Jesus said, 

* Elias is come already ; and they knew him not, but have 
done unto him whatsoever they listed : likewise shall also 
the Son of Man suffer of them.' And it is expressly added, 

* Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them 
of John the Baptist.' And so he did, for * in the fepirit 
and power of Elias,' he went forth, * to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord.' (Luke i. 17.) In the days 
of Ahab, King of Israel, when Elijah lived, a fearful famine 
visited the land ; no rain had fallen from the sky for up- 
wards of three long years, and the utmost distress prevailed; 
but, at length, God heard the prayer of his servant, and 

* The hand of the Lord was upon Elijah,' and notwith- 
standing the pouring welcome torrents, ' he ran before 
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.' (See 1 Kings xviii. 46.) 
Consider this transaction, my hearers, and behold the 
similitude to the days of John the Baptist. A famine 
desolated Judea in the time of Elijah, from want of rain ; 
and in the Baptist^s days, spiritual famine, a want of the 
Word of Life, pervaded the world ; * darkness covered the 
earth, and gross darkness the people ;' (Isa. Ix. 2 ;) but 
-when the Spirit's influence, typified by the fruitful rain, 
was poured out, then multitudes pressed forward, exclaim- 
ing, * What must I do to be saved ? ' Truly in John was 
fulfilled the prophecy, that he was the Elias, the messenger 
of the Lord of the Covenant ; the harbinger of the Redeemer 
of the world. But I said this was the first signification ; 
bear with me a few minutes before we part, while I prove 
to you that I believe, with the Jews, that this prophecy 
Mi'A have, likewise, its future and literal completion. 

** When our Lord answers his disciples, he does so in a 
twofold sense. He first says, * Elias truly shall first come 
and restore all things.' This is to be accomplished by and 
by. But he adds, a partial fulfilment has taketL ^"ajt^ \sl 
the person of John the Baptist. Him t\iey \v«A\i^^^^^^\ 

* tbejr bad done unto him whatsoever tViey YvaX.^^? ^^^J^ 
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xvii. 12.) But when Jesus comes in power and glory, he 
shall be heralded by the real Elijah, who is to appear before 
the coming of the ' great and dreadful day of the Lord.' 
(Mai. iv. 5,) When Christ first visited the earth, was his 
appearance either great or terrible ? Was there any beauty 
to desire him ? Was he clothed in terror or majesty ? 
No ; he declared, ' he came not to judge the world, but 
to save the world.* (John xii. 47.) But Elijah is * to 
come before the great and dreadful day of the Lord* — his 
second advent ; this period, so awful to his enemies, I believe 
to be close at hand ; and to be ready for which I would urge 
you with all the earnestness and affection whereofi am capa- 
ble, for you cannot escape it Oh ! may you ' seek the Lord 
while he may be found, and call upon him while he is near;' 
for his long-suffering is salvation, and his mercy is great 
His desire is to see his creatures flock to him as their Father 
and their God, and he willeth not that one should perish. 
Lay what you have heard to heart, and may God the Spirit 
bless it to your everlasting advantage, for Jesus* sake. 
Amen." 
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The instruction derived from considering the Trans- 
figuration of our blessed Lord, greatly enlarged the minds 

of many of Mr. C 's audience ; it gave them a glimpse, 

as it were, of the glory that shall be revealed hereafter, 
when Jesus shall be manifested in the splendour of his 
Divinity before his creatures, and be admired in all them 
that believe. The farmers who were permitted to join the 
friends that assembled at the Court, were particularly in- 
terested, as such discoveries of the Redeemer's real great- 
ness and majesty enabled them still better to understand 
the infinite love that induced him to humble himself and 
become obedient to the law of God on purpose to save 
sinful man. They remembered the sad detail given in the 
Gospels, of all that he endured from the hour of his be- 
trayal in the garden of Gethsemane to his fearful death 
upon the cross ; their minds dwelt upon ^ the agony and 
bloody sweat, the buffeting and scourging, the thorns, the 
nails, and spear that pierced his sacred side ; and they felt 
as they had never done before, when contemplating the 
astonishing work that wrought their deliverance from 
eternal death. 

Like the disciples journeying to Emmaus, they talked 
together of all these strange transactions, and then naturally 
reverted to the bright vision set before them by their 
beloved pastor. They saw their Saviour in all his fulness 
as the image of the invisible God, and yet Man ; even the 
Lord Jehovah, who dwelleth in light which no mortal can 
approach and live, yet clothing himself in humanity, and 
teaching and instructing his creatures in the path that 
leads to life. 

My dear reader, does your heart burn within you whilst 

thinking upon this greatest of all wonders? or why are 

you 60 cold, so dead in love towvirds Jesus ? It is even 

because you are not sensWAe ot \\ve ^OoX. ^i ^^'CvcvjA&^^m 
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owe him. You do not know the extent of the plague 
within, which is sin ; if you did, surely you would break 
off the yoke, and devote yourself to his service who has 
thus sacrificed his life for you, and offer all you have and 
are to him who has washed you in his own most precious 
blood. 

But I now invite you to accompany your old friends, 
Hyford, Smith, and others, as well as a numerous party of 
gentry, who are assembling in the usual room, awaiting the 
appearance of their excellent pastor, and entreat you to 
imitate their example, in endeavouring to derive as much 
benefit as possible from the important instruction he gives 
them. 

At length he appears, and, after opening his book, he 
says, — *' Before we enter upon our intended subject, it is 
my wish to take a hasty view of the acts of our gracious 
Lord, from the time of his Transfiguration on the Mount 
Tabor, which I told you was situated to the north of 
Galilee, to his entering the city of Jericho. No sooner 
was he seen descending the mountain, than the people 
again crowded around him — " 

"Allow me to interrupt you," said Mrs. Basil ; " St. Mark 
says, * vhen they beheld him they were greatly amazed ; ' 
why was this ? " 

"There were in all probability visible traces of his 

late resplendent countenance," replied Mr. C ; " like 

Moses after he had been admitted into close communion 
with Jehovah, the skin of whose face shone, even to filling 
the beholders with fear, which occasioned him to put on a 
veil (£xod. xxxiv. 30, &c.) ; a significant emblem of the 
obscurity of the dispensation delivered by him, and which 
is alone removed by the bright, unclouded glory of the 
gospel of Jesus, who, while he permitted the people to look 
upon him with astonishment, took no pains to conceal his 
features, but, on the contrary, mingled with the crowd, 
and treated them with his wonted kindness. — Here then, 
my friends," added Mr. C , " we have a beautiful ex- 
planation of 2 Cor. iii. 7, &c., ' If the ministration of death,' 
(the law, typified by Moses,) 'written and engraven in 
stones, was glorious, so that the children of Israel could 
not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of 
his countenance; which glory was to be done away: how 
shall not the ministration of the spirit' (the gos^ of J««v>& 
Christ) * be rather glorious ? Far \£ t\ie mim^VroAKotL ^"<. 
^ndemnatioB * (the law) * be glory. mueVi moT^ ^ol^ ^^^^ 
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ministration of righteousness' (the gospel) 'exceed in 
glory.* The law, with it3 multiplied ceremonies, was yeiled 
in such deep obscurity, that even the most spiritual Israel- 
ites had only indistinct and transient glimpses of that Divine 
Saviour whom in his office and character it prefigured ; 
while to us, who live under the gospel dispensation, all is 
plain and simple. Types and shadows have ceased, for 
we possess the substance : and the whole doctrine of Jesus 
Christ and him crucified is so beautifully dear, that the 
ignorant, the unlearned, the very child, can understand 
it ; and the proud unbeliever alone shall find it beyond 
his comprehension. The visible display of our Lord's 
Divinity was also to be followed by another signal defeat 
of Satan, his indefatigable foe. It amazes us when we 
contemplate the tenacity with which he strove to maintain 
his ground, and dispute his power over miserable man. 
No doubt it was permitted by the high and lofty One, who 
rules over angels and devils as well as the minutest of his 
creatures, in order to render the power of Emmanuel more 
apparent, and give us encouragement to ' resist him sted- 
fast in the faith,' (1 Pet. y. 9,) feeling assured that he who 
crushed his utmost efforts in the battle-field of Judaea, and 
in every instance caused him to fiy discomfited and defeated 
back to hell, will remember his gracious promise of being 
with us alway, and giving us his Spirit whereby we too 
shall be more than conquerors. We have seen him cast 
out one devil after another from difi*erent subjects; but 
here the object of his pity is a child. Oh ! who can say 
children are innocents ! Alas I * foolishness is bound in 
the heart of a child' (Prov. xxii. 15) ; and experience 
teaches us that * he is born like a wild ass's colt ' (Job 
xi. 12), untamed and intractable ; and that it is the 
positive duty of every parent to set himself seriously to 
the task of correcting those wayward tempers and sinful 
dispositions, that are the natural heritage of every child 
of Adam. 

<* The poor man in the Gospel has set us an example ; 
he was fully sensible of the cause of his son's misery : he 
did not fiatter himself, and regard his fits of insanity 
as proceeding from bodily disease ; no, he knew he was 
a demoniac, under the governance of Satan, and that he 
had been so from his earliest years : he thought, he hoped 
Jesus could help him — he felt none other could, for he 
Lad brought him to the ^sc\^\fe^ \>\xV. ll^ay wei*e not per- 
mitted to do Lim any good. '^eiiCie>x\i«t^^Q.x^^\sa%S'itfi>^^ 
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appeal to the compassionate Saviour, ' If thou caust do 
anj thing, have compassion on us and help us/ (Mark 
ix. 22.) Now attend to the touchstone — * Jesus said unto 
him, if thou canst believe, all things are possible to him 
that believeth.' (Verse 23.) The desired cure depended 
on the father's faith. Oh ! what a moment of anxiety ! 
what a triumph ! for Satan thought, * Surely he cannot 
expect thus to defeat my established power.' But behold ! 
the faltering, distressed parent, struck with his own help- 
lessness, his own incapability to believe, to do any thing 
of himself^ burst into tears, and from his inmost soul ex- 
claimed, 'Lord, I believe ; help thou my unbelief !' 

*^ Here was indeed a glorious prayer ; addressed in faith 
for faith to him who would reply to it in its fullest extent ; 
for no sooner was it uttered, than with a voice of authority, 
belonging to no created being, he exclaimed, * Thou dumb 
and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of him, and enter 
no more into him.' (Verse 25.) * I charge thee' How 
glorious these words I what a proof of the power of Jesus ! 
It was enough for Satan ; he had before experienced his 
conqueror's withering strength, and we are enabled to see 
the reluctance with which he obeyed a mandate he could 
not for a moment resist, by his malicious efforts to slay the 
child. Leave him he must : never again to enter into 
him ; but he would kill his emaciated body if possible. 
There too he was baffled, for the gracious Friend of man 
took him by the hand and lifted him up, restoring him to 
his astonished, delighted, grateful parent, perfectly re- 
stored ; cured of all disease, but better still, cleansed from 
sin, and regenerated by the Lord the Spirit, who from 
that hour led him onwards in the paths of holiness and 
peace. 

• ''After this stupendous display of omnipotence, the 
Divine Redeemer passed on through Galilee, foretelling to 
his followers the fearful events that were drawing nigh ; 
and at length they arrived at Capernaum, where he 
wrought a miracle, in order to pay the usual tribute of 
half a shekel a head ; collected for the purpose of defray- 
ing the expenses of the services of the sanctuary, according 
to the command given to Moses, and recorded in Exodus 
XXX. 11 — 14. At first this sum was raised when re- 
quired, but after a time it was paid annually by all 
persons above twenty years of age. Our Lord the-x^fot^, 
that he might set an example to his peo^\e \ft \ifc «^- 
missive to the ruling powers, rendering to «^V XNiCvt V^*^^ 
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and lawful dues, cheerfully declared his intention of com- 
plying with the demand. But though he was rich, and 
Lord of all, for our sakes he became poor, and therefore 
had nought to give without exercising those mighty attri- 
butes which belong to God alone : for he said to Peter, 
' Go thou to the sea, and cost an hook, and take up the 
fish that first comcth up ; and when thou hast opened his 
mouth, thou shalt find a piece of money : that take, and 
give unto them for me and thee.' (Matt. xvii. 27.) He 
then departed thence, and came into the coasts of Jadaea 
beyond Jordan, where he was followed by great multitudes. 
One village and town after another was visited. Every 
footstep of man's Redeemer leaving behind it such traces 
of mercy and love, as filled heaven's bright inhabitants 
with wonder and delight, and produced fresh songs of 
praise in honour of him who loved us, and bore his cross 
to gain for us a crown. He journeyed onwards to Jericho, 
emphatically called in the Scriptures, * The City of Pahn 
trees,' (2 Chron. xxviii. 15,) but now no longer meriting 
the name, as there are no palm or balsam trees in the 
plain, but, on the contrary, all is barren and desolate. 

" This brings me," continued Mr. C , " to the imme- 
diate subject selected for our consideration to-day, re- 
corded in Luke xix. 1-^10. 'And Jesus entered and 
passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man 
named Zaccheus, which was the chief among the publicans, 
and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; 
and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. 
And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycomore tree to 
see him : for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus 
came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said 
unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, and come down ; for to- 
day I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and 
came down, and received him joyfully.' 

" How much is contained in this short but beautiful 

history I" continued Mr. C . " May I be enabled to set 

the lesson it conveys before you as I ought, for bright and 
glorious are the truths it proclaims. Zaccheus, if we are 
to judge from his name, was a Jew ; and a chief among 
the publicans, being employed by the Romans to collect 
the taxes ; which, at a city of so much importance as 
Jericho, was a situation of trust and emolument, and 
compelled him to employ many subordinates, who re- 
garded him both with respect wv^ <!.ow«v^«^\.\c\w. This 
man wiBhi^d to see Jesus : \\cVi«L^\\^«s^«v\x^QS.\\vx!i^W 
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his fame had extended throughout the land, and curiosity 
induced him to endeavour to catch a glimpse of him when 
passing by. He learnt the road he intended to take, and 
being litde in stature, he climbed one of the numerous 
sycamore trees which abounded in those parts, and 
thus raised above the multitude, was enabled to have a 
full view of the mighty and mysterious Being, whose 
name and praise was the theme of every tongue ; for 
hundreds declared in one full chorus, * He hath done all 
things well' But, my dear friends, who put it into the 
heart of Zaccheus thus to desire to see Jesus ? Was it 
the mere impulse of curiosity ? He thought so, and so do 
those who read his history carelessly. We shall see. 
* When Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw 
him, and said unto him, Zaccheus, make haste, and come 
down ; for to-day I must abide at thine house.' Here, 
my people, is the freeness, the fulness and sovereignty of 
divine grace made manifest ; Jesus came to the place, 
passed under the very tree. Yes, the same love that led 
him to Jacob*s well in order to proclaim pardon and peace 
to the woman of Samaria, induced him to take the road 
that brought him close to him who desired to look upon 
him. But here I am wrong, it was not Zaccheus who 
sought to see Jesus, but Jesus who sought for Zaccheus. 
Concealed among the branches and broad leaves of the 
sycamore, the publican was not sensible that he was the 
object of the great Redeemers notice, until he saw him 
look up, and command him to hasten down to welcome 
him into his house. 

" Let me ask you, who love your Saviour, do you not feel 
as Zaccheus did, and are you not ready to acknowledge the 
fulness of that mercy that first disposed you to seek and 
desire to know Christ as your Saviour ? You can easily 
recollect the time when you cared nothing about him ; 
the world was your idol, and its follies your delight ; its 
servants your companions, and its approval the aim and 
end of your existence. But how is it with you now ? 

You, Mr. Hyford, shall answer me," continued Mr. C , 

looking with an affectionate smile upon the farmer. 

" Words fail me, then," he replied ; *' it is not often they 
do so, but, sir, you have asked me a question my heart is 
too full to answer. All I can say is, Jesus sought me 
when I knew him not ; he passed by me «lw^\oc^^\\>:^'cv 
hie, and said unto me. Live ! When l\v^'vox\A.'^«fi» ^^ 
iu all to me he showed me its emptiueaa, «Ltidyrco\.^ n k»:v^"4 
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upon all its follies in characters large enough for my old 
ejes to see ; he inclined the hearts of his dear servants 
to come to me, to visit me, to bear with my tempers, to 
instruct me without despising me for my ignorance, and 
to assist me in reforming those abuses that a long course 
of ungodliness and total forgetfulness of Grod had intro- 
duced into my household, and now he makes me to rejoice 
in himself, as my Saviour and Redeemer, giving me a 
hope full of immortality ." 

It is impossible to describe the pleasure experienced by 
Mr. C — — and his friends, as the worthy man thus bore 
his testimony to the omnipotence of Jehovah's grace; 
those who had known him in past years as the reckless, 
careless, rougb, but honest farmer, the associate of the 
thoughtless and the scoffer at holiness, rejoiced, even as 
the angels, over the happy change. Some present were 
not aware of the brightness of his views, and they listened 
in mute astonishment as the aged saint poured out his Mi 
heart in gratitude to him who had '* called him out of 

darkness into his marvellous light ;" and Mr. C5 was 

led to hope that thereby many would be induced to 
become more decided in the ways of holiness and truth, 
for he trembled with deep anxiety over those who cried, 
"Lord, Lord, but did not the things which he said." (See 
Matt. vii. 21, &c.) But to return to Zaccheus, of him it 
is said, " He made haste, and came down, and received 
him j oy fully. " (Verse 6. ) 

" And well he might,*' said Hyford ; " I can fancy 
myself just in this man's place ; though, to be sure, I could 
not have climbed into the tree : for I am tall and strong, 
so I could easily have made my way through the crowd, 
and he would have known my eagerness to see him and hear 
him, just as he did this publican, or the poor sick woman 
you mentioned a short time since, sir, who felt he could 
heal her if she only touched the hem of his garment." 

" You are right," said Mr. C , " and may you all 

derive instruction from this history. At present you must 
walk by faith, not by sight ; but this will prove no ob- 
stacle, for the same gracious Spirit that opened the hearts 
of one and another then, does the same now, and invites 
you to receive the Saviour in all his fulness. * Make 
haste,' he says to each of you, * for to-day I must abide 
at thy house.' Oh then, hear his voice I * Make haste ;' 
delay no longer in giving \i\ixi «t N^^eatcifc KwVq -^wa Vkaaxts 
^dintoyoMT houses. Sba\\3es\is,N«\io\%c.^<b^^xsflaa»»j^* 
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*Grod over all blessed for evermore,' invite himself to 
abide — to dwell with us, and shall we turn aside and say, 
* We have no room ? ' Forbid it, gracious Lord, and be 
pleased to vouchsafe to make our hearts thj home, thy 
dwelling place, and rule in our households daily, that so 
we may be thy people, and thou our King and God. 

**Zaccheus joyfully hastened to welcome his distinguished 
guest. He was not fully aware of the extent of the honour 
bestowed on him ; he looked upon Jesus in common with 
others as a holy prophet and a wonderful teacher. But 
you, my people, know him better ; you know him to be 
indeed the Christ, the Son of the living God, the Creator 
of all things, the Judge of all men, your Saviour and 
Redeemer now, if you accept him in these infinitely 
precious characters, but your fearful enemy if you refuse 
him. For the day will come wherein he will say, * As 
for those mine enemies, who would not that I should reign 
over them, bring them hither, and slay them before me.' 
(Luke xix. 27.) The preference given to this publican 
called forth the usual murmurings of the self-righteous 
Pharisees; as the tax-gatherers from their office were 
always obnoxious, and never regarded with the least 
charity. They were looked upon as unworthy of notice, 
and beyond the possibility of being saved ; hence, when the 
Jews saw Jesus enter the house of Zaccheus, their patience 
could last no longer, and they exclaimed, * He was gone 
to be guest with a man that was a sinner.'" (Verse 7.) 

" And what were they, I wonder ?" said Hyford, with 
much indignation. 

" Sinners! " emphatically replied Mr. C . " Sinners 

needing a Saviour ; blind ignorant sinners ; but who knew 
it not, and were consequently much farther from the king- 
dom of heaven than he whom they despised, and whom they 
were little prepared to hear accepted in the gracious terms 
our Lord addressed to him. * This day,' he said, *is salvation 
come to this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of Abra- 
ham. For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.' (Verses 9, 10.) What blessed words ! 
Well may Zaccheus rejoice; for salvation was indeed 
come to him, and proclaimed by his soul's Redeemer. ' He 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
-whom no secrets are hid,' was aware of feelings unknown 
to man, and answered them in a manner far beyond the 
poor publican's most sanguine expectatioxva. 1\^ ^a5w.^\. 
to Bee Jesas ; but behold^ he is to Te(»\Ne\iVBi\xTAfcx\!cv% 
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roof, to converse with him and entertain him ; and more 
even than that, he is to hear the Author of eternal salva- 
tion declare him and his to be amongst those whose names 
are written in the Book of Life ; calling him a ' son of 
Abraham because he was partaker of the same faith as 
that which distinguished the holj patriarch in so eminent 
a degree. Observe our Lord's concluding remark, and 
may the inmost recesses of your hearts bless him for it ; 
' The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.' (Verse 10.) Meditate upon this scripture, and 
never say again, you are not the objects of redeeming love. 
Surely you will not deny you are lost ; you must feel that 
the whole world lieth in wickedness, and is virtually lost 
As children of Adam, you are sinners ; as inhabitants of 
this world, you are evil ; and conscience tells you * that in 
your flesh dwelleth no good thing.' Men may endeavoor 
to flatter themselves with false hopes ; they may for a 
time feel an inward satisfaction that they are no worse, 
nay, perhaps far better, than their neighbours, and con- 
sequently hope all will go well at last. But when this 
great, this awful last arrives, what then ? Oh ! it is 
fearful to dwell upon : their false hope forsakes them, 
and they appear before him whom they refused to accept 
as a Saviour, to have their hopes, their lives, their general 
character weighed in a balance which is just and true, and 
whereby they shall discover, when too late, that they are 
' wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked.' 
' Jesus came to seek and to save the lost :' and no others. 
* Hear ye the word of the Lord. Thus saith the Lord 
God : Behold, I, even I, will both search my sheep, and 
seek them out. I will seek that which was lost, and bring 
again that which was driven away, and will bind up that 
which was broken, and will strengthen that which was 
sick : but,' (mark this) ' but I will destroy the fat and the 
strong ; I will feed them with judgment' (Ezek. xzxiv. 
11—16.) 

" Here, then, my people," continued Mr. C , " is 

your description ; * lost,* * driven away,* * broken,' and 
'sick ;' these Jesus, the good Shepherd, seeks for and 
brings home, whilst the proud and self-sufficient, t3rpiiied 
by the ^fat' and the ' strong^ are to be fed with judgment, 
and everlasting sorrow. Away then with all false ex- 
cuses ; * seek the Lord while he may be found, and call 
upon him while he is near.* (^ls«^ Iv, G.'^ And to-day may 
.salvation come into your Yiearta aa^mtc* NQXKVwsaftj^NJoas. 
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you may rejoice before the Lord and praise him with 
sincerity, having found from sweet experience that his 
* mercy endureth for ever.' The effect of receiving Jesus 
into his house was immediately visible in the publican 
chief. He stood forth and said, * Behold, Lord, the half 
of my goods I give to the poor ; and if I have taken any 
thing 6om any man by false accusation, I restore him 
fourfold.* (Verse 8.) Good works are the fruits of 
genuine faith ; they cannot be separated, for they follow as 
naturally as heat from the bright beams of an unclouded 
summer s sun. The grace that led Zaccheus to seek the 
Saviour taught him at once that he must * crucify the flesh 
with its affections and lusts,' (Gral. v. 24,) and that from 
henceforth he must act according to those heavenly in- 
structions he had heard ; and you, too, must do the same : 
if you would have salvation yours, you must live accord- 
ingly, and in the words of the Apostle say, * I live ; yet 
not I, but Christ liveth in me : and the life that I live in 
the flesh is by the faith of the Son of God.' (GaL ii. 20.) 
" It was to this holy, active principle our Lord alluded 
when he declared Zaccheus to be a son of Abraham ; that 
is, a partaker of that faith whereby the patriarch lived and 
acted, looking forward to that very time when *He in 
whom all the families of the earth should be blessed ' 
should stand before his creatures as ^ God manifest in the 
flesh.* That wondrous period had at length arrived, and 
you have to-day beheld him teaching this hitherto covetous 
sinner the way of salvation, and enabling him by his life- 
giving Spirit to be a doer as well as hearer of his word. 
The acceptance of Zaccheus plainly declared the readiness 
of Jesus to receive all who came to him, without favour or 
distinction, and to be, as it were, a living explanation of 
the parable he immediately afterwards spake, whereby he 
intended to give the people some idea of the nature and 
extent of the kingdom he was about to establish, and 
whereof he was then laying the foundation. * The heathen 
were to be his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the 
earth his possession,' (Psalm ii. 8,) and here we behold 
him gathering in his subjects, and proclaiming practically 
that he had begun to seek and to save the lost. May this 
history be blessed to you, and may you seek Jesus even as 
Zaccheus did ; may his grace incline your hearts to receive 
him joyfully, and then the blessed woxda \\\^\.^^t^ ^-^cAl 
to him will belong to you likewise : ' TViVa ^-oy ^^ %^n^\q^ 
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come unto this house, forsomuch as he also is a son of 
Abraham/ '• 

** Here we must conclude : a yet more interesting 
subject awaits us, the consideration of which I anticipate 
with the liveliest feelings of pleasure ; for while I am 
deeply sensible of the mighty importance of the task before 
me, I experience the truth of that encouraging promise, 
' The liberal soul shall be made fat : and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself!* " (Prov. xi. 25.) 

With these words Mr. C took a kind farewell of 

his attentive auditors. 
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A LARGE party assembled at the Court, and with looks 
of deep anxiety and interest took their respective seats. 

The allusion made by Mr. C to his next subject, had 

produced much discussion during the past week ; and old 
Hyford would by no means agree that any chapter he 
read and explained could surpass those he had already 
heard. 

" They are all good," he exclaimed, ** aU ; I always 
think the last the best; and our good parson may say 
what he likes, but I shall be much surprised if what we 
hear to-day will be better than what he told us about 
Zaccheus." 

" I do not think it will be better, Master Hyford," said 
Mr. Hill, " but more deeply interesting I expect it will 
be; for I guess the subject, and a more beautiful one 
cannot be found. But you shall judge for yourself; and 
now we must hasten in, for there are more folks than 
usual, I see, and we may lose our seats ; though I know 
the good old butler, Mr. Thomas, would not see us stand 
for a minute, if he could help it." 

When the arrangements were completed, and Mr. 

C had taken his usual place, the deepest silence per- 

yaded the room : opening his Bible, he said, in a voice 
full of emotion — " I promised you to-day, my friends, a 
subject replete with interest Oh 1 may the Lord the 
Spirit enable me to treat it aright ; and may he so bless 
our reading and conversing thereon, as to cause us to 
profit by it ; and also bring the glorious truths it con- 
tains home to our hearts, to their everlasting benefit and 
comfort." 

A low but solenm " Amen," was responded to this their 
beloved pastor's prayer ; and, ^mt^V^, ^vj^gIl an assembly as 
was collected together in t\ie ^ne o\d^wyaivcLlIL ^\a\ 
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afforded matter of rejoicing to the doud of witnesses who^ 
we are told, compass the Church Militant, (Heb. zii. 1,) 
and behold their conduct in that difficult and arduous race 
wherein they had each successively obtained, by faith, 
a blessed victory. 

*< The incidents I am going to dwell upon," resumed 
Mr. C , " are only related by St John. It is sup- 
posed that the silence of the other Evangelists arose from 
their writing their Gospels during the lifetime of Laza- 
rus, and, consequently, fearing to ezdte the hatred of the 
Jews against him ; let us, therefore, turn to the 1st verse 
of the 11th chapter, wherein it is written, * Now a cer- 
tain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town 
of Mary and her sister Martha.' Thus we are introduced 
to a family with whom our Lord and his disciples were 
intimata Of Lazarus we have not heard before, but of 
Martha we are told, that when Jesus was at Bethany, she 
invited him to visit her, treating him and his numerous 
followers with all the hospitality of the East. Desirous 
of expressing her sense of the honour he conferred on 
her, she made him a feast, and exerted herself even beyond 
her strength in preparing it But was she alone ? We 
read here of her sister Mary ; did not she, likewise, wish 
to welcome her Lord ? Oh, yes I but her reception of 
him was widely different, and yet more in accordance 
with the character of her guest ; * she sat at Jesus* feet 
and heard his word.' As was his wont, he taught at all 
times, and in all places ; he desired to afford every oppor- 
tunity to lost, perishing sinners to hear the word of life ; 
no sooner, therefore, had he entered the sisters' house, in 
Bethany, than he began to teach some precious truth to 
the surrounding people. This attracted the attention of 
Mary ; ' she sat at his feet,' eagerly drinking in the 
instructions he bestowed; she could attend to nothing 
else. The doctrines taught by Jesus were such as she 
heard from none besides ; and to lose one single word was 
not to be thought of. But not so Martha ; she, too, loved 
Jesus — ^nay, she believed in him and his divine mission 
with all her heart; but worldly feelings were mixed up 
within ; and we read that she was ' cumbered,' troubled, 
distracted, with her numerous cares and household duties. 
It vexed her, therefore, to see her sister sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, doing nothing, as she thongbt*, ^tA cnciss^- 
quentlf, in trouble of mind, she exciaxmed, ^ \a»t^ ^o'^^* 
thou not care that my sister hath left me to ««r?e iioiafe'^* 
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bid her therefore that she help me.' But not so; she 
sadlj forgot the nature and character of Jesus. Feasting 
was no gratification to him whose meat it was to do his 
Father's will, and win souls to glory. Therefore he 
replied to his hospitable but hasty friend, ' Martha, 
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 
but one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good 
part, which shall not be taken away from her.' (See 
Luke X. 38—42.) 

" Here is a promise indeed, and an encouragement to all 
who are influenced by the Holy Spirit to make the same 
happy choice; for through him that loved us, and gave 
liimself for us, we are not only influenced to make our 
choice, and arrange ourselves under the banner of Christ, 
but we are strengthened to persevere, to hold on our 
way, to maintain the contest, and finally, to gain the 
palm of victory; for Mary, and all believers likewise, 
have chosen that good part, which all the powers of hell 
combined shall not be able to take away from them." 

" You remind me of John x. 28," said Mr. Lawrence. 

" Yes," replied Mr. C , " it is the same doctrine of 

assurance our Lord mentions there also. He says of his 
people, his redeemed ones, * My sheep hear my voice, 
and I know them, and they follow me : and I give unto 
them eternal life ; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand.' It is he, my 
friend, who, having begun the good work, having in- 
fluenced us to choose the better part, will carry it on unto 
the day of Jesus Christ, and present each individual in 
whom he has begun it, * faultless before the presence of 
his glory with exceeding joy.' (Jude 24.) 

" But Mary is again to bear a prominent part in her 
Lord's history ; by anticipation she is spoken of as anoint- 
ing his body for his burial, which circumstance St. John 
mentions here, that she may not be mistaken for one of 
the other Marys who constantly followed him. The 
Gospel was written by John about sixty years after the 
death and resurrection of our Lord, and was, as it were, 
a calm, considerate record of that wonderful history. He 
had pondered upon the past, and his affectionate heart, 
warmed by the divine influences of the Holy Spirit, per- 
forming his promise of bringing all things to his remem- 
brance, whatsoever his gracious Master had said to him, 
(John xiv. 26,) poured ?ort\v \\a ^e^\wo?>\i'5 \^W.vti^^ for 
the benefit of his brcl\\reT\, sW xXie ^«lYvcl^^ ^xy^ ^^vcv^^^^ils. 
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were dtill dwelliDg upon his mind, and which were oscu- 
lated to stay the torrent of heretical opinions that had 
already begun to creep into the infant Church. And 
having thus introduced you to these distinguished women, 
we wUl now proceed with the narrative. 

** Lasarus, the brother of Martha and Mary, was sick, 
very sick; but they feared nothing for the results, because 
Jesus, their dear friend, was not far distant Therefore 
they sent him this short but expressive message ; ^ Lord, 
behold, he whom thou lovest is sick.' (John zi. 3.) Ponder 
upon these words, my people ; it was not, ' he whom tve 
love is sick;' nay, but * whom thou lovest' Jesus loved I 
they apply on this account, anticipating an answer of 
peace. * When Jesus heard that, he sai^ This sickness 
is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son 
of Grod might be glorified thereby.' (Verse 4.) Here is 
a reply for the believer in every trial. Is he sick ? it is 
not unto death, eternal death, but for the glory of God ; 
* for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth.' (Heb. xii. 6.) Is he in 
sorrow ? it is for the glory of God, that his gracious voice 
may be heard, saying, ' As one whom his mother com* 
forteth, so will I comfort you.' (Isa. Ixvi. 13.) Is he 
tempted ? it is for the glory of God, for * He knoweth 
how to deliver his people,' (2 Pet. iL 9,) and ^ cause all 
things to work together for their good,' frustrating the 
designs of their spiritual foes. In short, the outward 
condition of all the people of God, their poverty or 
riches, health or sickness, trials of every kind, and their 
duration, are all appointed and fixed; for, recollect, my 
hearers, there is no such thing as chance ; and this sick- 
ness of Lazarus, the friend of Christ, was for the glory of 
God, * that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.' 

« 'Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 
(Yerse 5.) Oh, what delightful thoughts does this verse 
produce !" added Mr. C— — . " Jesus loved this little 
family party — ^all were equally deaf to him ; and the pre- 
cious truth is recorded for the encouragement of his people 
in every generation unto the end of time. Let us, there- 
fore, take courage ; the love recorded here dwelt in his 
bosom from everlasting; it induced him to become an 
Infant of days, a Man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief ; his thoughts were those of peace, and not o€ ^^% 
(Jer. xxix. II ;) a determination to remedy ^*^ xccA^Sci^&H. 
perpetrated by sin and Satan. 
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" But let us proceed, and see how he acted, and if he 
acceded to the sisters' earnest and affecting message. We 
are told that, instead of immediately repairing to Bethany, 

* He abode two days still where he was.' (Verse <6.) Two 
long days I What must the disciples have thought ? and, 
above all, what were the feelings of the sisters, as one sad 
hour after another passed away, and he in whom they 
trusted for assistance, and who they knew could help 
them, lingered, and appeared not ? Had Jesus ceased to 
love them ? had they offended him ? had they presumed 
upon his condescension? Oh, what could they think! 
And when they beheld their loved brother die, and that, 
instead of rejoicing in his renewed health and vigour, they 
must, on account of the climate, and in conformity with 
their national customs, prepare him for the tomb, their 
grief and agony can hardly be comprehended. Those 
who have experienced great mental conflicts, who through 
manifold temptations have been sore cast down, who have 
walked in darkness, devoid of light, saying with afflicted 
Job, * Behold, I go forward, but he is not there ; and 
backward, but I cannot perceive him : on the left hand, 
where he doth work, but I cannot behold him : he hideth 
himself on the right hand, that I cannot see him,' (Job 
xxiii. 8, 9,) can enter into the sorrows of these mourners; 
for they, too, often have said, * God hath forsaken me, and 
my God hath forgotten me.' (Isa. xlix. 14.) But oh! 
not so. The sequel of my history, as well as the expe- 
rience of all God's dear children recorded in the Bible, 
prove the contrary. 

" At the end of two days, our Lord mentioned his 
intention of going into Judea. Jerusalem was his ulti- 
mate object; and Bethany being near that city, he intended 
to visit it, when the suitable time arrived. The disciples, 
well aware of the rancorous enmity of the rulers of the 
people, who were thirsting for his blood, wondered at 
his thinking of it, and would have persuaded him not to 
attempt it ; but the dread hour of his sufferings drew on, 
and the sacrifice must be made in Jerusalem. In order, 
therefore, to reconcile them to his intentions, he turned 
their thoughts to their suffering friend, saying that he 

* slept.' This they imagined he knew by virtue of the 
omniscient power they were sensible he possessed ; and 
not comprehending his meaning, replied with all sim- 

plicity, 'Lord, if he sleep \ie &\v«^ ^o ^^''; \\ft%%\ming 
that it was a proof o£ danger \>evxig ONCt, ^\jl\.\\.^^%^>& 
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that the Conqueror over death spake of its real nature to 
the believer, and divested it of the terrors that sin alone 
can impart. Seeing his companions yet in error, he again 
addressed them, and said plainly, * Lazarus is dead. And 
I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the 
intent ye may believe ; nevertheless let us go unto him.' 
(Verses 14, 15.) 

*^ It was to strengthen the faith of his disciples, and 
give them undeniable evidence of his Divinity, that he 
refrained from obeying the sisters' call. Had he been 
present, Lazarus would have been healed, and only added 
to the multitude who had already experienced the efficacy 
of his touch; but now one of the most stupendous mira- 
cles upon record was performed, and became an earnest, 
an assurance of the exhibition of that power and the 
irresistibility of that voice which hereafter shall rouse the 
dead, and cause them to awaken out of their long and 
deep repose. We will now accompany the party to 
Bethany, which we are told was fifteen furlongs, or about 
two miles, distant from the capital." 

" Are there any remains of Bethany now, sir ? " said 
Mr. Hill. 

" Yes," replied Mr. C ; " it is a very poor vil- 
lage, inhabited by Arabs, who completely neglect the 
cultivation of the land around it. It is situated to the 
east of the Mount of Olives, between that and Jericho, 
and abounds with trees and long grass, affording evidence 
of its once being a fertile spot. But you, Mr. Lawrence, 
can speak from experience and observation, for I think 
you have been there." 

" I have," replied Mr. Lawrence ; " I have visited most 
places of interest in the Holy Land, and though I was 
young and thoughtless, comparatively speaking, what I 
saw and heard, and have since dwelt upon in memory, 
with my Bible before me, have given me many subjects 
for thought, and the various localities are deeply engraven 
on my mind. I remember Bethany, and its present state 
you have accurately described. It is always visited by 
travellers. The ride from Jerusalem round the Mount of 
Olives is very beautiful ; rocky hills, with trees, and the 
road as rough and uneven as possible. You are shown 
the ruins of the house supposed to have belonged to La- 
zarus, the house of Simon the leper, who, by twi^\\wv, va* 
said to have married Martha, and the toTn\i, T\iv^\& <ssiX. 
verj^ deep in the rock, and is descended \>7 «XiWxl Vw^^^^^l 
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Steps, which are steep and winding^ and formed in the 
rock itself." 

"Well, sir,** said Hyford, "how satisfactory all this is. 
I onlj wish I had seen it too ; but please, sir, to go on." 

"Jesus came to Bethany," continued Mr. C ^ "and 

behold, his friend had been * laid in the grave four days.* 
(Ver. 17.) The report of his arrival soon reached the 
mourning sisters ; they were surrounded, as usual, by the 
friends who came to bewail with them, and who, accord- 
ing to custom, never left them. But Martha could not sit 
still ; Jesus was near, and she must pour out her heart 
before him. She thought he had been unkind, unmindful 
of their distress : and she must reproach him or die. Bat 
not so Mary. She, too, deeply felt the absence of her 
Lord. As yet she could not reconcile it with what she 
knew of him. She dared not meet him ; she would wait ; 
she sat where she was. Martha came to Jesus, and said 
unto him, * Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died.' (Yer. 21.) She was certain that he would have 
been restored to health, and that this misery would have 
been spared her ; but her faith carried her no higher. She 
thought the absolute presence of Jesus necessary, and 
something like reproach is conveyed in this burst of 
grief. However, she became calmer, and then added, 
^ But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 
Grod, God will give it thee.' (Ver. 22.) Alas ! Martha 
did not yet know her Lord. How low were her ideas 
of him ! She evidently regarded him as a holy prophet, 
a sublime teacher, the peculiar favourite of heaven ; bat 
she had yet to learn he was the equal of the Lord of 
Hosts, (Zech. xiii. 7 ;) her * Redeemer the Holy One of 
Israel,' (Isa.liv. 5 ;) * the Resurrection and the Life,' (John 
xi. 25,) In. reply to her address, the kind and gentle 
Saviour said, * Thy brother shall rise again.' * I know 
it,' she answered ; <I know that he shall rise again in the 
resurrection at the last day, and so shall we all ; bat 
how long we must look forward ! Instead of his support 
and presence now, and all descending into the vide of 
years together, my sister and I must travel our pilgrimage 
alone^ anticipating our reunion beyond the grave. 

" All this, and even more, was contained in what she 

said ; what, therefore, must have been the awe wherewith 

she heard him pronounce those glorious words, ' I am the 

l^urrection, and the lA^e •. ^^ ^«A. Xs^^s^JCa. Vol ^aa^ 

though he were dead, yet a\i«^i\ie'MN^ • wAV«as3«o«s^ 
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liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest 
tbou this ? ' (Verses 25, 26.) Who but Jesus Christ could 
have used such language as this ? Here he bursts upon 
our dazzled view as the Resurrection and the Life : he 
is the Source, the Author, and Fountain of it ; and to 
all the lost and ruined sons and daughters of Adam he 
proclaims this glorious truth. Christ is the source of 
both natural and spiritual life. All mankind died in 
Adam, body and soul ; but in Christ all are made alive. 
He is the Resurrection ; by his mighty power the dry 
bones awake and live : and where are they ? I would 
rather say, where are they not ? The sea, the earth, 
teem with the ashes of the dead; all, every one of whom, 
will rise to immortality. 

"But again, he is also the Life; the Fountain, and 
Giver of eternal life ; for, alas ! though all the dead shall 
rise, all are not heirs of glory. For * some shall awake 
to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.' (Dan. xii. 2.) It is those who believe in him 
who alone truly live, and who will be with him and dwell 
wtih him for ever. And what is it savingly to believe in 
Jesus ? It is to look only to him for salvation ; to cast 
our lost, ruined, naked, destitute souls upon him ; to be 
saved by his perfect sacrifice, clothed in his finished 
righteousness, and rendered fit for a holy heaven by the 
cleansing, sanctifying influences of his gracious Spirit. 
But let us proceed, for we have much to dwell upon. 
When Martha had made her glorious confession, the vast 
beauty and comprehensiveness of which she no more un- 
derstood at the time than Peter did, and which we noticed 
on a former occasion (see Tract 20), she left her Lord, and 
ran to her sister, telling her privately that Jesus had 
inquired for her. 

** This was joyful news indeed ; to be inquired for by 
Jesus, whom she loved, and upon whom all her hopes 
depended. Oh ! with what alacrity she obeyed the sum- 
mons ; and her rising to do so was a signal for all her 
friends to accompany her. Jesus had remained in the 
place where Martha met him, and as soon as Mary saw 
him, the recollection of the past overwhelmed her, and 
falling down at his feet, she cried out, 'Lord, if thou 
hadst been here, my brother had not died ; ' the same 
words as Martha had used before, implying the same ^ajl 
feeling with respect to his absence. "BuX. 3ewx^ «L\\sr^^x^^ 
not, for when he beheld her tears, and tVift dee^ ^ortorw <^^ 
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The Prophet Ezekiers visioa of the dry bones, 

brought forward by Mr. C at the former assembling 

of his friends, deeply attracted the attention of all the 
farmers, but more particularly the worthy Hyford. He 
saw and felt the truth it contained, viz. its being descrip- 
tive of man in his unregenerate state, dead in trespasses 
and sins, devoid of spiritual life, and incapable of rousing 
or assisting himself. He pondered long upon it, and saw 
how exactly it had been his own case ; memory naturally 
recalled a number of circumstances wherein he had acted 
just as his faithful pastor had described ; he thought of 
the pride he took in his honest, upright dealing in matters 
of business, while he was a very savage in his family, 
towards his labourers, and all beneath him. He was the 
skeleton covered with flesh, but'possessed of no breath, no 
spiritual life ; and in this fearful state he might have con- 
tinued to the last, had not his gracious heavenly Father, 
in his purposes of love, determined that he should hear 
the voice of the Lord the Spirit calling him from his death- 
like security, and making him gentle and teachable even 
as a little child. As he slowly wended his homeward way, 
he thus contrasted the past with the present, and joy and 
gratitude filled his heart as he cried out, with the aged 
Simeon, " Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word : for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation." (Luke ii. 29, 30.) Neither could he be con- 
tented to enjoy his happiness alone, for when the family 
as usual assembled for evening prayer, he not only read 
the portion, (see Ezek. xxxvil. 1 to 10,) but repeated 
much that he remembered. 

While the prophet's wonderful vision thus dwelt upon 
the mind of Hyford, others were similarly impressed with 
the beautiful his^tory o? t\i^ t^wvtt^c^xqtr. q>^ Iaxatus; and 
Mr, C bad reason to "VA^^^Cjo^ ^ot >0v\^ ^^'WiN.Yt^^'!*^ 
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hj the instruction he had been enabled to give, and to 
feel increasing anxiety to preach the word in faithfulness 
and truth. " Work while it is called to-daj," was his fa- 
vourite maxim, for he knew that rapidly the night of 
death cometh wherein no man can work, and that ^' there 
is no work nor device nor knowledge nor wisdom in the 
grave whither he was hastening." As long, therefore, as 
he knew there was one ignorant, unholy person in his 

parish, Mr. C felt he must proceed : all were equally 

his flock, and he laboured to approve himself faithful to 
his great Master, feeding them with suitable instruction, 
" reproving, rebuking, exhorting with all long-suffering 
and doctrine." 

But again the time has arrived for us to repair to his 
house, and endeavour to derive fresh improvement from 
his deeply interesting instructions. 

Seated in his usual place, the village pastor thus ad- 
dressed his people: — 

" The astonishing display of Divine power," said he, 
^* manifested in the resurrection of Lazarus, and which 
we considered when last we met, so alarmed the chief 
priests and Pharisees that they trembled for their autho- 
rity. Their hard hearts remained insensible to the evidence 
he gave them of his being indeed the promised Messiah ; 
they were in truth the *dry bones' I spoke of when I men- 
tioned the prophet Ezekiel's vision, and were fearful mo- 
numents of the natural enmity of the human heart to 
everything that is good and holy. Instead of seeking to 
know whether Jesus was the * Prophet' foretold by 
Moses, who was to be raised up unto them, like unto him- 
self (Deut. xviii. 15,) or the * Only-begotten Son,' spoken 
of by David, (Psalm ii, 7,) or the * Child bom, the Son 
given,' mentioned by Isaiah, (chap. ix. 6,) or the * Messiah' 
of Daniel, (chap. ix. 26, 27,) it mattered not to them. 
He preached holiness in thought and word as well as deed ; 
he taught that God required righteousness in the inward 
heart ; and he unveiled the hypocrisy, selfishness, and 
iniquity that marked, at this period, all the heads and 
chiefs of the Jewish people. This made them wild; 
nothing so provokes the natural man, untouched by the 
influences of the Lord the Spirit, as to have all the motives 
of his actions laid bare ; the chief priests and Pharisees 
felt the same, therefore they said, * What do "w^ ^ ^ot \3k\^ 
man doeth many miracles. If we let \i\ia t\i\x^ ^wsfc^ ^s^ 
men will believe on him : and tbeUomaxia ft\i«i^ e,wafe «cA. 
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take away both our place and Dation.' Here was their 
excuse : they pretended that Jesus would establish 
a kingdom for himself, and alarm the jealousy of the 
Romans, to whom at this time thej were subject ; there- 
fore they became clamorous for his death, little aware 
' that for this cause he was bom, and for this cause be 
came into the world,* even to seal the truth with his blood. 
The high-priest Caiaphas, a man of despicable character, 
belonging to the sect of the Sadducees, in the most un- 
courteous manner replied, ' Ye know nothing at all, nor 
consider that it is expedient for us, that one man should 
die for the people, and that the whole nation perish not*" 
(John xi. 49, 50.) 

^' How strange," said Mr. Martin, " that Caiaphas 
should utter so remarkable a prophecy." 

'* He did not know what he was saying," replied Mr. 

C ; " like Balaam of old, the Holy Ghost obliged him 

to bear testimony to the necessity and efficacy of the atone- 
ment of Jesus for sin. It is true he said, that it was 
expedient that one should die for the people and nation 
of the Jews; why, lie could not tell, but the Lord the Spirit 
graciously unfolds, and adds the reason — * This spake be 
not of himself : but being high priest that year, he pro- 
phesied that Jesus should die for that nation ; and not for 
that nation only, but that also he should gather togetiier 
in one the children of God that were scattered abroad.' 
(Verses 51, 52.) Oh, my friends 1 how this sentence 
destroys sects and parties, and that multitude of nothingi 
that tear in pieces Christian unity ! If people would but 
consider that in heaven these distinctions are unknown, 
methinks, if they are in reality the children of God, tbey 
would use more charity one towards the other. 

" The Holy Ghost, in the verse I have read," continoed 
Mr. C — — y " speaks of the scattered being gathered toge- 
ther in one ; God has one family, (Eph. ii. 15,) we read 
of no more ; their home is heaven, the immediate presence 
of the Lord Jehovah : but all are not yet arrived there ; 
a portion are here below ; they are employed in varions 
ways, and arrange themselves under various leaders, but 
all are marked with the seal of the living God, which 
separates them from the world of the ungodly." 

" And what is this seal, sir ?" said Mrs. Smith. 

"Holiness I" solemnly replied Mr. C ; " hoUness 

of heart and life ; in ot\ieT 'wot^^ ^ ^wJDa. ^o^vcv^ h^ 
love/ When we thus consider G^o^^ \jfeQ»^\^ «kA ^yb* 
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them as our brethren in Christ, what becomes of the nar- 
row-minded bigotry of the nominal Christian ? — it finds 
no room in the bosom of hun whose heart is warmed by 
the gracious beams of the Sun of Righteousness ; he can 
rejoice with the Apostle Paul in whatever way Christ is 
preached, (Phil, i 18,) as long as it is in sincerity and 
truth, and can likewise add his hearty good wishes for 
every effort that is made for the extension of his Master's 
kingdom. 

*' Having thus considered the counsel of Caiaphas, as 
prefatory to proceeding with our deeply interesting his- 
tory, we proceed to remark two things that demand our 
attention ; first, that after the resurrection of Lazarus the 
enmity of the Sanhedrim, or Council, arose to such 
a height, * that Jesus walked no more openly among the 
Jews, but withdrew to a city called Ephraim,' situated 
about eight miles from Jerusalem, which being small and 
obscure answered the purpose for which he retired thither, 

" Deep and awful events now begin to crowd upon us, 
and I feel inadequate to perform the task you, my friends, 
have assigned to me. Every transaction recorded of our 
Lord is full of the liveliest interest, but as we approach 
the conclusion of his mighty mission, it fills the mind with 
overwhelming thoughts. It is a theme fit for angels, but 
angels could not handle it ; they have never felt that it 
is an evil thing and a bitter to be under the bondage and 
dominion of sin, and consequently they cannot love Jesus 
as a Saviour, — ^they cannot admire him as a Redeemer, — 
they cannot say, 'This is my beloved, and this is my 
friend.' (Cant v. 16.) 

" After dwelling for a time at Ephraim, the Divine 
wanderer visited various places in Galilee ; for the last 
time he went to the scenes of former ministries ; once 
again he opened his lips to teach the ignorant multitude, 
and warn them to fiee from the wrath to come ; at last 
the dread period drew on, when it was his intention to 
suffer at Jerusalem. And six days before the Passover 
he came to Bethany ; there he was welcomed by the affec- 
tionate brother and sisters, whose hearts bounded with joy 
at his again sojourning with them. The usual hospitality 
is mentioned, for a supper was prepared for him and his 
followers, at which Martha served; but it is added, ' Laza- 
rus sat at table with him ;' and Mary showed bet Vo^^ wA 
reverence in her own peculiar way, fox * aVv^ \.oo>5. ^^i^wvsA 
of ointment of spikenard, very costly, an^ ^jioVoXfc^ 'Oa^ 
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feet of Jesus, and wiped them with her hair : and the 
house was filled with the odour of the ointment' (John 
xii. 3.) How significantly does this fulfil the word spoken 
in the Song of Solomon, * While the king sitteth at his 
table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereo£' 
(Cant. i. 12.) Tes, here indeed we see the King, even 
Jesus, familiarly associating with his people, his redeemed 
ones ; thus giving an earnest to all believers that they 
shall be admitted into sweetest fellowship and communion 
with him hereafter ; while Mary's significant action of 
anointing his feet with the precious ointment, and wiping 
them with her hair, teaches us to bring all our graces and 
attainments, typified by the spikenard, and our righteous- 
ness or natural qualifications, whereof the hair is the 
emblem, to the feet of him who alone can make them ac- 
ceptable by his own precious merits. Given to Jesus, he 
renders them valuable ; he causes the graces of his people 
to be as a sweet perfume shed forth, which he presents 
before the Almighty Father, and is accepted for his sake. 

'* Graciously he looked upon Mary, and graciously he 
will receive us ; for we read that when the base hypo- 
critical Judas complained of her extravagance, pretending 
how much better it would have been to have sold it and 
given the money to the poor, Jesus said unto him, * Let 
her alone : against the day of my burying hath she kept 
this. For the poor always ye have with you ; but me ye 
have not always.' (John xii. 7, 8.) Many were present 
when these words were uttered, for the stupendous miracle 
of the resurrection of Lazarus had become generally known, 
and multitudes came to gratify their curiosity by seeing 
two such wonderful beings. 

" In consequence of the approaching Passover, vast 
crowds came into Jerusalem from the country, and thus 
more were present at the events that are now crowding 
upon our notice, than otherwise would have been the case. 
The day following, Jesus determined to enter the city ; 
hitherto he had adopted a private character, but now he 
assumes his real dignity, and compels the people, unwit- 
tingly, to acknowledge him. All the Evangelists mention 
the circumstance; we will therefore take that recorded by 
St Luke, as being the most comprehensive. ^ It came to 
pass, when he was come nigh to Bethphage and Bethany, 
at the mount called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of 
hia disciples, saying, Gro ye mX.o \\ie. Vi!\"ai^<i q^^t aigainst 
jrou ; in the which ^t your eTi\.eT\ii^ ye ^\i5\ ^fl^\ ^ <5^ 
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tied, whereon yet never roan sat : loose him, and bring 
him hither. And if any man ask you, Why do ye loose 
him ? thus shall ye say unto him, Because the Lord hath 
need of him.' (Luke xix. 29, 30.) 

** Behold the authority and majesty the Lord Jesus now 
appears to assume. In all things the Scriptures must be 
fulfilled, and the time had at length arrived when the pro- 
phecy of Zechariah was to receive its full and literal 
accomplishment " Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion ; 
shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee : he is just, and having salvation ; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass.' (Zech. 
ix. 9.) Yes, the Lord, the King of glory, sends forth 
a ray of his majesty: he determines upon publicly en- 
tering into Jerusalem, and proving to the assembled mul- 
titudes that he was in deed and in truth the promised 
Messiah. But it was not the prancing charger that he 
rode, but the ass*s colt, manifesting even in his moment 
of triumph his lowly, humble character. No sooner had 
he mounted, than, influenced by the Spirit from above, 
just as he came in view of the city, * the whole multitude 
of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God for all the 
mighty works that they had seen ; sajing. Blessed be the 
King that cometh in the name of the Lord : peace in 
heaven, and glory in the highest.' (Luke xix. 37, 38.) 
And then, with one accord, the glorious song was echoed, 
thousands rejoining, and crying, * Hosanna to the Son of 
David, — Hosanna in the highest ! ' (Matt. xxi. 9.) In 
token of reverence, likewise, they strewed the road with 
branches, and spread their garments for him to tread upon, 
while every hand bore a palm-branch, the symbol of vic- 
tory, and shouted forth, ^ Hosanna : Blessed is the King of 
Israel that cometh in the name of the Lord.' (John xii. 1 3.) 

" Are we to rest here, my dear friends ?" added the 
pastor, his eye kindling as he spoke : " Are we merely to 
look upon this as a temporary triumph of our beloved 
Lord, and seek for nothing more than the history recorded 
by the Evangelists ? Oh, yes ! much farther must I now 
lead you in this mighty history, and, with the Divine 
assistance, I would lift the veil, and give you such an 
insight into the hidden meaning of the events we have of 
late considered, as will, I trust, refresh your souls as 
much as they do mine when permitted to dN^^ >\^q>w 
them- Do yon recoUect our dwelling upou \Xi^ \i\^\.Qt^ Q»l 
Zaccbeus ?" 
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" That I do well," interrupted Hyford. 

" Well, then," said Mr. C , '* it was then that Jesus 

so graciously declared * he came to seek and to save the 
lost ;' (Luke xix. 10 ;) that history therefore I regard as 
typical or figurative of the present state of things : * Now 
is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation.' Jesus 
is now preached to you as a Saviour : ' Behold, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech yoa 
by us : we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled 
to God.* (2 Cor. v. 20.) * Turn ye, turn ye from your 
evil ways, for why will ye die ?' (Ezek. xxxiii. 11.) All 
this you may learn from the history of Zaccheus. 

" The next mighty event we dwelt upon was the resur- 
rection of Lazarus. Here the great doctrine of the First 
Resurrection, the resurrection of the saints, the believers, 
is evidently set forth. Immediately before the feet of Jesus 
shall stand upon the Mount of Olives, — ^for in the day of 
his second advent there they shaU stand, (Zech. xiv. 4,) — 
even while in the clouds, shall the voice of the Archangel 
— ^his own mighty voice — the same which cried, * Lazarus, 
come forth' — be heard in the inmost recesses of the earth, 
penetrating the depths of the sea, and awaking the count- 
less millions of his redeemed ones : * those which are alive 
and remain shall be changed, in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye :' (1 Cor. xv. 52 :) and while the mighty 
trumpet is sending forth its sounds, proclaiming to the 
astonished world the consummation of the victory obtained 
by Redeeming Love over death and hell ; while, I say, 
the trumpet is clanging, the living believers, thus trans- 
figured, shall be caught up with the raised dead to meet 
the Lord in the air. (1 Thess. iv. 16.) * To meet,* observe, 
but it is in order to descend with him here below ; it is to 
grace the triumphs of his second advent, whereof this entry 
into Jerusalem was a lively type. Then, like the multi- 
tude in our text, only so numerous that none can count 
them, holding palms in their hands, shall they cast their 
crowns, (Rev. iv. 10, and vii. 9,) — viz. the glory where- 
with Jesus encircled their heads when he bestowed on 
them the gift of eternal life, — and their robes or garments, 
the emblems of that righteousness wherewith he clothed 
them, at his feet, — renewing the mighty hosannas that shall 
be heard throughout the universe, and responded to with 
an *Amen* *by every creature in heaven, and on the 
earth, and under the earth, wi^ \w Wi^ ^^-ak-^ ^ot va. that 
hour he comes to he ' g\or\^^^mh\a «>^vd\»^^5i^ \ft\«k 
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admired in all them that believe ;' while those who had 
rejected his offered mercj, his free salvation, * shall go 
into the holes of the rocks» and into the caves of the earth, 
for fear of the Lord, and for the glorj of his majesty, 
when he thus ariseth to shake terriblj the earth.' (Isa. 
ii. 19.) 

*^ This great future event we shall also find typified in 
the next occurrence mentioned in our chapter. * And 
when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over 
it, saying. If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this 
thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace 1 but now 
they are hid from thine eyes.' (Luke xix. 41, 42.) 

'* Oh, my dear friends I" continued Mr. C , in the 

most thrilling accents of anxious entreaty, '^ listen to these 
words ; dwdl upon them. They were uttered by the 
Lord of life with tears of compassion over guilty, wretched 
Jerusalem ! The triumphal shouts of the people were 
suspended while he thus lamented over her destruction. 
The day of mercy, that had lasted during so many ages, 
was past ; the Sun of Righteousness no longer rose upon 
it with healing in his wings. Peace had been offered, 
but it was despised and rejected ; now they must accept 
the sword; and miseries such as never before were heard 
of, and the foreknowledge of which drew tears from the 
eyes of the despised Redeemer, were from henceforth to be 
their portion. And do you see no connexion between this 
and the state of impenitent sinners ? What induced the 
Lord of glory to leave his bright abode of bliss, but com- 
passion for his lost and ruined creatures ? We have fol- 
lowed him closely from the hour in which he first became 
a babe in Bethlehem, and have meditated on his doctrines 
and his miracles, and with the Jews have exclaimed, 'Never 
man spake like this man I' We have had our hearts burn 
within us as we pondered over his mercy and love so ma- 
nifested to aU, and we are compelled to acknowledge that, 
if we are lost, the fault is our own ; for Jesus has said, 
^ Te will not come unto me that ye might have life ;' for 

* him that cometh unto me I will in Jio wise cast ouL' 
(John V. 40, and vi. 37.) Oh! forbid it. Lord, that any of 
these should act so; but do thou so incline their hearts by 
thy gracious Spirit, that they may from henceforth live 

* not unto themselves, but unto thee, who hast loved 
them, and given thyself for them I' 

" But, remember/*' added Mr. C , -wViJa. \3CKs«iw^\fc^ 

sternness, '''now is the accepted timeV ^To-^7,^^^^'^'^'^^ 
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called to-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts,' (Heb. iii. 7, 8,) lest it may be said of you, as of 
Jerusalem, — It is too late, all is hidden from thine eyes ; 
the door of mercy is shut, and these impenitent shall never 
enter into my rest ! " 

" Oh, sir, this is awful !'* said Hyford ; " and it might 
have been my case, had not my Saviour had pity on me 
as he had on Zaccheus. But, sir, I have heard people 
say, that every word our Saviour foretold about Jerusa- 
lem came to pass. I should like to know more about it." 

" So you shall," replied Mr. C ; '* history has 

given us a fearful explanation of all that is said in the 
Bible, and I will enter fully into it another day. Now we 
must consider what our Lord said at the time he beheld 
the city, and, weeping, uttered the lamentation I have 
mentioned ; * For the days shall come upon thee, that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass 
thee round, and keep thee in on every side, and shall 
lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within 
thee ; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon 
another ; because thou knewest not the time of thy visi- 
tation.' (Luke xix. 43, 44.) Well might he, the compas- 
sionate Jesus, weep at these fearful prospects. Oh, 
Jerusalem ! hadst thou known the things that belonged 
to thy peace, thou wouldst not now be forsaken and 
afflicted, the prey of the spoiler, the city of desolation 5 
but thou didst reject the Holy One, and calledst down ven- 
geance on thy guilty head ; therefore those fearful days 
arrived, ' that thine enemies cast a trench about thee, 
and compassed thee round, and laid thee even with the 
ground.' 

" My dear friends, the history of that fearful period 
will show you how this was literally and sadly fulfilled. 
It is not my intention at this time fully to enter into par- 
ticulars; we must, as I said before, reserve that for another 
day ; now, I shall just show you the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy before us, by telling you, that when Vespasian, the 
Koman general, and afterwards emperor, besieged the 
city, his army encompassed it round on every side, thus 
preventing any of the inhabitants going in or out. He 
then determined to keep them in on every side, and to this 
end cast a trench, and compassed the whole city with 
a wall, which, though nearly six miles in extent, was built 
in the incredibly short space o^ t\vte^ ^\sc^?»\ TKirteen 
strong towers likewise £ott\^e^\t, au^ \\ietvivcv\i^ ^\^\x<;swi\ 



NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 11 

Strong bodies of soldiers. But its fall was decreed, and 
Jerusalem, the queen of cities, was to be laid even with 
the gi'ound and become the tomb of her children. 

^* Titus, the son of Vespasian, who commanded the 
Roman army when his father was summoned to Rome to 
receive the imperial dignity, having completed the destruc- 
tion of the place, left it, giving orders to his soldiers to dig 
up the ruins, leaving only three strong towers and a por- 
tion of the wall — now to be seen, and, as you may suppose, 
objects of deep interest to all strangers — ^to be mementos 
of his mighty conquest ; for he felt that if Gk)d had not 
fought against his once so highly favoured people, not all 
the might of Rome could have prevailed." 

" But you have told us no particulars of this event, sir," 
said Hyford, looking disappointed. " I have often wished 
to hear about the destruction of Jerusalem, and you have 
hardly told us anything." 

" Patience, my worthy friend," said Mr. C , with a 

smile ; " I assure you I have a long and deeply interesting 
account to give you of it, but it will take us another day." 

" There is a Jerusalem now, sir," said Mr. Smith. 

" Yes," replied the pastor. " It was rebuilt by the 
Emperor Adrian almost upon the same spot ; but it was 
a poor miserable place, and thinly inhabited. The Em- 
press Helena, by birth a British lady, visited it long after: 
she had embraced the Christian faith, and when she went 
there, she was deeply grieved at its forlorn and ruinous 
condition. At an immense expense she had all the rub- 
bish and soil removed from those localities where our Lord 
had been crucified and buried, and raised a magnificent 
edifice over the whole, the east end being over the spot of 
the crucifixion, and the west end enclosing the sepulchre. 
Hence Calvary, which in our Lord's time was outside the 
walls, is now inside the gates of the city. It is also re- 
corded that she discovered the three crosses upon which 
Jesus and the malefactors died ; and as it was pretended 
that she was miraculously made acquainted with that which 
bore the Lord of life, it became an object of veneration 
to the superstitious multitude, and of profit likewise to the 
Romish priesthood, who have from time to time sold bits 
of wood sufficient to have made a hundred crosses, and 
imposed them upon the ignorant and trifling, as that iden- 
tical one Helena had found. 

" When the Lord had pronounced \na 'wo^ xt^otl ^^rvx.- 
salem, be entered the gates, and aU tlie c\ty ^«ka xaw^^N 
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thousands and tens of thousands were therein^ drawn 
together, as I before told you, by the approaching festival 
of the Passover : many had never seen him, well therefore 
might they exclaim, * Who is this ? And the multitude 
said, This is the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.' (Matt 
xxi. 10, 11.) Here was an answer indeed ! Jesus !— 
He of whom Moses wrote as the ' seed of the womaU)' 
promised to destroy the powers of darkness ; — ^the • Shiloh' 
foretold by their dying forefather Jacob ; — the ' Lord/ to 
whom the Lord Jehovah said, * Sit on my right hand, 
until I make thine enemies thy footstool.' (Psalm ex. 1.) 

*' Yes, this was Jesus, spoken of by Isaiah, Daniel, 
Zechariah, and all the prophets, and declared by John the 
Baptist to be 'the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
sins of the world :* Jesus was now solemnly riding forth, 
and in the spirit and power of the Most High proceeded 
to the sacred temple : there the smoke of the offerings 
was ascending as usual ; there the white-robed priests 
were employed in their daily ministrations, and without 
doubt there were many who were devoutly waiting for 
the redemption of Israel ; but these were few compared 
with the numbers who thought merely of the outward 
ceremonies, and were therefore indifferent to the abuses 
that were evident even in the sanctuary ; for the outer 
court of the temple was still turned into a market for cattle 
and such things as were used in sacrifice, as well as fur- 
nishing a place for the money-changers, who sat there to 
supply the Jews with money who came from a distance. 
But again he drove them forth, as he iiad done at the be- 
ginning of his ministry; (John ii. 13 to 17;) and there 
he taught, (Luke xix. 47,) and healed the blind and tiie 
lame, (Matt. xxi. 14,) thus giving an undeniable i^ply to 
those who inquired who he was. 

" I could have added much more," continued Mr. C f 

" but time forbids it ; the next day we meet I shall en- 
deavour to relate to vou a few particulars relative to the 
Fall of Jerusalem." 
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" As the subject upon which I principallj purpose 

addressing you to-day," said Mr. C , " is a matter 

of history, you see," added he, with a smile, holding up 
two or tluree books, '* I came provided with my assistants. 
I promised to give you some account of the last days of 
Jerusalem, Master Hyford ; and I trust what I have to 
tell you will both interest and instruct you. Whether 
we trace the history of the Jews from its commencement, 
or only confine ourselves to the period of our Lord's 
sojourn amongst them in the flesh, most deeply had they 
erred. We behold one continuous detail of perverseness 
and sin ; and when we turn over the pages of Prophecy, 
threatenings and judgments are declared continually; and 
every woe denounced by their great Lawgiver Moses, as re- 
corded in Deuteronomy (chap, xxviii.), we find has been 
literally and fearfully fulfilled. The entire of that long 
chapter is divided into two parts, under two heads, blessings 
and cursings. The former extend to the 15 th verse, and are 
promised upon condition of their maintaining true religion 
in their families and people, and labouring in all ways to ap- 
prove themselves to their gracious and indulgent Lord, 
who, knowing their infirmities, promised to establish them 
* as an holy people unto himself, if they kept his command- 
ments, and walked in his ways.* (Deut. xxviii. 9.) But 
if they forgot the Lord, and neglected to obey his voice 
and do his commandments, then misery should be their 
portion, and curses proportionate to their promised bless- 
ings should be heaped upon them. It is the fulfilment of 
these fearful denunciations we intend considering to-day. 
Amongst the many threatened evils, * madness, blindness 
and astonishment of heart' was foretold. (Verse 28.) And 
what did our Lord say of the Pharisees and rulers of the 
people ? * They be blind leaders of the blind,' (Matt. xv. 
14,) thus proving tb^ ttwtli of what Isaiah said, *He 
bath blinded their ey ea, an^ Wx^eii^^ xJaavt >a«M\. \ ^3Qat 
tbejr should not see vrith t^«tt e^^^^xiot M\A^T^\asA^^e>^ 
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their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them.' 
(Isa. vi. 9, 10, compared with John xii.40.) Hence, when 
Jesus visited them, — when that most wonderful event 
occurred, — their eyes were blinded, their minds were dark- 
ened ; and though he came ' unto his own, his own re- 
ceived him not;' (John i. 10 ;) therefore, despised, rejected, 
and scorned, he beheld the guilty city and nation which 
once he had chosen for his peculiar inheritance, and 
uttered that affecting lamentation I mentioned before, 

* O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, 
and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not! Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye 
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.' (Matt, xxiii. 37—39.)" 

"When do you consider this last verse is to be ful- 
fiUed ? " said Mrs. Basil. 

" In that day," replied Mr. C , "when 'there is 

poured out upon the house of David, and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and supplication : then they 
shall look upon him whom they have pierced, and mourn ;' 
(Zech. xii. 10 ;) for he who formed him hath said of him, 

* I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, 
and, as a cloud, thy sins : return unto me ; for I have 
redeemed thee.' (Isa. xliv. 22.) And so it shall be — * for 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads : they 
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away ;' (Isa. xxxv. 10 ;) and with loud hosannas 
they shall shout forth the praises of their once despised 
and rejected Saviour, saying, * Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord.' This brings me to the portion I 
have selected for to-day, and which you will find written 
in the 24th chapter of St. Matthew. After our Lord had 
arrived in the city, and cleansed the precincts of the temple 
of their unhallowed multitude, he returned to Bethany for 
the night, going back to the city the following morning. 
There he walked in the courts of the holy building, sur- 
rounded by the chief priests, and scribes, and elders ; who 
demanded of him by what authority he acted. (Mark xi. 
28.) Instead of replying directly, he adopted fib n^tj \i%>aAS. 
plan with the Jews, viz, to answer one q]aeft\AOii\s^ ^^va% 
another; therefore he said, * The baplVsni oi 3^itjx^ ^^a 
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it from lieaven, or of men ?* To reply to this, perplexed 
them ; conscience convinced them that John was in truth 
a prophet sent from God, but if they acknowledged it, 
they knew he would say, * Why then did ye not believe 
him ?' on the contrary, if they said, *Cf men,' — they were 
afraid of the people, who thoroughly appreciated the Bap- 
tist, and his doctrines, as so superior to the instruction of 
the Scribes. Consequently, to shield themselves from a 
{Treat dilemma, they boldly declared, * They could not 
tell.' Then * Jesus answering said unto them, Neither 
do I tell you by what authority I do these things.' (Mark 
xi. 30 — 33.) Thus he got rid of these detestable hypo- 
crites, and then began to teach the multitudes, who feh 
the truth of his preaching, for they were sensible of their 
ignorance and hung upon his words. 

*' At length he went out of the temple, and one of his dis- 
ciples, with all the national pride of a Jew, said to him, 
* Master, see what manner of stones, and what buildings are 
here.' The Temple we are now speaking of, was not that 
magnificent building erected by Solomon ; that was de- 
stroyed by the Chaldeans 588 years before our Lord's time. 
The second Temple was very inferior, in many respects, but 
yet far more highly honoured ; for truly * the glory of this 
latter house was greater than the former,' (Haggaiii. 2,) 
because it was visited in person by the Lord of Life, the 'de- 
sire of all nations.' As many parts were falling into decay, 
Herod, in order to make himself popular with the Jewish 
people, undertook to repair it. This, I recollect, I told you 
before j for nine years many thousand workmen were em- 
ployed, and enormous sums of money were spent in beauti- 
fying and improving it. The stones used in the building 
were of prodigious size, hence the exclamation of the dis- 
ciple. Listen to the awful reply of Jesus, when his disciple 
had called his attention to the spot : ' And he answering 
said unto him, Seest thou these great buildings ? there shall 
not be left one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown 
down.' (Mark xiii. 2.) How improbable must this have 
appeared ! And yet the whole fearful declaration was fully 
and literally accomplished seventy years afterwards, in 
the same month, and on the same day of the month, that 
Solomon's temple had been destroyed. The solemn words 
uttered by their Lord had a great effect upon the awe- 
• struck disciples. tThey knew him to be the Messiah ; 
they felt that not a word \.W\. \v^ ^.twi^oww^s^^ 'would 
be nought ; therefore, utv\\ap\>y :wv^ wvtaovx^ >s>cvtt^ ^ssssv^v^ 
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him as he sat alone upon the Mount of Olives, which 
overlooked the very spot, — ^yea, even looked into its courts, 
— and said to him, ^ Tell us, when shall these things 
be ? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of 
the end of the world ?' (Matt zxiv. 3.) Here are 
three distinct solemn questions — First, * When shall 
these things be ?' Secondly, * What shall be the sign of 
thy coming ?' Thirdly, * And of the end of the world?* 
or the present state of things. My dear friends, these are 
indeed important subjects ; the first was applicable only to 
the Jews ; the two last, to them, to you, to every human 
being. Let us examine them in order ; and may the Lord 
the Spirit so impress the word he has spoken upon your 
hearts, that you may be numbered amongst those * faithful 
and wise servants, who shall be found waiting for their 
Master's coming.' Our Lord's reply to the first question 
of his anxious followers is contained from the 4th to the 
22d verses of our chapter. (Matt xxiv.) * Tell us,' said 
they, * when shall these things be?' In reply, he gives 
them several signs whereby they will be able to discern 
that the fearful time is arrived. And now I must turn to 
the pages of history in order to give you a complete ex- 
planation of what follows. Josephus, the well-known 
historian of the Jews, has written most minutely respect- 
ing the last days of Jerusalem ; he was a general in the 
Jewish army, a priest of considerable rank, and governor 
of Galilee. I shall tell you more about himself presently ; 
l;>ut now we must consider the various signs foretold by 
our Lord, all which are detailed by him, who, without in- 
tending it, gave ample evidence to the truth of the Gospel." 

" Then, Josephus did not believe in Jesus, sir ? " said 
Mr. Hill. 

" No," replied Mr. C ; " hence, what he says is the 

more remarkable ; for he speaks of him as a ^ wise, that 
is, a holy man ; if, at least,' he says, ^ he may be called a 
man — a great worker of miracles, and teacher of truth.' 
He then mentions his being crucified, and rising again on 
the third day ; and that great numbers of people believed 
on him as the Christ. It is chiefly from the writings of 
this man that we know particulars of these fearful times, 
and he seems to have been especially preserved by God 
for the purpose of thus confirming the word that Jesus 
spake. The first sign of the downfall of JeruseLk.ixi^^^ \J^ 
be the appearance of * false Christa, and. i«\a^ "^to^^\s»« 
Take heed/ said their Divine Teacter, ' l\v«A. xio xa»xv 
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deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, 
I am Christ ; and shsdl deceive many.' (Verses 4, 5.) 
Now let us turn to the pages of history ; there we shall 
learn that previous to the time we are considering, several 
false Messiahs appeared. Dositheus, the Samaritan, de- 
clared he was the Christ foretold by Moses ; Simon 
Magus said he appeared among the Jews as the Son of 
God ; and at last such a number of these vile impostors 
arose, that they attracted the notice of government, and 
many were seized and put to death. 

" The next sign was, wars and rumours of wars.' 
Josephus tells us, that contentions were universal ; every 
city was divided into two parties. Next, there were to be 

* famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. 
(Verse 7.) In the Acts we read of a famine, which was fore- 
told by Agabus, and which came to pass in the reign of 
Claudius Caesar. (Acts xi. 28.) Josephus says, in Jeru- 
salem it was so severe that many perished, and that it was 
followed by a fearful pestilence. Earthquakes too were 
foretold, and they perfoimed their awful mission. St 
Luke adds another sign also, namely, * fearful sights, and 
great signs shall there be from heaven.' (Luke xxi. 11.) 
Again I turn to Josephus, an eyewitness of what I am 
going to relate. He tells us, that * just before the siege of 
the devoted city by the Roman general, Titus, there broke 
out a dreadful storm in the night accompanied by wind, 
rain, fearful lightnings and thunderings, and bellowings 
in the earth, as in an earthquake.' He ^so declares, that 

* a star, in the shape of a sword, hung over the city for a 
whole year. The people being assembled to celebrate the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, that is, the Passover ; at the 
ninth hour of the night there shone so bright a light about 
the altar and the temple that it seemed to be broad day. 
At the same feast, a cow, led by the priest to sacrifice, 
brought forth a lamb in the middle of the temple. The 
eastern gate, made of brass, and so heavy that it required 
twenty men to close it, and was fastened by strong bolts 
and bars, flew open at the sixth hour of the night, and 
could hardly be shut.' Again, he says, * Before the setting 
of the sun, there were seen all over the country, chariots 
and armies fighting in the clouds ; and at the Feast of 
Pentecost, when the priests at night were going to per- 

Jorm their usual service, they heard a rushing noise, and 

iheD a loud voice crying, "Ijel w^ ^'e^^^xr"' Q\>k.i my 

fiends/' continued Mr. C , ^' 1 >aa:s^ qSXjwv >i5ttsssis^N. 
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of this dreadful sentence ; showing so completely that 
this once loved and favoured nation was to learn from 
awful experience what a fearful thing it is to fall into the 
hands of an angry God ; they had forsaken him^ ' the 
fountain of living waters,' and given themselves up to 
every species of iniquity ; so he departed from them, and 
let them reap the hitter fruits of their transgression. 

" But there was yet another sign, which fiUed the hearts 
of even the stoutest with inconceivahle horror. Four years 
before the war began, when all was peace and security, a 
countryman came to the Feast of Tabernacles, and ran up 
and down the streets crying, ' A voice from the east, a 
voice from the west, a voice from the four winds, a voice 
against Jerusalem and the temple, a voice against the 
bridegrooms and the brides, a voice against all the people.' 
[n vain the magistrates tried to stop him ; in vain they 
scourged him with the utmost severity : his fearful cry 
continually was heard, adding lamentably, * Woe, woe to 
Jerusalem.' For seven years and five months, pardca- 
larly at the great festivals, he continued uttering his 
mournful dirge ; he never grew hoarse or tired ; but 
* Woe to the city, woe to the people, woe to the temple,' 
was his burthen ; until at last he added, *Woe, woe also to 
myself;' when a stone from some engine immediately 
struck him dead. The next prediction of our Lord was, 
' Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall 
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my 
name's sake.' (Verse 9.) You have heard sufficient of 
the hatred shown by the heathen against the followers of 
Jesus. Look into the Acts ; there you will read of the 
sorrows and afflictions they encountered for his name's 
sake, ' not counting their lives dear unto themselves,' but 
with death staring them in the face, boldly and fearlessly 
preaching the Gospel of salvation and peace. This ful- 
filled the seventh sign of these awful predictions. ' This 
Gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations ; and then shall the end 
come.' (Verse 14.) 

*' The world is sometimes put for the Roman Empire, 
whose dominion at this period extended over an immense 
territory ; and I conceive it refers to that in this place, as 
well as in Luke ii. 1, which has never been disputed. In 
that empire the gospel was widely spread \ ^\,.Y^^ \«3\'^. 
the Bomans that from ^Jerusalem, xoxm^ «\k>\>X >acDX^ 
lUjnicum, he had fully preached the goa^^ o^ CNiTvaXi 
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(Bom. XV. 19,) and that 'his bonds or afflictions for 
Christ*s sake were manifest in the palace,' the residence 
of the imperial majesty of Rome, ' and in all other places, 
many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by his 
bonds, being much more bold to speak the word witiiont 
fear.' (Phil. i. 13, 14.) Thus then was that * new re- 
ligion proclaimed, which had caused the idolatrous temples 
to be well-nigh deserted, the sacred solemnities to be 
discontinued, and the victims to meet with few par- 
chasers.' These were the previous signs ; our Lord now 
enters into particulars, and proceeds to instruct bis beloved 
followers how to act when the destruction of the devoted 
city actually commenced, and how to provide for their 
own safety. And is not this beautiful ? does not this 
afford you another evidence, if any were required, of the 
faithfulness of your heavenly Father ? He says a * spar- 
row cannot fall to the ground without his penmssion ;' 
neither shall one of his redeemed ones, his treasures, his 
heart's purchase, be lost : trials and afflictions may be 
their portion ; indeed, they are their appointed portion, 
and that because he loves them ; but not one can be 
injured, not one shall be missing ; and in all the judg- 
ments he has from time to time brought upon the guilty 
world, he has ever provided for the security of those who 
trust in him. 

" * When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desola- 
tion, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, 
. . . then let them which be in Judea flee into the mountains.' 
(Matt xxiv. 15, 16.) This 'abomination of desolation 'is 
universally allowed to have been the Roman army, and 
their ensigns or banners. To enter into particulars how 
they at length penetrated into the heart of the city, would 
occupy too much of our time ; for I have a great deal more 
to add : but so it was, Jerusalem was one fearful mass 
of dying, and dead bodies ; the streets were laid waste ; 
horrors such as you have no conception of pervaded the 
city ; famine was risen to so fearful a height that vermin, 
grass, and old leather were regarded as a luxury, and sold 
at a high price. Such a thing as a regular meal of food was 
not known in Jerusalem in those dreadful days. Then was 
literally fulfilled Deut. xxviii. 53 — 57, and, as it were, 
to be a standing proof of the truth of Grod's word, it is 
recorded, that a \ady oi V\\^Vv t^Yvk, of the name of 
Miriam, who had left Yvex «ibo^e va. \!tv^. ^iw^wVrj ^ ^'^ 
beginning of the war, for t\\^ «»«^8-^ o^ ^^^\x\iVc^^\>xA\fl^ 
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come to dwell in the city, had her house so continuallj 
plundered of provisions, that at last they left her nothing. 
Madness, despair, and misery took possession of her, and 
in the agony of famine, she took her infant^ the child of 
her bosom, slew him, and roasted him. Having satisfied 
her hunger with a meal calculated to make the very angels 
weep, she hid the rest for a future day. But her wretched 
starving countrymen, like so many wolves,, attracted by 
the smell, rushed into the house, and threatened her with 
death unless she gave them food. She took them to the 
place, she uncovered her store, she placed the remains of 
her babe before them, and invited them with all the levity 
of a maniac to eat. Struck with horror, the wretches 
paused ; the prophecy of Moses I mentioned above was 
brought home to their minds ; fearfulness and trembling 
came upon them : * God hath indeed forsaken us,' was their 
cry, and rushing from the house, they left the miserable 
mother to finish her meal alone. From the middle of April 
to the 1st of July, no less than 115,880 dead bodies were 
carried out from one of the gates of Jerusalem, besides 
those that had been decently buried. 

" But amidst all these horrors the Christians were 
safe ; * not a hair of their heads was to perish ;' (Luke 
xxi. 18 ;) and it is a well-known fact that not one 
perished in the fall of Jerusalem. It has been stated by 
Josephus, that the numbers of Jews that perished in Jeru- 
salem, and other cities, during the whole war, amounted 
to the fi-ightful result of 1,374,490, and this independent 
of multitudes who were lost in caves, woods, vaults, banish- 
ment, and other ways. As to Josephus himself, I told you 
he was governor of Galilee. Jotapata, one of the cities in 
his province, being besieged, he went to its relief, and 
defended it bravely for forty-seven days ; at length it was 
taken, and not one Jew escaped to tell the dreadful tale to 
their countrymen, being all either murdered or made 
prisoners. Amongst these last was Josephus : he was 
brought before the Roman general Vespasian, who in- 
tended sending him to the emperor Nero ; which when 
the Jewish general understood, he desired to speak to 
Vespasian, whom he thus addressed ; * My message to you 
being from the God of heaven, is of much greater con- 
cern to you, than the disposal of me as your prisoner. 
As a Jew I should have preferred death to \\i\%«wrc^xv^^x^ 
had it not been to deliver the divme (iOTraoAa^\aw \ft ^<3Vi.. 
The interval between the emperor's end and -jovit svx^^^^^" 



10 KEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 

ing bim is so small, that I already look upon you as 
emperor, and your son Titus as your successor. Keep 
me as your prisoner ; if I have deceived you, then punish 
me in the severest manner.' Vespasian, as you may sup< 
pose, took him at his word, but caused him to be kept 
a close prisoner. In a short time afterwards, the crimes 
of the emperor Nero having rendered him detestable, it 
was determined to remove him, but this he prevented by 
killing himself, A.c. 71. Vespasian, according to the pro- 
phecy of Josephus, was proclaimed emperor ; he therefore 
left the conquering of Judea to his son Titus, and then set 
off for Rome, first giving the Jewish general his liberty. 

" We have thus considered our Lord's reply to the disd^es* 
first question, ^ When shall these things be ?' We now come 
to the second, * What shall be the sign of thy coming?' 
Persons often confound and intermingle this event with 
the downfall of Jerusalem, and thus fall into perplexities 
they cannot unravel. But Jesus warns us against this, 
and employs arguments from fiie 23d to the 29th verses, 
to prove to us that these two events are distinct. We 
must look, therefore, for the reply to this question and the 
third, from the 29th verse to the 40th. Many of those 
who witnessed the horrors I have mentioned, thought the 
end of the world was arrived ; but not so, then * Every 
eye shall see him,' (Rev. i. 7,) for behold * he cometh 
with clouds.' This he has never yet done. Let us there- 
fore consider this part, which is a reply to the second and 
third important questions. Our Lord says, * Immediately 
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be dark- 
ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven shall be 
shaken : and then shall appear the sign of the Son of 
Man in heaven : and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he 
shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from 
one end of heaven to the other.' (Matt xxiv. 29 — 31.) 

" But our Lord says, * Immediately,' " said Mrs, Basil ; 
" this has often puzzled me ; how do you explain it, 
Mr. C ? " 

" Thus," replied Mr. C ; " I consider, and agree 

with several excellent writers on this important subject, 

that the tribulation o£ tYvoa^ ^9k.>f^ ^\v\c\v ^\i^\^vd ui^on the 

Jews, has continued from tWx ^wo^ \.c> \\\^ ^c^^^wx^ ^s^ 
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will do 80 until they are delivered hj Him whom they 
shall look upon, and acknowledge for their Messiah and 
Deliverer. St. Mark thus explains this word * imme- 
diately' — he says, * In those days, after that tribulation,' &c. 
(Mark xiii. 24.) And Luke writes thus ; * And Jeru- 
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles shall be fulfilled.' (Luke xxi. 24.) 
So you see the treading down of Jerusalem, the times of 
the Gentiles, is the * tribulation ' spoken of, which was to 
begin * immediately,' and last tiU the period which I 
firmly believe we are now entering upon, wherein * there 
shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars ; and upon the earth distress of nations, with per- 
plexity ; the sea and the waves roaring ; men's hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth : for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken.' (Luke xxi. 25, 26.) These predictions 
may be literally fulfilled. I think it very likely ; but 
certain it is that already they have begun to be spiritually 
realized. The events of the last two years have seen the 
shaking of civil and political powers, even to their very 
centre : these I consider as typified by the ' sun ' and 
* moon ; ' while the * stars,' the emblem of the Churches, 
are falling from their high and proud position, and popular 
commotions, debates, and strife, are the order of the day ; in 
other words, * the sea and the waves are roaring.' I ask you, 
my friends, is not this true ? have I not plainly set before 
you the real state of kingdoms, churches, and people, at 
the present time ? Well, therefore, may * men's hearts fail 
them for fear, and for looking for those things that are 
coming on the earth.' (Luke xxi. 26.) And what hap- 
pens next ? We will follow St Luke, who tells us, ^ that 
then shall they see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. And when these things begin 
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads ; for 
your redemption draweth nigh.' (Verses 27, 28.) Observe, 
troubles of various kinds, political, civil, ecclesiastical, and 
individual, are to precede the Saviour s coming ; for, * as 
surely as we know by the budding forth of the trees that 
sunmier is at hand, so surely, he tells us, when we shall see 
all these things come to pass, to know that he is nigh, even 
at the doors.' (Matt. xxiv. 33 ; Mark xiii. 29.) But 
some people vainly imagine that the moial «A»\.^ ^^ ^^ 
world will be improved, and fitted for t\ife sA"sr^Ti\. ^^ ^^ 
great Messiah : but this is a grievous imaV«^^\ ^^"^ ^"^ 
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Lord himself asks this question, * When the Son of Man 
Cometh, shall he find faith on the earth ? ' (Luke xviii. 
8.) Alas ! no. He tells us that instead of this being the 
case, * Liiquity shall abound, therefore the love of many 
shall wax cold.' 

" My dear friends,** continued Mr. C , with great 

energy, " suffer the wor4 of exhortation, ' Prepare to meet 
jour God.* Deeply sensible of the importance of our sub- 
ject, I would implore you to consider your ways, and dy for 
refuge to Jesus the Saviour and Friend of sinners. He 
has left these words upon record, as a voice of warning 
to all the world : he charges us to ^ Watch : for we know 
neither the day nor the hour of his coming.' (Matt. xxiv. 
42.) He charges us to take heed *lest at anj time our 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day come upon us unawares. 
For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the 
face of the whole earth.* (Luke xxi. 34, 35.) These are 
not my words, but Christ's. He warns you to watch and 
pray ; he shows you your danger, he points to you your 
place of refuge, your ark, your hiding-place, in that 
awful day. Believe in him and you shall be safe : not 
a hair shall perish belonging to his redeemed ones : on 
the contrary, they are *to look up, and lift up their 
heads, for their redemption draweth nigh.' That eman- 
cipation and freedom for which they have so long waited, 
will then take place, and they shall dwell for ever in 
His blessed presence, * with whom there is fulness of 
joy, and at whose right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore.' (Psal. xvi. 11.) I have now brought this 
deeply interesting subject to a close : time fails me to 
enter more fully into it — but oh ! as you value the 
safety of your immortal souls, lay to your hearts what 
you have heard, and pray for a blessing upon it. I 
charge you to rouse yourselves from your carelessness 
and unconcern ; say not, with the thoughtless crowd, 
* Where is the promise of his coming ? ' (2 Pet. iii. 4.) 
I have proved to you that he is nigh at hand, nearer, 
I expect, than many of you think. I have endeavoured 
to be faithful, and earnestly do I hope that in that day 
you and I may be found in him, without spot and 
blameless, washed in the blood of sprinkling, and sanc- 
tified by the Spirit from on high.*' 
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The subject of Mr. C ^'s last exposition had left a 

deep and abiding feeding upo.n the minds of his hearers ; 
they saw its infinite importance, and justly argued, that 
as -the threatened vengeance had been fulfilled to the 
utmost extent towards Jerusalem, it was an earnest of 
those future manifestations of the Divine power and 
justice which we ourselves may expect. They compared 
the prophetic warnings with the present state of things, 
and were aware that the time is drawing nigh when the 
universal dominion of Jesus, the MessisJi, will be made 
manifest to all. 

Hyford and Mr. Hill rode into Worcester to attend the 
market; and the crowded streets, and business-like ap- 
pearance of the people, struck the worthy old man as 
something more than usual, though the fact was, his mind 
was filled with the important subject to which we have 
alluded ; and then he compared it with the almost parting 
words of his beloved pastor — "Take heed to yourselves, 
lest your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting and 
drunkenness, and the cares of this life, and so that day 
come upon you unawares.** (Luke xxi. 34.) And, as 
if nothing should be wanting to complete the warning 
voice, a bridal party dashed through the town, the very 
picture of gaiety^ thoughtlessness, and trifling. The good 
old farmer's heart was full when the time came for him to 
rejoin his friend, and after riding for some time in 
silence, he at length exclaimed, *^ Ob, neighbour ! I was 
ready to stop every one I met to-day, to ask them if they 
would be ready for the time when Jesus should come 
again in the clouds of heaven. I saw no single soul look- 
ing serious, at least not as if they expected that : they 
pressed on to the market, they filled the shops ; the com 
and hop markets were crammed with folks, all complaining 
of the times and bad prices, and noisy enough, in all con- 
science ; and after gTwm\)\\T\^ \SX \>aftrj ^^x^ l\red^ I saw 
many of them afterwards gom^ \.o ^w^^\. Sx. ^ ^\. >iX\s.\Kss^ 
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wliere thfej would spend the rest of the evening in 
drinking, by way, as they say, of drowning care. Had 
•I said to one of them, * Prepare, sir, for the. day of the 
Lord is at hand,' they would have voted me a fool, per- 
chance, and told me to leave preaching to the parsons* 
And then that wedding ; you know, neighbour, they are 
to go on marrying and giving in marriage until the cere- 
mony is stopped by the archangel's trumpet. I never 
felt so much as I did to-day ; for Christ is very near, and 
the poor thoughtless people are not aware of it. Oh ! I 
wish every town, every parish, every house, could have 
our dear Mr. C — ■ — , and then that day. would not come 
upon them unawares." 

Mr. Hill was both amused and instructed by the earnest- 
ness of the excellent old man. Violent by nature, his 
energetic feelings were now under the influence of the 
Grospel ; and no sooner did he see and appreciate any 
particular truth, than he entered into it with all his 
powers, and tried to render others as interested in it as 
himself. The subject of our Lord's second advent was 
quite new to him ; he had heard it slightly hinted at, but 
never before had it been brought home to him. He now 
saw his personal interest in it ; he felt that either he 
would, by virtue of his union by faith with his gracious 
Lord, be a partaker of the joys of the first resurrection, 
or amongst those who, being alive at his coming, will be 
changed and glorified ; in fact, living or dying he felt he 
belonged to Jesus, and consequently the love that had 
softened his once hard, impenetrable heart, shed abroad its 
sweet influences, and filled him with affection for his 
fellow-men, to all of whom now he was ready to cry, 
f* Arise ye, and depart ; for this is not your rest : because 
it is polluted, it shaU destroy you, even with a sore 
destruction." (Micah ii. 10.) 

The friends separated at length, each to return to his 
home ; and both were delighted the next day to hear the 
subject of their discourse most beautifully treated of in 

the pulpit, when Mr. C preached from Rev. xxii. 20 : 

^f He which testifieth these things saith. Surely I come 
quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus." Would 
time permit me, I could tell you much of the substance 
of that sermon : how he showed the manner of our Lord's 
appearing, from Matt xxiv. 30, 2 Thess. i. 7, and 1 The.?>«». 
V. 2, and several other texts ; then, wlxy W \a \.o ^cra^^^ 
even to accomplish the great workot fta\v«L\\oti,\T?^\»A.^\ 
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to confound his enemies, Luke xix. 27 ; including tlid 
great apostacy of Popery, which is to be " consumed with 
the spirit of his mouth, and destroyed with the brightness 
of his coming," 2 Thess. ii. 8. But I must add no more, for 
the chosen subject at the Court the following Wednesday 
contains so much worth remembering, and is so important 
that now you must accompany me thither. 

" My dear friends/' said the pastor, •'we are proceeding 
in our awful theme ; awful, yet delightful, and beyond the 
capacity of finite man fully to enter into. May the Sfarit 
Arom above rest upon us, that the contemplation of the 
sufferings of the world's Redeemer — ^yes, of your Redeemer 
and mine— may warm and animate our cold, stupid 
hearts, and lead us to cast ourselres before him, looking 
to his finished work as the alone means whereby we may 
seek and hope for acceptance in the sight of onr Creator 
and justly offended God. When Jesus had finished the 
interesting discourse we considered last week, and added, 
besides, many important instructions for the improvement 
of those around him, he reminded his disciples that in 
two days the pafsover would commence, the fourth that 
had occurred since he began his ministry. It is men- 
tioned, that he was at Bethany, at the house of Simon 
the leper, and that he was again anointed, with circum- 
stances very similar to those mentioned in John xii. 1 — 8, 
and which I noticed before. Many perf^ons think these 
two transactions one and the same : I do not ; and the 
reason why is, first, in John, it appears to have occurred 
in the house of Lazarus (xii. 1, 2) ; here it is said expressly 
to have been in the dwelling of Simon the leper; — 
secondly, in John, she anointed his feet and wiped them 
with her hair ; here she poured it on his head ; — thirdly, 
in John, she is merely commanded to be left unmolested, 
but here she is to be spoken of throughout the woiid ^-' 
and lastly, in John, the transaction happened Hx days 
before the Passover, here it was two. Also, John is the 
only one of the Evangelists that mentions the first anoint- 
ing ; this last is spoken of by two, St. Matthew and Mark. 
As I said so much on this circumstance before, I will now 
pass it over. 

" The subject selected for our present meditation is of the 

deepest importance and interest, and one upon which I 

have long wished, to enter fully. The exasperation Judas 

certainly felt at the reproof ^vjen V\m Xs^ Vve. Master^ 

when he found fault wUli Mwy/m^?^ V^\«^^vc^ V%s^kw^ 
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liis base purposes of treachery ; for we read that ^ he then 
went unto the chief priests, and said unto them, What 
will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you ? And 
they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And 
from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.' 
(Matt. xxvi. 15, 16.) Did you ever meditate upon this 
transaction, the vilest and blackest upon record? It 
does not appear the chief priests or rulers ever thought of 
trying the faithfulness of his disciples. Bad as they were, 
they never thought of it. No ; Judas himself arranged it, 
and was the first to propose it, only bargaining with them 
for a reward. Oh ! how many have, like Judas, been led 
by Satan at his will, and though they have been high 
professors, in time of temptation have fallen away, and 
while they have cried * Hai^ Master,' proved very traitors 
to his cause. Beware, my friends, of the first advances 
of the tempter ; be watchful against his fiery darts — his 
sudden vile suggestions ; take heed, lest he gain access 
into the citadel of your hearts, for in truth it will be hard 
to turn him out. Remember Judas, and tremble : you 
stand by faith alone, by feeling your own weakness, by 
constantly keeping your eye resting upon Jesus ; by 
having no confidence in the fiesh. Look at Judas, and 
behold man left to himself, a prey to Satan, a prey to his 
vile passions, which as a flood overwhelm the soul, press 
upon it, and sink it into the pit of destruction. But we 
turn from this portion of our history for the present, in 
order to follow the footsteps and actions of the gracious 
Hedeemer. The hour for which he came into the world 
was at hand — the hour which was to seal the forgiveness 
promised in Paradise to the guilty sons and daughters of 
Adam. The time for keeping the Passover had arrived, 
and the disciples, ignorant of what would occur, came t© 
him and said, * Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee 
to eat the passover ? And he said. Go into the city to 
such a man, and say unto him. The Master saith, My time 
is at hand ; I will keep the passover at thy house with 
my disciples.' (Verses 17, 18.) The Passover ! wonderful, 
mysterious ceremony ! proclaiming salvation to a lost and 
ruined world more than 1491 years before the great 
atonement was manifested. But I must make this plainer. 

" You remember," said Mr. C , looking particularly 

towards the farmers, " when we read the 12th chapter of 
Exodus some time since, I then 8\iOw^ ^ow. \Ja."aX. ^^ 
whole transaction recorded therein "waa «fe ^-1^^ ^'^ ^^ 
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safferings and sacrifice of our Divine Bedeemer, and a 
beautiful emblem of his delivering ns from worse than 
Egyptian bondage, and purchasing us to himself, bj the 
blood of sprinkling. But we will enter into partieulara, 
for it eannot be repeated too often. Pharaoh and his 
people were determined that Israel should not leave Egypt; 
but God determined he should : the time was arrived for 
him to take possession of the land of Canaan, * the lot of 
his inheritance ; * and he must quit Egypt to trayel 
thither. To lose such a multitude of slaves was not con- 
sistent with the interests of the Egyptians, and they were 
determined to detain them. But G^ said, 'Let my people 
go, that they may serve me.' No, says the idolatioin 
Pharaoh, I cannot and will not. * Who is the Lord ? I 
know not the Lord, neither will I let Israel go.' (Exod. 
V. 2.) We shall see : 'Can the potsherds of the earth 
strive with him who made them ? ' Alas for that man 
who lifteth his arm against the Lord God Omnipotent 
To humble him to the dust, let us behold the enemies 
brought to contend with this proud king. First, his river, 
his idol, the pride of Egypt, flows through the land a 
stream of blood, and the clear sweet waters of the Nile 
are so corrupt and polluted that the very fish die, and 
thus cut off a great tjource of daily nourishment. Next 
came frogs, so numerous that the land stank with them, 
and then the king cried out, ' Intreat the Lord, that he 
may take away the frogs.' Then came lice, that infested 
their bodies, levelling the prince with his meanest sub- 
ject ; yea, even with the beasts. Then flies of all kinds 
and descriptions, so terrible, that for a moment Pharaoh 
forgot his dignity and felt they were too powerful for 
him ; whereupon he gave a restricted permission for 
Israel to go ; but soon he repented. The flies, the hor- 
nets, the wasps, and all their various tnbes were no 
sooner commanded by the great Governor of the world 
to withdraw, than his heart was again hardened, and the 
contest continued. Then were the beasts affected with a 
grievous murrain, the fearful character of which makes 
the most wealthy farmer tremble; while boils and blains 
attacked all indiscriminately, and made the inhabitants of 
the land writhe in agony. Then the elements were let 
loose ; the hail, almost unknown in Egypt, poured down 
in lumps of ice, spreading destruction and terror all 
around ; while tlie bot tYi\m^<&T-\xAx.^ «>\\Qt from the angry 
ski\i8 and performed tVieVr te«iT^\ii tdSssvow. 
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** Locusts next are sent, but they too were unheeded ; 
the plague of darkness filled him with horror,-— it was 
the emblem of his own dark mind, and fearful were 
the hours of continual midnight. But now the contest 
draws to a dose ; one more judgment, and that be- 
yond measure dreadful, is the lot of miserable Egypt, 
and this proud king is at length compelled to submit 
I allude to the death of the first-born. Oh the horrors 
of that awful night ! The destroying angel's mission 
is to visit every house in Egypt, to demand a soul out 
of each ; to cause the cry of mourning, and the shriek 
of agony, to be heard from one end of the land to 
the other, that while Israel is protected by the blood of 
sprinkling the devoted land may become one vast charnel- 
house. From whence came the blood, so precious, so 
scarce, as to be in fact the only, but sure defence of Israel 
in that dread hour ? We are told that Grod commanded 
every Israelite to take a lamb and slay it, and sprinkle its 
blood upon the lintels and door-posts of their respective 
houses ; and he adds, — * And the blood shall be to you 
for a token upon the houses where ye are : and when I 
see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall 
not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt.' (Exod. xii. 13.) 

" How deep, how sublime the hidden meaning of all this ! 
Egypt, the type of the world, persecutes the spiritual 
Israel, the people of God. Though dwelling amongst 
them, they are not of them ; they arc watched over and 
protected by Omnipotence. The whole transaction of this 
Jewish passover was typical of Jesus : St. Paul plainly 
teUs us so, for he says, ' Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us.' (1 Cor. v. 7.) A lamb was the appointed animal 
for Israel under the law : Jesus the Lamb of God is the 
security, the deliverance of all believers under the Chris- 
tian dispensation. Yes, mark the whole and lay it to 
heart, — the great angel of death daily demands his 
number of human souls ; and whither do they go ? Even 
before the judgment-seat of God. Oh ! my dear friends, 
do not speculate upon how many may be saved or how 
many may be lost among them, but consider the mighty 
subject for yourselves. What interest have you in this 
blood of sprinkling ? that is, in the atoning death, the 
dying love, the sufferings of Jesus ? Salvation coii&i&t<& vb. 
our thus accepting the Redeemer in «iXV YiAa ^\iXftfta% \ \tl 
believing that he bore our griefs and caitV^d cs\« ^^xx^'^v 
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(Isa. Ixiii ;) that ' hia blood cleanseth from all sin,' (I John 
i. 7 ;) that he has offered up himself as a full, perfect, suf- 
ficient atonement and satisfaction for sin ; I say, this is sal^ 
vation, this is to have the blood of sprinkling, this is to 
protect us in the hour of death and in the daj of judgment 
The fact of our Lord keeping the passover, so eminently 
a type of himself in his sacrificial character, is very beau- 
tiful. Not one jot or tittle of the Law was to faiL In all 
things he was obedient as a son, and fulfilled whatever 
was written concerning his wonderful mission ; and when 
I tell you two historical circumstances connected with this 
interesting ceremony, you will be led still further to ad- 
mire the goodness of the Most High. The first is, that 
the Jews had a tradition, that when Messiah came, they 
should be redeemed on the same day that they celebrated 
their coming out of Egypt ; and the second is, that thia^ 
unknown to themselves, has literally been the case ; for 
our Divine Lord, the only and true Messiah, who delivers 
them and us from the bondage of sin and Satan, was cm- 
cified the same month, and on the same day of the month; 
for the Israelites went out of Egypt, and Jesus was cruci- 
fied, on the 15th day of the month Nisan, which answers 
to our April. Let us proceed : ' Now when the even 
was come, he sat down with the twelve.' " (Matt. xxvL 20.) 

" Were there many ceremonies observed at this feast. 
Sir ?" said Mr. Hill. 

" Yes," replied Mr. C ; " several ; all of which, 

when understood, enable us to comprehend much of what 
our gracious Lord said and did, for in all things he con- 
formed to the Levitical Law. As we continue our in- 
teresting subject, I will show you the correctness of this 
observation. The verse I have just read says, * that 
when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve.* ** 

" Then Judas was there," said Hyford. ** I thought 
he was making his infamous bargain." 

" He had done that, and returned," answered Mr. C ; 

" therefore, to elude all suspicion, he mingled with the 
rest, and partook of the solemn feast. At even they 
assembled. In our Lord's time, the members of a family, 
not less than ten, met together in the evening. (See 
Exod. xii. 3, 4, 6, 8.) And when they had washed their 
hands and feet, they reclined round the table. Formerly 
they used to eat it standing, according to Exod. xii. 11. 
A cup of wine, mixed w\t\i w^iXet, ^«a ^x^'s^atedto each 
person, with a blessing ptowowue^ \v^w \\.. 'W^fc^3ssB^ 
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unlearened breads and bitter herbs, were then placed on 
the table, and the master or head of the family assembled, 
distribated pieces to each, until all the lamb was eaten, 
conformably to Exod. xii. 10, for every one present was 
obliged to take some. This was called the first course, 
which was followed by their washing their feet, and again 
seating themselves at the table, when the bitter herb^ as 
well as a thick saace, made of bruised palm branches and 
berries, or raisins mixed with vinegar, was given, accom- 
panied by another cup of wine, and this constituted the 
second course." 

" What could this course signify, Mr. C ?" said 

Mrs. Basil ; ** no doubt it bore some allusion to the his- 
tory of this wonderful people." 

** Yes," replied Mr. C— — y " it was called * haroseth,* 
and was said to represent the tempered day used by their 
forefathers in making their bricks when in Egypt. It 
was compounded of materials bitter and sweet, emblems 
both of trials and mercies. By thus considering the cere- 
monies used at this feast, and which we gain from history, 
we are able much more satisfactorily to follow our Lord, 
and understand better the various occurrences that are 
mentioned by the Evangelists, each of whom mentions 
something dilTerent May the Spirit assist us in dwelling 
upon each particular, that by faith we may realize Jesus, 
our passover, and behold the great, the mighty work of 
redemption shadowed forth from the beginning of the 
Bible to the end, and every part of the Jewish service 
pointing to the Lamb of God who died on Calvary. 

" When our Lord had seated himself at the table, he 
said to the disciples, * With desire I have desired to eat 
this passover with you before I sufier.' Think upon 
these words ; he loved his disciples, and in them his re- 
deemed ones, for they were the representatives of his 
body, the church, ' the hundred forty and four thousand,' 
' the multitude that no man can number ;' he loved them ; 
he felt that he was leaving them personally, though 
spiritually he would be with them alway, even to the end 
of the world. He desired, therefore, first to commemorate 
the passover, and then to establish an ordinance more suited 
to his Gospel kingdom, and of which the Jewish feast 
wais a beautiful type. I had intended entering upon tho 
subject of the Iiord's Supper to-day, but by wi ^wssk% 
I BbouJd destroy the course of t\ie n«i.Tt%X\Nei,'w\i\OcL^«s^ 
desirous to avoid ; I purpose, tlierefore, ^xjX^l e.wv«AK^vo>^ 
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it the next time we meet $ and now I wish to call your 
attention to the ceremony that occurred at the conclusion 
of the first course of the Paschal Supper. If you recol- 
lect, I told you that when the lamb was finished, the party 
assembled again washed their feet. Our divine Lord, 
however, instead of permitting them to do so, presented 
himself for the performance of this menial office ; and here 
we must give the pages of the beloved John, who alone has 
recorded this wonderful act of humiliation and abasement 
•* * Now before the feast of the passover,* (that is, after 
the first course was finished, and the second going to 
begin,) * when Jesus knew that his hour was come that 
he should depart out of this world unto the Father, having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved them 
unto the end.' (John xiii. 1.) I cannot pass these words 
unnoticed ; they comprehend those astonishing truths that 
the very angels desire to look into, that glorious theme be- 
gun by John in Patmos, and which is his unwearying song 
now in the realms of bliss. * Unto him that lov^ us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father ; to 
him bo glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.- 
(Rev. i. 5, 6.) The hour for the completion of man's 
redemption was arrived : for this end he was borui and 
for this cause he came into the world ; therefore by his 
words and actions he proved his unchanging love to those 
whom he had called and chosen ; * having loved his own 
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end.' 
Mark these words, and draw the comfort from them they 
are so calculated to produce. Search your hearts, dear 
friends, and see if you love Jesus. Yes, you say, I do^ 
but not as I ought or desire. Very true, but you love 
him, hecaU'^e he first loved you ; this alone, even bis lore^ 
is the cause why you are not following the multitude to 
do evil — why you see sin to be hateful — why you desire 
to be daily more and more holy — ^why you are longing to 
have his image reflected in your heart. His love chose 
you, purchased you by his blood, subdued you by his 
spirit, and having thus drawn you to himself, will carry 
you on until you enter his kingdom of glory. * And 
supper being ended, the devil having now put into the 
heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him ; 
Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into 
bis hands, and that be was ciom^ ^xooi Cjq^^ «sA h«^\!A. to 
God; he riseth from ftuppeT,«Av^\8:\^«fi^\^\v\^%w\xifcTj^:b\ 
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and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he 
poureth water into a basin, and began to wash the dis- 
ciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith 
he was girded/ (Verses 2 to 5.) Observe each portion of 
these verses, and let jour minds dwell upon our Redeemer 
in the attitude of washing these poor fishermen's feet; 
Yea, even at the very moment when he was fully sensi-* 
ble that all things relating to his mediatorial kingdom 
were given by the Almighty Father into his hands — 
when his * dominion that should never be destroyed ^ 
was even then established — ^when *he who was in the 
form of God, and thought it not robbery to be equal with 
Grod,' abased himself as a slave, and taught us a lesson in 
humility I trust we may never forget, — I say, in that hour 
he laid aside majesty, power, and glory, and on his bended 
knees washed the feet of his apostles. He came to Peter. 
Conscious of his sinfulness, of the immense distance be* 
tween his gracious Lord and himself, he exclaimed with 
his accustomed energy and rashness, * Lord, dost thou 
wash my feet ?' He knew not what he said : had Jesus 
taken him at his word, and went on to the next, it would 
truly have been sad for Peter. His gracious Lord was 
not displeased : he knew the inmost recesses of the hearts 
of all, and he also knew his disciple's refusal arose from 
astonishment and regret at seeing him thus humble himself. 
He therefore gently replied, ' What I do thou knowest 
not now ; but thou shalt know hereafter.' (Verse 7.) These 
words have been the comfort of God's afflicted children 
ever since they were pronounced. One of their truest 
distinctions is, that they are willing to go whithersoever 
he leadeth — their road may be dark, their path rough, 
their comforts few, and they stop and cry, * Whither art 
thou taking me ?' * Fear not,' is his reply; * what I do 
thou knowest not now, but thou shalt know hereafter ; 
trust to my guidance ; it is true I am leading thee by a 
path unknown to thee, and briers and thorns beset thee — 
even trials and sorrows ; but I have said, " I will never 
leave thee nor forsake thee," and my word is true ; " there- 
fore, when thou passest through the waters, I will be with 
thee ; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow 
thee : when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not 
be burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 
For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy Ona q€ Isst^^ 
thj Saviour/" (Isa. xliii. 2, 3.) 'W^ievi o\a v^^^"?^^ 
here is ended, and we are entered into li)a»X x^^'^ ^\stf^ 
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I humbly hope will be onr portion, through him who has 
loved usy and given himself for U9» oh, how delightful 
it will be to review the past, and see all the way whereby 
our Lord has led us. Then we shall understand why that 
loved iriend was suddenly taken from us ; why this dear 
child suffered years of lingering pain ; why troubles 
marked our path, while others comparatively were per- 
mitted to enjoy blessings innumerable ; why tears were 
our portion, and cares surrounded us from which many of 
our acquaintance seemed exempt ; and, my dear friendfi, 
we shaU behold Love engraven in living characters upon 
alL Jesus led us, and we shall glorify him by praisiog 
his guidance as the safest and the best But let us not imi- 
tate Peter. Though his dear Lord condescended to reason 
with him, it availed nothing : he became still more positive 
— * Thou shalt never wash my feet.* * Then,' says Jesus 
calmly, but decidedly, ' if I wash thee not, thou hast no 
part with me.' (Verse 8.) How fearfully true I Unless 
washed in the fountain of his blood, which has been issued 
for sin and uncleanness, we have no part in Christ He 
alone can cleanse us by his Spirit, and fit us for glory : 
he must purify our vile natures, for none besides can, 
If we are not partakers of his precious merits and finished 
righteousness, his Holy Spirit and heavenly grace, we 
have no part or lot in him, and consequently yre lose that 
salvation, that eternal life, that he only can bestow. 

*' Being thus made sensible of your real position, me- 
thinks I hear you all exclaim with Peter, * Lord, not my 
feet only, but also my hands and my head.' (Verse 9.) 
To this Jesus replied, ' He that is washed needeth not 
save to wash his feet' The feet — the emblem of our 
actions, which those who are indeed the disciples of Christ 
seek to have cleansed by the blood of their Lord ; they 
feel that daily sins have need of daily pardon ; and to 
this end they search their hearts, and examine their ways ; 
that with sins truly abhorred and repented of, they might 
seek the foot of the cross, and leave them there, pleading 
the promises made to believing penitents, and crucifying 
the fiesh with the affections and lusts. This, my dear 

friends," added Mr. C y " is the meaning of your feet 

being washed by Jesus. May you experimentally under- 
stand it, and may you be pronounced fair and spotless by 
your Redeemer and your God." 
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** I COULD not complete our chapter when last we met," 

observed Mr. C 9 *' it contained too much that wis 

deeply interesting and inatmctiye to alL I recorded some 
of the last passages in our Redeemer's earthly pilgrimage, 
and every portion demands attention. We dwelt upon tiie 
ceremonies connected with the last paschal supper. Whe- 
ther he actually partook of it^ or not, is a matter of differ- 
ence between Tarious learned writers, and with which yoa 
and I," added he, with a smiky ** have nothing to do ; all 
I care for is, the exhibition of the various precious dream- 
stances accompanying that feast, which are the refreshment 
and comfort of his people now, and will continue the same 
unto the end of time. 

« We concluded," continued the pastor, ** with the lessoa 
we are to derive from the history of Jesus washing his 
disciples' feet, and his telling them plainly that one of them 
was a traitor; for he declared, though he had washed them 
himself, still aU were not dean ; and then he proceeds to 
say — < I speak not of you all : I know whom I have chosen : 
but that the scripture may be fulfilled. He that eateth 
bread with me hath lifted up his bed against me.' (John 
xiii. 18 ; Psalm xlL 9.) Look at the unkindness here men- 
tioned : the creature tiiat partook of his bounty, his kind- 
ness, his friendship, was to turn against him ; like a sulky, 
ill-tempered brute, which, though daily fed and attended, 
will turn even without provocation, and kick the bestower 

of all his comforts. Oh ! I wish," continued Mr. C « 

with a deep sigh, " that while the ingratitude of Judas is 
left upon record, it ended there. Alas ! we meet with his 
likeness every day. Look around you, and behold the par- 
takers of the Creator's bounties : * He openeth his hand, 
and fiUeth all things Aivmgw\>iXi^e.Ti\Aws&^^ ^xid where 
18 the gratitude, the love, tViat. ft\iQ>\j\di\ife ^-s^ii Va. \essii»>. 
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No man praises him as he deserves : a few acknowledge 
him as the Author and Giver of their hlessings ; but thou- 
sands eat his bread, and partake of his bounties, and say, 
' My power and my industry have procured me this^ and 
I have none to thank but myself.' " 

" Dear Sir," said Hyford, ** only you have often told me 
you knew itothing about me in former years, I should 
really have fancied you kept a spy in my house to give you 
an account of all my words and actions : what you have 
just said I have repeated many times ; vain fool that I -was, 
when I have hung over a gate, looking at a fine piece of 
grain just coming into ear, how often I have said to myself, 
* Well, this crop looks well ; it does me credit ; I worked 
it just at the right season, and it beats all my neighbours ; 
it will pay well, I expect ; there is nothing like catching 
the right time ; Industry was a fine master for my good old 
father to apprentice me to.' Thus you see, Sir, Industry 
and myself were my idols, but He who alone gives us 
fruitful seasons, and the increase of our com, was never so 
much as thought of. Truly I feel that I was one of those 
who lift up the heel against him." 

*' You are quite right," said Mr. C , " and have well 

expressed my meaning ; I could ^o show you many other 
ways wherein man's ingratitude exhibits itself, but in none 
more than in the nominal Christian, the apparent, outward 
professor, who takes the Scriptures in his hand, but pays 
no attention to their precepts in his life and conduct 
Such a one says, * Lord, Lord,' but nothing more. The 
day will come when he shall discover to his cost that he is 
a stranger and an outcast. It was in order to strengthen 
the drooping faith of his disciples, that their gracious 
Master told them of his approaching death ; that when that 
mournful event should occur, with all its attendant sorrows, 
they might believe. * When Jesus had thus said, he was 
troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.' (Verse 
21.) What must have been the feelings of the traitor 
when he heard his injured Master pronounce these dreadful 
words! Sorrow and dismay struck every heart; none 
doubted the fact, and each cried out in agony, ^ Lord, is it 
I ? ' No reply being given at first, Peter beckoned to the 
beloved John, that he should ask who it should be of whom 
he spake ; and he said, * Lord, who la itV ^'^^SxS&J ^w^ 
Jesus, * to whom I shall give a sop, wYkeu \ \l%n^ ^ia;:^'^^^^ 
it' (John xuL 26.) • The Sou oi masi ^oO^dl ^ ^s. Ss* 
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written of him : but woe unto that man by whom the Son of 
man is betrayed ! it had been good for that man if he had 
not been born.* (Matt. xxvi. 24.) Unhappy, miserable 
Judas, thus to hear the Judge of idl the earth pronounce 
his doom! Oh, what must have been his feelings! yet, 
urged on, no doubt, by his vile seducer, and led still to 
hope he was not quite discovered, he turned and said, 
' Master, is it I ? Jesus said unto him, Thou hast said.* 
(Matt. xxvi. 25.) And accompanying the words with the 
promised action, he dipped the bit of bread in the sauce 
I mentioned to you last week, and gave it to him. Turn 
now to St. John, and you will find that having received the 
sop, Judas immediately went out : and it was night (John 
xiii. 30.) Some commentators think, that just before the 
traitor left them, our Lord began the institution of his 
Supper, and that he partook of the bread, but not of the 
wine. Perhaps so; it is not worth our dwelling upon; 
I would prefer hastening onwards, and imagining the little 
company purified of the presence of the man whom they 
must have looked upon with detestation and horror. The 
ceremonies connected with the feast continued : * And as 
they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; 
this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, Urink ye all of it ; for this is 
my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for 
the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not 
drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdouL* 
(Matt. xxvi. 26 — 29.) This passage you are well acquainted 
with, as far as the words go, but my desire is, to make yea 
really undeistand it, and, through divine grace, teach you 
the true and spiritual meaning of the Holy Commu- 
nion. 

" Now, Sir,*' said Hyford, '* that is just what I want ; 
I feel I do not ''know the right meaning of that ordinance. 
I go now-a-days regularly to the sacrament, as you can 
testify, Sir ; but I do not sufficiently comprehend the 
blessings belonging to it. In short, Sir, I am puzzled ; and 
I am not singular, I can tell you, for very few persons 
know the exact signification of it ; and while parsons con- 
tinually in their sermons tell us to attend, few teach us any 
thing about it except that it is a means of grace ; but how ? 
— I want to know." 

'^ Then," replied Mr. C , "Vt \% >aci\:ti m-^ ^xv^^^arj. 
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and happiness to endeavour to explain it Our divine 
JLordy as you have akeady learnt, had arrived at Jerusaleip : 
the hour of his sufferings drew nigh ; that awful moment 
when the pouring out of his innocent blood, and endurance 
of the bitterest agonies, was to make an atonement for the 
sins of man. You have beheld him partake of a certain 
part of the Passover supper with his disciples, and I have 
just read to you the circumstance of his breaking some of 
the bread that was before him, and giving it to those who 
sat with him, telling them that it was his body, or rather, 
an emblem or symbol of his body broken or wounded for 
their sakes ; whUe the wine contained in the cup was also 
a type of the precious blood he was going to offer on 
Calvary as a satisfaction for the broken law of God ; for 
that law declared that blood was the penalty it demanded. 
If any of its commands were broken, the blood of a sacrifice 
must flow, * for without shedding of blood there is no remis- 
sion;' the blood of bulls and of goats continually poured 
^m the altar of burnt-offering ; the Lamb bled night and 
morning : but all in vain. It was not possible for rivers of 
blood to purify even one guilty soul ; a greater and more 
perfect sacrifice was required ; and in the person of Jesus, 
the second in the adorable Trinity, we behold the sinner's 
friend and the mighty vindicator of the holiness of the law. 
In the gospel before us, Jesus is merely represented as 
giving the bread and wine to his disciples, showing at the 
same time their spiritual meaning, but in St. Luke he adds, 
* This do in remembrance of me.' (Chap. xxii. 19.) And 
St. Paul, when commenting upon the transaction, further- 
more says, * As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.' (1 Cor. xi. 26.) 
I have now simply laid before you the outline of the 
history. May God enable me so to speak of it, as may 
render it profitable, and give you a right view and under- 
standing of this beautiful and affecting ordinance I 

*'You have, no doubt, all of you been called to the 
death-bed of some beloved friend or relative. Tou recol- 
lect every wish that was expressed; and you could not 
feel satisfied until you had performed, with the minutest 
accuracy, his dying commands. You loved your friend, 
and hence the cause of the interest he inspired ; for pure 
love ceases not even with life, neith^ can it be easily 
destroyed. You therefore understand me when I bring him 
thus to your remembrance, and you. axe '^Te^^^^ N.^ ^^> 
All bis desire I have performed, and woxA"^ cYift^doSLi V«s^ 



6 NEW TESTAMENT HI8TOBIE8. 

done more had it been reqmred. Now then, listen ; I am 
going to tell you about a very dear friend, ' one who 
sticketh closer to you than a brother/ and loves with an 
affection that never diminishes. This friend is Jesus. He 
had his little family of apostles round him, but they also 
represented all his redeemed. He was going to leave 
them ; he was returning to the throne of glory he had 
quitted for thirty-three years of mournful pilgrimage with 
his guilty creatures, but he loved them : the bond that had 
subsisted between them was firm &nd strong; 'he loved 
his own that were in the world, and he loved them unto the 
end.' Nothing could destroy that love ; it began in eter- 
nity, it was based on his own divine attributes, and there- 
fore could not be diminished. To prove this, he partook of 
the paschal lamb : it was, as I told you before, an emblem 
of his sufferings ; he desired to eat of it, for it was the 
sacrifice whose blood preserved his people from the sword 
of the avenger ; but observe, it is not of this that we are to 
partake. Ours is a feast ; the * festival that follows the 
sacrifice * we are invited to ; hence the igpiorance and foUy 
of those who talk of the sacrifice of the mass. They know 
nothing of the end of the institution, which was not only to 
remind us of, but to convey to us all the blessings that our 
adorable Redeemer, by his once offering of himself, bestowed; 
it was to teach us that our spiritual life depends upon him 
who died for us, as much as our bodily strength depends 
upon daily food ; for in this sense ' his flesh is meat indeed, 
and his blood is drink indeed.* (John vi. 55.) You eat the 
bread, and drink the wine ; this is the outward act ; this he 
commands you to do ; but you are not to rest in this, but 
in the word and promise of God.'* 

" Sir," interrupted Hyford, who had listened with the 
most undivided attention, ** so far is quite plain ; but what 
does God promise us when we receive the Holy Sacra- 
ment ? " 

" He promises,** replied Mr. C , " to give the assist- 
ance of his Holy Spirit, which enables the believer to feed 
on Christ in his heart by faith. When a man whose mind 
is enlightened by God's grace approaches the table of his 
Lord, he remembers the deep, infinite, wonderful love, 
which induced the gracious Saviour to offer up his sacred 
body and pour out his blood as an atonement for his sins. 
He does not go there to be pardoned, but because he is par- 
doned. He enjoys commMuioii V\\)ft. >qaa d^-ax Redeemer ; 
yea, with the blessed Tntvity, t\it ^\erD»JL Tm^^\ hojCo.^^ 
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Father, for having looked upon him in mercy and subdued 
his rebellious heart ; with the Son, for his healing blood ; 
with the divine Spirit, for causing * the bread which he 
breaks to be the communion of the body of Christ, and the 
wine which he drinks, the communion of the blood of 
Christ' (1 Cor, x. 16,) In the true and beautiful words of 
our Church service, * the believer dwells in Christ, and 
Christ in him; he is one with Christ, and Christ with 
him ;' he draws near with faith, and in the bread and wine 
beholds the pledges of his Saviour's love, for it was the same 
simple food he gave to his disciples in that night wherein 
he was betrayed, and told them to do this; that is, to eat 
and drink in remembrance of him. 

. " Have you, my friends," said Mr. C , addressing 

himself particularly to the farmers, ** dwelt upon the words 
pronounced when you have the bread and wine given you } 
' The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for 
thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life. 
Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, 
and feed on him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving.' 
Again : * The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
shed for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting 
life. Drink this in remembrance that Christ's blood was 
shed for thee, and be thankful.' There is the sum of the 
gospel ; the blessed terms whereby you are to be saved. 
The body of Jesus was scourged and torn and crucified for 
you; honour him therefore by believing in him with all 
your heart, give yourself to him as his happy, willing, 
devoted servant, and may joy and praise in believing be 
your constant portion ! Then, indeed, you will know by 
experience what it is to feed on him in your heart by faith, 
and to meditate upon that love which even refused not to 
shed his blood that you might wash therein and be 
clean." 

" Well, Sir," said Mr. Smith, *' you have certainly given 
me a very different view of the Lord's Supper to what 1 had 
before. I wish my poor old mother could hear it; she 
thinks the sacrament is a passport to heaven." 

" So do many others," replied Mr. C , "but from the 

simple statement I have made, I trust you now understand 
its real import. It is a feast of love, wherein the believer 
communes with his Lord ; it is a means of grace ; spiri- 
tually Jesus is present, and as the soul pours out its w«xvta^^ 
its desires before him, he hears tliose pxa.'^et^^ VJao%^ \w!i^\v'^ 
after boliaess, and fulfils his woid -wYiicVl «k^%^ * TVjkfcx^^oxfe 
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with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.' 
(Isaiah xiL 3.)" 

" How I rejoice, Mr. C ,** said Mr. Laurence^ " thus 

to hear you define this beautifdl ceremony ! Oh, I wish 
its real nature and character were more plainly enforced; 
for how few truly comprehend it ! You know I have been 
rather a wanderer in my time ; and I recoUect many years 
ago residing for some time in a small country village on 
the borders of Oxfordshire. The people were poor and 
ignorant, and he who was appointed their spiritual guide, 
taught them to the best of his ability, but, alas ! not 
according to the gospel of Christ. He prided >iimiM>lf^ 
amongst other things, upon the number of his communi- 
cants ; and seeing so many more attend the Lord's table 
than are usually to be found among country congregations, 
I was rather perplexed. There dwelt in the village an old 
woman who had once seen better days ; she not only was 
far superior to those around her, but she was, I firmly 
believe, a sincerely pious person, one who wished to live 
and act consistenUy, and who understood indeed the value 
of divine ordinances. To her I mentioned my doubts as to 
the people who crowded the Communion table, having no 
idea of why they went there. She smiled and said, * Oh, 
Sir, they go for the blankets ! ' * The blankets ! ' I said, in 
amazement, ' what do you mean ?' ' Sir,' she said, * it is 

a fearful thing, but so it is ; Mr W will only give coal 

and blankets at Christmas to those who are regular at the 
Communion. They attend constantly on that account; 
I have talked to many of them, and they know nothing 
whatever of its real meaning ; they have told me it is a fine 
thing to go, because they will be sure of heaven when they 
die, and in the mean time, the parson takes care of their 
bodies. But oh. Sir ! ' added the old woman, * how they 
are deceiving themselves and being deceived, for they are 
as worldly and as spiteful to each other, and as ill-tempered 
and as jealous after they have been to the sacrament as 
before, and I often think it is very dreadful.' 

'* I well remember this circumstance," added Mr. Lau- 
rence, '^ and I often think of the old woman's conversation 
when I see persons that I know are quite ignorant of the 
nature of the ordinance appear to partake of it. For such, 
1 feel, we ought indeed to pray in our Redeemer's dying 
words, — • Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.' Mind, 1 do not wish them to stay away, but 
1 do wish they were better taught, and that the frequent 
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invitations we hear from the pulpit to approach the Lord's 
table were always accompanied by clear, simple, spiritual 
instructions as to the nature of the ordinance. 

** You are very right. Sir," said Mr, C , " and I deeply 

feel my own responsibility in this matter. I look upon the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper as a beautiful memorial of 
his dying love ; it is so simple, so devoid of all vain cere- 
monies — ^it is a service held in remembrance of our gracious 
Saviour, and when his people draw near the table to 
partake of it, it should be in love. As members of the 
same family, they should unite in prayer and praise ; all 
differences should cease, all unkindly feelings should be 
forgiven, all jealousies should be banished. Our dear 
Lord did not give himself as a ransom for only a portion of 
his creatures ; had he done so, the Jews would have been 
his object, and we, poor Gentile sinners, would have been 
excluded. But no ; * he died for all, that they who* live 
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him 
who died for them.' (2 Cor. v. 15.) I do not understand 
the heart-burnings and sectarian disputes between various 
denominations of Christians," added Mr. C- with a 

smile ; " my Saviour died for my dissenting brother as well 
as for me, and if he sees fit to prefer an extemporary prayer 
to a form, or interpret certain texts differently to myself, that 
is no reason why I should regard him with dislike or suspi- 
cion. I feel that in a few more years these distinctions 
will completely end, and with one heart and one voice we 
shall adore redeeming love ; for each and uU have been 
wrapped in the robe of the Saviour's righteousness, and all 
have been partakers of the same life-giving faith. There 
is no virtue in the bit of bread which we eat, nor in the 
drop of wine we take ; but we come to feed on Christ in our 
hearts by faith, and to partake of all the blessings his blood 
purchased for us, even pardon and reconciliation to our 
justly offended Father and God, grace to enable us to live 
and act consistently, and encouragement to press onward for 
the attainment of the prize of our high calling which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord." 

" The Catechism says, Sir," said Hyford, ** that we should 
prepare ourselves for the receiving of the sacrament: it 
seems to me that according to what you say we should 
always be in a fit state for it ; please to say a word about this." 

" Willingly," replied his pastor. " In our Church Cate- 
chism the question is asked, * What is required of them who 
come to the Lord's Supper ? * The acva-wet \a^^ T^ ^^^axK\s\^ 
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themselves, whether they repent them truly of their former 
tins, stedfkstly purposing to lead a new life; have a lively faith 
in God's mercy through Christ, with a thankful remembrance 
of his. death ; and be in charity with all men.' Here are 
three distinct parts ; repentance, faith, and love or charity. 
I have before shown you the true gospel meaning of repent- 
anice, viz. a change of mind; for conversion and tnie 
repentance accompany each other. When God by his grace 
converts one of his creatures, he gives him repentance, faith, 
and love, and every other precious fruit of the Spirit He 
sets them in his heart and nourishes and watches over them 
as tender plants, placed in an ungenial toil, requiring 
daily, constant culture. By his watchful providence they 
grow and produce fruit, and when the divine Husband- 
man sees fit, he transplants the being he has thus favoured 
into his own glorious garden above, where he himself is 
known as ' The Rose of Sharon.' (Cant ii. 1 .) Where 
there is true repentance, it is accompanied by faith, whereby 
we receive Christ as he is revealed in his various characters 
in the gospel. True faith comes from God ; it is the fruit 
of the Holy Spirit, and influences the will, causing us to 
accept of the finished work of Jesus as made known to 
us in the gospel, and depending upon him alone for salva- 
tion. Repentance, therefore, lays hold of faith, and both 
of charity. Christians love one another with pure hearts, 
fervently ; they show their love to their dear Lord by their 
love to each other. Hear what Jesus himself says, — ' By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another/ (John xiii. 35.) My dear friends, 
the daily life of the child of God should consist in repent- 
ance, faith, and holiness ; live every day as if it was your 
last day ; every night examine how it stands between God 
and your souls. * So teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.' (Psalm xc. 12.) Yet, 
live dedly for eternity, and then you will be always ready 
prepared for uniting at your dear Lord's table here below, 
and equally ready to obey his summons when he commands 
you to leave your tabernacle of flesh, and enter his imme- 
diate presence above ; in short, whether you live you will 
live unto the Lord, and whether you die you will die unto 
the Lord ; living or dying you will be his. This is the 
true Christian life ; it is immortality already begun. The 
orc/inances of baptism, ptocYet, the Bible, the sabbath, the 
Communion, are all moat pxecYow?.. \ ^*^ wj ^Xka Hi<«d 
upon each before we \ea.ve t\i\a p^wX. cA ci\a w^^^^x^. 
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« Baptism is a sign of admission into God's visible 
Churchy but nothing more ; it is not regeneration, and has 
nothing to do with what is exclusively the work of God 
the Holy. Spirit Prayer is the ' Christian's vital breath.' 
He cannot exist without it ; he lives under his Father's 
eye, and in dependence on his care ; he carries all his 
wants, his anxieties, his sorrows, his trials, his temptations, 
to the foot of the throne, and finds the comfort of it. It 
is the sweet confiding intercourse of parent and child, for 
the believer feels he is accepted in the Beloved, and he asks 
all in the name of Jesus, who is his friend and advocate 
above. The Bible is God's own word, the revelation of his 
will, his declaration of himself : but remember to pray for 
the Holy Spirit to assist and accompany you in the reading 
of it ; for otherwise it will be as a sealed book, and its 
divine truths unintelligible. The sabbath too is precious ; 
it was given to Adam in Paradise, it is a type of the great 
and eternal sabbath, which, ere long, will begin on earth, 
and continue throughout eternity. The word signifies 
' rest.' When first it was ordained, it was in memory of the 
completion of the works of creation ; now there is added 
the remembrance of the finished work of redemption. It 
is a time set apart for spiritual fellowship with God our 
reconciled Father, through the mediation of the Son and 
assistance of the Spirit The world falls back into its 
proper place; the Christian endeavours to shake off its 
perplexities for that precious time, and he calls it ' the 
holy of the Lord, honourable.' " 

"Well, Sir," said Hyford, "the time was, that I thought 
I had religiously kept the sabbath if I went to church ; 
the rest of the day was spent by me and my family in 
visiting and idleness, and we were all as ready to go early 
to bed, as we were to be late in the morning getting up. 
Oh, Sir! I often think how our mis-spent sabbaths will 
rise against us hereafter." 

" Yes," replied Mr. C , " people are little sensible of 

their sin and folly in trifling with their sabbath hours, and 
it is not until the Lord the Spirit changes the heart that 
they are appreciated as they ought to be. We must now 
return to our subject, for I wish you to observe the duration 
of the observance of the Lord's Supper. St Paul tells 
us, * that thereby, as often as we eat that bread and drink 
that cup, we shew forth our Lord's death till he come.' 
(1 Cor. xi. 26.) 'Till he come: ^VViat «i ao\^mxv >i>ctfsvv.^\.\ 
and bow instantly the mind fties onwwc^ X» ^"^^ tss\.^dX^ 
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subject I entered upon a short time since, — ^namely, the 
second advent of our divine Redeemer. Till that time 
arrives, we do show forth his death, which is our life, for 
because he died, we, believing in him, shall live, live for 
ever. And thus we are to proceed, one generation after 
another, till he come ; then the end of the ordinance will 
be answered, for he shall have seen of the travail of his 
soul and be satisfied ; he shall behold the countless multi- 
tudes his blood redeemed ; he shall rejoice for ever over the 
perfections of his bride. 

'* If ye then are risen with Christ, setting your affections 
on things above, not on things on the earth, be constant 
attendants at your Master's table : it was his dying com- 
mand ; what excuse can you then make for neglecting it ? 
He promised to meet you there ; can you love him, and 
yet care not whether you attend upon him or not ? Oh ! 
may what I have said give you, my humble Mends, a more 
enlarged view of this beautifiil, yet often mbtaken ordi- 
nance, and, believe me, that the more you meditate upon 
his dying love, the more lively will be your faith, and the 
more you will desire to know and enjoy him by sight But 
before we part, I would again urge upon you to beware of 
putting the sign for the reality. It is a sad mistake; 
God the Saviour has given us this ordinance as a means 
to make our cold, silly, worldly hearts draw nigh to him , 
to remember him, to think upon all he did, and taught, and 
suffered, out of pure love to us his creatures, but not to he 
his substitute, and rob him of the glory that is his alone. 
He is the true fountain of grace; from him proceeds 
every good and spiritual gift ; and therefore to imagine 
that baptism, or the Lord's supper, or any other ordinance 
could impart that life-giving principle which God alone can 
bestow, is both sinful and ignorant, and totally contrary to 
the Bible, which plainly declares, that * every good and 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh from the Father 
of lights, with whom there is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning,' 

*' Think upon what I have said on this important suh- 

ject," added Mr. C , ** and may God the Holy Spirit 

grant you his especial blessing. Amen." 
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A SOLEMN and mournful expression was visible over 
the usually bright countenance of the pastor as he joined 
his assembled party; he placed a beautiful print before 
him, and, pointing to it, pronounced the word '' Gethse- 
mane ! " " Yes," he continued, " it is into that garden we 
are now called to follow our Lord, and may the contempla- 
tion of all he suffered and endured there fill our hearts 
with a still greater abhorrence of sin, and a more ardent 
love to the divine Redeemer. When the little assembly of 
the Disciples had been relieved of the presence of the 
hateful Judas, who left them for the purpose of executing 
his iniquitous intentions, Jesus exclaimed, * Now is the 
Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in 'him.' The 
beginning of his sufierings was at hand ; the mighty cause 
wherefore he was bom as an infant of days had arrived, 
and he would be glorified ; that body he would devote to 
death, but raise it again by his own mighty power, and in 
it enter the heavenly mansions, leading captivity captive, 
spoiling principalities and powers, and crushing for ever 
Satan, death, and helL This is our subject for to-day ; 
may* we find a blessing attend it, and not enter Hghtly 
upon a portion of sacred history so infinitely holy and 
astonishing, that I am convinced the very angels think 
upon it with awe and amazement. But before we tread 
the hallowed ground, we must hastily glance at the circum- 
stances recorded after the completion of the Paschal Sap- 
per. You recollect that it was then the Saviour appointed 
the Communion, as a memorial of his love ; and com- 
manded it to be observed in his Church as long as the 
present dispensation continued, that is, until he comes 
again. He then proceeded to enforce the attribute so 
peculiarly his own — ^namely, love. He commands them 
to love one another, and a.dd«, *^y ^\^ ^'sjSJl ^ men 
know that ye are my d\sc\p\^»> \^ y^ Vw^ Vss^ ^x^^ \si 
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another/ (John xiiL 35.) Here is the proof : do we love 
each other, as followers of the same blessed Master ? 
Oh ! let us put away all low, unworthy, sectarian distinc- 
tions, which are beneath the notice of Christians, and let 
it once again be said of us, as of the believers of old, 
'Behold how these Christians love one another!' Can 
we trace the love of Jesus ? No, it is far too mighty 
a theme for human nature. Man cannot comprehend it 
while in his fallen state : it has no limits — ^no bounds ; it 
began in eternity ; before the world was formed the infi- 
nite love of God was displayed ; and when Adam sinned 
it manifested itself on earth ; from that hour to the pre- 
sent it has never failed, but has fiowed on in one great and 
mighty stream, pouring its precious infiuences into the 
hearts of his creatures, and bestowing blessings upon them 
in every way whereof they stand in need. And this love 
of God to his children is again reflected in them to each 
other — * By this shall all men know that ye are my disci- 
ples ;' so contrary to the conduct of the heathen — so utterly 
at variance with the unconverted heart. 

" Anger, wrath, strife, debate, and a long, fearful list, 
comprise the works of the natural man ; they are the in- 
digenous offspring of the human heart in its unconverted 
state, (Gal. v. 19 — ^21,) and unless subdued by the power 
of the Spirit attain a fearful height. * Whence come 
wars and fightings among you ?' asks the Apostle James, 
(chap. iv. 1 ;) * come they not hence, even of your lusts that 
war in your members ?' They are the cause of murder 
and war, and all their attendant horrors ; and while w^ 
behold the same tempers in the brute creation, we need 
be humbled to the dust to find the same hateful passions 
dwelling in our own bosoms. But when the Lord the 
Spirit enters, he substitutes for these his own precious 
gentle graces, and love, joy and peace, with gentleness, 
kindness and long-suffering, obtain the ascendancy. Not 
that the old tempers and feelings are rooted out and de- 
stroyed : alas ! no ; they still are part and parcel of the 
eld nature, which we cannot get rid of until we lay down 
our bodies in the grave ; they are subdued, kept under* 
but no further." 

*• Now, sir," said Hyford, interrupting Mr. C 

rather abruptly, " now I understand something of my own 
feelings, which have long perplexed me. 1 ^ybJkv \ft ^<i 
right, then there 18 a contrary wish, trying \.o "^t^n^oXts^r.. 
Now, the other day my boy Dick waa \^rj YCONOiKfl^x^'sife 
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did not understand me, I suppose, but he did the exact 
contrary to what I bade him. I felt very angry ; two years 
ago I would have struck him, and I was ready to do it 
now, but something whispered to me, * Doest thou well to 
be angry?' ' Yes,' I manfully replied. * Think again upon 
it.* Well, sir, while I was thinking the poor boy came 
to me, looking so sorry : he begged me to forgive him. 

* Dick,' I said, ' thou hast vexed me.' I could say nom(H%, 
sir," added the old man, with a trembling vdice ; " my 
conscience told me I was far more to blame than he, for 
he had only mistaken a simple command, but I had sinned 
against God in thus giving way to sinful passion. We 
break God's commands every day, and a hundred times 
a-day, but he showers down blessings and mercies upon 
us notwithstanding all our unworthiness." 

" Very true, my friend," replied Mr. C •. " Oh ! that 

men would watch over their ways, that they might not offend 
as they do continually ; they would be very angry if they 
were told they were not Christians ; and yet, unless they 
cultivate the fruits of holiness, and endeavour to imitate 
the example their Lord has set* them, they are no more 
than sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. The expres- 
sive earnestness wherewith our Lord spake aroused the 
curiosity of the disciples, and Simon Peter said unto 
him, * Lord, whither goest thou ?' Jesus answered him, 

* Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now ; but thou 
shalt follow me afterwards.' Peter said unto Jesos, 

* Lord, why cannot I follow thee now ? I will lay down my 
life for thy sake.' (John xiii. 37, 38.) Alas for Peter, 
how little he knew himself, or the untiring activity of the 
powers of evil ! While he was dwelling in security, con- 
stantly in the presence of his Lord, he was marked hy 
Satan as an object of his malice. What must have 
been his feelings, when he who knew all things, to whom 
the visible and invisible world were alike apparent, said^ 
to him, ' Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to' 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat ?' (Luke xxii. 31.) 
Observe particularly, Satan desired to have him, wished, 
eagerly longed for it, that he might sift him as wheat; 
agitate and trouble him ; toss his mind to and fro with 
doubts, and render him miserable. And, oh ! how often 
is the believer similarly beset; he cries out being 
burdened ; and he feela, Ilka Petw, he is sifted as wheat 

A, war seems to be carried oti 'w\\)daxi — ^^ ^^j^\\MNas!L«^ 
against the Spirit; h& wiskaa t^ do T^^\^\i\iX i^S^^^Rsi- 
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tinuallj ; he goes to God in prayer, in order to find relief 
and assistance, but coldness checks his efforts ; vain 
thoughts arise, and he is filled with shame. Then comes 
Satan with a fresh assault ; and he whispers, ' What is the 
use of praying ?' God will not regard thee : it is mockery 
thus to pray ; but, my hearers, regard him not ; take 
even your wandering prayers to God ; say to him, * In thee, 
O Lordy do I put my trust ; let me not be put to con- 
fusion, but deliver me in thy righteousness.' And, believe 
me, all will be well; never let Satan drive you from 
prayer ; the more he assaults, the more earnestly do you 
pray. Plead the promises ; God has declared the enemy 
shall not prevail against one of his beloved ones; cast 
yourself upon him, and all will be well. Though you know 
it not, the Captain of your salvation, even Jesus Christ, is 
close at hand, to make you conquer : his grace is sufficient 
for you ; and having suffered himself, being tempted, he 
is able to succour those that are tempted. 

'^ Satan desired to have Peter, and he desires to have 
you ; but not an inch can he stir without permission : he 
was allowed to tempt Peter, and to prevail. Why ? In 
order to make him know himself. Peter, we have seen 
throughout our interesting histories, was forward, rash, 
and self-confident : now, he was to be taught by painful 
experience, that his faults were many. His dear Lord 
loved him, therefore he permitted him to be severely 
punished, but only for a season ; he had prayed for him, 
made intercession for him, and though Peter fell all was 
forgiven. 

" We shall not continue this part of the subject now, as 
when the dreadful time arrived, whereof his Lord fore- 
warned him, we shall, I trust, more fully consider it, and 
with the blessing of the Holy Spirit derive the solemn in- 
struction from the event that it is calculated to convey. 
The sad words Jesus had spoken, and the mysterious con- 
duct of Judas, filled the minds of the disciples with inex- 
pressible dismay ; tbey felt that some dreadful event was 
at hand, and their hearts sunk within them. Their gra- 
cious Friend and Teacher, observing all this, proceeded to 
speak to them words of comfort and encouragement ; and 
surely, from the 14th chapter of St. John to the end of the 
17th, when he offered up his beautiful and impressive 
prayer, nothing can surpass the precious ^to\s»afc^^ \Jckfc 
animatiDg hope, the divine warmnga tY^etevTL ^^y^^'*^^* 
Bead those chapters with attention) tVi^sy xes^^X^^sj^a^^** 
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you in all his fulness, as the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life ; (ch. xiv. 6 ;) they show you his onenest with the ever- 
lasting Father; (verses 10, 11 ;) they promise you the 
gracious presence of the eternal Spirit, as the Comforter 
and Spirit of truth, (verses 16, 17.) Having ended all his 
parting injunctions, ^He went forth with his disciples 
over the hrook Cedron, where was a garden, into the which 
he entered and his disciples/ (John xviii. 1.) And that 
garden was Gethsemane 1 You, Mr. Lawrence," con- 
tinued Mr. C , " have been there ; I wish I could say 

I had," he added, with visible emotion. <' I should delight in 
having trod the ground honoured by my Redeemer's feet." 

" Yes," replied Mr. Lawrence, " when I read in the 
Gospels the account of his sufferings for man, I feel my 
mind instantly at the very spot ; for cold indeed must l» 
that heart which has visited Gethsemane, and does not ex- 
perience some emotions of love to him who there agonized, 
that man might find mercy." 

" Sir, please to tell us something about it," said Hyford. 
"And were you really and truly there, sir?" 

" I was," replied Mr. Lawrence. " I visited that hal- 
lowed spot several times ; no place around the holy city 
had so many charms for me as that ; for though I was 
more thoughtless then than now, still I felt an indescrib- 
able awe and pleasure in going there." 

" But are you sure your very feet trod Gethsemane, 
sir ?" said Hyford, earnestly. 

" Yes, my friend, quite sure," replied Mr. Lawrence. 
'* I went over the brook Cedron, at the foot of the Mount 
of Olives, and then I entered this sacred spot. Eight 
enormous olive trees, so old that none can give any account 
of them, prevent mistake." 

" Then do you mean to say they were there in our 
Saviour's time?" said Hyford. 

" Not those very trees," replied Mr. Lawrence, " because 
it is recorded that the Romans, when they besieged the 

city, at the time Mr. C mentioned to you, cut down 

every tree they could find, but they did not root them up ; 
therefore, as it is a well-known fact, that young olive 
trees spring from the stumps of the old ones, it is univer- 
sally believed that these eight venerable trees are the pro- 
duce of those under whose shade sat the gracious Friend of 
man — the wonderful Redeemer. The foliage of the olive 
/sf very dark," continued MT.lao^Tesic.^, '•'' «sv^ «fi»\\.^\^ 
duces strong shadows, ihia may wico\mX.^Qx\X\a ^qk:»\&.\^^ 
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characterises Gethsemane. Every traveller who has been 
there particularlj notices it, and considers it even more 
sad than the adjoining Yallej of J^hoshaphat, though pre- 
eminently the place of tombs, for that has been for ages 
the Jewish cemetery." 

** You have had a description of Gethsemane from one 

who has been there, my friends," resumed Mr. C ; 

" we will now proceed ; and as the different Evangelists 
while telling the same sad tale vary it in some particulars, 
I will endeavour to unite them all. Gethsemane was well 
known to each, for Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with 
his disciples, and there the traitor Judas knew he should 
find him. (John xviii. 2.) All the disciples accompanied 
him ; but presently he said to them, * Sit ye here, while 
I go and pray yonder. And he took with him Peter, and 
the two sons of Zebedee, (James and John,) and began to 
be sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he unto them. 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death ; tarry 
ye here, and watch with me.' (Matt xxvi. 38.) *Pray 
that ye enter not into temptation.' (Luke xxii. 40.) Often 
had the great Redeemer contemplated this solemn hour, 
and dwelt by anticipation on the conflict and agony that 
awaited him. Again he was to contend with the powers 
of darkness, (Luke xxii. 53,) and to endure all the ven- 
geance and anger of Almighty God for the sins committed 
by. a guilty world. What Rebecca said to Jacob was 
literally fulfilled here, * Upon me be thy curse.' (Gen. 
xxvii. 13.) Yes, Christ was made a curse for us; to 
raise us from the depth of misery into which we had fallen 
he left his throne of glory to tread alone the wine-press of 
the wrath of our justly offended God ; he undertook to be 
answerable for us ; he permitted our iniquities to be laid 
upon him ; and the sword of divine justice was to pierce 
his soul, and render it sorrowful even unto death, for it 
was our transgressions that drew it forth. After warning 
his three disciples against temptation, * he withdrew from 
them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, 
saying. Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from 
me : nevertheless not my vrill, but thine, be done.' (Luke 
xxii. 42.) Oh what a prayer was this I on it hung the 
redemption of the world ! ! Li that dread hour had Jesus 
shrunk from his fearful task, or had the Almighty Father 
declared man too vile, too hateful, even to \y6 x^^^^^\^^ 
with pity, all had been lost. Oh, my Mft\v^s»\ >^^ m\xv^ 
recoils with horror at what iniglit \iave Yia^^^^^ \va^^^«^ 
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Father been willing to remove the cup, the bitter suffer- 
ings the Redeemer had just begun to taste, and at which 
his human nature well might shrink : for an instant he 
said, ' Take away this cup from me,' (Mark xiv. 36 ;) 
but then the helpless ruined state of all the sons and 
daughters of Adam rushed before him : sin, so universal ; 
the justice of Gk>d, so inexorable; death, so dreadful; 
hell jawning for its prey; all, all passed rapidly before 
him, and then he added, * Not my will, but thine^ be done.' 
Here was the offered sacrifice, the true paschal lamb, 
our atonement, our pledge, our Saviour and Redeemer. 

Words fail me," added Mr. C ; " I must sum up all 

I would say with those glorious verses indited by the 
Lord the Spirit, and left upon record for our comfort and 
encouragement : *• I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins : return unto me; 
for I have redeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens ; for the 
Lord hath done it : shout, ye lower parts of the earth : 
break forth into singing, ye mountains, O forest, and 
every tree therein: for the Lord hath redeemed Jacobi 
and glorified himself in Israel' (Isai. xliv. 22, 23.) Yes, 
it was this bright, this glorious prospect that sustained the 
Holy One in his awful work : he saw the travail of hia 
soul, he beheld the countless multitudes of his redeemed, 
and he bowed his head submissive to his task. But could 
an angel, a finite being, his own creation, strengthen him ? 
Undoubtedly he condescended to derive comfort from his 
ministration; for it is added, 'Being in an agony be 
prayed more earnestly.' What is comprehended by this 
agony no mortal can understand. And each of the Evan* 
gelists narrates it differently. St Matthew says the soul 
of Jesus * was sorrowful, even unto death,' (xxvi. 38.^ 
Mark speaks of him as being < sore amazed,' (xiv. 33 ;) 
that horrible dread mentioned by David, (Ps. Iv. 5;) 
and John says that ' his soul was troubled,' (xiL 27.) 
Whatever it was, it was occasioned by a sense of the 
vengeance due to our sins, and which caused blood, drops 
of blood, to pour from his devoted body, staining the 
ground whereon he knelt. Let this feaiful truth abide 
with you : sin required blood, * for without shedding of 
blood there is no remission.' (Heb. ix. 22.) Behold, then, 
your Redeemer's blood pouring out from his sacrificial 
body before a finger toucVied it.. Many say, It was the Jews 
who crucified him ; t\iey axe 'snot^^ \3ti«iLN5^ «xi^ Thaif 
were the immediate instr\MXifeiitaoi\i\^^^\Xi»\i>i\ 
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sins that were the cause. Was it not sin that caused the 
blood to flow in the garden ? Was it not sin that filled 
his spotless soul with horrors inconceivable ? Oh, yes.! 
May this view of its exceeding sinfulness drive you with- 
out delay to cry for pardon, for his sake who died that 
you might live, for he receives all without exception who 
come to him under a sense of guilt, and desiring forgive- 
ness. When this fearful portion of his sufferings was 
over, and the third petition ended, his trial with sinners 
begins. * Lo,' said he, ' he tbat betrayeth me is at hand ;* 
- and while he spake, a band of nien and officers from the 
chief priests and Pharisees,' conducted by the detestable 
Judas, drew nigh. £ut it was not his intention to escape; 
he had accepted the cup, and determined to empty it to the 
dregs. He, therefore, went boldly to them, and said, 

* Whom seek ye ? They answered him, Jesus of Naza- 
reth. Jesus saith unto them, I am he. As soon then 
as he said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and 
iell to the ground.' (John xviii. 3 — 6.) Dwell upon this 
wonderful circumstance, it demands attention; for here 
again we see the divinity of the gracious Saviour shine 
forth, and forming a beautiful contrast to his determina- 
tion to die. He would show his enemies what he could 
do, and that even with a breath he could, if he would, 
puff them all away. Could mortal man do this ? Could 
the greatest monarch on earth level his subjects at a word? 
Oh, no ! He now standing in Gethsemane, though veiled 
in; humanity, was God! In an instant he could have 
crushed this multitude, and not left one alive to tell the 
fearful story ; but such was not his purpose ; when he had 
displayed his power he permitted them to rise, and again 
repeated his question. The second time nothing occurred ; 
all he requested was the safety of his beloved ones, whom 
he undoubtedly shielded from the violence of the crowd, 
and protected by his omnipotence, otherwise the rashness 
of Peter in wounding the high priest's servant, would 
have met with summary punishment. Behold him, then, 

* brought as a lamb to the slaughter, (Isai. liii. 7,) and 
meekly submitting to the insults of the wild multitude, 
who, led on by the chief priests and captains of the temple, 
and the elders, surrounded him with the utmost violence, 
and caused him to say to them, 'Be ye come out, as 
against a thief, with swords and staves ? When I "w^^ 
daily with jou in the temple, ye atxetcVi^^ ^ot\Xi wo V-wjAs* 

against me: but thia is your hour, and \\i^^o>N«t o1 ^a:^««^ 
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nesa.' (Loke zxiL 52, 53.) Tes, dni fcuful hour, when 
the prophecj in praiiijr shovld he fnifilled, and the ser- 
pent, the dewUj woold hare power gives him to bruise his 
heel; hat mark, it was 011I7 bj perauasion. Do not 
imagine for an instant that Satan eonld have obtained 
the smallest advantage orer Jesos ; no^ he snhmitted to all 
for our sakes. The will of the Eternal Fathor was that 
liis guiltj creatures should find mercj, and Infinite Love 
contrived the waj. The Holy Sfurit declared * indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguish, upon every soul 
of man that doeth evil,' (Bom. ii. 9 ;) hence all without 
distinction are in this fearful statt, for * there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one,' (Psal. xiv. 3 ;) hence the wrath 
of divine justice which exacted from this spotless sacrifice 
a full satisfaction for the iniquities of us, the objects of his 
pity. For our sakes, ther^ore, he condescended for a 
moment to submit to the malevolence of the powers of 
darkness, and permitted them to do their worst, but only 
that for ever he might bruise their head, burst open the 
prison doors of Satan, break off his chains, and triumph 
over him for ever and ever. But the way whereby he 
accomplished all this is sad ; the soul of the believer, he 
who feels the plague of his own heart, who knows the 
burden of sin to be intolerable, follows his Lord from the 
gnrdon to the grave with shame and confusion ; he beholds 
tlmt iluly One enduring all that suffering for him, while 
his who knows his guUt to be overwhelming, is pardoned 
and lot go free." 

" Wiis it not strange, sir," said Mr. Smith, " that the 
nuiItitu<lo should have been so violent ? It was only a few 
dayn before, I think you said, that they shouted Hosannas, 
and brouglit him in triumph into the city." 

** So much for popular applause," replied Mr. C ; 

'* you SCO its character is always the same, and the truly 
wtKO mnn never trusts to it. Ignorance and violence 
frtH]uontly are united, and are too often employed in the 
norvioo of the more enlightened ; thus it was in this case ; 
for tho bund and the captain and the officers of the Jewa 
took «losus and bound him, and led him away to Annas 
firjtt, for he was father-in-law to Caiaphas, which was 
high priest that same year, and a vile, hateful character* 
"NN itli unftugned delight did this man behold the object of 
his hatred and envy at lost in his power. None sought 
for sleep that awful night, for with the utmost impatience 
thaj awaited the accomplishment of the traitor's promise^ 
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The chief priests, and scribes, and elders all assembled in 
the high priest's palace, and at length Jesus stood before 
them, bound, it is true, but with calm composure and 
dignified majesty. And where were his attendants, those 
who a few hours before were ready to follow him ? Alas ! 
it is written, * They all forsook him and fled.* (Mark xiv. 
50.) But after the first panic was over, Peter returned 
with another of his brethren, through whose interest both 
were allowed to enter the hall and mingle with the ser- 
vants, waiting, no doubt, with intense anxiety to see the 
end. (Matt. xxvi. 58.) Meanwhile the Council proceeded 
to examine the holy Jesus, and one miserable witness after 
another endeavoured to prove him guilty, but in vain. 
The high priest then asked him of his disciples and his 
doctrine, hoping thereby to bring him under the law as a 
transgressor ; but he appealed to the well-known publicity 
of his instructions, which were attended by tjiousands, and 
which most probably had been listened to by many then 
present. The simple truthfulness of the Saviour's reply 
did not suit the purposes of the wretches determined on 
his destruction, and it is recorded, that * when he had 
thus spoken, one of the officers who stood by struck Jesus 
with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the 
high priest so ? Jesus answered him. If I have spoken 
evil bear witness of the evil : but if well, why smitest thou 
me ?' (John xviii. 22^ 23.) Behold the humiliation of the 
Son of God ; behold the abasement he submitted to that 
you might live. It was foretold that this insult should be 
offered him. And truly, when he became a servant to the 
law for us miserable sinners, he was not rebellious, neither 
did he turn away back ; for he gave his back to the smit- 
ers, and his cheeks to them that plucked off the hair : he 
hid not his face from shame and spitting,' (Isai^ 1. 5, 6,) 
as we shall see upon advancing further in this awful 
history, which is without parallel in the annals of the world. 
Unable with any shadow of justice to convict his prisoner, 
the high priest then asked him, * Art thou the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am : and ye shall 
see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven.' (Mark xiv. 61, 62.) 
How wonderful is all this ! He who had just been cow- 
ardly smitten — ^he who stood bound as a criminal, forsaken 
by his friends, surrounded by his ene^iieS) &\id4ft\!kk:^ \"t^^ 
claims himself the Lord of Life and C3r\orj. T\iQ!afc^\Nfc 
creatures now before him, full o? ptidft, ^^-^'o^^^RS^^'^ 
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and malice, are again to behold him, but where and how ? 
Even on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds 
of heaven. Will they know him in that awful day ? Will 
Caiaphas, and Annas, and his multitudes of accusers, 
remember the hour which he then foretold ? Oh yes; 
^ Every eye shall see him, and they also that pierced him.' 
(Rev. i. 7.) Then will they call upon the rocks to fall 
upon them and the hills to cover them, to hide them from 
him that sitteth on yonder bright throne, eclipsing the 
noon-day sun in lustre, and declaring vengeance on all his 
enemies. But now veiled in humanity, a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief, the assumption of his creatures' 
guilt upon his shoulders, and the weight almost too heavy 
for even his spotless, holy nature* to endure, he stands 
before the hypocritical high priest, who, contrary to the 
law, (Lev. xxi. 10,) rent his clothes, and said, * What need 
we any further witnesses ? Ye have heard the blasphemy: 
what think ye ? And they all condemned him to be guilty 
of death.' (Mark xiv. 64.) Well may it be said, in the 
words of the heathen, * Why ? what evil hath he done V 
If healing the sick, casting out devils, feeding the hungry, 
teaching the ignorant, comforting the afflicted, raising the 
dead, be crimes, then indeed this infatuated multitude 
might wish to get rid of him ; but no; envy, hatred, malice 
and every infernal passion, possessed the leaders of the 
people, and they thirsted for the blood of one whose 
spotless life and heavenly doctrine condemned them. The 
words uttered by Caiaphas were a signal for his followers, 
who began to spit on him, to cover his face, to bufifet him, 
and tauntingly to ask him to exert his prophetical powers 
in mentioning who smote him. (Matt. xxvi. 68.) My 
dear friends, then truly did they fulfil the prophecies con- 
cerning him, for he gave his cheek to him that smote him, 
(Lam. iii. 30,) and kept silence, (Lam. iii. 28 ;) yea, even 
the Judge of Israel they smote with a rod upon the cheek, 
(Micah V. 1,) and he bore it all, for he hid not his face 
from shame and spitting. (Isai. 1. 6.) Here," said Mr. 

C , "we must break off: our subject is so vast, so 

wonderful, so grand, so humiliating, that I must resume 
it another day." 
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" I HASTEN to resume the interesting subject we quitted 

last week," said Mr. C , when he opened his book, 

and saw his numerous friends awaiting his commence- 
ment. " The recollection .of the wonderful humiUatioQ 
of our dear Redeemer must have made a deep impression 
upon you all ; for who can read of his sufferings and 
patient endurance for our sakes, and not feel a deep per- 
sonal interest in all and every transaction, of this part, 
more especially, of his sojourn upon earth. We closed our 
subject at the time he stood before Caiaphas, bound as a 
malefactor, and to the eye of the worldling * there was no 
beauty to desire him,' (Isa. liii. 2 ;) but not so to the be- 
liever : he who knows that there, veiled, disguised I should 
rather say, in human nature, stood his perfect Atonement, 
his shelter from the vengeance of a justly offended Grod; 
to him he appears lovely and precious beyond the power 
of words to express. The Son of Man is his name, and, 
oh I how wonderful is this ! Though in the form of God, 
one with the Father, the Creator of the universe, be 
agreed to be made flesh that he might become the Surety 
for his people, as their Cov^ant Head, regarding them 
as his members ; leading them as his flock, at once their 
Teacher and their Friend. AH this and more does the 
true believer discover in the suffering Jesus, and he anti- 
cipates the time when He shall have dominion from sea to 
sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth ; when 
all kings shall fall down before him, and all nations shall 
serve him ; for his glorious name shall be blessed for ever, 
and the whole earth shall be filled with his glory for ever 
and ever. (See Psalm Ixxii.) 

" If you recollect, also, we left Peter with one of his 
brethren in the higVi prieal'a ^«\«i^ife, -^lacccvw^ \»\sft»r the 
result of the trial, and not do>>\iUTi^ ^ S:^N<i\rc^2i^^ \^^>\^, 
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But tlias he exposed himself to the very temptation of 
which his Divine Master had forewarned him. * I tell 
thee, Peter,' he said, * the cock shall not crow twice be- 
fore thou shalt deny me thrice.' Instead of proceeding in 
our meditations on the sufferings of man's Redeemer, we 
will turn aside for a time, and observe the conduct of the 
Apostle. Rashness, impetuosity, and ignorance of himself, 
were his peculiar characteristics ; and it was through much 
tribulation he was taught, and by Divine Love conducted, 
until there was finally bestowed upon him the martyr's 
crown. It is deeply profitable to us to dwell upon this 
history ; it is recorded not for our imitation, but warning, 
and to show us the deep-laid plots and unwearied watch- 
fulness of our great spiritual adversary." 

" After Peter's wounding the high priest's servant in 
the garden," observed Mrs. Basil, "it is strange he should 
have ventured into his palace." 

" This is one remarkable feature in the history," replied 

Mr. C . " Not the slightest opposition was made to 

his following Jesus, though from what was said to him 
afterwards, it is evident that he was recognised. The in- 
terest of his fellow-disciple procures him admission to the 
hall, where he mingles with the servants, warming himself 
at the fire. And now begins the trial ; Satan has him in 
his power, and his snares are ably set. No sooner had 
Peter passed the portal than the damsel who kept the 
door asked him, * Art not thou also one of this man's dis- 
ciples ?' (John xviii. 17.) It was a natural question in 
such a moment of excitement. But, alas for Peter ! his 
enemy was near at hand, and he promptly replied, * I am 
not.* The cock crew, but the warning was unheeded, for 
after a little while, * another maid saw him, and said unto 
them as he sat by the fire, This man was also with him. 
And he denied him again, saying. Woman, I know him 
not.'" 

" Not know him ! " interrupted Hyford, with startling 
violence ; " not know him ! He whom he had walked on 
the sea to meet — who appeared to him on the Mount of 
Transfiguration — who had been with him night and day, 
and who had even told him this very thing should hap- 
pen, even that he should declare he did not k^ow him ! 
Oh, Peter, Peter ! and if you acted so in an hour of 
temptation, how can a poor creature like me behave in my 
various trials and provocations witViOuX. \Jci^. \i\\n*^^'^ ^^^^^ 
seeing my dear Lord and Master a'i ^om V^^l^* krsA"^^ 
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head of the old man sunk on the stick whereon his hand 
was resting, as if exhausted by the intensity of his feeling. 
Kvery one in that beautiful old room partook of Hyford's 
sentiments. The fall of Peter proclaimed with warning 
voice, * Consider thyself, lest thou also be tempted.' (Gal. 
vi. 1.) Again the pastor proceeded : — 

'* Twice had the unhappy Peter denied his Lord, but 
the enemy of souls, bent upon his destruction, would not 
even then leave him alone. He had marked him for his 
prey, and had determined his ruin. With wonderful in- 
fatuation, the Apostle continued amongst the crowd ; he 
appeared to have been, as it were, chained to the spot 
Conscience must have told him of his falsehoods, but he 
never offered to flee from the scene of trial. At length 
another long hour passed away, and Peter undoubtedly 
was rejoicing in the escape he had, when one of those 
near him exclaimed, * Of a truth this fellow also was with 
him, for he is a Galilean ; ' or, as it is in St. Matthevr, 
* thy speech bewrayeth thee.' '* (Chap. xxvi. 73.) 

" How was this, sir ? " said Mr. Hill. 

<' The dialect of the Galileans was so distinctly marked 
from the inhabitants of Judea," replied Mr. C — r-^, ** that 
it was easy to distinguish them from each other. It is the 
same in every country : indeed, you well know, my 
friends," added the pastor, " that even in this country 
there is a great difference of dialect ; and I much doubt 
whether you who live in Herefordshire could understand 
a word spoken by a Yorkshireman. The language of 
Galilee was regarded as coarse and vulgar by the people 
of Judea and Jerusalem ; hence the reason why they found 
fault with Peter. But with cursing and swearing he 
again denied him, saying, ' I know not this man of whom 
ye speak. And the second time the cock crew. And the 
Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remem- 
bered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him. 
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And 
Peter went out and wept bitterly.' (Luke xxii. 61, 62.) 
We can scarcely believe that Peter would fall so low, — be 
so utterly forsaken ; but behold the fearful consequences 
of being left without Divine help, and * let him that 
thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.' The cock 
crew, and it is added : * Peter remembered the word of 
the Lord.' Why did he not do so when the bird crew the 
£r8t time ? The reply to t\i\a c\vxe,a\AsycL \& c>^ mteite im- 
portance, and St. Luke sVvaW i\xTa\ia\\ \\. ^ot >a& \ '' 'Y>afe\*st^ 



NEW TESTAMENT HISTORIES. 5 

tamed and looked upon Peter ;' upon his backsliding, 
guilty friend, and that glance convinced him of his sin. 
It was not a look of anger or of indignation, for that 
would have driven him to despair ; but one of pity, of 
compassion, of rebuke, of sorrow ; a look accompanied by 
his grace, which chased away the spiritual foe, and broke 
the chains in which Satan had hoped to bind him. ' He 
had desired to have him that he might sift him as wheat ;' 
for Peter's warning and instruction he was permitted for 
a season to prevail but only for a season. His Lord had 
prayed for him, and came to his assistance when he was 
sunk and degraded to the lowest ebb. That look was 
enough ; it brought the warning to remembrance, con- 
vinced him of his treachery, and, overcome with shame, 
confusion and sorrow, he rushed out of the hall, and with 
bitter tears declared his repentance for what had passed. 

" Oh, what a lesson we have here set before us! Which of 
us can say, * I have kept the ways of the Lord, and have not 
wickedly departed from my God ? ' (Psa. xviii. 21.) Alas ! 
no one. It is by sad and painful experience most of God's 
redeemed ones have learnt that they have no strength what- 
ever in themselves. Inbred sin, together with outward 
temptations, constitute a powerful foe. And I believe 
few, if any, of Zion's pilgrims have been free from the 
guilt of denying their gracious Lord. But though they 
haVe acted thus unworthily, * He is faithful, he cannot 
deny himself (2 Tim. ii. 13.) He has said, *My sheep 
shall never perish, and no man can pluck them out of my 
hand.' (John x. 28.) And though the world may tempt, 
the heart assist, and Satan cast frequent and well-directed 
darts, which may wound, and deprive the Christian for a 
time of inward peace, still he is bought with a price, and 
he will find his Saviour near to rescue him. But I would 
ask, what effect is produced by this ? even the same as in 
Peter's case ; namely, * true godly sorrow, which worketh 
repentance unto salvation,' (2 Cor. vii. 10 ;) which pro- 
duce's a mistrust of self, a more simple reliance upon God, 
a fear of entering into temptation, a continual watchful- 
ness over the heart, accompanied with daily prayer for 
the support and direction of the Lord the Spirit. Let 
this portion of the New Testament Histories sink deep 

into your hearts, my friends," continued Mr. C , "for 

it contains a serious warning. Be assured '^oxx ^^-kkcvox 
stand still in your Christian journey •, yowxaxskSX ^VCcv^^'^'*^ 
pressing onwardf ^Qhtmg dailv agiA\na\. «3i\ \Nifc xv\vcafc7t«^'^ 
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impediments that your malicious adversary bas prepared to 
retard your progress, but which your gracious Master enables 
you to overcome; or you must be yididing, backsliding, dis- 
couraged, and ready to give up. And is this the case with 
any of you ? Oh I I hope not. What will you give in 
exchange for your soul ? Will present ease compensate 
for future sorrow ? Think of the fearful alternative, and, 
before it is too late, * turn to the Lord with all your 
heart ; and rend your heart, and not your garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God ; for he is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness.' (Joel ii. 
12, 13.) With this merciful invitation I leave you, and 
may the Holy Spirit incline you to accept it, tiiat, like 
Peter, you may be fully and freely pardoned ! 

'* We will now resume the consideration of the insults 
and pretended trial to which Jesus submitted in his won- 
derful character of man's Redeemer. No sooner had Peter 
left the hall than the chief priests, presuming upon what 
they chose to term the blasphemy Jesus had uttered when 
he declared himself the Son of God, broke up their council, 
and hastened him in the early morning into the hall of 
judgment, delivering him bound as a criminal into the 
hands of Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor. Then it 
was the miserable Judas beheld the full extent of his 
iniquity. It does not appear he ever anticipated bis 
Master's death ; a desire after money induced him to sell 
him to the priests, expecting, perhaps, they would impri- 
son him for a time : but when he beheld the rancour of 
his enemies, their evident determination to kill him, and, 
to this end, their delivering him to Pilate, remorse seized 
him, and taking the ' thirty pieces of silver to the chief 
priests and elders, he said, I have sinned in that I have be- 
trayed the innocent blood.' Did he expect thus to deliver 
Jesus ? Could he think for a moment they would listen 
to his declaration that their prisoner was guiltless ? If he 
did, he was soon undeceived, for they replied, * What is 
that to us ? see thou to that' (Matt, xxvii. 4.) Oh, 
wretched Judas ! despair now laid hold upon him ; Satan 
had entered into him, and urged him on to ruin, for * he 
threw down the pieces of silver in the temple, and 
departed, and went and hanged himself.' Judas had 
committed what is called the unpardonable sin — the sin 
against the Holy Ghost. He had sinned against light 
and knowledge. He fto\^ \i\a -Lw^ ««» ^. ^"^s^j xs\»ja> 
knowing him to be iutkoc<iiit \ \v^Tve,^ -v^^si^W ^^ ^sjsoc- 
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victed by conscience^ true godly repentance was denied 
him, and in his fearful death we see what man is when 
forsaken bj Grod, and left to Satan and his own natural 
corruptions." 

•* Yes," said Mr. Basil, " the death of Judas is a fearful 
warning to the sinner. He confessed to his fellow-crea- 
tures he was guilty, but he did not think of applying to 
his offended God, or his gracious, tender Master. In 
despair he declares his guilt, and the same fearful awful 
feeling plunges him on to his destruction, and beyond the 
reach of Divine mercy." 

" How to appropriate the money returned by Judas," 
proceeded Mr. C , " perplexed the hypocritical priest- 
hood. They declared it unlawful to put it into the sacred 
treasury, as it was the price they paid for the blood of 
Jesus. They therefore took counsel, and bought with it 
the potter's field, a piece of waste ground near to the city, 
which had been dug up for clay by a potter, and which 
they thought would do as a burying ground, either for 
gentile strangers or foreign Jews who chanced to die 
during their sojourn at Jerusalem, and were without a 
place of sepulture. Little did they know that thus they 
were fulfilling a remarkable prophecy, by a mistake in the 
text attributed to Jeremiah, but to be found in Zechariah 
xi. 12, 13 : * And I said unto them. If ye think good, give 
me my price ; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my 
price thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said unto me. 
Cast it unto the potter, a goodly price that I was prized at 
of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast 
them to the potter in the house of the Lord.' But we 
must hasten onward. A deep, solemn awe pervades the 
soul of the believer while pondering on the sufferings of 
her Lord. Then guilt appears in all its enormity, and sin 
assumes a hue of the deepest die. Well was it said, *Go to 
Calvary, and learn what sin is ;' and when you behold it 
in its true colours, be humbled to the dust, and never 
pride thyself upon the amiability and excellence of human 
nature. * And Jesus stood before the governor.' (Matt, 
xxvii. 11.)" 

" Oh, sir ! " exclaimed Hyford, " how little that man 
knew who was there." 

" No, indeed," replied Mr. C , " it is fearful to con- 
template the situation of Pilate. All thsA. c«w\i^ ^acAK-s.^ 
that be was a heathen, and had no idea oi Wv't <:3a»3t^^\RX 
ol' Mm whom he was called upon to ^vid^"^.^* 
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" What sort of man was Pilate, sir ?" said Mr. HiU. 

** He was a person of stern and inflexible temper" 

replied Mr. C y "and cared little for the Jews or their 

peculiar religious feelings. He governed Judea from 
A.D. 26 to A.D. 38, twelve years. Complaints were made 
of his tyranny and cruelty, particularly towards the Sa- 
maritans, and he was ordered to Borne to give an account 
of his conduct. It is said he was banished to Yienne, a 
city in France, where he was greatly reduced, and this 
drove him to desperation, and ended in his killing himself 
two years afterwards, about four years after he had put to 
death the ^ivixie and holy Jesus. Such was the governor 
before whom he condescended to stand. ^And Pilate 
asked him, saying. Art thou the king of the Jews ? ' This 
question he put to him in consequence of the chief priests' 
saying, * We found this fellow perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to give tribute to Caesar, saying that he himself 
is Christ a king.' (Luke xxiii. 2.) And oh ! listen to his 
glorious reply : — * My kingdom is not of this world : if 
my kingdom were of this world, then would my servants 
fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews ; but now 
is my kingdom not from hence. Pilate said unto him. Art 
thou a king then ? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I 
am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause 
came I into the world, that T should bear witness unto 
the truth.' (John xviii. 36, 37.) Again our dear Lord just 
lifts the veil, and gives us a glimpse of his real character 
and dignity. Truly he is a King, the great King of 
heaven and earth, the Lord God omnipotent ; the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords ; possessing a dominion, a 
power, and a majesty before which the mightiest poten- 
tate shrinks into mere nothingness and insignificancy, for 
to the kingdom of the once despised Jesus there is no 
limit or boundary. All things in the universe own his 
sway, and his power upholds the worlds. Well then 
might he say to Pilate, * Thou sayest I am a king.' 
But we will view it in another and still more interesting 
sense. He is the King and Head of his believing people 
the Church ; his kingdom truly is not of this world, 
though it is in this world ; for his kingdom is in the 
hearts of his redeemed, subduing all the evils within, and 
conquering all enemies without, by his mighty arm. 

" Yes, my dear friends" contviixx^d Mi. C , with a 

bright smile, " he takes Yv\a T^xecXow?. q.w^'^ MTAax Vy^ tq^j^ 
protection^ he guides them, \ie ^\x^^\.^ ^^\ft^ >afc\stvw^ 
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them by his power unto his eternal, beautiful city, where 
they dwell for ever in his bright and glorious presence, 
and bask in the never ending sunshine of his love. Jesus 
is, indeed, a Eong, and soon he will prove himself such to 
a guilty, disbelieving world. * Those mine enemies,' 
said he, and left upon record, in order to warn them, 
'^Those mine enemies, who will not that I should reign 
over them, bring them hither, and slay them before me.' 
(Luke xix. 27.) Now, all may become subjects of his 
kingdom, and find a hearty welcome ; but, by and by, the 
offers of acceptance will cease, and the King shall then 
say, * Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.' 

" The character of the subjects of this kingdom is 
next described. Jesus said of them, ^ Every one that is 
of the truth, heareth my voice.' Those who, being led 
by the Holy Spirit, reject false doctrine and false teachers ; 
who are delivered from the dominion of Satan, the father 
of lies, and taught to receive the truth as it is in Jesus; 
who submit to his word and doctrine, and search the 
Scriptures as their guide to eternal life. But all this was 
new to Pilate ; he was a heathen, taught from his infancy 
to bow before idols of wood and stone; a man of the 
world, only desirous of human aggrandizement ; the future 
opened no bright and glorious prospects, and for the first 
time, most likely, he beheld Him, who had for the last 
three years astonished the people, and raised the bitter 
hatred of the priesthood. With surprise he heard Jesus 
declare himself a king, and yet not possessing an earthly 
dominion ; and when he simply added, that his people 
were those who followed the Truth, his judge was still 
more perplexed, and to conceal his ignorance exclaimed,. 
* What is truth V while, without waiting for a reply, he 
hastened from his seat, and going to the Jews, said to 
them, ' I find in him no fault at all' (John xviii. 38.) 
This exasperated them ; they expected to find the Roman 
more compliant, and to hear him pronounce his innocence 
made them furious ; they hated Jesus, the Great Teacher 
of righteousness ; he had reproved, before all the people, 
both the doctrine and the actions of the hypocritical 
priests, and exposed the motives which influenced them, 
while his own faultless life, his benevolence, his miracles, 
his sublime doctrine, were even louder accusers than bis 
words. To death, therefore, they condemned him., lei \fcfc 
consequences Mprhat they might; aw^ ^o, >nV^xv V^^^ 
pronounced hilPlnnocent, they lepWed, ^"ftfe ^'Cvrt^\J«v nx"^ 
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the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning 
from Galilee, to this place.' (Luke xxiii. 5.) The name 
of Gralilee appeared a relief to the Roman ; it was con- 
trary to the just laws of his nation, to condemn any per- 
son to death without sufficient reason, and he plainly saw 
through the malevolence of the priesthood, who were 
instigated by envy, (Matt, xxvii. 18.) Finding, therefore^ 
he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, who was governor or 
tetrarch of Galilee, and who happened then to be in Jeru- 
salem, he determined to send him to him, and thus avoid 
having more to do with so difficult an affair. It is said, 
that *when Herod saw Jesus he was exceeding glad; 
for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because 
he had heard many things of him, and he hoped to 
have seen some miracle done by him/ (Luke xxiiL 8.) 
We can easily imagine the self- gratification of this 
vain-glorious, wicked prince. He judged of Jesus by 
himself, and regarding him as man, felt assured that at his 
command, he would readily gratify his curiosity, and per- 
form a miracle. But, no! the dignity of the Lord of 
glory was not thus to be contemned ; the poorest suppliant 
was relieved, the humblest petitioner blessed ; but the 
proud Herod, and his impious courtiers, were not deemed 
worthy of notice, for to all they said he never vouch- 
safed a reply. This conduct so provoked Herod, that 
' he, with his men of war, set him at nought, and mocked 
him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him 
again to Pilate,' (Luke xxiii. 11 ;) who was then recon- 
ciled to him, after having been at variance for some time. 
The return of Jesus the persecuted to the Roman governor, 
decked out in the robe of mockery, astonished and per- 
plexed him. Again he called together the chief priests 
and rulers, and declared his firm belief in his innocence, 
in which he saw Herod united, though by the manner in 
which he treated him, he knew that he looked upon him 
as an enthusiast ; correction, therefore, he thought would 
suffice, and then releasing him, would discharge his duty, 
and fulfil the custom of restoring to them a prisoner at 
the time of the feast." 

" How did this originate, Mr. C ?" said Mrs. Basil 

" There is no trace of it beyond what is mentioned in the 

Gx)spels," replied Mr.C f "either in the Scripture, or in 

any of the old Jewish writings. It is supposed to have been 

a custom introduced by some 'Rttrcvwcv ^c^^^Mjigli^ ^io. the 

Arour of the people*, andViaV\iiw\i^^xv^(Pw|!^'lQrc^<wa& 
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time, at length was regarded as firmly established. In this 
instance, particularly, they prized it, for the chief priests 
determined to make the people please them ; the right of 
demanding the prisoner being vested in them. Influenced 
by their rulers, the multitude demanded of Pilate, that he 
should do as he had ever done unto them. (Mark xv. 8.) 
Upon this, Pilate offered them Jesus ; * Will ye,* said he, 
* that I release unto you the King of the Jews ? ' — for 
again his conscience warned him of injustice, and his 
wife also entreated him not to condemn the innocent blood, 
as she too had suffered much in a dream concerning 
him. But no I no human power could save him ; ^ for 
this end he was bom, and for this cause he came into the 
world,' to lay down his life, in order to bring in an everr 
lasting righteousness, and to open the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. Pilate, therefore, turning a deaf ear to 
all remonstrances, proceeded in his awful task, and awaited 
the reply to his question. Then was the deluded multi- 
tude rendered subservient to the purposes of the priests 
and elders, who hastily went amongst them to induce them 
to demand Barabbas in preference to Jesus ; and in a few 
minutes the cry was raised for the murderer. The 
governor was astonished ; the acknowledged sinner to 
be acquitted, and the innocent condemned ; what an 
exchange t truly this is one of the most wonderful parts 
of this marvellous, mysterious history, and little did the 
unbelieving Jews, or the heathen ruler, understand the 
solemn work they were performing. The demand for 
Barabbas was followed by Pilate asking, ^What shall 
I do, then, with Jesus, which is caUed Christ ? They all 
say unto him. Let him be crucified! ' 

^' In uttering this horrid sentence, are we to confine our- 
selves to contemplating the unjust cruelty of tlie Jews ? 
Oh, no ! long before had the sentence been pronounced, 
and in the brazen serpent extended on the pole, the 
believing Israelite could look through a vista of yeai^, and 
see the great and glorious Antitype. The divine law also 
declared, * that he that is hanged Is accursed of 6od«* 
(Dent xxL 23.) Why ? Even to teach ns, that ' Christ 
hath redeemed us from the corse of the law, by being 
made a corse for na.' (GaL iiL 13.) Troly, then, it may 
be said, that the day whereon Jesos, the divine Savicmc^ 
was condemiied, was a day of mercy tcsA ^fs^y^asic^ss^* 
Bat we must go farther, and pemnt lYie \>c»aV\l^^^KyQX 
once mjstenoaa type of tl^ scape-i^oaX, to ^nwaeuX \\J^» 
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as receiving its fulfilment On the yearly solemn feast- 
daj, jou may remember, two goats were brought by the 
people to the high priest ; who cast lots for them before 
the Lord. On one goat was inscribed the name of the 
Lord Jehovah, and was offered to God ; the other was 
called Azazel, and represented the people. The goat 
offered to God was sacrificed, the other let go free ; it 
might go where it liked, and feed where it pleased, none 
dare injure it ; it was free — the first goat was slain that 
this might live. (See Lev. xvi.) And now see the meaning 
of this mysterious ceremony. Behold Barabbas the mur- 
derer, and Jesus, the holy one and the just They stand 
together ; a lot is, as it were, cast ; for Pilate sajs, 
* Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you ? 
•they said, Barabbas!* (Matt xxvi. 21.) Thus, the 
doom of Jesus was sealed ; for one must be set free, one 
must suffer death. Oh, what an exchange was this ! the 
just and innocent suffering in the room of the murderer 
and the guilty. 

" Before we part,** continued Mr. C , " I would 

endeavour to apply this mysterious history to ourselves. 
In Barabbas we behold our representative, a child of sin 
and iniquity, an alien from holiness, one far removed from 
God ; lying under sentence of death, and without a chance 
of escape. What must have been his feelings while he 
awaited the decision of the multitude ! his fate hung upon 
a word — and not only his, but ours also. Yes, had Jesus 
been released, mankind was lost for ever. Oh I wonderful 
love, which thus offered and prepared the sacrifice! 
Barabbas was let go free, his chains were knocked ofi^, 
and he went forth a pardoned man. And thus it is with 
us ; sentence of death was passed upon our Atonement, 
and our souls are saved because he suffered. Like the 
scape-goat, we are at liberty ; it is written, * Sin shall not 
have dominion over you, for ye are not under the law, but 
under grace.* (Rom. vi. 14.) What a precious thought 
is this I that the believer is not under the law, as a covenant 
of works, demanding an obedience he can never perform; 
but under the covenant of grace, which leads him at once 
to Christ Jesus for mercy, pardon, and peace, and comforts 
him with promises of assistance and strength, until he is 
brought in safety home." 
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" Events crowd upon us, my dear friends," said 

Mr. C , as he opened his Bible, and looked round 

with a bright smile of welcome upon his numerous and 
affectionate people; "we are pursuing the details of a 
history almost too stupendous, and the mind shrinks at 
the contemplation of subjects so gi'and and infinite. It 
13 utterly impossible for any of us, on this side the grave, 
thoroughly to appreciate redeeming love. All the suffer- 
ings and woes of life testify the direful consequences of 
sin ; every day reminds us of man's transgression in 
Eden ; and every funeral and friend whose loss we 
mourn, proves the fearful truth, that each and all of us 
have the ' sentence of death in ourselves,' (2 Cor. i. 9.) 
The precious word of God points out the only remedy for 
our wretched caae ; it leads us to Calvary ; it there 
declares that God can be just, and yet the justifier of him 
that believeth in Jesus ; it declares, that through Christ 
we have access by one Spirit unto the Father, (Eph. ii. 18 ;) 
and that that Father is the God of love, (1 John iv. 8 ;) 
that * mercy and truth have met together ; righteousness 
and peace have kissed each other.* (Ps. Ixxxv. 10.) 

" We were compelled," continued Mr. C , " to 

close our subject last week at that interesting, awful 
moment, when the murderer, Barabbas, was exchanged 
for the holy, the divine Jesus. Pilate, disgusted and 
astonished, saw that all his efforts to save him were 
unavailing, — that the hateful priesthood were determined 
upon his destruction, and would even resort to force, 
if their wishes were not complied with ; he, therefore, 
' took water, and washed his hands before the mul- 
titude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just 
person ; see ye to it,' (M«kX.t, xx.V\\. "t^ %^ Vy^ \Vv\a signi- 
icant ceremony, whicYv w aa Va wi^ox^-aw^sfc vi'vCcv \>kv^ ^^^sft^ 
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kw, (see Deut. xxi. 6, 7,) and also with that of the 
Greeks and Romans, showing how unwillingly he con- 
sented to their bloodj wishes." 

" How could he be so unjust, sir?" said Hyford, " ac- 
knowledging so publicly as he did his conviction of his 



innocence." 



***The fear of man," replied Mr. C , " was Pilate's 

ruin ; hence, he had no firmness in adhering to what he 
knew to be right. The crafty priests well knew the 
character they had to deal with, and boldly threatened 
him with rebellious feelings towards Caesar, if he acquitted 
his gentle prisoner. 'If,' said they, Hhou let this man 
go, thou art not CsBsar's friend : whosoever maketh him- 
self a king speaketh against Caesar.' (John six. 12.) 
Again the governor was perplexed ; again he ascended 
the tribunal, and presented Jesus before them as their 
king. But, alas for this devoted nation I the wayward- 
ness of their forefathers hurried them on to destruction ; 
for, as in times past, the authority and government of the 
Lord Jehovah was rejected for that of a king of their 
own selection, (see 1 Sam. viii. ;) so now they despised 
the Prince of Life, and declared they had no king but 
Caesar ; uttering, at the same time, this awful imprecation 
— *His blood be on^ us, and on our children.' (Matt 
xxvii. 25.) Thus did this miserable people fill up the 
measure of their iniquities ; and at the siege of Jeru* 
salem, this vengeance, called down upon themselves 
and their children, was so literally fulfilled, that it is 
recorded, that such numbers were then crucified that^ 
wood could scarcely be found for their crosses. But, 
awful as this was, the spiritual curse was far worse. 
Alas ! they ' trod under foot the Son of God, and counted 
the blood of the covenant, wherewith they were sanctified, 
an unholy thing, doing despite to the Spirit of grace,' 
(Heb. X. 29 ;) therefore wrath came upon them to the 
uttermost, for truly ' it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God.' (Heb. x. 3L) And to this 
day they continue monuments of the divine vengeance, 
exposed to constant injury from man, and, apparently, 
forsaken of God, persisting in the sin of their fathers, 
and obstinately regarding Jesus as a deceiver and a fals€i 
prophet." 

"But is this their fearful state to coxk\m\x^ i«t ^-s^-^^ 
3jr ?" said Miss Mason, a niece oi MT.'L«WTeii<j.^. 

''Ob, no," replied Mr. C . "TYi^ ^«^1 ^» ^^'^ "«* 
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distant when they shall know Jesus the Lord to be their 
Saviour and Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob, and 
when this glorious promise shall be literally and abun- 
dantly fulfilled, * Whereas thou hast been forsaken and 
hated, so that no man went through thee, I will make thee 
an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.* (See 
Isa. Ix. all the chapter.) 

*' The bright and cheering prospect held oat to our 

afflicted Jewish brethren," continued Mr. C y " affi>rds 

some consolation t-o us while contemplating their awful 
behaviour upwards of eighteen hundred years ago, when 
the mind not only revolts at their barbarity, but trembles 
as it dweUs upon the result of their fearful choice ; for, no 
sooner had the Roman Pilate heard their imprecation, 
than, sensible all further opposition was fruitless, he took 
Jesus, and scourged him, and delivered him over to the 
heathen soldiers, who platted a crown of thorns, in derision 
of his kingly dignity, and put it on his head^ while, with 
wanton insult, they deprived him of his own garment, and 
clothed him in purple or scarlet, the colour worn by kings. 
Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, 
* Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may know that 
I find no fault in him.' This was, again, the testimony 
of the heathen governor ; he found no fault in him ; how 
could he? for in him was no sin. (1 John iiL 5.) He 
was the great appointed One, who was to ' make an end 
of sin, make reconciliation for iniquity, bring in an 
everlasting righteousness,' (Dan. ix. 24 ;) and *by his 
^knowledge justify many,* (Isa. liii. 11 ;) therefore, as the 
apostle says, ' Such an High-priest became us, who is 
holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens,' (Heb. vii. 26.) 

** Consider, therefore, my dear friends," continued the 
pastor, " the glorious testimony here given of Jesus, your 
Saviour and Redeemer : ' I find no fault in him,' said 
Pilate ; but a greater than Pilate says — 'Behold my servant, 
whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; 
I have put my Spirit upon him : he shall bring forth judg- 
ment to the Grentiles.' (Isa. xlii. 1.) Yes, in that hour 
when the holy Jesus was led forth and presented to the 
multitude, were these words fulfilled to the uttermost; 
for, though he was a Son, yet, as Mediator, * he learned 
obedience by the tVunga 7i\\\fc\i Yi'Ci ^xkfG&red; and being 
made perfect, he became t\ife «k,\i\)[iOT qI ^\«Wis^ ^<«^^i^\)^ 
unto all them that obey \\\m: l^^a^Aa, n.^.^i \Ti\3c^&«^^^«& 
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tsharacter, therefore, he again came forth, wearing the 
crown of thorns, and the purple robe. *And Pilate 
saith unto them, Behold the man I' (John xix. 5.) 

•* Look at this verse, in your Bibles, my people," pro- 
ceeded Mr. C y " and you will perceive the word 

Pilate written in italics, whereby we learn it is not in the 
original manuscript It is to be regretted that it has 
found its way into our copies of the Gospel of St. John. 
It should be thus read : ^ Then came Jesus forth, wearing 
the crown of thorns, and the purple robe. And saith 
unto them. Behold the Man I' Not Pilate* but himself; 
thus fulfilling a prophecy uttered long before: — 'I said, 
Behold me, behold me.' (Isa. Ixv. 1.) I am even he of 
whom the Almighty Father saith, * Behold my servant, 
whom I uphold.' (Isa. xlii. 1.) And, again, the Holy 
Spirit exclaims by John the Baptist : ' Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world,' (John i 
29.) Consequently, there he stood before them, his brow 
encircled with thorns, an emblem of those trials and that 
curse which was laid upon the first Adam in Paradise, 
and from which he, the second Adam, the Lord from 
heaven, came forth on purpose to deliver us. Did you 
ever hear of such a crown before ? Never I Oh, then, 
ponder its deep spiritual meaning ; and remember that 
in all your afiiictions he is afflicted, and that he has 
taken upon himself the various sharp and painful trials 
deserved by you ; for it is written of him : * Because 
for thy sake I have borne reproach, shame hath 
covered my face.* (Ps. Ixix. 7.) Without knowing 
what they did, the barbarous soldiers deprived him of his 
own garments, and arrayed him in purple or scarlet, an 
emblem of guilt Thus he stands forth and cries to you 
and me, Behold me, arrayed for thee, O sinner; here 
I present myself as thy substitute ; clothed with thy sins 
of deepest hue, and laying aside my own perfect righte- 
ousness in order to take upon myself thy guilt Oh! 
think upon all I have endured for thee, and hasten to 
avail thyself of my protection from the power and domi- 
nion of sin, the wrath of God, and everlasting woe. 

" My dear friends, when I thus dwell upon Jesus, your 
Saviour and mine, standing before Pilate, his creature — 
the being his infinite power had called into existence — 
I feel astonished. In the crown of thoma L e^^ iVv^ ^x\£^% 
»nd consequences of sin ; I see him \>e«ct\ii^ nv^ <iw\%^, 'os^ 
icares, my sorrows and my trials; in \\i^ i^\xt^<^ v:Jq»^^^^ 
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is engraven in living characters these awful, yet precious 
words : Your sins are imputed to me : my heavenly 
Father demands a sacrifice, a perfect one ; you cannot 
present one; the blood of bulls and goats cannot take 
away one sin, cannot sanctify to the purifying of the 
flesh. I, therefore, present myself in your stead, I come 
forth as your substitute ; and upon me, upon my guiltless 
head, divine Justice shall expend its wrath ; the holy law 
shall make its utmost demands, and be satisfied; mj 
creature, man, shall look on and behold me, at once his 
Saviour and his God ; and you, even you, I have loved 
with an everlasting love, and nothing shall deprive you of 
me. There was nothing to recommend you to my favour, 
but my will ; I have loved you, I have bought you; and, 
therefore, your business is to glorify me in your body and 
your spirit, for they are mine. Oh, what can I add 
more?** said the pastor, with the utmost intensity of 
feeling. '^My dear friends! my beloved flock! be je 
reconciled to God. Pray lay aside the trifles of time and 
sense, the follies of the world, the vanities of life, and 
accept of Jesus in all his fulness ; I know all my earnest- 
ness clUi avail nothing unless the Lord the Spirit gra- 
ciously condescends to accompany it with his life-giving 
power ; but I would deliver my own soul, I would warn 
you of your danger, I would entreat you to * seek the 
Lord while he may be found, and to call upon him while 
he is near.' Pilate and the Jews heard him cry out: 
< Behold the Man!' but to them the words conveyed an 
empty sound ; let it not be thus with .you. May he 
say to you, ' Behold the Man !' and may you have grace 
to reply. Lord I enable me to look upon thee with joj, 
wonder, love, and gratitude ; for thou didst humble thyself 
that I, thine unworthy creature, might live for ever, and 
regain that immortality which Adam lost." 

Deep attention prevailed throughout this interesting 
address, and a solemn Amen was pronounced by all. 
Hyford appeared overcome, big tears chased each other 
down his cheeks, and as if unconscious of the presence of 
so many, he exclaimed : " Yes, that is my Saviour ! and 
have I heard and read this sad account hundreds of times, 
and never thought upon it till now ? Oh, hard-hearted 
John Hyford! was Jesus crowned with thorns and 
eJothed in mockery for thee; and didst thou so read it 
as a tale, but nothing mot^*^ \\-\i'aa\s^^\i^^\\i\^T!kftwer 
shall it be so again." TVieii, 8fe€m^\v^^^\vsXKi!ks^Na^\fc 
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turned with many apologies to his kind teacher, and 
requested him to proceed. 

^ After Pilate and his soldiers had sufficiently shown ' 
their contempt for their guiltless prisoner, the completion 
of the sentence was hastened ; they once again clothed 
him in his own raiment, and the ponderous cross being 
prepared, they forced him, according to custom, to bear it 
to the place of execution. Thus he was led away ; priests 
and soldiers, and a wild mob, his attendants — workers ot 
iniquity, vile, miserable, beings I and yet it was for such 
as these he was carrying that fearful burden, fit emblem 
of those heavy sins which were in that hour laid upon 
his guiltless person. It is true that a stranger was 
detained, and compelled to assist him ; but not before his 
shoulders, torn with stripes, had become too weak to 
carry it himself. Then it was that the view of the sor- 
rows prepared for this miserable people appeared before 
him ; then he foresaw the divine wrath about to be poured 
down from their justly incensed Creator, and, unmindful 
of his own sufferings, he looked round and beheld a great 
company of people .and of women, which bewailed and 
lamented him. Compassion may have caused their tears, 
and He who knew all hearts appears to hUve thought that 
they mourned over bim as unjustly condemned, though 
they neither believed in him nor received him as their 
Saviour ; hence his address : ^ Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me ; but weep for yourselves and for your 
children ;' for those fearful days were at hand, when those 
persons would be roost to be envied who never had 
children, and wnen the multitude who now clamoured for 
his death would rejoice if the mountains covered them, 
and the hills fell upon them ; in short, anything to hide 
them from that fearful vengeance which should descend 
upon them, and which retributive Justice would demand 
to the uttermost. At last they reached Calvary, or Gol- 
gotha, — for both words mean the same, namely, the ' place 
of a skull,' and was a rising ground— so called from its 
being a place of public execution, and generally abound- 
ing in the skulls of the various malefactors who were 
there put to death. Such was Calvary; and on the 
summit of that hill were the words of Zechariah fulfilled : 
* Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the 
man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of hQst%\ ^scb&x?^ 
the shepherd, and the sheep shaWbe scal^jct^^^ (^^<3a..-Ksa. 
7.) Yea, the sword of divine Justice^ nv«a \)ckst^ X"^ ^%wks« 
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his spotless soul ; for the Almighty Father so loved this 
sinful world, as to be willing to sheathe it in his odIjt 
begotten Son, to the end that all that believe on him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life ; for no sooner 
had the fearful train arrived, than it is written : * When 
they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there 
thej crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right 
hand, and the other on the lefu' (Luke xxiii. 33.) Then 
was the prophecy fulfilled literally: 'He was numbered 
with the transgressors/ (Isa. liii. 12;) and 'made inter- 
cession for them,' (Isa. liii. 12.) For no sooner was be 
nailed to the accursed tree, than he exclaimed : ' Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.* " 

" Well, sir," said Hyford, " that was true enough ; the 
soldiers and the Jews did not know, and I did not know, 
and folks do not know, that it was our sins that nailed 
him and fixed him to that awful cross ; I am sure when 
I was living as careless as a brute beast, I never once 
thought I was guilty of the death of Jesus ; but I see it 
now ; and why do I see it ? Oh, sir, because on that 
cross he cried. Father, forgive him, for he knows not 
what he does. And he continues, even in heaven, to pray 
for me ; and this is the reason I am brought to know mj 
vileness, and value his mercy and gracious love.** 

" You are right," answered Mr. C . " Every word 

uttered by our dying Friend on Calvary breathes comfort 
and encouragement to our trembling souls. There he 
appears as our great High-priest, beheld by men and 
angels as the ofiering and atonement for sin ; the myste- 
rious union of the divine with the human nature is 
manifested, for truly he, as priest, offers himself, his 
human nature, his body, as a sacrifice on the altar of hw 
divinity ; and thus, standing between the dead and the 
living, stays the plague. When I thus contemplate our 
crucilied Lord," continued Mr, C , " I am over- 
whelmed ; I see no end, no limit to redeeming love ; 
raised on the middle and the highest cross, his arms are 
extended to their utmost stretch, declaring that ' as far as 
the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our trans- 
gressions from us.' (Ps. ciii. 12.) *For as the heaven 
is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them 
that fear him.' But let us proceed in our fearful narra- 
tive. St. Luke teUa us, \ks»X. m conformity with the usual 
custom on such occasioiva, \\\e ^c\^\cti!. ^^"^tv^^^^^w^-^^ 
hiB raiment, * casting lota ^or \t ^^lo^ NX ^wiX.^ Xsfc". ^^n. 
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his clothing evidentlj was of no ordinary kind ; for 
St John says, that after his under garments were equaUj 
divided into four parts, they came to his coat ; * which 
was without seam, woven from the top throughout' The 
Arabs of the present day wear a cloak, or cMa^ as it is 
called, made of cameFs hair. It consists of one square 
piece, with holes for the arms, and has a seam down the 
back. But whenever it is woven without this seam, it is 
considered as much more valuable. This, therefore, must 
have been similar to our Lord's coat, and which the 
Roman soldiers evidently regarded as a curiosity by their 
saying, * Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it whose 
it shidl be ;' little thinking, that thus they were fulfilling 
a prophecy spoken by the Lord the Spirit through his 
servant David, hundreds of years before : ' They part 
my garments among them, and cast lots upon my ves- 
ture.' (Ps. xxii. 18.) But a still further meaning is 
shadowed forth to the believer, who in the seamless robe 
of his Redeemer beholds that perfect righteousness with- 
out the slightest flaw or imperfection, which alone can 
cover his guilty soul, and conceal its nakedness from the 
eye of the Almighty Father. Many were the witnesses of 
all that passed ; but close, even at the foot of the cross, 
beholding the levity of the soldiers, painfully contrasted 
with the sufferings of their beloved one, stood Mary. 
She who had been the honoured instrument of bringing 
bim forth as a babe in the manger of Bethlehem, and her 
sister, Mary, the wife of Cleophas, who was the mother 
of James the Less and of Joses, and Mary Magdalene ; 
she who owed so much to her now suffering Lord." 

<^ Oh, sir ! " said Hyford, '* what must they have felt 
in that dreadful hour ! It is heart-rending to stand by 
the bed-side of our departing friends, and see them by. 
degrees leaving us ; but Jesus, the holy Jesus, to look up 
and see his agonies ! God only enabled these friends t6 
bear the trial" 

" True," replied Mr. C , " the courage of these 

women was derived from above ; the disciples had for- 
saken him, but they remained faithful ; yes, and amid all 
the horrors of that fearful day, continued to manifest 
their attachment to him, who was the despised and rejected 
of men." 

"But John remained faithful," remarked. '8!fix^'^^>5s\ 

"I delight to dwell upon the cWacter c^^ ^\& %:^'^^\ 

be loved his Lord, and well it \a aaid^ ^luo^^Ss^ ^ ^vcoMifc 
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as death/ (Cant. viii. 6 ;) for, notwithstanding the coiD' 
tempt that was poured upon all who belonged to Jesus, 
he proved his affection by returning to him, and never 
leaving his cross." 

** You are right, madam," said Mr. C ; " and beau- 
tifully it was rewarded ; for it is written, * When Jesus 
therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing bj, 
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother. Woman, behold 
thy son ! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy 
mother ! And from that hour that disciple took her unto 
his own home.' (John xix. 26, 27.) There is much more 
here than at first reading meets the eye ; with the tender* 
nesa that belonged to his lovely character, Jesus com- 
mended Mary to the care of his favourite disciple, and 
that disciple to her affection, calling her his mother ; but 
not applying the relationship to himself. No, to her he 
says, * Woman, behold thy son ! ' There he stands 
beside thee to watch over thee with filial care, which thou 
wilt return with the tenderness of a parent. Jesus fore- 
saw the sinful adoration that would be paid to Mary, and 
never lost an opportunity of discouraging it. He himself 
would not accept the appellation of * good' when offered to 
him by one who only received him as a prophet and 
teacher. (Mark x. 17, 18.) Why, then, should we 
presume to attribute those prerogatives to a child of 
Adam that belong alone to God ? I cannot endure the 

idea," proceeded Mr. C , " of giving the praise to 

the creature, which belongs solely to the adorable Creator; 
we might just as well give all the credit to the brush 
or the paints that produced that picture," added he, 
looking at a beautiful painting hanging on the wall near 
him, instead of to the artist who executed it, as to conunend 
and adore a fellow mortal, and look upon her as faultless." 

" Then, sir," said Mr. Martin, •* you think nothing of 
those beauties of character and innumerable excellences 
many of our friends possess?" and he looked towards 
Mr. and Mrs. Basil, and several others near them. 

" Pardon me," replied Mr. C , " I am quite sensible of 

those beauties ; but whence come they ? Even from Him 
who has clothed them with his righteousness, and whose 
Spirit has adorned them with a circlet of graces far more 
glorious than the precious diadem that sparkles on the 
/air brow of our gracioxxa Q^weeu. Oh, Mr. Martin, we 
have nothing but w\iat vi^ \i«LV^ t^^wi^^, V> ^^st.ViA •>^ 
and this has been ackTioyi\ed^^^ Vj ^q5C^ v^"^^ "^v ^ 
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generations ; and the greater their attainments, the more 
exalted their views, the more favoured their revelations, 
the deeper is their humility, and the more dependent they 
feel upon their heavenly Father for constant upholding 
grace. But to proceed with our fearful chapter. Mocked 
by the soldiers, derided by the rulers, and gazed upon by 
fj], the gracious Saviour patiently submitted to his igno- 
minious punishment ; the offence wherewith he was 
charged being written in three several characters over his 
head : * This is the King of the Jews.' Most true ! 
King of Jews and Gentiles also. King of kings, and Lord 
of lords I He who was declared to be the King set upon 
Zion's holy hill, (Ps. ii. 6,) and whose inheritance was to 
be the despised heathen, and his possessions without limits 
or bounds. Pilate declared he was King to all the world, 
and ere long he will openly come to claim that kingdom, 
that dominion which is his own exclusive right ; and then, 
* every knee shall bow to him, and every tongue confess 
•him.' And now, behold how Nature sympathises with the 
aufiferings of her great Creator, for darkness becomes his 
shroud, and covers the land of Judea, (for we do not read 
of its extending further,) from the sixth to the ninth 
hour ; that is, from twelve o'clock, when we conclude he 
was crucified, until three, about which time he expired. 
Here, then, we must still linger ; we must not leave his 
cross, for, if we listen, we shall hear such a dialogue 
as never before was related. Two malefactors were the 
companions of the divine Jesus, one on either side. They 
knew nothing of him who hung between them ; they 
regarded him as a fellow-sufferer, and when the crowd 
insulted him with his pretended kingship, they did the 
same. (See Matt, xxvii. 44.) But this was not to last ; 
the meekness and patience he exhibited were the means 
employed by the Lord the Spirit to convince one of them 
of his real character ; for while he heard his fellow revile 
the gracious Messiah, he rebuked him, saying : * Dost not 
thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 
And we indeed justly ; for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds : but thb man hath done notliing amiss.' (Luke 
xxiii. 40, 41.) Oh! let us admire the wonders of this 
event : * Save thyself and us V (Luke xxiii. 39,) had 
been the language of both ; but now this man is led to 
pronounce first the innocence of Jesus, and then. tA V^ 
convinced that he was botli able on^ -wK^ydlw \a %»:^^ 
hiw, 'Lord V he cried, * remeDi\>ec taa ^>aaTL xJossv^. 
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, .^f ff /^/' JMay t^is prayer, my friendi 

f * !r.*^ -■ ^rKie of repentance, faith, and tni 

he proved <^^J^ with equal love ; * Jesus said untl 

♦•f 11 ^' '^''i^e' Sorely, here is another manifestatiir 
ther^ J^!j^^* And for the comfort of his people to tl 

h >^ ^ ^^* beautiful history is left upon record, thtn 

A ^^ ^!^ trembling, anxious seeker after life may lean! 
^^f^ ^^ ^^' sinners, and that none will call upoi 
, . ^,y, rain. We may easily imagine the holy joy thit 
, iS ^® ^^^ ^^ *^® dying pardoned one ; the fearftl' 
L^neas that pervaded the land gave him no concern, aS 
^ light within, he felt his Saviour and Redeemer near 
^0, and sufferings and horrors were nought to him. A 
fyw more agonies, and all would be over ; and even before 
the night arrived, he would be in the realms of eternil 
bliss. He felt no trouble at the tremendous blast which 
rent the vail of the temple in twain from the top to the 
bottom ; the quaking of the earth, which rent the rocks, 
and must have shaken the crosses, increasing thereby the 
anguish of the sufferers, had no terrors for him ; his heart 
was fixed, trusting in his Lord, and the termination of all 
was occupying his inmost soul. But others trembled, 
and well they might ! The rending of the sacred vail 
which separated the holy of holies from the holy place, 
and had hitherto always concealed it from the gaze 
of the multitude, was likely to terrify the most hardened. 
They knew not that the death of Jesus was to reveal and 
unfold the meaning of those mysterious ceremonies so 
long observed, but not comprehended ; they had to learn 
that the separation between Jew and Grentile was to cease, 
and that He who hung upon that middle cross had 
destroyed the partition wall between them ; and, furthe^ 
more, that they, whosoever they might be, were welcome 
to the arms of their reconciled Father, for the vail of 
guilt and wrath was rent in twain, and all who believe 
were henceforward fully and freely accepted. 

"May your minds dwell upon what you have heard, 
and with the centurion, who heard the Redeemer's dying 
exclamation, * It is finished,' may you confess, * Truly, 
this was the Son of God I' " (Matt, xxvii. 54.) 
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** It was with much regret I brought our subject to a 
close," observed the pastor, " when last we met ; it was a 
solemn, fearful theme, and I felt we had not given it suffi- 
cient attention; but my allotted time was expired, and 
I thought, rather than fatigue you, it would be more 
desirable to resume it a litde, and then proceed to the 
consideration of the next great event in order." 

'' Amongst the wonders that accompanied the death of 
Jesus, sir," said Mr. Hill, '* you said nothing of the resur- 
rection of the saints that then took place, and I was wishing 
you would, for I have often pondered upon that history." 

" I was aware of it," replied Mr. C ; " to me it 

forms a deeply interesting addition to the marvels accom- 
panying that awful day — it left us nothing to wish for, it 
was the completion of its wonders. I told you that ' the 
vail of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the 
bottom,' thus revealing to the eye of all, that holy*of 
holies which had ever been concealed, and which had 
hitherto been entered only once a year, and that by the 
high-priest alone, a type of Jesus, our High-priest, * who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to 
God,' and ' through the rending of the vail, that is to say, 
his flesh/ declared that heaven was open add free to all 
who believe on him, without respect of persons ; and this 
rending of the vail was accompanied by another significant 
sign, viz. the resurrection of the saints. Yes, my dear 

friends," added Mr. C , " because he lives, we shall live 

also. He proved in that dread hour that he had oome * to 
make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniqiHty, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness,' (Dan. ix. 24 ;) to declare 
* all were justified trom «^Y \.Vi\i\^« ixoTOi which they could 
not be justified by the \aw ol >A.o«k^%C «cAl ^(^ca^. <i2^ ^Vsi 
Bleep in him aball rise to Yv^Yit, Y\le, wA\mwstVa&.\7j, '\>m^ 
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was tiie glorious doctrine declared by the resurrection of 
the saints : they lived, because he died ; and the very hour 
he ex|Hred on liie cross was the moment chosen for their 
renewed existence. Then indeed did Jesus triumph oyer 
the principalities and powers of hell, then he proved himself 
the seed of the woman crushing the head of the deceiver ; 
and in the very moment Satan imagined his own dominion 
established, and the mighty opponent whom he could not 
conquer, either by temptations or opposition, destroyed by 
deadi, he found himself worse than vanquished in the resur- 
rection of those many persons who by virtue of the atone- 
ment were witnesses of the finished work of redemption." 

«« Were they the old saints, think you, Mr. C ?* 

eaid Mrs. BasiL 

It is impossible to say, madam," replied Mr. C ; 

some persons, amongst whom is Mr. S(X)tt, seem to think 
they were holy persons who had not long been dead, and 
were the honoured chosen beings, who soon shook off their 
mysterious sleep, and became living proofs of the future 
resurrection. * They went into the holy city and appeared 
unto many ;' this is adl we know of them ; when they came, 
when they disappeared, is not mentioned. Many saw and 
knew them, this we may suppose, but who they were we 
cannot even conjecture : hence we learn that it is one of 
those events recorded merely for the strengthening of our 
faith and hope, but not to become the subject of unsuitable 
curiosity. There was also another circumstance I could 
not before notice attendant upon the death of our Divine 
Redeemer, which teems with instruction and beauty, and 
to which I would now draw your attention ; I allude to 
the miracle which accompanied the piercing of his side with 
a spear. The horrors of crucifixion were increased by its 
being a most lingering as well as agonizing death. Hour 
after hour the miserable sufferer endured torments we can 
scarcely conceive, and the approach of an executioner to 
hasten his end would undoubtedly be hailed with joy. The 
murderers of Jesus, though not instigated by pity or com- 
passion, determmed to induce Pilate to use other means 
for his death. We are told by the Evangelist, that it was 
the preparation for the sabbath, which < sabbath-day was 
an high day,' (John xix. 31,) because it was the first after 
the passover, the second day of unleavened bread, and 
also the day for presenting the first-fruits of a «hs»l ^i 
corn according to the law. (Lev. xxm. \ — \^^^ '^Wii.^g^ 
they could be unjust and imqmtouamtBi^xi^ vw«^^^^ 
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find them scrupulous to a degree in attending to the cere" 
monies of their religion, truly verifying what our Lord had 
said of them, that ^ they paid tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin, while they omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, judgment, mercy, and faith.' (Matt. xxiiL 23.) Thus 
they acted, and thus do pharisaic professors act in every 
age ; cleansing the outward man, but forgetting that inward 
holiness which God requires. Having explained the scru- 
ples of the Jews, we now proceed to read the verse. * The 
Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the 
bodies should not remain upon the cross upon the sabbath- 
day, (for that sabbath-day was an high day,) besought Pilate 
that their legs might be broken, and that they might be 
taken away. Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs 
of the first^ and of the other which was crucified with him. 
But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead 
already, they brake not his legs : but one of the soldiers 
with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out 
blood and water.' (John xix. 31— od4.) When all the 
Scriptures were fulfilled, when the marvellous mighty work 
of salvation was finished, and the debt paid for us to the 
uttermost ; then, and not till then, did our great Atone- 
ment die. By virtue of the union of the two natures 
which belonged to himself alone, he could, when it pleased 
him, lay down his life, and also resume it again : therefore 
when the soldiers came to hasten the end of the malefactors 
by breaking their legs, adding, it should seem, one bar- 
barity to another, they touched not Jesus. No, not a bone 
of the Paschal Lamb was to be broken, the great type of 
this our Passover, our sacrifice, the Lamb of God slain for 
the sins of his rebellious creatures ; a bone of Christ was 
not to be broken ; hence we learn that we must receive a 
whole Saviour, and while we depend solely and alone upon 
him for life, we must be cleansed from our sins by the 
shedding of his blood, and the sanctification of his iSpirit; 
for justification and sanctification must always go together, 
they cannot he divided. Blood and water flowed from the 
side of Jesus ; < blood for pardon, water for regeneration ; 
blood for atonement, water for purification.' Oh, my 
dear friends, visit Calvary by faith, and there behold your 
Saviour's blood poured out that you might be washed and 
justified, while he gives you freely of his Spirit that you 
may be sanctified, and ixi^d^ m^^l fot \veaven. St. John 
irjfnessed this fearful B\g\it,«cadTt^iOT^^^\x.^^'^<jKv\i&j^ 
■ * 'cre, yea, take firm Vio\d oi x}a»x. >qtv^\. %sA ^^tsss®. 
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truth, * that God has given to us eternal life, and that this ^ 
life is in his Son.' (1 John v. 11.) This is the mighty truth 
that produces peace ; the golden thread that runs through 
the Bible first began to be spun in the hour Adam fell, and 
woven throughout all its sacred pages ; this was the 
hour that was to bring salvation to man and glory to God, 
for the adorable Son finished the work given him by his 
Almighty Father, and fulfilled that precious Scripture, 
* I have seen his ways, and will heal him : I will lead him 
also, and restore comforts unto him and to his mourners.' '* 
(Isa. IviL 18.) 

" We must hear a little more about that, sir," said 
H3rford, ** for I do not understand what it has to do with 
what you have been saying." 

** Well, then," said Mr. C , " listen, my worthy 

Mend, and when I have told you, I wonder what you will 
may then. * I have seen his ways ;' your ways, my ways ; 
God the Father has seen them, and truly they have been 
perverse before him, we deserve punishment-— but no — 
Jesus the divine Son interposes, and says. Father, * 1 will 
heal him,' my blood shall cure those deadly wounds sin 
has inflicted, therefore have mercy, and for my sake no 
longer look upon thy creature with anger. Yes, also 
adds the gracious Spirit, let me also ' lead him in the ways 
of holiness, and by the sweet influences that I shall distil 
into his heart, restore comforts to him, assure him of thy 
pardoning love, and bestow upon him that peace which I 

alone can give.' Now," added Mr. C , with a bright smile, 

addressing H3rford, '* has not all this, and even more, been 
produced by the blood-shedding of our great Emmanuel ?" 

** Oh, yes, sir, yes," exclaimed the old man : " I am 
lost in wonder; for this has been my case ; Lord, I believe, 
help thou mine unbelief !" 

" We are guilty, my friends," said Mr. C , " of a great 

sin, if we do not believe God's word. You give full and 
entire credit to all I say, then why should you not do the 
same with regard to Him who cannot lie ; look attentively 
at 1 John V. 9 — 13, and pray to be enabled to believe 
what is written therein." 

** But, sir," said Mr. Lawrence, " I feel I believe that 
record at times, but not always ; how is this ?" 

** Through unbelief," replied the pastor. ** It was by faith 
you at first received it, and had you kept that unclo^idftd^wa. 
joy and peace would have continued ec\M'a!i\^ ^o \W\.SS. ^«ss^ 
time guilt creeps into the heart, tlienuii\»YL'd'^\3M^^«t^^^^ss^ 

a3 
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of the Divine willingness to save, and thus deprives yon fof 
a time of your heaven-born peace, a renewal of which you 
must seek even as you did at first, namely, at the foot of 
the cross. Having touched upon those subjects," continued 

Mr. C , " which I unwillingly omitted last week, wc 

will now enter upon the portion I have particulaiiy selected 
for our consideration to-day, the burial of our gracious 
Lord. Notwithstanding the command given by Pilate to 
hasten the death of the crucified, we read that when Joseph 
of Arimathsea went to him to beg for the body of tiie 
Lord Jesus, he marvelled if he were already dead ; and 
when he knew it of the centurion, or officer appointed to 
attend the execution, he willingly bestowed it on him. In 
conformity with the prophecy of Isa. liii. 9, it was intended 
to take him down and bury him with the wicked, for there 
was a place wherein all those who died by the hands of 
the public executioner were interred ; here they lay until 
the flesh was consumed, when their friends were permitted 
to collect the bones, and place them in the sepulchres of 
their fathers. This accounts for the anxiety of Joseph to 
possess himself of the body of Jesus, and which could only 
be done by permission of the governor or principal magis- 
trate ; and thus fulfilled the second part of the prophecy, 
that though man had designed his grave to be with the 
wicked, God had determined it should be with the rich. 
(Isa. liii. 9.) How certain it is that when God has a work 
to perform, he finds instruments ready for it ! Every jot 
and tittle of the Old Testament Scriptures relating to 
Jesus was to be fully accomplished, and it is most in- 
teresting to trace the wonderful manner whereby the Lord 
Jehovah thus honoured his holy/ word. The * rich * was to 
find a grave for the gracious Redeemer ; not one of the 
apostles were at hand to perform the last sad ofiices ; no, 
not even the affectionate John, but another was provided 
for the purpose ; and though Joseph had hitherto been, like 
his friend Nicodemus, only a secret disciple, he was now 
endued with a holy boldness, and went * to Pilate, craving 
the body of Jesus.' The city of Arimathaea, from whence 
he came, is now known by the name of Rama or Ramla ; 
it is between thirty and forty miles from Jerusalem, and 
though much of the town is in a r jinous state, still it num- 
bers about five thousand persons, who are chiefly employed 
in husbandry, and grow corn^ oUves^ and cotton. Such is 
the present state oi tbia tovfu. \ VJmsm^x. ^Xyx.^'^ ^1 vts 
history would gratify you, «ja \>«^tL^ ^w«i^^\&\ ^\^ ^^ 
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deeply interesting occurrence now before us. No sooner 
liad the Roman governor granted the boon so earnestly 
Bupplicated, than the two faithful friends hasted to the 
fearful spot ; there they beheld the lifeless form of the holy 
One and the just, and no doubt his pure and spotless life, 
his divine instructions, his wonderful miracles, his meek- 
ness, patience, and uncomplaining fortitude, all passed 
rapidly in review before them ; aifd as they took him from 
the accursed tree, they must have recollected how short a 
time before they saw the rush, and heard the sound of the 
exulting voices who cried out, ' Hosanna to the Son of 
David ! Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord !' 
Yes ; and since then, many of those same voices had said, 

* Crucify him, crucify him !' — truly they knew not what they 
did, or what they said ; we may therefore hope and believe 
they experienced that mercy and forgiveness for which 
their dying Redeemer prayed, (Luke xxiii. 34,) and that 
they are now swelling the countless multitude who have 
learnt from heavenly experience that God is love. Joseph 
and Nicodemus having at length drawn the nails and 
lowered the body to the ground, proceeded next to observe 
the customs prevalent among the Jews. It is said that 

* Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about 
an hundred pound weight. Then took they the body of 
Jesus, and wound it in Hnen clothes with the spices, as the 
manner of the Jews is to bury.' (John xix. 39, 40.) As, 

in all probability," continued Mr, C , " you never heard 

any of these ceremonies mentioned, it will add to the 
interest of our subject my mentioning a little about 
them. It is supposed, with the quantity of myrrh and aloes 
here spoken of, the disciples made a bed of spices whereon 
to lay the sacred body, and that then they wound or rolled 
it up. In St. John's time, when he wrote his Gospel, the 
unbelieving Jews had most assiduously spread the report 
that the discomfited chief priests and elders had originated, 
namely,] that <his disciples had come by night, and stolen 
the body while the guard slept.' (See Matt, xxviii. 13.) It 
was for the purpose of refuting this falsehood that he so 
carefully mentions the circumstances of the embalming ; as 
he justly would conclude no unprejudiced person would 
imagine for a moment that the body would be touched, 
particularly when so carefully wrapped up. Like Lazarus^ 
they bound up his head with a napkin, which eve\i t5^ xkixii 
day j> a custom observed by t\ie "Ma\iomeX."an&. I^mX.^^'^k^ 

and Nicodemus had not perf ormed. ^iSi t\\^ ^et«iasa?WkS^ ^iot*^ 
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served by the Jews towardfe their honoured dead ; a sdll 
further anointing was to take place. The holy and affec- 
tionate women who had followed him ^m Oalilee, who, with 
a courage that reproached his apostles^ had not even for- 
sook him when hanging on the cross, ' followed after, and 
beheld the sepulchre, and how the body was laid.' (Luke 
zxiii. 55.) They saw it placed in that rock-tomb hewn 
out by Joseph for himself, and * wherein never man before 
was laid.' (Luke zxiiL 53.) They lingered while a great 
stone was rolled to the door, to serve as a lid to preserve the 
precious remains, and then with the slew heavy tread of 
woe quitted the spot that held one so dear, and went to 
prepare their spices and ointments against the sabbath 
was over.'* 

" What were these for, Mr. C ?' said^rs. BasiL 

** Joseph and Nicodemus had already anointed him, what 
necessity was there for the women to repeat it ?** 

^ It was another act, if I may so call it," replied Mr. 

C 1 " in the Jewish ceremonies of interring the dead, 

and an ancient practice performed by women. After 
the body had been wrapped up, as we have seen, in spiced 
linen, their purpose was to anoint the outside of the wind- 
ing sheet, and likewise the sepulchre itself, a custom not 
yet extinct in the East. But while these faithful hiends 
were thus endeavouring to show all honour to the remains 
of Him whose loss they so bitterly deplored, let us reverse 
the picture, and behold the proceedings of his enemies. 

" * They,' that is, the chief priests and Pharisees, ^ came 
together unto Pilate, saying. Sir, we remember that 
that deceiver said, while he was yet alive, After three days 
I will rise again. Command therefore that the sepulchre 
be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by 
night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is 
risen from the dead : so the last error shall be worse than 
the first' (Matt, xxvii. 62 — 64.) How these words ex- 
press the terror of the chief priests, lest Jesus should rise 
again and thus confound his foes ! Their anxiety was too 
great to allow them to think of the solemnities of the 
sabbath, though that sabbath-day was an high day, as I 
mentioned to you before; and while the holy women were 
resting thereon, according to the commandment, these 
miserable sinners were using every endeavour to detain 
within the prison oi t\ie totoJo l\v^ "L^xd of Life. They 
called him the * deceiver^ MaaX ^ea Qoti'&^^^^^^e^^^^N^.^. 
they have attended to t\iem, toU tV^oi VSaa t^s^^an m^ 
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their remembrance of his promise, that after three days he 
would rise again, refuted what they wished to believe, for 
they trembled at the recollection of his miracles, and his 
frequent displays of more than human power and authority. 
Pilate was ill at ease ; though a heathen, he felt that Jesus 
was more than mortal man ; his conduct upon his trial 
astonished him, and when he beheld the convulsions of 
nature that attended his death, he was filled with horror 
at what he had done. He seemed sensible that he had 
called down the just vengeance of an oiFended God, for 
having so weakly consented to the death of an innocent 
person, and therefore, wearied and disgusted with the hateful 
members of the Sanhedrim, he hastily replied to their 
request, saying, * Ye have a watch : go your way, make it 
as sure as ye can/ (Verse 65,) A Roman guard had been 
placed at their command for the safety of the Temple during 
the feast ; of these they were to choose the most trusty, and 
in order to prevent the possibility of any connivance be- 
tween them and the disciples, they affixed their national 
seal to the stone that closed the entrance to the sepulchre^ 
and went away satisfied with all the precautions they had 
taken, though sufficiently uneasy at the possibility of a 
defeat. We have now brought the history of this event 
as detailed by the different evangelists to a close — we have 
traced the world's Redeemer from the cradle to the grave, 
and we find he fulfilled all things that were written in the 
Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms, con- 
cerning himself, proving from undeniable evidence that he 
was indeed the long-expected Messiah, the Saviour pro- 
mised to Adam in Paradise, the < Star of Jacob,' the 

• Sceptre that should rise out of Israel,' the great * Angel 
of the Covenant,* David's Lord and David's King.— • 

* It is finished !' were his last dying words : yes, the mighty 
work of salvation was then perfected ; the prophecies', 
visions, and types which pointed to himself were complete; 
the law in its condemning power was at an end, for he had 
fulfilled its utmost demands ; the line of separation between 
Jew and Gentile was destroyed, for he was the corner- 
stone that united both, and ' broke down the middle wall 
of partition between us, having abolished in his flesh the 
enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordi- 
nances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, 
80 making peace ; and that he might x^coticiXft\i^'0ft.\aCM2i 
God in one body by the cross, Viwuig ^-wxl ^iJcka ««nsste^ 

thereby, (Eph. ii. 14—16:) ioi t\io\3L^\iNwaSLC&V^^««« 
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subsisted between Jew and Gentile, it was now to end, and 
both were to constitute one large family, one glorioiu 
Churchy acknowledging Jesus Messiah the Son of David 
as their great and living head. ' It is finished V The reign 
of Satan, sin, death, and hell was now destroyed — * fae 
should see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied.' (Isa* 
liiL 11.) For he was the stone beheld by Daniel in visiooi 
* cut out of the mountain without hands,' (Dan. ii. 44,) and 
which brake in pieces and consumed all that opposed it 
Often while walking through the land he made the powen 
of darkness tremble ; now they were to learn what it was 
to be trampled under his feet for ever ; and though, out of 
love to man, he consented to permit them to triumph as for 
a moment, to fulfil his own word, that the serpent should 
bruise his heel, yet he had thereby * spoiled principalities 
and powers, making a show of them openly, triumphing 
over them,' (CoL ii. 15,) and obliging them to confess lus 
authority omnipotent ^«My dear friends," continued the 
pastor, ** we must go to the grave, and see the body of 
Jesus, cold, dead, and thus levelled with his creatures, 
to understand the depth and horrible nature of sin. No 
price that we could pay, no sacrifice that we could offer, 
could effect our ransom or deliver us from woe. There- 
fore in looking on Jesus in the tomb, I see the love of 
the Lord Jehovah towards us his guilty creatures inscribed 
with a force that nothing can destroy. Yes, and I turn 
to the pages of Revelation, and therein I read these glorious 
words, ' Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father ; to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen.* (Rev. i. 5, 6.) And then 
I see how that blood flowed on Calvary, and when a suffi- 
ciency was shed to blot out for ever the handwriting of 
ordinances that was against us, (Col. ii. 14<,) and expunge 
from the book of Jehovah's memory those innumerable sins 
that were written down and demanded satisfaction, I be- 
hold the debt paid to the full in the hour that Jesus died. 
Again, by resting in the grave on the seventh day, the 
Jewish sabbath, the Liord Jesus showed the completion of 
the law ; that sacred day was instituted by the Almighty 
Creator, when he rested from all his work that he had 
created and made, (Gen. ii. 3,) and he blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it *, anCi ^^^w \)cL^\^\Nm^ Redeemer had 
completed his vast and xcvi^X.'^ ^at\L, \^ \a^ \^^\s^ 
4Uid viewed with love \iiooiie€w«Xi\^ M ^\aXA Tsaai ^^»& 
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magnitude and glory of the ta^k he had brought to a close. 
Nor must we confine ourselves to the fact of the Mosaic 
dispensation only being closed ; we must go further still» 
and view it as a type and assurance of that rest that re- 
maineth for the people of God. (Heb. iv. 9.) The seventh 
day, the seventh year, which was the year of release, (Deut. 
XV. 1,) and the forty -nine years, when the trumpet of tiie 
' jubilee was to sound, and proclaim liberty throughout all the 
land unto all the inhabitants thereof, (Lev. xxv. 8 — 10,) 
all were types of one and the same thing, namely, the 
millennial rest which will be the portion of the redeemed, 
when the six thousand years, or in other words, the world's 
week, is completed. It was of this interesting period our 
Lord's resting in the grave was also a type ; for, as I told 
you before, the word * sabbath ' means rest. And surely 
this will be such a rest as never yet has been presented in 
the world's annals. 

"I love to dwell upon it, my friends," continued Mr. C , 

*' to meditate upon that happy time when the tempter of 
mankind shall be driven to his own abode, and restrained 
from seducing the nations of the earth ; when the horrors 
of contending spirits shall cease, and one loud and universal 
* Hosanna' take their place ; when all tears shall be wiped 
away, and sighs no more be heard, for He that was dead, 
and is alive again, ' shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe,' (2 Thess. i. 10,) 
and cause sorrow and mourning to pass away for ever. 
What cheering, refreshing views does this great truth 
reveal to the soul of the believer, and how it reconciles him 
to many a trial that constantly besets his weary pilgrimage ; 
he forgets the things that are behind, and presses 
onwards to those that he is aware are before, yea, almost 
within his reach, and is satisfied that ere long they will be 
his. The weekly return of the Lord's day is his hour of 
enjoyment, for he closes his thoughts and Inert as much as 
possible against the world and its cares, and drawing near 
to God in his appointed ways of prayer, praise, meditation, 
and Christian communion, he finds God in them, and 
rejoices with a joy unspeakable and full of glory." 

" Oh, sir !" said Hyford, " how few there are who thus 
spend their sabbath." 

" I should be grieved to think so, my worthy friend," 

replied Mr. C ; "on the contrary, I believe teu& <it 

thousands, in this our loved co\m\x'^,^x^ ^xw\^ ^»sy^ 
enabled to ' call the sabbath a de^^t, ^Saa >as3c^ ^^ "^^ 
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Lord, honourable.' (Isa. IviiL 13.) I belieye the bleaaing 
of the Most High is being constantly poured out on this 
favoured land^ and causing many to rejoice in the hope of 
meeting their heavenly Father in the ordinances he has 
appointed, and having their souls revived and strength- 
ened by the sound of the everlasting'gospel, not regarding 
it * as the word of man, but as it is in truth, the word of God.' 
(1 Thess. iL 13.) Well may such as these look forward 
with joy unspeakable for their Lord's appearing : of them 
it is truly said, ^ Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation ; but 
is passed from death into life/ (John v. 24.) To them 
appertains the rest that belongeth to the people of God, 
and being satisfied of the faith^ilness of Jesus, their great 
covenant Head, they look up to him for daily supplies of 
grace, and strength to be enabled ' to walk according to 
his will in this life present,' showing forth his praise by 
deed as well as word. I have dwelt largely upon these 

important truths, my friends,** added Mr. C > *^ for 

while it was my desire to endeavour to set Christ Jesus 
evidently before you, and lead you to his grave as the com- 
pletion of his mighty work, I also wished to make you un- 
derstand those vast and beautiful truths, hidden at first 
from view, but clearly demonstrated and obvious to those 
who search diligently into the deep things of God. It is 
truly said, * The natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God : for they are foolishness unto him : neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.' 
(1 Cor. ii. 14.) Hence the cause why the wondrous acts 
of our Redeemer's life are too often read%LS an afifecting 
narrative, but the precious truths that they are capable of 
teaching remain unknown. May you be taught by the 
Holy Ghost ' to compare spiritual things with spiritual,' 
and then you ll^ill grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ' " 
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